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AND MVCH ESTEEMED FRIEND, 


7 I now ſend yon yourlong ſince promiſed 
| Al Celeſtins, put into Engliſh cloathes; I (hall 
4 ol; intreate you to giue hers ijendly welcoine, 
2mm becaule ſheisa [tranger, and come purpoſe- 

= ly out of Spaine into theſe parts, to [ce you, | 
and kifle your hands. I would not accompany her with | 
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the berter reception. For, I muſt ingeniouſly conteſſe,that | 
| this your Celeſtina is not ſine ſcelere; yer mult Itell you | 
withall, thatſhecannot be harboured with you, /ae vritt- | 
zate. Her life is foule, buther Precepts faire; her example 
naught,but her Doctrine good; herCoate ragoed, but her 
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| mindinriched with many a golden Sentence: And there- 
' fore take her not as ſhe ſeemes, but as ſhe is; and the rather, 
| becauſe blacke ſheepe haue as good Carcaſſes as white. 
You fhall findechis booke to be likea Court-Iack, which | 
though itbeblacke,yet holds as good liquor as your faireſt | | 
Flagen of filuer orlikethe Rod that Brut offred to Apollo, | 
which was rough and knottie without, but within, all of | | 

turbuſht gold. The barke 15 bad, burthe tree good. 

Vouchlafethen ; gentle Sir) to rakea little of this coorſe 
and ſowre bread ; it may be, your ſtemack being glutred 
with more delicate Cates,may rake ſome pleaſure roreſtore | 
yourappetite with this homely though nor altogether vn- 
ſauoury food. It is good plaine houſhold- bread, honeſt | 
melleline; there is a great Jeale of Rycinit, bur the molt | 
part of it is pure Wheat. 

Our Author is but ſhort, yer pithy: not ſo full of words | 
| A} as | f 
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' ſowing, they maketheharueſt thin and barren. It is not as 
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tage. Which kinde of menI can liken tonone better,then 
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Tre Epiſile Dedicatory, 


2s ſenſe; each otherline, being aSertence; vnlike tomany 
of your other Writers, who either with the Iuxu1y of their | 
phraſes, or ſuperfluity of figures, or ſuperabundancie of | 
ornaments,or other affeed guildings of Rherorich, like vn- | 
diſcreet Cookes,make- their meats either too ſweet, or to0 
tarce, too falt, or too tull of pepper ; whenceir hapneth, 
that like greedy Husbandmen, by inlarging their hand in 
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many of your Pamphlets be, like a tree withont ſap; a 
bough without frur; a nut withouta kernell; fleſh with- 
out bones; bones without marrow ; prickles without a 
Roſe ; waxe without honey; ſtraw without whearte; ſul- 
fure without Gold ; or ſhels without pearle. But you 
{hall find Sentences worthy to be written, not in tragile pa- 
per, but in Cedar,or laſting Cypreſle, nor with the quill of 
a Goole, but the feather of a Phenix ; not with inke, butBal- 
ſalmum ; not with letters of ablacke tin&ture, but with 
Charadters of Goldand Azure; and deſeruing to be read, 
not only of a laſcjuious Clodwer,orcffeminate Sardanapalus , 
but of the grauelt Cato, or ſeuereſt Stoick. 

All which, though I know to be true, yet doubt I nor, | 
but it will mecte with ſomedetractors, who like dog 
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that barke by cuſtome, will exclaime againſt the whole 
worke, becauſe ſome part of it ſeemeth ſomewhat more 
obſcene,then may ſute with a ciuill ſtile; which asI not de- 
ny;loſithence it is written reprehenſtuely,& nor inſtru&i- 
uely, I ſee no reaſon why they ſhould more abſtaine from 
reading a great deale of good, becauſe they mult picke it 
out of that which is bad; then they ſhould refuſe Pearle,be- 
caulz it is fſht for in a froathy az orcontemne Gold, be- | 
cauſe it is drawn from a dirty myne; or hate honey, becauſe | 
t1s hined in ſtraw; or loath filke,becauſe it is lap in ſoul- | 
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thole of whom #lutarke complainth, whoare of ſo nicea 
delicacie, thatthey will not drinke a wholeſome potion, | 
valeſſeirbegiuenthem ina Golden cup, nor wearea win- | 
ter garmen t vnletle ir bee wouen of Athenian wooll, 
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The Lacedemonians,who were as ſtri@liuers,and as great 
louers of vertue as any Nation whatſoeuer,would make be- 
nefit euen out of vices. Bur theſe Criticall companions, be- 
ing ofadepraued diſpoſition, and apt in thernſelues robe 
euill, I can compare to nothing better, thenthe Scarabee, 
who ouer-flying the moſt fragrant flowers, chooſeth ra- 
ther to ſettle in a Cow-ſhard, thento light vpon a Roſe : 


| or Noahs Crow,which flew forth ofthe Arke,and preying 


vpon carrion,returned no more. Howſocuer therfore theſe 


rigid reprehenders will nat ſticke to ſay of Celeſtina,tharthe 


is like a Crow amongſt ſo many Swans ; like a Graſhop- | 


per amongſt ſo many Nightingales;or like a Paper-blurrer 
amongſt to many famous Writers;yet they that arelearned 
in her language, haueeſteemed it(in compariſon of others) 
as Gold, amongſt metalls; as the Carbuncle amongſt 
ſtones;as the Role amongſt flowers; as che Palme amongſt 
trees;as the Eagle amongſt Birds;and as the Sunne amongſt 
inferior Lights; In aword,as thechoiſeſt & chicſeſt. Butas 
the light ofthat greatPlanet doth hurt ſorecics,and comfort 
thoſe rhatare ſound of ſight : So the reading of Celeſtns, to 
thoſe that are prophane,is as poyſon to their hearts ; butto 
thechaſte, and honeſt minde, a preſeruatine againft ſuch 
inconueniences as occurte in the world. 

And for mine owne part, I am of opinion, that Wri- 


ters may as well be borne withall, as Painters, who now 
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and then paint thoſe actions that are abſurd. As Timomachus | 


painted Megea killing her children; Oreftes, murthering | 


his mother Theo,and Parrbaſius; Ylyſescounterfaired mad- 


nes, and /herephancs, the immodeſt imbracements of wo- | 
men with men; Which the Spectators beholding, doe not | 


laudare rem, ſed ; artemnot commend the matter which is ex- 
preſt in the imitation, but the Art and skill of the worke- 
man, which hath ſo l;ucly —_— what it propoſed. 
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| Inlike fort, when weercadethe filthy a&tions of whores, | 


their wicked conditions, and beaſtly behauiour, vvee are | 


| neither to approue them as good, nor to imbrace them as 


honeſt, but to commend the Authors judgement in ex- 
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preſſing his Argument fo fit and par to their dipoſitions, 


Nor doel ſceany more reaſon, why aman ſhould proue | 


J 
 aVillaine by reading of other mens villanies, then a man 


| | ' ſhould grow hard-tauored, by looking Thw/res in the face, 
| or a foole, for viewing Will Summers picture: But might 
rather grow as the Lacedzmonians did by their ſlaues 
drunkennefſe, to a deteſtation of ſo foule a finne. When 
| therefore thou ſhalt reade of Celeſtma, as of a notorious | 
Bawd; of Sempronto and Parmeno,as of falle ſeruants ; of | 
Eliciaand Arew/a as ofcliningqueanesand profelt whores; | 
of / enturio, as of a (waggring Ruffin, and comon whore- 
maſter; of Califlo and Metibea,as of vndilcreet and fooliſh 
Louers. And ſo in the reſt, learnetherebyto diſtinguiſh be- | 
| rvveene good and bad, and praiſe the Author, though not | 
| the practice; for theſe things are written more for re- | 
| prekenſion, then imitation. And themindethat comes ſo 
| inſtructed, can neuer take harme; for it will take the beſt, 
| and leauethe worſt : Buthe that reads all things alike,and | 
| equally entertainesthem in his thought, that Reader ſhall | 
calily ſhew himſelfe ebnoxious to many vices : Andit | 
{hall happen vnto him, as it did vnto thoſe who imitated | 
Plato's crookednes,or Demoſtbenes ſtammering. But when 
a Reader ſhall light vpon vaworthy lines, I would haue 
| him cry outas a Philoſopher aduiſcth onthe like occaſion 
| Male hoc, & mconuenievter. But when he meets with good; 
| | Refe hoc e3+ decore As the Bee feeds vpon flowers, & ctheGoar 
on the tops of herbs;ſo would Thaue him that reades Celeſti- | 
24, graze Jike a horſe onthat which is ſweet and whole- 
| lome graſſe;and not like a hungrie dog,which ſnatches and 
| bitesar euerything that comes in his way. Secrates,when he 
ſaw a diſhoneſt woman,would either turne his head aftde, 
or couer his eyes with his cloake; taking whores to bee 
like coales, which either blacke or burne. Indeede,it was | 
the wileſt way for Socrates; for though he werea Philoſo- | 
| pher, yer withall he wasa wanton: and therefore, for fuch ' 
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 a:Cannot looke, bur mult offend in viewing ofthe looſer | 
: Lines, I would hauethem imitate the Lightning,which va- 


| ' nifheth 
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niſheth, before it ſcarce appeares; oryour Abortiues, which 
die before they be borne. Bur for as thoſe that are truely ho- 


neſt,and of that perfit temper of goodnes, that nothing can | 
make them decline from the rule of vertue, I would wiſh | 
them to do with ſome pieces in this beoke (yet toreade all, | 
and where they findeanything vnſeemly) as the Prieſts of 


old were wontto do,who in their facrifices vnto In29,took 
forth the garbage of their beaſts, and threw it behinde the 
Alcar. If any phraſe auor of imamodeſty,blame not me, but 
Celeſima If any Sentence deſerue commendation, praiſe nor 
the Tranſlator, but the Author; forIam no moreto bere- 
prehended, or commended, then the poore Parret,who ac- 
cents but other folkes words, and not his ovwne. 

If there be any, that is cither a Parmeno, ora Sempromio, 
an Elica,or an Areuſa,a Celeflina, or a Centurio,l would haue 
them to behold themſelues inthis glaſſe; not doubring,bur 
thatas Narcyſus,viewingihimſelfe'in that pure cleare Foun- 
taine, wherein he ſavy his own moſt beautifull Image, dy- 
ed oucrcome with a #a=nz, or ſelfe-loue; ſotheſe men will 
either die, or their vices inthem, throughan «ms, or hate 
of themſclues; ar leaſt make other mens miſerable ends, 
ſernes as ſo many ſea-markes, that they may not run them- 
ſelues ypon the like rocksin the ſeao thislife: wherein all 
they are miſerably drowned, who ſtrike againſt them. 

But to leaue {eleſtinato a fauourable cenſure, muſt now 
come to intreate ſome fauor for my lelfe, who am ſo farre 
from pleading my excuſe, that I muſt wholy ſubmit my 
ſelfe ro your fauourable interpretation; forT muſt ingeni- 
oully confefſe,that I kaue inthe vndergoing ofthis tranſla- 
tion, ſhewn more boldneſlſe then iudgement.For though 


| I doe ſpeake like Celeſtina,yet come ſhort of her; for ſhe is 


ſo conciſely ſignificant, and indeede ſo differing is the Idi- 
ome of the Spainiſh from the Engliſh, that I may imitate, 
it but not come neere it, Yet haue I madeitas natural, 
as our language will giueleaue, and haue more beaten my 
braines about itin ſome places, then a man would beatea 
Flintrogetfire; and, with much adoe, haue forced thoſe 
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| ſparkes, which increaſing to a greater flame, gaue light to 


my darke vnderſtanding ; whercinif I have been wanting 
ro giue it it's true life, I wiſh, my induſtry heerein may a- 


| perfetions,vwhich as I ſhall alvvaies be willing tc acknovw- 
| ledge;ſoIdefhire to hauethem mended by ſome better hand; 
; nor am Tany whitaſhamed that any worke of mineſhould 
notbe abſolutely perfe&t. For it is the Statute and Decree 
of Heauen, thateuery compoſition heere beneath, as vwell 
framed by the hand of Art,as faſhioned by the helpe of Na- 
ture, ſhould ſuſtaine ſome imperfeCtion : For Glaſſe hath 
its lead; Gold it's drofſe; Corne it's chafte; Helene her mole; 
the Moone her ſpots, and the Sunne its ſhade, My exprel. 
ſion is but like a picture drawne witha coale, wanting 
thoſe liuely colours, which others more skilfull might giuc 
it; and _— better it as much,if they would vndergo the 
paines ; as bad facesare betrered by painting, aid vnſauory 
meates mended by their ſauces. But I am too faucie in my 
deſire; howſocuer, I will notwithſtanding ſhew my 
ſelfe a good Chriſtian; that though my workes doe not 
merit any reward,yet my faith andafſuranceis ſuch inyou, 
chatI make no queſtion, butmy workes ſhall be well ac- 


cepted by you. In requitall whereof, Iwilleuer loue you, 
 andreſt : 
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Tour friend and ſeruant 
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| wake ſome better wir, and indgement to perfe&t my i1m- | 
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© 1; The Prologue. | 

Kc T is the ſaying of that great and Wiſe Philoſo- 

| | y, pher Heraclitus; That all things are created 

LEGS in manner of a contention, or battell, His 

TE words are theſe, Omnia ſecundum litem 

| eV fiunt. 4 Sentence in my opinion, worthy per- 

petuall memorie ; ana, for that moſt certaine it 

5 that euery word of a wiſe man,ss preguant ,and full;of this it may 

; beſaid,that through too much fulneſſe it is readre to burſt, ſhooting 
forth ſuch ſpreadms and well-growne boughs and leaues,that out of 

| theſmalleſt Sucker, or leaſt Sprig thereof, fruit enough may be ga- 

thered by men of diſcretion and iudgement. But becauſe my poore 

vAderſianding is not able to doe anymore,then to mbble onthe drie 

bark and ruggedrinde of the wiſe ſayings of thoſe, who for the clear- 

neſſe andexcellencie of their wits, deſerued to be approued; with that 

little which T ſhallplucke from thence, Iwill /attsfie the mtent and | | 

purpoſe of this (hort Prologue,This Sentence did Ifinae to be ftreng- | 

| thenedby that great Orator, and Poet Lauriat Franciſco Petrar- | | 
ca, who tells vs, Sinelite atq; offenſione nihil genuit natura | 

parens : That Nature, who u the mother of all things, ingendred 

nothing without ſtrife and contention. Furthermore ſaymg, Sic 

eftenim, & ſic propemodun vniuerlateſtantur; Rapido 

ſtellz obuiantfrmamento; Contraria inuicem Elementa | 

: confligunt; Terrz tremunt; Mariafluctuant;-Acr quati 

' tur; Crepant flammz; Bellum immorrale venti gerunt; 

| Tempora temporibus concertant; fecum,fiagula; Nobil: | 

cum omnia, hich is as much to ſay; rdcede ſo it ts, ard ſo 

all things almoſt m the world doe witnefſe as much, The Starres 

incounter one another in the ahirlmg firmament of beauen ; your 


| contrarie Elements wage warre each wth otber; the earth, that 
| trembles 
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| trembles and quakes, 4s iſ it were at oddes with it elſe; the Sea, 
; that ſwels and rages, breaking. s biliowes one againſt another, the * 
| Ayre,that darteth arrowes of lightning,and © moued this way ar d 
that way ; the flames, they cracke, andſparkle forth their fer ; 
the wmdes are at perpetuall enmitie «1h themſelues ; trmes with 
| times doe contend; one thing againſl another, and all againſt -vs, 
\ We fee, that the Summ:sr makes 7 complaine of too much heate ; 
| and the Winter, of cold and ſharpen) e of weather. So that this, 
which feemeth unto vs a temporall reuelution ; this, by which we | 
are bred vp, and nouriſhed, and lie, if 1t once beginne to paſſe 
aboue it's proportion, and to grow toagreater highth then vjuall, 
it is no letter then open warre. And how much it cught to bee 
feared, 1s manifeſted by thoſe great earth-quakes and whitle- 
| winds, by thoſe ſhip-wrackes and fires, as well im the ayre, as the 
| earth ; by the ſourſe of watey-courſes, and evidence of mundati- 
| on., by thoſe courſes, and receurſes, theſe rackings to andſro of | 
; the Clouds, of whoſe open motions, 10 know the ſecret cauſe from | 
' whence they proceed, noleſſe is the aiſſention of the Philoſophers 
2 the ſcheoles, then of the wanes of the Sea. Beſides, among your 
bruit beaFts, there 1s not any one of them that wants his ware; 
be they Fiſhes, Birds, Beaſts, or Serpents ; whereef, enery kinge 
perſecuteth, and purſueth owe another : The Lyon, hee purſues the 
Wolfe ; the Wolfe the Kidde; the Dog the Hare. And if it might 
notbe thought a fable, or old wifes tale, ſitting by the fire ſide, 1 
ſhould mere fully mlarge this Theame. The Elephant, that us ſo 
powerſall and ſlrong a beaſt, is afrarde, and flies from the ſrght of a 
foore filly Mouſe ; and no ſooner heares hum comming, but hee 
quakes ana trembles for feare. Amongſt Serpents, Nature creas 
red the Baſiliike, ſo renomous and poyſonfull, and gaue him ſuch a 
predemmant power ouer all the ref, that onely with his hiſſmg, be 
 aoth affright them ; with his comming, put them to flight, anddi/- 
perſeth ſome one way, ſome another, ard with has fight, kills and | 
| murders them. The Viper, a crawling creature, and eoenomous 
| Serpent, at the time of. mgendring, the Male purs his head intsthe 
mouth of rhe Female,and (hee through the great delight, and ſweet- | 
eſſe of Her pleaſure, ftraines him jo hard, that ſhe kills him. And 
concenng ber young, the eldeſt, cr fſt of ker broed, breakes the 
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barres of bus mothers belly, eates out his way thorow her bowels, | 
at which place all the reſt iſſue forth ; whereof ſhe dies; bee dving | 
this, as areuenger of bis fathers death. What greater conflift, what | 
greater contention or warre can there be, then to conceiue that im 
ber body, which ſhalleate out ber Intralls ? Againe, no loſe natu- | 
| ralldiſjention can We ſappoſe to be amongſt fiſhes; for maſt certaine | 
| zt #8,that the Sea doth contame as many ſeuerall ſort of fifhes,as the 
' earth andayre do nouri(h birds andbeaſts;and much more. Arilto- 
| tle and Pliny doe recount wonders of a little fiſh called Ache- 
| neis; how apt his nature i, and bow prone bis propertie for dis 
| ners hundes of contentions, eſpecially this one ; that if hee cling to 4 
| ſhipor Carrackbe will detaine and ſtop her m her courſe, though ſbe 
| bane thewmae im the poope of her, and cut the Seas with nener fo 
' ſuffe agate. Whereof Lucan maketh mention, ſaying, 
| Non puppim retinens, Euro rendente rudentes, h 
In medys Acheneis aquis. He . 
Nor Echeneis, whoſe ſtrength, though Eurus riſe, 
(an ſtay the courſe of (hippes, 
\ O naturallcontention ! worthyof admiration, that a little fiſh 
ſhould be able to doe more then agreat ſhip, with all the force and 
ſtrength of the winds. Moreouer, if we will diſcourſe of birds,and of 
their frequent enmities,we may truly affirm tbat all things are cre- 
ated in akindof contention. Your greater line of rapine ,as Bagles | 
and Hawks; and your crauen Kites preſſe vpon our Pullen,gnſulting 
ouer them euen in our own hauſes,and offring to take them euen from 
vnaer the Hens wings. Of a bird called Roque,which is breaim the 
Eaſt Indian Sea, it 1s ſaid to be of az incredible greatneſſe, that the 
like bath nener bin heard of; and that with her beake, ſhe will boyſe 
Vp into the ayre not only one man,or ten,but awbole ſhip laden with 
men and merchandiſe; and bo\v that theſe miſerable paſſengers, 
hanging thus in ſuſpence mthe ayre,till her wings waxe neary, ſhe 
lets them fall, and ſo they receine ther deaths But what ſhall we {ay 
of men,to whom all the foreſaid creatures are ſubicf? Who can ex- 
preſſe their wars,tberr tars,their enmities their enues, their heats, 
their Lroyles, their brawles, and their diſcontentments * That | 
change and alteration of faſhions intheir apparell: That pullmg 
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downe and barlding cup of houſes ? and many other ſundry effet7s 
aud 
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\ and varieties; all of dhem proceeding from the feeble and weake 
\ condition of mans variable nature? And becanſe nt ts an old and an- 
 creut complaint, and ved heretofore time ont of mae; Iwill not 
much maruell, if this preſent worke ſhall proue an mſtrument of war 
7011s Readkrs putting ſtrifes and differences amongſt them,enery one 
 erumg his cverdilt and epinion thereupon, accordmg to the humour 


that it , together with all other things, whatſocuer are in this 
world, march vader the ſtandard of this noble Sentence; For euen 
the very life of men,if we conſider them from their firſt and tender 
, age,till they grow gray-beaded ys nothing elſe but a battell.Chilaren 
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| 


| ſares, old men with a thouſand ſort s of imfirmities, Skirmiſh and 
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tres, accountmg it a fable, or old wifes tale, fitting for nothing, ſaue 
only for to paſſe away the t1me vponthe way .Others call out the wit- 


| 
| 


| 
| 


 mgs of Philoſphers, that they may tranſpoſe them into ſuch fit pla- 


ces, as may make, vpon occaſion, for their onne vſe aud purpoſe. 


| danot pickeout the marrow;ſaymg there 1s no goodneſſe in it; that it | 


, whom perhaps ſhall bappen thus difference of diſpoſitions, as 1t vus 


T he Prologue. 
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-{ bis owne will. Some perhaps may ſaythat it is teo long ; ſeme too 
(ort; others to beſweet and pleaſant ; andother ſome to be darke 
and obſcure; So that to cut it out tothe meaſure of ſo mary,and ſuch 
afferent diſpoſitions, is onely appropriate ts God; Eſpecially, ſiuce 


with their ſports, boyes with therr bookes, young men with their plea- 


warre continually ; and theſe Papers with all ages, The firſt blots | 
and teares them; the ſecond knowes not well how to read them; the 
third (which the cheerefull liuelthood of youth, and ſet all upon 
ollity) doth vtterly diſiike oftbem. Some gnaw onely the bones,but | 


1s a Hiſtory hudaled,1 know not how, together,a kindof hodgepoalge, 
or gallimanfrey ; not profiting themſelues out of the particulari- 


ty coxceits, and common prouerbs, highly commending them, but 
ſtrghting ana negletting that which makes more to the pur- 
poſe and their profit. But they for Whoſe true pleaſure it 1s wholy 
framed, ret the ſiory 11 ſel/e, as a vayne and idle ſubie(?, ana ga- 
ther cut the pith and marrow of the matter for thtir owwne pood and 
benefit, audlaugh at theſe things that [auour onely of nit, and plea- 


fart conceite, ſloring vp m therr memorie, the ſentences and ſays 
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So that when ten men ſhall meete together to heare this Comedy, in 


ally falleth out; who will deny, but that there 11a comtention m that 
thi 
we, | 


—— 


The Prologue. | 
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| thing which us ſo dinerſly vnderſiood? the Printers, they likewiſe 
| haze bsſlowed therr puntture putting Titles,and addmg Arguments 
| | zo the beginning of euery Att; deliuermg m briefe, what 1s move | 
| largely contained therein; a thmg very excuſable, m former times | 
| being much vjed, and mgreat requeſt with your ancient Writers ; 
' others haue contended about the name, ſaying, that it ought not to 
; be called a ('omedy,becauſe it ends m ſorrow and mourning, but 14> 
' ther termed a Tragedy. The Authour humſelſe would han it take | 
| it's denomination from it's beginnins which treates of pleaſure and | 
therfore call dit a Comedy.Sothat I ſeeing theſe differences,between 
| therr extremes haue parted tha quarrell, by diuidmg it mthe midſt, 
and call it aTragick-Comedy. So that obſerums theſe contentions, 
tbeſe di/agreements,theſe diſſ nant and various magements, I had 
an eye, to marke whither the mator part inclined, and fond that 
they were all deſirous, that T (hould inlarge my ſelfe in the purſuite 
of the delzoht of theſe Louers ; whereunto,T hane beenearneſily tm. 
portuned; in ſo much, that Thane conſented (though againſt my 
will) to put now the ſecond time my Penne to this ſo Prange a tashe, 
and ſo farre eſtranged from my faculty,ſtealing ſome boures from my | 
principall ftudies, together with others allotted to my recreation, 
though I know, I ſball not want new Detrattors for my new 
Eattton. | 
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The ACT 0 R Sin this Tragick-Comedy. } 


Califto, 4 young inemoured Gentleman, 
Melibea, Daughter to Pleberio. 
Pleberio, Father to Melibea, 

Aliſa, Mother to Melibea. | 
Celeſtina, 4 old Baya 


Parmens, 


—_ —_——— v 


Sempronio, 
Triſtan, 

Sofia, J | 
Crito, 4 Whoremaſter. 


>Seruauts to Caliſto, © EY 


Lucrecia, Mazde to Pleberis, | 1 


Elicia, 
Care 
Areuſa. 


Centurio, A Pandar, or Ruffiav. 


Errata. 


Folis 5, Line 36.n0t, Read now. ibid.L 45, beene, r.bent. 24. 1. 35- newer, r, new, 29-1. 18. part, 
1-port .37.1.16 Maſter, r.Mother. 281.28.Partmeno, r. Serpronio.45 4,35. werticke,y-wretch. 
ibid. 1.40, man, 1, woman. $0. 1,13- my, r.thy.g7. [.12. batefully, r batefull, 11 6+ t. 47+ wate, Y.are« 
126. l.30 preferred, r, preferre. I 32,0, 35.0ut,r. 07.13 3.1.4.08 J+ Out, 147.1.2.poore,y. power. i 69. 


_ thingtibid, 1.20 x0t,r, now. 176, 1.1, thou ſhouldſt commend me, read, thou ſhauldft not come 
mena me, 


1 


| 


A 
COMEDTIE. 
OR 


TRAGICKE COMEDIE OF 


CALISTO and MELIBEA, 


- —— 
—_— —_— — — — 


| THE ARGVMENT, 


— OS. vn —_—_— 


I ALISTO, who was of Linage Noble, of 
SIR Wit Singular, of Diſpoſition Gentle, of 
| 7 = Bchauiour Sweete, with many gracefull 
= Il qualitics richly indowed, and of a com- 
O_—— Aj pctcntcltare; fell in loue with Melibea, of 
yecres young, of blood Noble, of eſtate Great, and only 
daughterand heire to her father Pleberio, and to her mo- 
ther 4/;/a; of both exceedingly beloued, Wholechaſte pur- 
pole conquered by the hot purſuite of amorous Califts, 
Celeftxe interpoſing her ſelfe inthe buſinefle,a wicked and | 
crafty woman ,and together with hertwo deluded ſeruants | 
of ſubducd Calo, and by her wroughtto be diſloiall,their 
fidelicic being taken with the hooke of couctouſneſſe and 
pleaſute; Thoſe Louers came,and thoſe that ſerued them, 
roawretched and vnfortunate end. For entrance whereun- 
' to,, aduerſe fortune afforded a fit and opportune place, | 
| where,tothe preſence of Calito,the deſired Melrbes preſen- 
ted her ſelfe. ; 
- S--; ACT- 


” 7 IT." 


ur —_ e——RT 


as — =_ 
s . 
i —_— - 
_ ES ——_— LOR a - —_— ) 3 - 
” > - : . —_ - dh _ & _ as 4 — _- = _ * W - _ hy 


N aw » 
a. 


en ..Att 


-— 


. 


—_—. 


_—_——_ — ” 


The Span þ BavyD 
ACTY >. 
THE ARGVMENMNT. 


' AltliO cfer1; "e iH10 4 garde -n alter his 1 2 (wat; #3 441/27, 92 there with 
< ANMelidea, weth whoſe [out beins CARO br þo 0041 to (04/7 ber: by whone 


ey ſharply che br and diſmif, he gets hin Heme Ferne : "uch troubled awd | 


Yiewe wed; = conſult; hts ſe 'FHAant Sempror. 0, whe £115 much IMterconr[e 
ke, and debating of 11e# bwſrneſſe, adnijee 11m 12 niertaine an old we- 


4 4nd Ccleftina, in whoſe how fe #1 {5 [ui8 [cr14118 kept a Wench, ts | 


-o wade lone, calle 4 Elicig:W/, 0, EMI anjo commit is Cele- | 


- {e abo7; t his maſt: 14 baſjne(/!, ad at that time another freees heart 
192eny, called Crito, mem they his out 6) fight. In tht initio 


WAS 2evetalineg wil {4 Celciting, C alt! 10 falls 1w talke 


"of is ſeracots, named "arinent ), wh þ &i[. 047 (e continueth | 


1:0 aid c Celetina 4; ine 4t Ca'rito's Lou's, Parmeno 
1v CC: Ft: "nA. whos T4 iis H; *% of th: 7604 PT Has which ſhe 


£2 19 loue and concord with $ emproiiio, 


INTERLOCVYVTORS. 
lis 6a, Par £0, 6 XN 9/419, Coieſtina, Elicie. Crete. 
f 7 ſeo heguen; Dreatneſſe, aud rownefle 
In 


Ny fec 
Fl 


Cie; A grace ngountedly tO ncomDarat! 'e, and dy mg- 
myo Grees far great er thariany icruice I hive performed can merit 


© - 


fam! abour. W kat inhabitant heere below cucs ſaw 2 more glorious | 
croaturetiien venvld?Certaiily [if ſudlunary b+ 04103040 J/@e & CE- 


jefiigl] refie tion Or xet emblance,! contemplate anCf119 it in thy di. 
| nine Des uty :had it perpetuity wha pn oye 21. 127 Yer wieteh 
| the} am, I muftlive like another Texts ls; fre who ! may not en- 
{ 107 no! :ouch: :and my comiert mukt be tits - thy d: Rain» 

Nee, t ty pleafi ng coyneſſe,and ihe torment v hich iy ab Race will 
| inflict vpon me, 

So Melth, Holdeft thou tc! \ Caliſts, ſc SrC4” 4 nl? 

Caliſt. So great, that ! f9ou {houtd oy 1 7"e greateſt good 
vPON Cart, I ſhould not lofd it fo 5rcat a harrinelic 


%. s 


thou nerſenere and por on mn This 213H0er, 
Cal. © fortunate eares! whic! 1are(thouph vaworthily) 2dmitted 
tO heare ſo gracious a ord, ſuch great and comfortable tyCings. 
AHelis:a, But —_ by that time thou haſt bead thy 
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fooliſh, and thy - 8 1A as (mall, gs thy intruſion was great. 
, How 
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ber ane many matiers wes had paſt i v6:90ea them; inducing 


GOOMCce bs or thy pay ment ( !1 be 85 fou'c,as thy preſumption was | 


Greametic i vHmink fnch power to nature, as to eofiow | 
with {0 nericct a L041 ty 300d oe, 1a aoording me f.> greet 
{2LOML w_ fajrepre 1co,and a pizce lo culuenient to vniheathe 


Allib, [ſhall give e thee a teward aniweral!s to thy deſerts, if | 
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CaAL1sSTO and MELIBEA, 
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heart, to communicate his mind vnto me in illicitc loue. 


Sempronio, Sempronto, why Sempronio,1 {ay, Where is thisaccurſcd 
Varlet ? 
Sempronio. I am heere Sir, about your houſes. 


©. ed — _ _ — = 


our of the hall ? 

Semprowie. The Gyrtalcon bated, and i came in to fer him onthe 
Peatch. ; 
 Califfe. I t&cn f02 Now the diuell take thee ; mus!ortune waite 
' on thy heeles to thy defiruction ; miſcluete light vpon thee ; 
let ſome perpetuall intolerable rorment ſeyze vpon thee in fo 
high e degree, that it may be beyond all compariſon, till ir bring 
' thee (which ſhortly I lope to fee) ro a moſt painiull, miſerable and 
' difaftrous death, Goe, rhou vnlucky rogue, goef {ay,and open the 
, chamber Coore, and make ready my bed, 

Semprozio, Treiently Sir, the bed is ready for you, 

Caliſfo. Shut che windowes, and leaue darkeneſſe to accompany 
him, whoſe fad thoughts dceferue no light, Oh death ! how wel- 
come art thou, to thoſe who our-liue their happinefle > how wel. 
come, wouldſt thou but come when thou art call'd ? O that Hype. 
crates and Galen,thiole learned Phylicians were now liuing,and both 
heere, and felt my paine ! O licauens,if yee haue any pitty in you, 
inſpire that Pleberran heart therewith, leſt that my ſoule, helplefle 
of hope,ſhould fall into the {ike unsfortune with Pyrramss & T hisbe. 

Sempr. VV hat athing is this 2 Whar's the matter with you ? 

Califio. Away, get thee gone, doe not ſpeake to me, vnleſſe thou 
wilt, that theſe my hands, before thy time be come, cut off thy 
daies by ſpeedy death, 

S:mpronio. Since you will lamentallalone,and haucnoene to ſhare 
j with you in your ſorrowes, I will be gone, Sir, 

Califfto, Now the divell goe with thee. 

Sempr, With me Sir? there is nv reafen tuat he tnovls noe with 
me, who ſtayes with you.O vnfortunate,O ſudden and vi.cxpected 
ill ; what contrarious accident, what fſquint-ey'd flare is tf that 
Fath robbed this Gentleman of his wonted mirth ? and nor of that 
alone, but of it (which is worſe) his wits, Shall I leaue him a!l a. 
lone? or ſhall I goe in to him ? If Tleauve him alone,be will kill him. 
ſelfe, If I goein, he will kill me. Ler him bidealone, and bite vpon 
the bir,come what will, come I care nor, Better it 15 that hee dye, 
whoſe life is hatetu!l vnco him,then that I dye,when lite is pleating 
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my E/jcia, that alone is motive inough to make mee looke ro my 
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How durſt ſuch a one as thou hazard thy ſelte onthe vertueof ſuch | 
| a oneas[> Goe wretch, be gone our of my fight, tor my patience | 
cannot endure,that ſo muchas a thought ſhouldenter into any mans | 


| 
j 
| 
[1 
Lp 
i 


Caliſto, I goe ; but as cne,who am the onely vahap>y marke, a- | 
gainſt whom aduerſe fortune aymeth the extremity of her hate. | 


Caliſto. My houſes, (you knaue) how haps it ti:en that thou comt | 


vAto rmce, and fay that I ſhould notdeſire to liue, fauc onely to fee * 
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B 2 {elte, 
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| {elie, and guard my perſon from dangers : but admit he ſhould kill | 
' hirnielie without any other witneſſe, thea nwft T be bound to giue | 
; account of his life, Well,I will in for thar,bur put caſe when I come |! 
in, he will take neither comfort nor counſe]! : mary his caſe isdeſ- 
perate, for it isa ſhrewd ligne of death, not to be willing to be cu- 
red, Well, I will lechimalonea while, and give his humour leaue | 
to worke out 1t ſelfe; I will forbeare, till his angry fitbe over-paſt, 
' 2nd that his hat be come againe to his colour. For I haue heard ſay, 
' thatit is dangerous tolance or cruth an Impoſtumebefore it bee 
ripe, for then itwill fefter the more : Let in aloneawhile, let vs 
ſuffer him to weepe who ſuflcrs ro forrow, {or tearesand fighes doe 
caſe the heart that is ſurcharged with gricſc; but rhen againe, if ke 
{ce mee in fight, I ſhall ſee þ11 more 1ncenſed againlt mee ; For 
there the ſunne ſcorcheth moſt, where he rececteth moſt * the ſight 
which hath no obie& ſer before it, waxeth weary and dull, and ha- 
uing its obieR,is as quicke, And therefore ] thinke it my beſt play, 
ro play leaft in {ight, and ro ſtay a little Jonger ; but it in the meane 
while he ſhould ki:l himſelfe, then farewell he, PerhapsI may ger 
more by it then cuery man is aware of, and caſt my! skinne, 
changing rags for robes,and penury for plenty : But itis an old fay- 
ing, He that lookes aſter dead-mens ſhoves, may chance to goe 
barefoote : Perhaps alſo the divell hath deccived me. And ſo his 
death may be my death, and then all the far is inthe fire : The rope 
will goafter the Bucket: and one loſle tollow another;on the other- 
ſide, your wile men ſay, Thatit is a great eaſe to agricued ſoule, 
oriore that is afflicted,to haue a companion,to whom he may com- 
municate h15 furrow, Befides, it is generally receiued, thatthe 
wound which bleedes inward, 1seuer the more dangerous. VVhy 
then in theſe two extremes hang I in ſuſpence what I were beſt to 
doe? Sure, the fatcſt is tocnter: and better it is tharI ſhould 
| indure hisanger, then for feare of his diſpleaſure to forbeare to 
| comfort him, For, if it be poſſible to cure without Arte,and with- 
out things ready at tand,farre eaſter is it to cure by Arte, and wan- 
ting nothing that 15 neceſſary, 

Califſs, Sermprono ? 

Sempr. SIT, 

Caliſts . Reach me that Lute. 

Sempr. Sir, heere it is, 

Calrfls, Tellme what griete ſogreat can be, 

Asto cquall my miſery. 

Sempr. This Lute, Sir,is out of tune. 

Caliio. How ſhall he tuneit, who himſelfe is out of tunezOr how | 
| canft thou heare harmony from him, who is at ſuch diſcord with 
| himſelfe? Or how can he do any thing well,whoſe will is nor obedi- | 
| ent to reaſon? Vho harbors in his breſt needles, peace, warre,truce, | 
; loue, hate, injuries and ſuſpicions; And all theſe at once, and from | 
; One, and the ſamecauſe, Doe thou therefore take this Lute vato 


IEEE thee, 
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CaALISTO and MELIBEA. | 5 
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thee,and fing me the moſt doletuli dirty thou canſtdeuile, 
Nero, from T arpey, doth behold. | 
Sempron. ) 


How Rawedoth turneall on a flame; 

He hearcs the cries of young and old, | 

© Yetis not orieved at theſame. | * 

Caliſto, My fire is ia:ce greater, and lefle her pity whom now [I | | 
ſpeake of. | 
| Sempr, I was not deceived whenlI ſayd, my Maſter had loſt 


his wits, | 
| Califfo, Whats that (Sempronis) thou muttreſt to thy (elfe? | | 
1 


Sempr. Nothing $ir, notl. 
Caliſto, Tell mewhat thou ſaidſt: Be not afraid, 
Sempr. Marry I faid How can that fire de greater which but tor-| | 2.44 
menteth one living man, then that which burar ſuch # Citty as that | FF-1 
was, and ſuch a multitude of men 2? | 357 
Califts, How?I thall tell thee, Greater is that flame which laſteth 
foureſcore yeeres,then that which endurerh but one day, And grea- | 
ter that fire, which burgeth one ſoule, then that which burneth an 
hundred thouſand bodies : See what difference there is betwixr ap. 
parencies, and cxiſtencies; betwixt painted ſhaddowes, and liucly 
tubRances, betwixt rhat which is counterfet, and that which is re- 
all. Sogreat a diflerence is there betwixt that fire which thou ſpea- | 
keſt of and that which burnerh mee, | 
Sempr. I fee, I did notmiſtake my byas; which, for oughtI per. | 
ceiuc, runnes worſe and worſe. Is it not inough to ſheyy thy ſelfe a | 
foole, but thou muſt alſo ſpeake prophanely ? | 
Califte, Did not I will tell thee, when thou ſpeakeſt, that thou 
——— ſpeake aloud > Tellme whats that thou mumbleſt to thy 
elte, 
Sempr . Onely I doubted of what religion your Lovers are. | 
Caliſto. I am a Melibeaw, 1 adore eMeliber, Ibeleene in Melibes, 
and I loue Mel;bea. 
Sempr, My Mafter is all Melibes : who now but Melibes ? whoſe | 
heartnot able ro containe her, like a boyling vefſel}, venting it's | 
heate, goes bubbling her name in his mouth. Well, I haue now as | 
muchas I deſire: I know on which foote you halt, 1 ſhall nor 
heale yuu, 
Caliſtos, Thou ſpeakeſt of matters beyond the Moene. Itisim. 
poffible. | 
Sempr. O Sir, exceeding caſic; for the firſt recouery of ſicknelle, | 
is the diſcoucry of the diſcale, 
' 


— ——# 
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Califie. VVhat counſellcan order that, which init felfe hath net- 
ther counſell nor order ? | 

Sempr. Ha, ha, ha, Califto's fire ; theſe, his intolerable paines: 
As it loue had beene his bow, ſhot all his arrowes onely a- 
gainſt him, Oh Cupid, how high and vnſearchable are thy myſte- | 
ries > What reward haſt thou ordained for loue, fince that fo _ 
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' ſary a tribulation attends on lovers? Thou haſt ſet his bounds, as 
ly are caſt behinde; and that others fill out- trip them : That all 


| which bcing ler looſe inthe place,and galled with darts, take ouer 


| 
| 
| 
; 
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markes for men to wonder at: Louers cuer deeming , taat chey on - 
men breake thorow, but rhemſclues like your i1ght touted buils, 


the bars as {oone as they feele themieJues prickr. 
Caliſio. Sempronio, | 
Sermpr Sir, 
Cal:ſfo, Noe not you goe away ? 
Sempr, This pipe ſounds in another tune. 
Caliſio, VV hart doſt thou thinke of my malady * 
Semjr. That you loue Melibee, | 
{ 
| 


Caliſio, 4nd nothing elle ! 

Sewpr. It is miſery inough to liaue a mans will captivated, and 
chained ro one place onely, 

Cal:fop. Thou wot'ſtnot what conſtancy 15, | 

Sempr. Perſeuerance in ill is not conſtancy, but obſtinacy, or 
pertinacy. ſo they callit in my countrey z how-cucr it pleaſe you 
Philoſophers of Cuz:id to phraſe it, | 

Califio, it is a foule taujt for a man to belye that which he teach. 
eth to others:for thou thy ſelfe takeſt pleaſure in prayling thy Elicie, 

Sempr, 0 youthat good which I ſay but not that ill which Ido, 

Ca/iſto, Wy doſt thou reprooue mee ? 

Sempr. Becauſe thou doſt tubieR the dignity and worthineſſe of 
a man, to the 1mperiction and weakeneſſe of a fraile woman, 

Caliſto, A woman ? Othou blockhead, ſhe's a Goddelſle, 

Sempr Arc you inearn- ſt, or doe you but jeſt? 

Cal:fts. icſt? I verily beiceue the is a Goddeſle, 

Sempr, As Goddeſſes were of old, that is, to fall below morts- | 
lity and then you would hope to haue a {hare in her deity. | 

Calzſts, A poxe on thee fora foole,thou makeſt mee laugh, which | 


I thought not ro doe to day. 

Serxpr, VV hat, would you weepe all che dayes of your life ? 

Cali/is. Yes, 

Sempr, And why ! 

Caliſto, Becauſe I ioue her, betore whom I tinde my felfe ſo vn. 
worthy that I haue no hope to 0braine her. 

Sermpr. O Coward,baler then the ſonne of a whore:why ,Alexen- 
«cr the Great did not onely thinke himſelfe worthy the Cominion 
of one cnely, but of many worlds, 

Cal;ſio. I did not well heare what thou ſaid(t, ſay it againe : re. 
pCatc It agatn= before thou proceed any further. 

Sempr. I ſaid Sir, Should you, whoſe heart, is greater then 
, Alexanaers, Ceſpaireof obtaining a woman? wherefore many, ha- 
' Ling beene ſeated in higheſt eſtate, haue balſely proſtitured them- 

ſeJues to the embracements of Mulettceres,and Stablegroomes,ſut- 
; fering them to breathe in their faces, with their vnſauory breaths, - 
| and 
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4nd to imboſoeme them betyyeen their ores + And otheriome not ! 
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athamet to have companied wich bruice-deaits, Have you not | 
heard of Paſiphae, who plai'd rhe wanton with a Bull ? and of Atg- 
zeru4 how the dallied with adogoe! ; 


Caliſlo. Tuſh, I belecue it not, they are bur fables. 
| Sewpr. And that of your Gra:dmother and her Ape, that's a 
fable too : Witnefſe your Graudiatners knife, that k11l'd rhe vil- 
laive that did cuckold him, | 

Celiſlo, A poxe of this cecks-combe, waat gird's ie gives ! 

Sempr, FaucT nettled you (Sir ?) Reade your hiiteries, ludy ' 
: your philoſophers, examine your poets 3 and you ſhall finde how 
' fl! their þookes are of their vile anc! wicked examples, « and of the | 
rvines and deft: uftions wheretito they have runne, wn Held rhem | 
in thar high eſtecme as you doe. Con'uit with Seeca,en't you ſha!! 
fee how vilely he reckons of them, Ficarxen vato 4r'//oite, ant you 
ſha!l finde that ail of them to this agree + but whatiocuer I 1:aue,or 
{hall keercaſter ſpeake fnthem 5 miſtake mee nor, f pray you, but: 
con{tder them as words, commonly and generatly fpoken ; For 
many of them have becnc, and are holy, vertuous and noble, whoſe 
©lortous and reſplendent . crownes blot out this penerall re- 
proach. But touching the other, who can recount vnto you their 
talſchoods,their tricks, their tradings,their trucxings,rnetr cxchan- 
ging commodities, their lightnefſe, rheir reares,tl.eir muravilities, 
and their buldneſlc and impudencies : For what{ccuer they con- 
ceir, they dare toexecute withourany deliberation, or adviſement 
in the world ; their diflemblings,their taikettucneſle, their deceirs, 
their forgettulneſle, their vakindenefle, their ingratitude, their in- | 
conitancy, their fickleneſle, their ſaying and gaine-ſaying, and all 
ina breach ; their windings and turnings, their preſumption, their 
vaine-s!ory their baſenefie, their ſoelithneffe, their diſUainfulnefle, 
their coyneſſe, their pride, their haughtineſſe,their baſe ſubmiſſions, 
theirprartlings,cheir glutrony,their luxury,cheir ſluctiſhneſſe,cheir 
t::,0rouſneſie, their witchertes, their ceatings, their £ 1bings, their 
]ancrings 2£d their bavdry, Now conſider with your felfe, what 
idle 7ydil y-neaded breines are vnder thoſe large and tine cob-web 
veiles wit wicked thoughts vader thoic gay gorgets; what 
pricic and ar20pancy vader thoſe their long, rich and ſtately robes ; 
what ma! toy2s vnder LEcir painted Temples, 

Califo, Tel! me, I pray, this Alexander, this Sextca, this Ariftotle, 
this YVir2tl, iheſe whom thou tell'ſt mee of 3 did notthey ſubject 
themſelue vnto them ? Aml greater then theic ? 

Sexzpr. T would you ſheuld follow thoſe that did ſubdue them 
not thoſe thar were ſubdued by them. Flye from their deceits, 
| Know you (Sir) what they doe > They doethings that are roo hard 
for auy man ro vnderſtand : they obſetue no meane; they kauc no 
reaſon ; nor doe they take any heed, in what they doe. T hey are = 


the firft themſelues that cauſe a man to loue ; and themſclues _ 
the 
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| the firſt that beginne to loath. They will privately pleaſure him, 
| whom afterwards they will openly wrong, and draw him ſecretly 
| ' in ar their windowes, whom int rhe frreeres they will publikely raile 
' at. They will give you rofte-meate, and beate you with the ſpit. 
| They will invite you vnto them, and pretently ſend you packing 
| ; with 2 flea in youreare; Call you, and yer exclude you ; ſeale you 
her loue, and yet proclaime hate ; quickly de wonne,and quickly be 
oft; loone pleaſed, and as ſoone ditpleated ; and (which 1s the true 
' humour ofa woman) whatſocuer ker will diuines, that muſt bee 
affected. Her apprehenfions zdmit no Celayes; and bee they 
impol{ble to beearrained to, yet nor cffetingrthem, ſhe fireight. | 
way cen{ures it want of wit or afte&ton, 14 not both, O what 2 
plague 2 what a hell 2 nay, whara loti:ſume thing is 1t for a mali to 
haue to doe with them any longer, then in that ſhotr pricke oftime 
that hee holds them in hisarmes, when they are prepared for plea- 
{ure ! 

C-/ifo. Thou ſeeſt the more thou te! me, and the more incon- 
venicnces thou ſetteſt before mee, the more loue her. I know not 
low, nor what it is, but ſure Tam, that ſo it is. 
| Sempr, This is no fircounſell I ſee for young men,who know not | 
how to ſubmir themte{ues to reaſon, nor to be gouerned by diſcre- 
tion; it i52 miſerable thing, to thinke that hee ſhould be a Maſter, 
who was neutr any ſcholler 

Cliflo, 4nd you Sir, that are ſo wiſe, who I pray taught youall 
elite ? . 

Srmp. Who? why they themſelues, who no ſooner Ciſcouer their 
ſame, burthey loſe ir, Forall this, and much more then I have 
told you, they themſelves will manifeſt vynto men. Ballance thy | 
(elſe then aright in rhe reue ſcale of thine honour, giue thy repura- 
tion it's due proportion, it's ju% meaſure, and thinke your ſelfeto 
be moreworthy rhen in your owne eſteeme you repute your ſclfe, 
| For (beleeue mee) worte is that extreme, whereby a man ſuffers 

himſelfe to fall ftrem his owne worth, then that which makes a man 
ouver-vralew himſc!te, and feate himſelfe in higher place then be- 
| ſeeme him. 

Califls, Now, witat ofall this 2 what am 1 the bereer for it ? 

Semp. What? why this: Firſt of all,you 5re a man;then, of an ex- 
cellent and finguler wit; To this, indewed with thoſe better fort 
of bleflinys, wherewith Nature hath endowed you, to wit, wiſe- 
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| ; dorre, fauour, feature, largeneſſe of limmbbes, force, agility, and 
£ *qg + #% - - F & i 
| abilities of body. Andtorhfe, fortune hath in ſogood a mea- | 


| | ſure ſhared what is hers with thee, thar theſe thy inward graces, are 
| | by thy outward the more beautihed. For, without theſe outward 
| goods, wherof fortune ischiefe Miſtreſſe, no man in this life comes 
| tobe happy. Laſtly, the ſtarres were ſo propitious atthy birth, 


| andthy ſeifeborne vnder ſo good a Planer, that thou art belou'd 
f of all. 


 — O_o 6 CO $—_— 


—> LII_r oo Gy aa. yo 


The Spaniſh B a vv D. = 


_—_— — 


*. 
— 


m— cc —__—— ——_ 
Cm — _— 


Cal:flo. Butnotof cHelibea. And inall that, wherein thou doſt 
ſo glocifie my gifts, I cell thee (Sempronio) compared with Melibea's | 
they arc but as ſtarres to the Sunne; or drofle compared to gold, | | 
Doe but conſider the noblenefle of her bloed,the ancientneſle of her 
houſe, the greateſtate ſhe is borne vnto, the excellency of her wit, 
che ſplendour of her vertues, her ſtately, yet comely carriage, her | 
ineffable gracefulneſſe inall that ſhee doth ; and laftly, her diuine 
| Leauty ; whereof (I pray thee) giue mee leauc todiſcourte a little, 
| for the refreſhing of my ſoule. And that which ſhall rell thee,ſhall 
be onely of what I hauediſcouered, and lyes open totheeye : For, | 
if I cou'd diſcourſe of that which is concealed, this conteſtation | 
would be necdlefſe, neyther ſhould wee arguethereupon ſocarneſt- | 
ly as now wee dOC. be” | 

Sempr. What lycs and fooleries will my captiued Maſter now | 
rel] mee? 

Caliſſo, What sthar? 

Sempr. 1 ſaid, I would haue you tell mee : for I ſhall rake great 
pleaſure in hearing ir, ſo fortune befriend you Sir, as this ſpeach 
of yours ſhall be pleafing vnto mee, 

Caliſlo, Whar faiſt thou ! 

Sempr. That fortune would ſo befriend mee, as I ſhall take plea- 
ſureto heare you, 

Caliſto. Since then, that iris ſo plealing vnto thee, I will figure 
foorth vnto thee every part in her, euen in the fulleſt manner that 
I can deuiſe, 

Sempr. Heer's a deale of doo indeede : This is that I looked for, 
though more then I deſired, it willbe a tedious piece of bulineſle, 
but] muſt giuc him the hearing. 

Califlo, [ will beginne firſt with her haires; Haſt thou ſcene thoſe 
skaynes of fine twiſted gold which are ſpun in Arabia ? Her haices 
are more fine, and ſhine no leſſe then they ; the length of them is to 
the loweſt pitch of her heele, befides, they are daintily combed, 
and dreſſed, and knit vp in knots with curious fine ribbaning, as 
lhec her ſelfe pleaſerth to adorne and ſet them foorth,being of pow- 
| er themſelues, without any other helpe, to transforme men into 
ſtones, 

Sermpr. Into Aſſes rather, 

Ca/iſ{o, What ſaiſt thou ? ; 

Sempr. I ſay that theſe could nor bee Aſſes hayres, 

Caliſlo. See what a beakily and bale compariſon this foole makes! | 

Sempr. It is well Sirthat you are ſo wiſe. 

. Califto, Hereyesare quicke, cleare and full ; the hayres to thoſe 
lids rather long then ſhort ;'Hereye-browes thinnith, oor thicke of 
hayre, and ſo prettily arched, that by their bent, they are much 
the more beautifull; Her noſe of ſuch a middling (izc,as may not be 
mended ; Her mouth littie; Her teeth ſmall and white ; her lips 


red and plumpe ; The forme of her face rather long then round 
Her 
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' Her breſts placed ina fitting height; but their rifing roundcefſe,and 
the pretty plealing faſhion of her litzle render nipples, who is 2dle } 
to figure foorth vnto thee? So diaracted ts the eye of man whenke 
does behold them ; Her skinne as ſmoerh, fot, and {leeke as Satten, 
| and her whole body ſo white,that the ſnow ſeemes darknelic vnto 
ir; Hercolour fo mingled,and of fo {ingular a temper, as if ſhe had 
' choſen it her ſelfe. 
' Sempr. This foole is fallen into his thicteencs, O how hee oucr- 
' reaches ! | 
Califte, Her hands little,and in a meaſurable manner.,and kit pro. | 
| portion accompanied with her ſweer fleth ; Her fingers lovg; Her | 
nayles large and well coloured ; ſceming Rubies, intermixr with | 
| pearles, The proportion of thoſe other parts which I could noreye, ; 
| vndoubredly ( judging things vnſeene, by the ſeene) mult of force 
be incomparably acre better then that,which Paris gaue his judge- 
| ment of in the difference betweene the three Goddeſſes. 
| Sewpr. Haue you done, Sir? 
j Califle. Asbriefelyas I could. 
Sempr. Suppoſe all this you ſay were true, yet in that you are a 
; man, I ſtill ſay, you are more worthy then ſhee, | 
} Califto, In what 2 
i Sepr. Inthatſhee is imperfect : Our of which deſe&,ſhee luſts 
| and longs after your ſelfe, or ſome one lefle worthy. Did you 
| never reade ghat of the Philoſopher,where he rel!s you, That as the 
matter deſires the forme, ſo woman delires man ? C 
Califlo, O wretch that Lam, when ſhall I ſee this betweene me | 
| and Melibea ? A | 
Sempr. It is poſhible that you may : and as pofhble that you may | 
ore day hace ber as much as now you love her,when you ſhallcome | 
ro the fl njoying of her, and to looking on her with other eyes, | 
free from that errour which now blindeth your judgement, 
Caliſte, With what eyes ? 
Sempr. With cleare eyes. 
Califto, And with what pray doe I fee now ? | 
Sempr. With falſe eyes; Like ſome kinde of ſpectacles, which, | 
make little things ſeeme great; and great little. Doe not you del. 
paire; my felfe will take this buſineſſe in kand, nor doubting burro + 
accomplith your deſire. ; 
Califlo. love grant thou maiecft : howſocuer, I am proud to heare ! 
thee, though hopeleſle of ever obtaining it. 
Sempr. Nay, I will aſſureit you. ; 
Cal;fte. Heau'n bethy good ſpeed ; my cloth of gold doublet, | 
which | wore yeſterday, it is thine, Sempronis. Take itto thee. | 
Sewpr. Ithanke you for this, and for many more which you | 
ſhall give mee, My jefting hath turn'd to my good, Thitherrto : 
haue the betrer of it, And if my Maſterclap ſuch ſpurs tomy (ides, / 
and giue mee ſuch good incouragements, I doubt nor, bar 1 ſhall | 
bring ! 
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lower end of this fireete, 1 fel [Lacquainted withanold vearded wo- 
man, called C Celeſtina z a witch jJ{ubcill as the divetl, and well practis'd 
in all 12. rogueries and villanies that the world can attoor 4; One 

wi:9 in my conſcicnce hath marr d and made vp againe; a hugdce:! 
thouſand maiden-heads in this Citry : Sucha power, avd ſuch au- 

thority thee 11ath, what by her perſwations, and othec her CUNRINg 
4 devices, that none can eſcape her : thee will moue hard rocks,it the 
1:t, and at her pleature prouoke them to Luxury, 

Cel:fis, O that 1 might but tpeake with her ! 

»pr. b wiilbring her hither voto you; and therelore prepare 


— 


YUUr clic for it, and when ſhee comes, inany cate vic her kindely, 
be foncke ans Jl; G-erall with her; and whileſt I goc my wayes, doe 
| you fiudy an} devite with your felte to expreſle your ; PRINES, as 
well as I know thee ts able rogiue you remedy. 
| Califio, © burthou {taictt roo love, 
foo », I amvone Sir, 


| alifto, A good lucke with thee. You happy powers that pre- 
domin a: humane at ions, afiit and be propitious to my deſires, ſe- 


— 


| CON'G My NeNntLons, proſper Se 9:promo 's proceedings & his ſuccelle, 
[ 112 by tinting me {uct an Aduocatrix as (hail, according to hispro. 
| miſc, nor oncly pezotiate, bur abſolutely compaſle and bring to 

a wiſhed period, ihe preconceiued hopes of an incomparable 
ples VGie, 


Celeftina, Elicia, what will you giue met for my good newes ? 


| Sermpre - SE mMprouo 15 COME. 
 E/icia. Ohbuth; ; Fu PEeACE- 
Celek, Why? What's the matter ! 


Elicia, 1 eace, I, ay, tor here 15 Crets. 
Cel-//, Put him in the litcle chamber where the beſomes bee. 
Quickly, quickly, I lay, anc te!! lim a couſin of yours, and a friend 
| of min Ie 1S COMC £O ſce you, 

Eli, 


-i, Crito, come hither, come hithes, quickely ; O my cou- 
fin is come, my coulin 1s beneath ; VV hat (ball I doe? Come 
key, | an y ndoneelc. 


ico oa [ rhanke my tate, "that hath giuen me ers ſee you, 

Celeſt. My ſonne, my king, thou haſt rauiſh'd mee with thy pre- 
ſence, I am {o oner.joved, that I canzot ſpeake to thee ; Turne 
| C2 thee 
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is which my Maſter hath given mee, 15a | 
e buſinefle about : fur without rew: rd, it is | 
Heb "Ou nevlivent; For it is impoſſible, that a | 


Ca! ito {ur tell me, How doſt thou think to purchaſe her pitty ? | 
Sempr. 1 {hall te! l you. It is now a good while agce, tinceat the | 
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thee about vnto mee, and imbrace mee once more in thine ares, 


| V\hat ? three whole daves? ſo lone away together, and never ice ; 
| vs? Elicia, Elicia, wot you wito 15 heere? 


| 

Elicre, Who, mother ? 

Celeft. Sempronio,daughter 2? 

Elite, Out alas; O, how my heart riſes! How it !eaps and _— 
in my body! how it cthrobs within me ? And whatof him ? 

C:{:f, Looke heere, dee you fee him 2 Iwiilimorace him, you | 
ſnail not, | 

{licia. Our,thou accurſed traitorgimpoſtumes, pocks.plagues, & 
batclies conſume and kill rhee, Dye rhou by the hands of thine erc- 
mics, and thar for ſome notorious crime worthy crueil Cearl!, hou 
wail! ſee ty ſelte fall into the rigorous bands of luſhce, AvA!/ mc! 

Sewpr. Hy, hy, hy! Why, hownow my Elicia ? what is it that 
troub!cs you ! 

Elicis. What ? Three dayes ? Three whole dayes away ? Ang in 
all that timenot ſo much as once come and ſee me ! Nut orice luok 
vpon me? Fortune never looke on thee ; neucr comtore rhee, 
nor vilitthee: Wo to that woman, wretchei as {he 15,who inthee 
places her hope, and the end of all her happineſie. 

Sempr. No more (deatre Loue,) Thinkit thou (ſweet heart} t!:. 
diftarice of place can diuorce my inward and imbowelie! 7 t 
trom thee! Or dead bur the leaft ſparke of that true . ire 1114 |! 
beare in my boſOme ? Where-e'reI goc,thougocit with m1 | 
{ am, there art thou, Thon haſt nor felt more attic arc! rr. | 
ment for mee, then I have ſuffered and endured for thee. But (ot ; 
Me thinkes 1 heare {ome bodies feere mooue azgue : VERo 1s it ? 

Flicie, Who isit 2 One of my fweet hearts, 

Sempr. Nay, like inough, I calily beleeve ir, 

FElicia. Nay, it i5 true; Goe vpand fee elite. 

S ermpr, I goe, 

Celeſt, Come hithet (my ſon) come along with me, ler this foole | 
a:0ne, for ſhee is 1d!e. heated, 2nd almoſt out of her little wits; {uch 
thought hath ſhe taken for thy a>ſ{-nce, Regiurd not what ſhe ſaies, 
tor ſhe will tell you a thouſand flim-flam rales ; Come, come wirh 
me, and let vs talke, Let vs nor ſpend the time thus in idieiments. 

Sempr. Bur I pray, who is that aboue ? 

Celeft, Would you know who ? 

Sempr, I would. 

Cele, A Wench recommended vnto me by a [ryer, 

Sempr, What Fryer > 

Celeſt, O, by no meanes. 


Sempr, Now, as you loue me,good mother, tell mee what Fryer ' 
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Celeft, Lord, how earneſt you be? you would dye now, if you | 
ſhould not know him; Well, ro ſaue your longing, it is that fat | 
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Jempr, Alacke (poore wench) whata heauy load is ſheto beare ? | 


Celeft. You ſee, wee women mult beare all, and it were greater, 
wee muſtendure 1t : you haue ſeene but few murderscommirted 
YPON & Woman 1N private, 

Sempr. Murders > No, but many great {wellings, beſides bun. 
ches, blaines, boyles, Lernels, and a pockes, what not ? 

Celeſt. Now he vpon you, how you talke; you doe but ieſt ] am 
ſure, 

Sewpr, If I doe but ieft, then let mee fee her. 

Elicia, O wicked wretch, doeſt thou long to ſee her ? Ler thy 
eyes {iart out-of thy head, and drop downe at thy feete : for | fee 
thatic is not one wench that can (erue your turne; I pray goe vour 
waics, goe vp and ſee her, but {cc you come at meno more, 

Sempr, Fe paticnt, wm deare, thou that art the one!y [doll of my 
deuotion ; 1s this the gall that wrings you ! This your griete ? Nay, 
ifthis make you ſoangry, I will neither ſceher, nor any other wo- 
man inthe world, 1 will onely ſpeake a word or two witi; my mo. 
ther, and (o bid you adicu. 

Elicia. Goeggoc, be gone, vngratefull, vathankefull as thou art, 
and ftay away three yeeres more it thou wilt,ere cucr thou ſee mce, 

Sewpr. Mother, you may relye vpon what I have told you, an. 
aſſure your (elite, that otall the women in the world, I would nor 
zeſt or diſſemble with you: Pur on your Mantle then, and let vs g-); 
and by the way, Iwilltell you all, 'For it I ſhould ſtay heere £1!a- 
ting ven the bulinefle, and protract the time in deliuccing mm; 
minde, it would turne much to both our hurts, and hinder thy pry- 
fir and maine. 

Celefi, T.ct vs goethen; Flicia, farewell ; make faſt the doore ; 
fare well, walls, 

$:mepr, So law. Now (mother) laying all other things apart, 
lien vnto me, be attentive ro that which I ſhall tell you ; 1ct nor 
your cares gvca wooll.gathering ; nor ſcat&r your thoughts, .or 
deuide them into many parts : for heethat is cuery where, is no 
where : and cannot, (vnlclle it be by chance) certainely determine 
any thing, | will that you know that of mee, which as yet you ne. 
uer hear, Belides, 1 could never {ince the timettat] firſt cared 
into leazue with thee, and had plighted my faich vato thee, defire 
that good ,vherein thou mighteſtnot (hare with mee, 

Celeſt. And love (my good ſonne) (hare his good bleſſings with 
thee, which(it 1o it pleaſe him) he ſhall nor doe without cauic ; be. 
cauſc thou iakeſt pity of this poore wicked old woman: ſay on ther. 


fore, make no longer delay; for that friendſhip,which betwixt thee 


and mce hath raken ſuch decpe rooting, needeth no Preambles, no | 


cirum!ocutions, no preparations or infinuation to winne affection: 
Be bricte theretore and come to the point ; for it'1s idle to vtter that 
in many words, that may be vaderſtood in a few. 


Semp. Jt is truc : And therefore thus, Califfo is hotin love with 
H elibes, 
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| Acl;bra he ftandsin need of thine & my help. And becauic he needs 
| our tovynt furtherancelet vs iovne together to make ſome purchaſe 
of him, For to know a mans time 'to make vie of opportunity, 2nd 
totake occalion by the foretop, and t4 worke vpon a man whit his 
MMImour ſerves him, why 1t 15 the Onety round, ov witch many hauc 
| climbed v3 to-proſrerity, 
cel, Welthaſt thou ſaid: I rerceive thy drift, The winkerg,or 
| (>5(:1ng of the eye 18 1nough for mee z for as od a: l am, | Ca {ee 
| a little hole, Itell thee Semproxio, I am as £144 Of this thy 
x25, a5 Surgeons of broken.heads, And 85 tiiey at the art go* 


vis recouering 0! Mclibea,and delay (till rhe rerwedy. For (as 1t 13 1n 
the Prouerbe) Delayed hope affliQerh the heart, And the farther 
e is off from obraining, the fayrer will he promiſe ©© haue it effe- 
tec. Vnderftand you mee ! 

S-w:r, Huſh, No more-We arenow at the gate, and walls (they 
4 V ) JaUe Cares, 

Ce/eff, Knocke, 

Sempr. ihe, tha, tha, 

Cali//o, Farmend {! 

Parre., Sir, 

Cali/o. What e pocks, art thou Geafe > Canfi thou not heere ? 

Parme, VV hat would you, dir ? 

Califlo. Some body knocks ar the gate, Runne, 

Parme, \\ho's there ! 

Sezzpr. Open the doore for this matronly Dame and mee, 

Parme. Sir, wot you wlo they arc that knocke fo loud ? Tris 
Semprenis, and an ©1d bawd hee hath brought along with bim, O 
how ſhee is bedawd'd with painting ! 


man thinking ro ſhunne one danger, runnes into arother, worſe 


——— — — ——  — — 


m6, whoſe neck,cither our of loue,faithfulneſſe,or feare, Rea. 
| fn hath laid her reynes) I haue fallen into the diſpleaſure of this 
' woman,who hath no lefſe power over my life, then 79e him{elfe, 


—_—— 


(o{:ritig the wounds, the more to indeare the cure, ſodou I meane ro | 
tcalo with Calrfls : For I will ſii!l goe prolonging the certainty of | 


= MF. - 

Caliſtg, Peace,yeace,you Villaine;ſhe 1s my Aunt, Run,run(you ' 
r:{ca!!'and open the Fore, Well. it is an 01d {ay:1ng,and T percent ve, | 
&5 true, Thefiſh leaps our of che panneand falls into che Fre, Anda ' 


then the former. For I thinking to keep cloſe this matter from Par. 


Par. Sir why doe you vexec your {clie? why grieue you? (Zoe you | 


| thinke, that in thecares of this woman, the name, by which I now 
| call her. doth any way ſound reproachfully > Belecue itinor, Aſſure 
; your (elfe, the glories as much in this name, as oft as ſhee heares it, 
, #5 you do, when you heare ſome voyce,Ca/;fs to be a gallant Gen- 
; Ueman. Beſides, by this js the commonly called, and by this Title 
' 15 ſhee of all men generally knowne, If ſhe paſſe along the fireetes 
| among a hundred women, and ſome one perhaps blurrs out, See, 
; where's the old Bawd ; without avy impaticrcy, or any the leaſt 
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diſtemper, ſhee preſcnely turnes her ſelfe about, nods the head, and | 


your ſolemne bauquers, your great feaſts, your weddings, your go. | 


| 

| name; If ſhee come amongft birds, they haue noother note bur | 
| this ; It ſhelight vpon a Hocke of ſheepe, their bleatings proclaigae | 
noleſſe; 1t ſhe meer with beaſts, they bellow forth the ſame : The | 
frogges that lie in ditches, croake no other rune ; Come (hee a- ' 
| mong{t your Smithes, your Carpenters,your Armourers,your Fer- | 
, riers, your Braſiers, your Toyners : why, their hammers beate all þ 
| vponthis word. In a word, all forts of tooles and inſtruments 
' returge no other Tccho in the ayre; your Shoomakers ing 
| this ſong ; your Combe-makers joyne withthem, your Gardeners, 
your Plough-men, your Reapcrs, you Vine-keepers pafle away the 
| painefulneſſe of their lavours, in making her the (idjetof their 
| diſcourſe; your Table-piayers, and all other Gameſters neuer loſe, 
bur they peale fo2rch her prayſes: To be ſhort,be ſhe whereſoever 
ſhe be, ail things waarſocuer are in this world, repeate no other 
rame but tlus: O whara deuourer of roſted egges was her husband? 
What wou!d you more? Nor one ſtone that ftrikes againſt another, 
 butpreſently ncyſeth our, Old whore. | 

Caliiſte. How cant thou tell? doſtthou know her ? 

Parr. I (hall tell you Sir,how T know her:It is a great while age, 
ſince my mother dwelt in her Pariſh, who being 1ntreated by this | 
| Celeftina, gaue me vnto her to wait vpon her, though now the know | 

me nor, grawne out perhaps of her remembrance ; as well by rca. | 
fon of the ſhort time I abode with her, as alſo through the alterati- | 
on which age hath wrought vpon mee, 

_—— "I 
Califlo, Whar ſeruice didſt thoudoe her ? | 
Parme, I went into the market place, and fetch't ker vitailes, I 

waited on her in the ſtreetes, and ſupplyed her wants in other the | 
| like ſeruices, as farre as my poore ſufhciency, and ſlender ſtrength | 
was able ro performe, $o that though I continued bur a lictic 
| while with her, yet] remember cuery thing asfreſh, as if ir were 
| but yeſterday, in ſo much that 61d-age hath not beenableto weare 
| itout, This gcod boneſt whore, this graue matrone, forſooth, had 
at the very cnd of the Citty, there where your Tanners dwell, clo(c 
\ by the waterſide,a lone houſe, ſomewhat tar from neighbours, halfe | 
of it fallen downe, ill contriued, and worſe furniſhed, Now, for to 
get her liuing, yce muſt vnderſtand, thee had fixe feucrall Trades: 
thee was a Laundreſſe, a Pertumereſſe,a Fermer of faces, a Mender | 
| ofcrackt maiden-heads, # Bexd,and had fome ſmarch of a Witch: | 
Her firſk Trade was a cloak toall the reſt, vnder color whetof being | 
withall a piece ofa Sempſtreſſe,many young wenches that were of | 


your 
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vour ordinary ſorts of ſervants, came to her houſe to worke : ſome 
on ſmockes.,ſome on gorgets and many other things: but not one of 
them that came thither,but brought with her either bacon,wheate, 
flower,or a Iar of wine,or ſome other the like prouiſion,which they 
could conucniently fteale from their Miſtreſſes, and ſome other 
thefts of greater quality, making her houſe (for ſhee was the re- 
ceiuer, and kept all things cloſe) the Rendeuous of all their 
Roguery : ſhe was agreat friend to your Students, Noble mens 
Caterers, and Pages: Totheſe ſhee fo!d that innocent blood of 
cheſe poore miſerable ſoules, whodid eaſily aduenture their virgini- 
ties, rawne on by faire promiſes, and the reſtitution and reparation 
which {he would make them of their loſt maiden-heads. Nay, ſhee 
proceeded {0 far, that by cunning meanes, ſhe had acceſſeand com. 
munication with your very Veſtalls, and never lctt them, rill ſhee 
had brought her purpoſeto pale, And what time do you think ſhe 
choſe when ſhe would deale with any of theſe > Arthe time of their 
chicſeft ceremonies ; as when they kept their moſt myſterious ce- 
lcbration of the feaſts of their Yea, nay, and that moſt ſtrictly ſo. 
lemnized day of Bona Dea,where it is death to admit men:even then | 
by vabeard of diſguiſes, ſhe had her plots and proiects efteQually 
working vpon them, to the vtter abolition of their yowes and vir- 
ginity, Now, what thinke you, werethe trades and marchandiſc 
wherein ſhe dealt? She profeſſed her ſelfe a kinde of Phiſician,and 
taincd that ſhee had good skill in curing of little children :. Shee 
wou!d gce and fetch flaxe from one houſe, and put it forth to ſpin- 
| ning to another,that ſhe might thereby haue prerence for the treer 
| acceſle vnro all : One would cry,Here mother: and another, There 
mother:Look,faies the third, where the old woman comes: Yonder 
comes that Bel-dame ſo well knowne to all . Yet notwithſianding all 
theſe her cares, troubles, and trottings to and fro, being never out 
of action, ſhe would never miſſe any great mecting, any religious 
procefhons, any NufRials, Loue-tics,Balls, maskes or games what. 
focuer; They were the onely markets, where ſhe made all her bar- 
gaines, Andat home in her owne houle thee made perfumes, falfc 
and counterfait Storax, Beniamin, Gumime, Anime, Amber, Ct. 
uit, Powders, Muske and Moſquerta : Shee had a chamber full of 
Limbecks, little vialls, pots, ſome of carth, ſome of glaſle, ſome 
braſſe, and ſome tinne, formed in a thouſand faſhions. Shce made 
inblmated Mercury, boyled contections for to clarihe the skinne, 
waters to make the face gliiter, paintings, ſome white, ſome ver- 
million, lip-ſalues, ſcarler-dy'd cloathes, fitted purpoſely for wo. 
men to rub their faces therewith, oyntments for to makethe face 
ſmooth, luſtrifications, clarifications, pargetings, fardings, waters 
for the morphewes, and a thouſand other ſlibber ſlabbers : Some 
made of the lees of wine, ſome of dafftadills ſome of the barkes and 
rindes of trees, ſome of Scar-wolfe, otherwiſe called Cittibuſh, or 
Trifolium, ſome of Taragon, ſome of Centory, ſome of ſowre 
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grapes, ſome of Muſt, or new wine taken from the preſſe, firſt 
diſtilled, andafterwards ſweetned with ſugar; Shec had a tricke to 
ſupple and refine theskin with the juice of Lemmons,with Turpen- 
tine, with the marrow of Deere, and of Heron-ſhawes, and a thovu- 


; andthe like confections : ſhee diltilled (weet-waters, of Roſes,of 
' f'-wers, of Oranges, of Ieſmine,of three-leated Grafle,of Woud- 


| 


v1”, of Cilly.tlowers, incorporated with Muſke and Ciuit, and 
{»-11\cf with wine: thee made likewiſe Lees, for to make the 
Layre turne yellow, or of thecolour of Gold ; and this ſhee com- 
potcd of the fprigs of the Viae, of Holme, of Rye, of Horchound in. 
term: xt with Salr-peter, with Allum, Mill-toyle, which ſome call 
Yarrow, or Noſe-blecd, together with divers other things, The 
oylcs, the butters,and the greales which ſhee vice, iris lothſome to 
tell you, and would turne your ſtomacke; as of Kine, Beares, Hories, 
Camels, Snakes, Conyes, Whaies, Herons, Bittours, Bucks, Cats 
of rhe mountaines, Badgers, Squirtel|s, Hedge-hogges and others, 
For her prepacarives tor bathings, it !s a wondertull thing to ac- 
quaint yuu withall the hearbcs and roores which were ready ga- 
rhered and hung vp a-high inthe roote of her houſe : as Carr o- 
mill, Roſe-mary, Marth-mallowes, Maiden-haire, Blue-bortle, 
Flowers of Elder,and ct Muſtard, Spike and white Laurell,buds of 
Roſes, Roſecake;, Gramoni!la, VV i1d- Sauory, Green hgs,Picodorx, 
and Folia-tin&t, The oyles which ſhe extracted for the tace,it is in- 

credible to recount, of Storax and of Tefmine, of LEmons,of Apple- 
kernels,of Violets,of Beniuy,of Fiſtick-nuts,of Pine.apple kernels, 
of Grape- ſtones, of Iu!uba, of Axenuz or Mclanthion, of Lupines, 

of Peale, of Carilla, and Vaxarera; and a ſmall quantity of Balſ+- 
mum ſhe had in a lirtle viall, wherwith ſhe cured that ſcotch giuen 
her overthwart her nole, For the mending ot loſt maiden-heads, 
ſome ſhee holpe with little bladders, and other ſome ſhe ſtitch'r vp 
with the needle : ſhee had in a little Cabbinet, or painted worke- 
boxe, certain fine {mall needles, ſuch as your Glouers ſowe withall, 
and threds of the {lendereft & ſmalleſt tlke,rubb'd ouer with wax: 

ſhe had alſo roots hanging there of Folia-Plaſme, Fuſte-ſanguinio, 

Squill or Sea-Onion, and ground Thiſtle, With theſe ſhe did work 

wonders; and when the French Embaſladour came rhither, ſhee 

made ſale of one of her wenches, rhree ſeuerall times fora virgin. 

Caliſlo, So thee might a hundred as well, 

Parme, Beiceue mee ( Sir) it istrue as I tell you. Beſides, out of 
charity forſooth,ſhe relicued many Orphanes,and many ſtraggling | 
wenches, which recommended themſelues vnto her. In another 
partition,ſhe had her knacks for to kelp thoſe that were loue-licke, 
and to make them to be beloved againe, and obtaine their delires. 
Aad for this purpoſe, {hee had the bones that are bred ina Stagges 
hearr, the tongue of a Viper, the heads ofQuailes, the braines of 
an Ale, the kails of young Colres, when they are new foaled, the 
bearing cloth of a new-borne babe, Barbary beanes, 2 = 
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paſſe, A Horne-fiſh, the halter of a man that harh beene hang 'd, 
Iuic berries, the prickles ofa Hedge-hogge, the foote of a Badger, 
Fearne-ſced,the ftone of an Eagles neſt.,and a thouſand other things, 
Many both men and women came vnto ber: of ſome the would de. 
mand a niece of that bread where they had bit it: of others, ſome 
part of their apparell : of ſome, ſhee would craue to hweof their 
hayre : others, ſhe would draw characters in the palmes of their 
hands with Saffcom ; with otherſome ſhe would doe the ſame with 
a kinde of colour, which you call Vermilion: to others ſhe would 
give hearts made of waxe, and ftucke full of broken needles ; and 
many other the like things, made in clay, and ſome in lead, very 
caretull, and ghaſtly to behold ; ſhee would draw circles,port raite 
toorth figures, and mumble many ſtrange words to her ſelte, ha- 
ing her cyes {till fixed on the ground. But who is able todeliuer 
«to you thoſe things that ſhe hath done? Andall theſe were meere 
mockeries and lyes, | 

Caliſto. Parmeno, hold thy hand ; thou haſt ſaid inough ; what | 
remaincth,leaue it till ſome fitter opportunity, I am ſufficiently in- 
ſtructed by thee, and I thanke thee for it; Let vs now delay them, 
no longer, for neceffity cuts off flackenefle, Know thou, that ſhee 
comes hither requeſted , and wee make her ſtay m_ then ſlands 
with good manners. Come, lct vs goe,leſt ſhe be offtended,and take 
it ill, I feare, and feare makes me more and more thinke vpon her, 
quickens my memorie, and awakens in me a more prouident care- 
fulncfle how I communicate my ſelte vatoher, Well, let vs goe, 
and arme our ſelues as well as we can againitall inconuenicnces. But 
[ pray thee Parmens, let me intreat thee, that the enuy thou beareſt 
vnto Sempronie, who is to ſerue and pleaſure me in this bulineſſe, be 
not an impedimet ro that remedy,wheron noleſſe then the ſafety of 
my life relyeth. And if I had a doublet for him, thou ſha!tnot want 
2 Mandill:;on. Neither thinke thou, but that I cſtecme as much of 
thy counſel! and aduice,as of his labour and paines ; and as bruite 
beaſts (we ſce) doc labour more bodily then men, for which they - 
are well reſpe&ed of vs, and carefuily lookt vnto ; bur yet for all 
this,we hold them not in the nature of friends, nor affect them with 


promo, And laying aſide all power and dominion in my ſelfe,vnder | 
tHe priute-Seale of my ſecret loue, {1gne my felfe vnto thee for | 
ſuch a friend, | 
Parme. Sir, 'it grieues mee nota little,that you ſhould ſeeme | 
doubctuil of my fidelity and faithfull ſeruice,which theſe your faire | 
promiſes and Cemonſtrations of your good affetion,cannot but call 
into queſtion and iealuutie, When (Sir) did you cuer ſee my enuy 
prooue hurtfull vnto you ? Or when for any intereſt of mine own, 
Ir diſlike, did I ever ſhew my {elte croſle, tocroſſe your good, or 

0 hinder what might make for your profit ? 
Cal:ſſo. Take it not offenſively,nor miſ.conſter my meaning : for 
afſure 
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aſſure thy ſclfe, thy good behaviour towards mee,and thy faire car- 
riage,und gentle difpolition,makes thee more gracious in mineeies, 
then ary, nay, then all the reſt of my ſeruants. Bur becaule in a caſe 
ſo difficu'c and hard as this, not only all my good, but euen my life 
alſo wholly dependeth ; it is needfull that Iſhould in all that [am 
ab!e, prouge tor my fe!fe ; and therefore ſeeks roarme my ſeife in 
this fort as thou ſee'ſt, againki all ſuch caſualties, as may indanger 
my :lefirez howſocuer, per{wade thy lelte, that thy good qualities, 
as farreexcell eucry naturail good, aseuery nat urall goo! excellerh 
the artificiall, trom whom it hath it's beg'!nning, Pur of this, for 
thisti:ne nu more ; Gut Jet vs now goe and {ce her, who mult wo; k 
Our wc il-tare. 

Ce/eſt, Sor: meriinkes T heare ſome body on the ſtajres ; ther 
are bow COmming downe : $e:779470, maycas though you did no; 
heare chem : 12nd clote anc wicn what they fay; ai:d let me alone 
ro jpeake for v» Dot And thou talk (ee low tanifoinely | will 
twandle the mw thi, oh for thee and me, 

\ O822r, iD. « ' Hen, Speakethuu. 

Celeſt. ionic ny eu niore, | {ay, leave importuning me ; (ut 
t Gucrchargze one, whe) 15),cauy enough already lavin with paine, 
an anvuich, were #0 5, wrea licke beait, A'as, poore foule, mee 


thinkes chou act (5po0.ciied with thy Matters paine,and fo 1ffeRe | 


With 1115 atf1Ction, that Serpronio leemcs to be Caliito ; and Caliſto, 
tobe Sen:pronis ; and tliatbotl your Wrments are Ot!) but in one 
and the tame ſubic t, Belides, I would nauc you thinke,that I came 
not hither to leave this controvertic vndecided but will dye rather 
in the demaud and purtuite of this my purpule, then not fee his 
deſire accompinl.ed, 

Califto, Farmeno, Nav, ſtzy awhile, rnake no noyſe ; ſtand till 
I pray thee, and [iiiena lictie what chey lay. So,huth, that we may 
ſec in what ſtare wee live ; what wee are like to truft ro, and how 
the world is like to goe with vs. O notable woman ! O worldly | 
coods, voworthy to be pnileſſed by fo high a lpicit! O faithfull, 
and truſty Scmpronto! Ra't thou well obſeru'd him (my Parmens ?) 
Haſt chou heard hi-n ? Halt thou noted ris carneſtnefſe 2 Tell me, 
haue I norrcaſon to reſpet him ? V hat ſaiſt thou, man? Thou 
thatarr the Clozet of my ſecrets, the Cabinet otmy Counſell, and 
Counccllof my foule ? 

Parme. Proteſting firſt my innocency for your former ſuſpition, 
an! camplying with my fidelity, ſince you have giuen meſuch free | 
liberty of ſpcech,l will eruly deliver vnto you what [ thinke. Heare 
mee therefore, and let not your aftc tion make you deate, nor hope 
of your pleaſure blinde you; have a litrle patience, and be not too 
baity;for many, through cco much eagerneſle to hit the pinne, have 
ſhot farce beſide the white, And albeir I am bur young, yet haue 1 
ſeene ſomewhat in mv dayes : beſides, the obſeruatior and fighrot 
many things, doe teach a man much experience, Vherefore, af. 
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ſure your ſelfe, and thereon [ durſt pawne my lite, that they ouer. 
heard what wee ſaid, as alſo our comming downe the ſtayres, and 
haue of ſer purpoſe fallen into this falſe and feyned exprethon of 
theirgreat loue and care, wherein you now place the end of your 
defire. 

Sempr. Belecue mec (Celeſtina) Parmens aimes vahappily. 

Celeft. Be filent : For I ſweare by my haly-doome, that whi. 
ther comes the Ale, thither alſo ſhall come the ſaddle, Let mee 
alone to deale with Parmeno, and you ſhall ſee, I will ſo temper him 
e'c I have done with him, that I will make him wholly ours. And 


| ice what wee gaine, hee ſhall ſhare with vs : for goods thatare nor 


-< 2:mon,are not goods; It is communication that makes combina- 
c1GN in love:and therefore let vs all gaine,let vs all deuide the ſpoile, 
and ler vs laugh and be merry all alike.I will make the (lauc fo rame, 
and fo gentle, that i will bring him ikea bird to picke bread from 


my fiſt. And ſo we will be two totwo, andall three joyne-tocooxen 


the fourth, Thouand I will ioyne cogerher, Parmens ſhall make a 
third, and all of vs cheate Cals/ts. 
' Califto, Sermpronio ? 


Sewpr. Sr. 
Cal. Whar art thou doing,thou the! artthe key of my life?Open 
the doore. O Parmezo ! now that I (ee her, I teele my ſelfe well;me 


' thinks, l am now altue againe: Sce what a reuerend Matrone it is : 


Whar a preſence ſhe beares, worthy reſpeR ! A man may nowv ſee, 
how for the molt part,the tace is the /naex of the mind.O vertuous 
oldage! O inaged vertue' O glorious hope of my deſired end ! 
O head, thc allayer of my paſſion ! O relicuer of my torment, and 


| viuificationof my life, reſurretion from my death! I deſire to 
| draw neer vuto thee, my lips long to kitle thoſe hands,wherein con- 

| ſiſts the fulneſſe of my recouery ; but the vaworthineſle of my per. 
| ſondebars meeof ſogreat a fauour, Whereiore I heere adore the 


round whereon thou treadcſt,and in reverence of thee, bow downe 


: my body to kille ir, 


| 


| 


_— — 


Celeft. Semptonio; Can faire words make me the fatter >. Can [ 


| live by this > Thoſe bones which I have already gnawne, does this 


toole thy Maſter thinke to feede mee therewtih ? Sure the man 
dreames ; when he comes to frye his egges,he will thea inde what 


is waning, Bid him ſhuc his mouth, and open his purſe: I mille. : 


doubt his words, much more his works, Ho!la,[ iay;are you ſo tick. 
lifh ? I will curry you for this geare,you lame Afﬀlc : you muſt rife a 
little more early, it you mcane to goe beyond me, 

Parme., Woe to thelc cares of mine, that eucr they ſhould heare 
ſuch: words as theſe. Incw ce, that hee is a loſt man, who TOES 


afrer one that is loſt. O vnhappy Cal;f/o, deiect wretch,blind inthy | 
folly and kneeling on the ground, to a-lore the oldeſt, and the rot- |. 


tenneſt piece of whoriſh carth, that eucr rub'd ber ſhoulders 1n rhe 
Stewes !_Heis vndone, he 1s ouerthrowne hore and foote, hee is 
fal'-n 


| 
| 
| 
| 


CO er rem 


The Spaniſh BAvvDe | 21 | 


_—_— 


fa'len inoa trap, whence he will never get out ; hee is not capable | 
of any cedemprion, counſell, or cw 

Caliſto. Wart ſail my mother > It ſcemerh vnto mee, that ſhee 
thinkes I offer words for co excuſe my reward. 

Sezpr. You have hit the nayle on the head, Sir, | 

Cal:jto. Comethen with mee,bring the keyes with you,and thou | 
ſhalt (ee, I will quickely pur her our of that doubr. . 

Sempr. In ſo doing, you ſhall doe well, Sir, Let vs goc preſently: | 
for it 15 not good to ſuffer weeds to grow amongſt corne, nor ſuſpi- | | 
tion in the hearts of our friends, bur to root it out ſtreight with the | 
weed-hooke of good workes, 

Caliſto, Witrily ſpoken z come, let vs goe, let vs {lacke no time. 

Celeft, Eelecue me(Purmeno) Iam very glad,that we hauc lighted 
on fo fit an opporrunity,wherein I may manifeſt and make knowne 
vnto thee the (ingulat loue, wherewirhall I afte& thee; and what 
great intereſt (though vadeſeruedly) rhou haſt in me, I ſay vnde- 
icruedly, in regard of that, which] haue heard thee ſpeake againſt 
me : whereof I make no more reckoning,but am content to [et it 
paſſe. For, vertuc teacherh vs to ſuffer temptations,and not to ren. 
der euillfor cuill ; and eſpecially when wee are tempted by young 
men,fuch as wanc experience,and are not acquainted with the cour. 
ſes of the world, who out of an ignorant and fooliſh kinde of loyal. 
ty, vndoe both themſelues and their Maſters,as thou thy ſelfe doſt, | 
Califto. Theard you well inough, not a word you ſaid, that eſca 
minecare,Nor do you think,that with theſe my other outward ſen- 
ſez,old age hath made me loſe my hearing; for nor onely that which 
I ſee, heare,and know but cuen the-very inward ſecrets of thy heart 
and thoughts, I ſearch into, and pierce tothe fu.l with theſe my in. 
rcllecuall eyes, theſe cics of my vnderſtanding. I would haue thee 
10 know ( Permens) that Califio is loue-ficke, ſicke euen tothe death. | 
| Nor art thou for this,to cenſure him to be a weak and fooliſh man: 
| for vnre(iſtable loue ſubdueth all chings. Beſides, I would hauethee 
| tO know,if thou knowſt it not already ,that there are theſe two con- 

cluſiops, that areeuermore infallibly erue. The firſt is, thateuery 

man mult of force loue a woman, and cuery woman loue a man. 
The ſecond is, that he who truely loues, muſt of neceffiry be much 
| troubled& mou'd with rhe ſweetnes of that ſuperexcellent delight, 
| w® was ordain'd by him that made all things, for the perpetuating | 
of mankind,without which,it muſt needs periſh:andnor only inhu- | 
' mane kind,bur alſo in fſhes,birds, beaſts, &all creatures that creepe | 
; and crawle vpon the earth; Likewiſe in yourſoules vegetatiue,ſome | 
| plauts haue the ſame inclination & diſpoſition, that without the in- | 
; rerpo{irio of any other rthing,they be planted in ſome little diſtance 
| one of another, and it is determined and agreed vpen by the gene- 
rall conſenc of your Gardeners, and husband- men, to be Male and 
Female. How can you anſwer this, Parmeno > Now my pretry lirtlc 
| foole, you mad wagge, my ſoules ſweet Genius,my? carle, my - 
well, 


— 
- —_ - 


— ——_ 


— 
———_ — —————— 


On OE PIES 
4 _ _ _ e—_— — = — 
. 4 - > = 
_ _ my 
od » Lu 7 : 
- @ ES p”” id rey En en "T_ 


” C-<e ww Ie oo aa 


—- — _— —— —_— 


WI——_—_— wo net th SR . — — | 


| well, my honeſt poore filly Lad, my pretty litt!e Monky-face, come 
' hither you little whoreſon; Alack, how I pitty thy fimp licity ! thou 
' know ſt uorhing ot the world, nor of it's Celights. Lec mervn mad, 
| and dye1n that fir, it I ſuffer thee to come necre me, as old as Iam, 
| Tnou hait a harſb and ill-fauourd hoarſe voyce, by thy brizzled 
| beard, it is caſily gueſt what manner of man you are, Tell 
mee, 15 all quict beneath > No motionsat all to make in Yexus 
Court ? 

Sempr. O ! As quictas the taile of a Scorpion. 

Celejt. 1twere well, and it were no wor {c- 

Pare, Ha, ha,he. 

Celeſl, Lavgliit chou, thou pocky rogue ? 

Parme, Nay, » other, be quict : hold your peace, Ipray, Doe 
nut Blame me z ard (oc not hGld mee, though Tam but 1 oung, tor a 
vole. 1 loue Cal:/!s, ryed thereunto out of that true and hoy eſt i= 
acihty, which cucry tervant owes vat6 hits Maſter for the bree.fin 
that he hath given we, for the benefit which I receive from him, 
45 allo becauic 1 am wellreſpeced, and kindely intreated by him, 
which 1s the Rrongeſt chaine, that lin cs the love of the ſervant to 
the feru ce of his Maſter : As the contrary isthe breakipg ot it, I 
'ce hee is Gut ut the r19ht way, ard hath wholly loſt himſelfez and 
2GLiNg can betallaman worſe in this word, then to hunt after his 
clire, without hope or a 200d and happy «nd ; efj:ecially,ne thin- 
king to recouer his game (which h.micl.c boldeth ſo hard and dif. 
ficulta purſuite) by the vane a'vice, and fool: ieaſons of that 
beaſt Sempropo, which is all one, as1t le thou'd gee about with the 
breade end of a Space, to dig iitric wirmes Gut of a mans hand. 
| hare ir, I abhorre ur. It is abonmable:and with gricte I {peakeir I 
doc much lament ir, 

Celeftina, Knowſi thov not. Parmeno, that it is an abſolure folly, 
or mecre limplicity to bewatic that, which by wayling caunut bee 
hoipen ! | 

Parme, And therefore dee wavle, becauſe it cannot beholpen: 

| Forit by wayling ani weeping, it were poſhble to worke ſome re- 
{ mcdy for my Maſter, ſo great would the contentment of that hope 
be, that for very ioy, I ſhuuld not have the power 10 weere, But 
becau{c 1 ice all hope thereof to be vtrerly lotl,with it hauc | loft a'l 
my 10y, and for this cauſe doe] weepe. 

Celeſt. Thou weepeſi in vaine for that, which, cannot by wee. 
ping be auoyded ; thou canſt not turne the ſtreame of his violent 
| paſhon ; and therefore maiſt truly preſume that he is paſt all cure. 
| Tell mee (Parmero) hath not the like happencd to others, as well 
; aStOfim? 

Parme, Yes. ButTwould not have my Maſter through mour. 
n:ng and grieuin-, langutiih, and grow |.cke | 

Ccleſiina Thy Maſter is well inough, He is nor Fcke : and were 
hee neuer ſo ficke, never ſo much payned and grieued, I my 
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ſclfe am able to cure him, I haue the power todoe it. 

Parme. I regard not what thou faiſt, For in good things, better 
is the Act, then the Power : And in bad things, better the Power, 
then the AQ, Sothat, it is beter to be well, then in the way tobee | 
well, And better is the poſſibility of being ſicke,then to. beſicke in- 
deed : and therefore, Power in ill, is better then the A. | 

Cleft. O thou wicked villaine ! How Idly doſt thou talke, as | 
if thou didſt not vnderſtand thy ſelfe 2 It ſeemes thou doſt not know | 
his diſeaſe; What haft thou hitherto faid ? What would thou 
haue > VWhart is't that grieues you, Sir > Why lamenteſt thou ? Be 
you diſpos'd to jeſt, and make your felfe merry ? or are you in | 
200d carnc(t, and would'ſt faine face out truth with talſchood? ke- | | 
!ceuc you what you lift ; Lam ſure hee 1s ficke, and that in Act, and | | 
' that the Power to make him whole,lyes wholly inthe hands of this | 
weake old woman. | | 
Parme, Nay rather, of this weake 01d Whore, | | 

| 
| 
| 


Celeft. Now the Hang-man be thy ghoſtly farther, my little raf. | 
call, my pretty villaine ; tow dar it thou be fo bold with me ? | 
Parm. How, as though I did not know thee ? | 
Celeft, And who art thou ? | | 
Parm, \Who? marry, I am Parmene, ſonne to Alberto thy goſſip, 
who liu'd ſome little while with thee; for my mother recommen- | 
ded mce vato thee, when thou dwelr it cloſe by the rivers fide in | : 
Tanners row, , | | 
Celeſt, Good Lord and artthou Parmene, Clandina's ſonne ? 
Parm. The very ſame. | 
Cele. Now the fire of the pockes conſume thy bones; for thy | 
mother was an old whore, as my (elfe :: Why doft thou perſecute 
me, Permeno ? tis heingood truth, it is hee, Come hither vnto | 
mee, comel ſay ; many a good jerke, and many a cufte on theeare 
haucI giuen thee in my dates, and as many kifſes roo, A you lit. | 
tle rogue, doſt thou remember, firrha, when thou lay'ſt at my beds | 
feet ? 
Parm. Paſſing well : and ſometimes alfo, though I was then bur | 
a little Apiſh boy, how you would take me vp to your pillow, and 
there lye hugging of me in your armes; and becauſe you ſauour'd | | 
ſomewhat of old age, I remember how I would fling and flye from | 
you. 
Celeſt, A pocks on you for a rogue. Out(impudent!) art thou not 
alhamed to talkethus > But to leaue off all jeſting, and to come | 
| toplaine carneſt; Heare me now (my childe) and hearken what | 
I thall ſay vato thee. For, though I am called hither for one 
end, I am come for another. And albeir I have made my 
telfe a ſtranger vnto thee, and as though I knew thee nor, yet | 
thou waſt the onely cauſe that drew mee hither, My ſonne, I am | | 
ſure thou art not ignorant, how that your mother gaue you vn- | 
to me, your father being then aliue ; who, after thou wenrſt from 
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me,dyed of no other griefe, ſauce onely what ſhe ſa fired for the vn- 
ccrtainty of thy life and perſon, For whole abſence in thoſe latter 


; 1eeres of her elder age, ſhe led a moſ painefull, penſiug and care- 
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tulllife. And when the time came, that ſhe was to leaue this world, 
ſhee ſent for mee, and in ſecret recommended thee vuto me, and 
told me, (no other witneſle being by, but heauen the wirneſle to 
ail our workes, our thoughts, our kearts, whom ſhe alone interpo- 
{ed betweene her and mee) that of all loues I ſhould doe fo much 
{orl.er, asto make inquirie after thee, and when I had found thee, 
to bring thee vp,&foſter thee as mine ownzand that as ſoon as thou 
(houldit come to mans eſtate, & wert able to know howto gouern 
thy ſelfe, and ro liuein ſomegood manner and iathion ; that then I 
ſhould diſcouer vnro theea certain place, where, vader many a lock 
and key, ſhe hath left thee more ſtore of Gold and Siluer, then all 
the reucnewes come fo, that thy Maſter Cal/i/te hath in his poſſe(- 
fon. And becauſe 1 ſolemnly vow'd, and bound my felfe by pro- 
miſe vnto her, that I would ſee her delire,as tar foor:has lay in me, 
to be well and truely pertormed, ſhe peacetully departed this mor- 
tall life ; and though a mans faith ought to be inutolably obſerued 
both to rhe living and the dead, yet more eſpecially to the dead; for 
they are not able to doe any thing of cthem{clues, they cannot come 
ro me,and proſecute their right here vpon earth. I haue ſpent much 
:ime& mony in inquiring & ſearching afterrhee, & could never till 
now hcare what was become of thee: and it is not avoue threedates 
{:ncc,that I firit heard of your being,and where you abode, Verity, 
ithath + uch grieued me,rFatthou haſt gon traueiling,% wandring 
throuchout the world, es thou haft done trom place, to place, 19. 


ſing thy time, without either gaine of prokr, or of friends, For, (as 


Seneca (aith) Traucllers have many ends, and few friends. For, in 
ſo ſhorta time they can neuer faſten triend!}1p with any : and hee 
that is every where, is ſaid robe no where, Againe, that meat can. 
not benefit the body, which is 10 ſyoner eaten, then ciectced, Net- 
ther doth any rhing more hinder it's health, then y our diverfiries, 
and changes of meates. Nor doth that wound come to be heatel, 
which hath daily change of rents, and never plaſters, Nor doth that 
Tree never prove, which is often transplanted and remoued from 
one ground roanother, Nor is there any thing {o profitable, which 
at the firit ſight bringeth profit with it. Thcreforc (iy good ſonne) 
leaue off thele violencies of youth,and following the doctrine, and 
rule cf thy Anceſtors, returne vnto rcafon, ſettle thy ſelte in ſome 
one place or other, And where better,then where I ſhal aduiſe thee, 
taking mee, and my counſcllalong with thee,to whom thou art re- 
commended both by thy father and mother ? AndI, as if I were 
thine owne true mother, ſay vnto thee, vpon thoſe curſes and ma. 
ledi&ons, which thy parents haue laid vpon thee,if thou ſhould'ſt 
be diſobedient vnto me, that yet a while thou continue heere, and 


ſerue this thy Maſter which thou haſt gotten thee, cill thou heareſt 


fur- 
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further from mee, but not with that fooliſh loyalty, and ignorant 
honeſty, as hitherto thou haſt done ; thinking to finde firmeneſſe 
vpona falſe foundation, as moſt of theſe Matters now a daies are. 
But doe thou gaine friends, which-is a durable and laſting commo- 
dity ; ſtickecloſelyand conſtantly vnto them ; doe not thou live 
vpon hopes, relying on the vaine promiſes of Maſters, who ſucke 
away the ſubſtance of their ſeruants, with hollow-hearted, and idle 
promiſes, as the horſe-leaches ſuck bloud ; and in the end fall off 


from them, wrong them ,grow forgettull of their good ſeruices,and | 
deny themany recompence or reward atall. Wo be vnto him thar | 
growes old in Court, The Maſters of theſe times loue more them- | 


ielues then their ſeruants ; neither 4n ſodoing doe they doe amiſle, 
The like. loue ought ſeruants to beate. vnto themſelues. Liberality 
was loit long agoe; rewards are growne out ot date; magnificence 
is fled the countrie z and with her, all noblenefſe. Euery. one of 
them is wholly now for himſclfe, and makes the beſt hee can ot his 
ſeruants ſeruice, ſeruing his turne, as hee ftindes it may ſtand with 
his priuate intereft and profit, And therefore they ought to doe 
no leſle, tithens thac they are leſſe then they in ſubſtance,bur to live 
after their law, and to doe as they doe. My fonne Parmene, 1 rhe 
rather tell thee this, becauſe thy Maſter (asI amintormed) is (as 
it ſcemeth likewiſe vnto mce) a +Rowpenecios, One that befooles his 
ſeruants, and weares them out to the very ſtumps, lookes for much 
ſeruice at their hands, . and makes them ſmall, or -no recompence; 
Hewill looke to be ſerued of all, but will part with nothing art all. 
Weigh well my words, and- pertwade thy ſeife, that'what I haue 
ſaid is true : Get thee ſome friends in his houſe, which is the grea- 
teſt, and preciouſeit lewell in the world, For, with him thou mult 
not thinke to faſten friendſhip, Athing ſeldome ſcene,where there 
is ſuch difference of eſtate and condition, as is berweene you two. 
Opportunity,thou ſeeſt,now offers her ſelfe.ynto vs,0n whole fore- 
top, if wee will but take hold, wee ſhall all of vs be great gainers, 
and thou ſhalc preſently have ſomerhing, wherewithallto help thy 
ſelfe. As for that which I told you of, it (hall bee well and Feel 
kepr, when time ſhall ſerue 3 in the meanewhile, it hall be muc 
for thy profit, that thou make Sempromio thy friend. 

Parme, Celeſtina, ray hayre ftands an end to heare thee, I trem- 


ble at thy words; I know not what 1 ſhould doe, 1 am in a great | 


perplexity, One while I held thee for my mother, another while 
Cal:flo for my Maſter, I deſire riches,but would pot'get them 
wrongfully ; for, hee that riſes by vnlawfull meanes, falls with 
_ ſpeed, then he got vp, I would not for allcke world thrive 

y ill gotten gaine, 12 12M 
Celeft, Marry, Sir, but ſo wouldI : right, or wrong; ſo as my 

houſe may be raiſcd high inough, I carc nor, 
Parme. Well, wee twoare of contrary minds, For, I ſhould ne- 
ver live contented with ill gotten = ; for I hold cheercfull po- 
uerty, 
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' nor poore, that haue little, burthey that deſire much ; And there- | 


CI ee 


uerty,to bean honeft thing. Betides, I muſt tel 50u, that they are 


jorefſay all you can, though never {o much, yowſhall never per- 


' {wade mc in this, #0 be of your belicte. I wodld faine paſſe ouer 


| 101 


| this life of miue withour enuy : I would pafſe rhorow ſolicary 


woods and wilderneſſes withour feare: I would take my ſteep with- 
out tartings : 1 would avoyd injuries, with gemtle anſwers : indure 
violence without reuniting : and-brooke opprefſion by a reſolute 
reſiſtance. | 

Celeſt. O my fonne ! it isa true ſaying; that VViſdome cannot be 
bur onely ih aged perſons. And-thou art bar young, 

Parm. True, but contented poverty is {ate and ſecure, 

Celeft. But tell mee, I pray thee, whom doth fortune more ad- 
vance, thenthoſethat be bold and venturous ? Befides, who *s hee, 
chat comes to any thing in a Common: wealth, who hath refolued 
with himſelfe to live without friends > But (heauen be thanked) 
chou haf# wealth inough ofthine owne, yer thou knoweſt not what 
neede thou maiſt haue of friends for the berter keeping of them. 
Nordothou think that this thy inwardnefle with thy Maſtercan a- 
ny way fecure thee. For the po a mapsfortune is,the lefſe ſecure 
it is; and then moRt 'ricklith, when moſt proſperous. 'And there- 
fore,to bearmed againft misfortunes, we miſt armeour ſelues with 
friends, And where eanſt thou get a htrer, neerer, and berrer com. 
panion inthis kinde, then where thoſe three kinde of triendſhips 
doe concurre in one? To wit, goodneffe, profit, and pleafure, For 
goodnefle ; behold the good will of Semprowtv, how agrecable, and 
conformable ir is to thine: and with it, the great ſimiliancy, and 
ſuteableneſle, which both of you have in verrue; For prafir; That 
lyes in this hand of mine, if you two'can but agreetogether : For 
pleaſure; That likewiſe is very likely. For now you are both in the 
prime of your yeeres, young and luſty,and fit for all kinde of ſports 
and pleaſures wharſcever;wherein young men, more then 61d folks, 
do wy ay linke rogether:as in gaming,in wearing good clothes, 

ing, ineating, in drinking and wenching together, O Parme- 
wo! if thou thy ſelf wouldſt, what a life might wee leade ? Eucn as 
merry as the day is long. Sewpronte, hee loues Elicia, Kinſewoman 
tO Arenſa, | 

Parm. To Areuſa> © 

Celeſt. I, to Arenſa. 

Parm, TocAreuſa,thedaughter of Eliſo ? 

: Celeft, To Arexſa, the daughter of E/iſo. 

Farm. Isthis certaine ? 

Celeſt, Moſt certaine, 

Parm, It is marvellous ſtrange. | 

Celeff. But tell me man; Doſtthou lrke ber ? 

Parm, "Nothing inthe world more. | 

Celeſt. Well, now Fknow thy: minde, letmealone. HKeer's my 
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hand ; Iwill giue her chee. Thou ſhalt haue her; Man, ſhe is thine 
| owne, as ſure asa Club. 
' Parmeno. Nay ſoft mother, you ſhall give mec leaue not to be- 
ſeeue you ; I truſt no body with my faich. : 
Celeft, He is vnwife, that will belceve all men; And hee is inan 
errour, that will beleeue no man. 
Parme. I faid,thar I beleeve thee, bur I dare not be ſobold. And 
therefore let me alone. | 
Celefl. Alas, poore filly wretch ; faint-hearred is hee that dares 
not venture for his good. owe giues nuts to them, that haue no 
teeth tocracke them : And beanes tothoſe, that haue no iawes to 
chew them, Simple as thou art, thou maiſt truely ſay, Fooles haue 
forrune : for it is commonly ſcene, rharthey who haue leaſt wiſc. 
dome. haue moſt wealth : and that they who kauethe moſt diſcre. | 
non, haue the leaſt means. | 
Parm, O Celeftina; Thaue heard old men ſay, that one exam. 
| pleof luxury or couctouſneſle, does much hurt, And that a man | | 
ſhould conuerſe with thoſe that may make him better; and to for- 
fake the fellowſhip of rhoſe whom hee thinkes to make better. 
As for Sempronio,neyther by his example ſhall be won to be ver- | 
tuous; nor he by my company be with-drawne from being vicious. 
And ſuppo{e that I ſhould incline to that which thou ſaiſt, I would 
faine know this one thing ofthee, how by example faults may bee 
concealed. And though a man ouercome by pleaſure, may goe a- 
eain(t vertue; yet notwithſtanding, let him take heed how hee 
{por his honeſty, | 
| Celeſt. There is no wiſdome in thy words ; For, wmthour compa. 
ny, there is no pleaſure in the poſlefſion ofany thing. Doe not thou | 
then draw backe, doe not thou torment and vexe thy ſelfe. For, 
Nature (ſhurnes whatſoeuer ſauours of ſadnefſe; and deſires that | 
which is plealantand delightſome. And delight is with friends, in 
things that are ſenſuall; bur eſpecially in recounting marters of 
loue,and communicating them, the one to the other. This did I do 
my ſclfe ; 'this ſuch a one told me; ſuch a icſt did wee breake ; in | | 
this ſort did I winne her; thus often did I kifle her : rhus often did | 
' (hee bite me; thus | imbraced her; thus came wee neerer and nce- : 
rer. O what ſpeech,whart grace. what ſport,whar kiſſes ! Let vs goe | 
thicker, Let vs returne hither, Let vs haue muſick, Let vs paint Mot. f 
to's, Let vs ſing ſongs, Let vs invent ſome pretty deuices ; Let vs 
tiltit; What ſhall bethe Impreſſe? What the letter to it 2 To 
m-2rrow ſhee will walke abroad , Let vs round her ſtreete; Read | 
this her Letter ; Let vs goe by night ; Hold thou the ladder; | | 
Guard well the gate; How did ſhee eſcape thee ? Looke, where | 
| the Cuckold her husband goes ; I left her all alone , Ler vs giue an- 
| other turne; Let vs goe baeke againe thither, And is there any de. | 
| light (Parmens) in all this, without company > By my fay,by my fay, 
| they thathauc :ryall cantell you, __ this is the delight, this 1s the 
| 2 onely 
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onely pleaſure, As for that other thing you wor of, your Aſſes haue 
a better, and can doe better then you, or the beſt of you all, 

| | Parmeno. I would not,mocher, that you il ould draw mee on by 
; your pleaſing perſwaſions to follow your aduice, as thole haue 
| | dove, who wanting a good foundation to build their opinionon, 
ſ. | ' have invited and drawne men to drirgke of their hecrefies,ſugring 
| their cup with ſome ſweet kinde of poyſon, for to catchand capti- 
| ' uate the wills of weake-minded men, and ro blinde the eyes of rheir 
| | reaſon, with the powder of ſome {weet-pleating affection, 

Celeſt. What 15-reaſon, y ou foole? What 1s afiection, you Aﬀe? 
2iſcretion (which thou haſt not) muſt determine that; And dif- 
cretion gives the vpper hand to prudence ; and prudence cannot be 
had wi:hout experience ;z and experience cannot bce tound bur in 
old foiks, and ſuch as are well ſtrucken in yeeres, And therefore 
wee are called fathers, and mothers, and good parents doe al.- 
ways giuc their children good councell: as I mere eſpecially now 
doc thee; whole life and credir, I preferre before mine owne, And 
when,. or how, canſt thou be able to requite this my kindenefle ? 
For, Parents and Tutors can neuer rece1ue any recompence, that 
may equallrheir deſert _ 

Parme., Tam very icalous and ſuſpicious of receiuing this doubt. 
full councell. I am afraid ro venture vpon 1t, 

Celeſt. Wilt thou not entertaine it > We!l, I willrhen tell thee, 
Hee that wilfully refuſeth councc]l, ſhall ſuddenly come to detiru. 
Aion. And fo (Parmers) I rid my ſelfe of thee, as alſo of this 
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bulineſfle. 
1 Parm, My mother (I ſec) isangry 3 and what were beſt rodo,] 
i know not. I am doubttull of tallowing her counce!l: it ts as greatan 


OS I O—_ 


crrour to beleeue nothing,as it is to belecuc cucry thing, The morc 
humane and cjuil! courie 1s, to haue afhance and confhidence1n her. 
Eſpecially in that, where beſides the preſent benefir, both profic 
ard pleaſure is propoſed. I haue heard tel] ; thata man ſhould te- 
leeuc his berters,and thoſe whoſe yeers carry authority with them, 
Now ; V\ hat is1t ſhe aduiſcth me vnto ? 10bcat peace with Sem- 
pronis : and ro peace, no man ought ro be oppoſite. For bleſſed are 
| the peacefull. Louec and charity towards our brethren, that is not 
| to de ſhunned and auoided by vs; and few are they ,that will furgoe 
their profit, 1 will therefore ſecke to pleaſe her, and hearken vato | 
her. Mother, a maſter ought nor be offended with hq> Schollers 
| 1gnorance; at leaſt, very (eldome in mattces of depth and know. 
| 
| 


-  —— 


ledge, For though knowledge in its owne nature, be communica- 

ble vnto all, yet is 1t infuſcd but into few. And therefore pray par- 
| Con me, and ſpeake a new vnto me; For, I will not only heare and 
| belecuethee, burreceiuethy councell as a ſingular kindneſle, and a 
| token of thy great fauour, andeſpeciall loue towards mee, Nor 
; yet would I, that you ſhould thanke mee for this; Becauſe the 
| praiſe and thankes of cuery action, ought rather to be attribured 
| , ro 
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| rothe giuer then ro the recetuer. Command mee therefore ; for | 
' ro your commandements hall Icucr be willing, that my conſent 
ſubmir it ſelte, 
Celeſt, It is proper to a mantoerre ; but to a bealt, to perſeuerc 
inanerrour, It doth much glad me, P.armens, that thou haſt clear'd 
. thoſee thicke clouds, which darkened thy cye-fight,and haſt anſwe. 
' red mee according tothe wiſedome, Uiſcretion, and ſharpe wit of 
thy father, whoſe perſon, now repreſenting it ſelfe treth ro my re- | 
, membrance, doth make my tender eyes to melt into teares, which | 


— —_ 
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; thou ſeeſt in ſuch abundance tortrickle downe my cheeks, He ſome. 
, times would maintaine hard and ſtrange propoſitions, but would 
, preſently (ſuch was the goodnefle of his nature) fee his errour, and | 
imbrace the truth, ] ſweare vnto thee ; that in thus fecing thee to | 
| thwart the truth, and then ſuddenly vpon it, laying down all contra. 
| diftion,am! tobe conformable to that which was reaſon;me thinks, 
I doc as liucly now behold thy father : as 1t henow were living,and 
; preſent heere before mee, O what a man he was, how proper 1m his 
perſen, how able in his actions, what a part did he beare, aud what 
' a venera'l and reverend countcnance did hee carry ! Bur huth, 1 
| heare Cal;/lo comming, and thy new friend, Sempronio, whole re- 
; concilement with him , I reterreto ſome hitter opportuni'y, tor, 
| twoliuing inone heart, are more powerfull both for ation, anc 
| vncgerſtanding. 
| (aliſfo, Deare mother, Idid much doubt, conſidering my mil 
| fortunes, to finde you alive : but waruaile more, conſidering my 
; deſire, that my ſelte come aliue vnto you, Recciue this poore gitt 
_ of lym, whowith it cffters thee his life, 
| Celeſt, As in your fineſt gold,that is wrought by the hand of your 
| cunninzeſt and curioſeſt Artificer, the workemanſhip oftentimes 
' doth ſarre ſurpaſſe the matter:So the faſhion of your faire liberalir 
| goth much exceed the gceatnelle of your gift, And queſtion'eſle, 
a kindneſſe that is quickely conferr'd, redoubles it's cftect ; for hee | 
that (lacketh that, which he promiſeth, ſecmeth ina manner code. 
ny-it, and to repent himſelfe of his promiſed fauour. 
Parme, Scpronio, what hath hee given her ? 
Sempr, A hundred crownes in good gold. 
Parme, Ha, ha, ha. 
See-pr, Hath my mother talk't with thee ? 
Parme, Peace, ſhee hath. 
; Sempr. Howisit then with vs? 
Parme. As thou wilt thy ſelte.. Yet for all this, meethinkes I 
ain ſtill afraid, 
Sempr. No more, Be ſilent. I feare mee, I ſhall make thee twice 
as much atraide, e'c [have done with thee, 
Parm, Now fie vpon it. { perceive there can be no greater plague, 
nor no greater enemy toa man, then thoſe of his owne houſe. 
Caliſts, Now mother, goe your wayes,get you home and cheere | 
vp 
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vp your 99/06 © 4 when you haue done thar, I pray haſten 
hiths:, ©n4 £24 Ce » 12 YUrs, 

( -/-7+:3, £3004. chance attend you, 
Caijiv, And you too: And fofarewell, 


The end of the firſt CAT. 
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THE ARGY MENT. 


| ("ELESTINA, being departed from Califto, and gone bome 
to her owne houſe ; Caliſto continues talking with Serapro- | 

nio, his ſeruant ; who like ene that is put in ſome good hope, | 

| thinkeng all ſpeed too ſlow, ſends away Sempronio zo Celetti- 
| na, to ſolicit her for the quicker diſpatch of his concemed buſineſſe; 
' Califto avd Parmeno in the meane While reaſoning together. | 


INTERLOCV TORS. 


Caliſto, Semproulo, Parmeno. 


Aliffo, Tell me(my Maſters) The hundred crownes | 
(> [4 which I gaueyonder old Bel-dame, arc they well be- 
&> y Rowed, orno? | 
IR Sempr. Yes Sir, exceeding well, For, beſides, rhe | 
: ſauing of your life, you haue gained much honour by | 
it. And for what cnd is fortune fauourable and proſperous,butto be | 
a handmaide to our honour, and to wayte thereon, which ofall | 
worldly goods 1sthe greateſt > For honor is the reward and recom- | 
pence of vertue; and tor this cauſe wee giue it vato the Divine ; 
Eſſence, becauſe wee haue not any thing greater to giur him. | 
The beſt part whereof confiſteth in liberality and bounty : and | 
this cloſe-fiſtednes,and vncommunicared rreajure,dorh eclypſe and 
darken whereas magnificence and liberaliry doch gaine, and ig?!» ; 
extoll it. What good is it for a man to keep that tokimle!fe,which |; 
in the keeping of it, does himſclfe no good ! I rell you, Sir,and whar 
[ ſpeakeis truth ; Better is the vſe of riches, then the poliefling of 
them, O, how glorious athing is it to giuc ? and how miſerable ro 
receive ? 
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| And thus, Sir, hauing told you my minde, let mee now aUuiſc you 
| that you would be plezfed to returne backe to your chamber, anc 
. thererake ſome reſt, ſichence, that your bulineſle is deofited 11 
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' our Ancefters, But I am of opinion,that another mans light can ne. 
\ ver make you ſhine, vnlefle you have ſome of your owne. And 
' therefore doe not glory inthe noblenefſe of your father, who was fo 
-. magnificent a Genrleman, bur in your owne. Shine nor our of his, 
; buryour owne light ; and ſo {hall you ger your ſelie honour, which |: 

is mans greateſt ourward good. Wherefore not the bad, bur | 
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receive? Sce, how much better action is then paſſion : ſo much | 
more nobleisthegiuer,rthen the ceceiuer. Amongſt the Elements, | 
the fire, bedaule it is more active, is the more noble ; and therefore | 
placed in the” Spheares, inthe noblelt place. And ſome ſay ; that | 
nobleneſſe isa praiſe proceeding from the merit, and antiquity of 


the good ,- (ſuch as your ſelte) are worthy topartake of fo perte& 
a vertue. And beſides, I muſt tell you, that perfect vertue doth nor 
ſuppoſe thac Honour hath it's fellow : and therefore reioce with 
veur (elie, that you haue beene ſo magnificent, and ſo bountitul!, 


ſach hands ; afſuriny your ſelfe, that the beginning being ſo good, 
the end will be much betrer : and fo let vs goe preſently to your 
chamyer; where I ſhall rtreate more at large with you concer- 
ning this buſioeſle, 

 Caliſts, Me thinkes (Sempromis) it is no good counſell, that 1 
ſhoukd reſt heere accompanied, and that ſhee ſhould goe all aloue, 
who ſeckes to cure my ill : 4t were better that thou ſhouldſt goe a- 
long with her, and haſten heron,ſfince thou know, that on her dil. 
ligence dependeth a her flowneſle, my painfulneſle, 
on her ncglet, my deſpaire. Thou arr wiſe, I know thee to bee 
faithfull, I hold thee a good ſeruant, And therefore fo handle the 
matter, that ſhe ſhall no ſooner ſee thee, bur that ſhee may iudge of | 
that paite which 1 feelc, and of that fire which tormenteth mee; | 
whoſe exrreme heat will not giue me leaue to lay open vnto her the | 
third part of my ſecret ſickeneſſe. Sodid it rye my rongue, and 
rooke fuch- hold on my fences, that they were not onely bufied, but | 
in a manner waſted and conſumed ; which thou, as onethat is free | 
from the like paſſhon,maiſt more largely deliver, letting thy words 
runne with a looſer reyne. | 

Sempr. Sir, | would faine goe to fulfill your commmand : And 

I would fayne ſtay, to eaſe you of your care ; your feare puts ſpurs 
to my ſides; and your olitarinefle, like a bridle, pulls mee backe. 
Bur I will obey and follow your councell ; which 1s, ro goeand la- | 
bour the old woman. Bur how ſhall I goe > For, ifT leaue you thus 
all alone, you will talke idlely, like - that is —_— _— | 
thing but ſigh, weepe, and take on, ſhutting your felfe vp indark- | 
allo deſiring ſylitude, and ſeeking new meanes of thoughrfull ror. | 
ment; wherein if you ſtill perſevere, you cannot eſcape either death | 
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or madneſſe. For the auoyding whereof, ger ſome good —_— | 
about 
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| about you, that may miniſter vnto you occaſion of mirth,by recoun- 
| ting of witt conceits,by intertaining _ with Muſieke, and (ing. 
| | ing merry ſongs, by reiating Stories, dy deuiſing Marto's, by tel- 
| | lingales, by playing at cards, ieſting, ſporting, In a word, by in- 
venting any other kinde of ſweet and delighttull recreation, for to 
paſle away the time, that you may not ſuffer your thoughts ro run 
| tt1ll wandring on-in that crucli errour, whereinto they were pur 
| by that your Lady and Miſtreſſe, vpon the firſt trance and encoun- 
er Of your Lou, c 
Caliſls. How likea filly foole thou talkeft ! Know'ſt thou nor, 
at ic eaſcth the paine, to bewaile it's cauſe > O how ſweet is it to 
he ſorrowtull, tovnſheathe their griefes > VV hat caſe doe broken 
| hes brinzg with them > O whata diminiſhing and refreſhing to 
( cearctuil complaints, is the vnfolding of a mans woes, and bitter 
paltons ? AS many as Cuer WLIt of comfort, and conſolation, doc 
all ot them 1wmpe in this. 

Sempr. Read a little farther ,and but turne over the leate,and you 
| ſhall fnde they fay thus : Thar to truſt in things temporall, and to 
ſeck after matter of forrow, isa kinde of foolithneſſe, if not mad- 
neſſe. And that Atacias,the 1ollof Lovers, forgerfull of himfelfe, 
becauſe his miſtreſic «id torget him; and careleſlc of his well-fare, 
becauſe ſhe carcd not for him, complaines himſelfe thus : That the 
| puniſhment of loue ccnt1ils in the contemplation thereof: And 

that the beſt remedy againit loue, is, not to thinke on thy loue, 
| Theeaſe hieSin the forgetting it, Kick not therefore againſt rhe 
pricke; teyne thy ſelfe robe merry, pluck vp your ſpirits and be of 
gavd checre, and all, you ſhall ſee, ſhall be well : for oftentimes, 
opiniou, brings things waither it liſteti,:Not that it ſhould cauſe vs 
| to twarue from the truth, bur for to teach vs ro moderate our 
| ; ſence, and to gouerne our iudgement, | 
Califto, Sempronio, my friend, (tur ſo thy loue makes me tile 
. thee) jince it {o gricues thee that I ſhould be alone, call Parmens hi- 
ther, and hee ſhall ſtay with me : and henceforth, be thou, (as thou 
haſt euer beene) f.ithtull and loyall vato mee. For, in the ſervice 
| of the ſeruant,conlifteth the Maſters remuneration. O Parmens ! 
Parme, Heere, Sir, 
| Cali/?8, Ol rhinkenot, for I cannot ſeethee, Leauc her not,Sem- 
promo: Ply her hard, follow her atan inch. Forget mee nor, I 
pray thee, Now Permeno, what thinkeſt thou of that which hath 
-paſt to Cay © My paine is great; Helibea ſtately, Celefting wile, ſhe 
15 her crafts Maſter, and we cannot doe amille, Thou haſt mayaly 
oppoſed thy ſelfeagainſt her:and todraw me to a deteſtarion of her 
thou haſt painted her forth to the purpoſe, and ſet her outin her 
colours : and I beleeue thee. For ſuch and ſo great is the force of 
truth,that it commandseuen the ronguesof our enemies.But bethe 
'uch, as thou haſt deſcribed her tobe; yet had I rather givehcran 
hundred Crownes, then-giuc another five. 


GG , pot Parm. | 


th 


——_— 


——— 
— 


[ 


ih 
i | 
þ | 
i 
F 
| 


s - . 4 6; —_—— — —> _ E. 4 P_ _— 
—t-< eco. foe roy. oe - eo Pe —_— _-, , _ 
. - » = —— - \— wg  ; 


a 


—_—— 


— — 


os : >. * A .. 
» .. - ; alk 4 
4 
tit ACEC NAA EY AO 9 7 I Po I II on LY 


TE nr On——_— PI 
— 


4% 
—_——— 


_— 


The Spaniſh BAvv De 


— ——— _ 


Parme, Is the winde in that doore > Doe you beginne to com- 
plaine already ? Haue you now better bethought your ſelte> Wee 
(hall ſhortly complaine tooat home for Lteare mee, we [hall faſt 
for this frankeneſle, : 

Caliſto. It 1s thy opinion, Purmeno, that I aske ; Gratifie mee 
therein : Hold, doſt thou looke > Why hang'it thou downe thy 
head, when thou ſhouldeſt anſwer me 2 Bur l perceiue, that as en- 


uy is ſad,and ſadneſſe without a tongue z thine owne will can doe | 


more with thee, then feare of my diſpleaſure, Whar is that thou 


' grumble(t at? What didſt rhou mutter to thy felfe, as though 
| thou wert angry ? 


Parm, | ſay ,Sir,that it had been better you had imployed your l1- |* 


; beralicy on ſome preſent, or the like ſeruices vpon Melibea her ſelte, 


; thento caſt away your money vpon this old Bawd : I know well | 


' enough what (hee 1s 3 and which is worſe,on ſuch aone, as mindes 


— —— ——— - - 


| 


ro make you her {laue. 

Caliſto, How (you foole) her ſlave ? 

Parme, I, her {laue. For to whom thou telleſt thy ſecret, to him 
doeſt thou giue thy liberty, 


—_— — 
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Caliſto, It is ſomething that the foole hath ſaid ; but I would | 


faine know this of thee; whether or no, when as there is a great di- 
ſtance betwixt the intreater, and the intreated, the ſuitor, and the 
party ſued vnto, either our of authority of obedience, or greatneſle 
of eſtate and dignity ,ornobleneſſe of deſcent of bloud, as there is 
betwixt my Miſtreſle, and my felte ; Wherher or no (I pray) ir 
be not neceflary to haue an intercellour, or mediatour for mee, 
who may cucry foot go to and fro with my meflages, vntill they ar- 
riue at her cares, of whom,to hauea ſecond Audience, I hold it im- 
poſſible,” And if it be thus with me, tell mee, whether thou appro- 
ueſt of what I have done, or no? 

Parm, The diuell approue it for mee, 

Caliſio, What ſaiſt thou ? 

Parme, Marry, I ſay,Sir, that neuer any errour came yet vnac- 
companied ; and that one inconuenience 1s the cauſe of another, 
and thedoore that opens vato many. 


—— 


— 


Califto, Thy ſaying Iapproue, but vaderftand not thy purpoſe, 
Parme, Then thus, Sir, your lofing of your Hawke the orher 


day,was rhe caule of your cntring into the Garden, where cAMelibea 


was tO looke if the were there; your entring,the cauſe that you both | 


ſaw her,and taiked with her ; your talke ingendred loue; your loue | 
brought torth your paine; and your paine,will be the cauſe of your | 


[ 


growing carelefſe and wretchleſle both of your body, foule, and | 


goods. And that which grieues me moſt, is, that you muſt tall into | 
the hands of that ſame Trot.vp-ane down; that maiden-head-mon. | 


ger,thart ſame gadding to and fro Bawd, who for her villanics, and 
ogueries in that kinde, hath beene three feucrall times implu- 
med, 
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| his naturall iudgement, Take but away this ſame vaile of blinde- | 
| ? neſle, - 
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Califto, 1s't E'n fo, Parmeno?Is this allthe comtort thou canſt giue | 


me 2 Tell me rather ſomething that may pleaſe me, and give mee 
better content then this can. And know wathall, that the more 
thou doſt diſpraiſe, the better doe ] like her, Let her cumply with 
mee, and effe& my bulineſle, and let them implume her the tourth 
timetoo,it they will,I care not.Thou haſt thy wirs about thee;thou 
ſpeak'ſt not hauing any ſenſe of paine ; thou art nor heart-ficke, as I 
am, Parmeno, nor is thy minde touched with that fenſe of ſorrow, 
as mine 15, 

Parme, I had rather, Sir, that you ſhould be angry with me and 
rep: chenu me out of your choller, ior crofling your opinion, then 


out of your after-repentance, to condemne mee for not countelling | 


you to the contrary, For I ſhould but diffemb!e with you, it 1 
{hould nor tell you, Thar then you loſt your liberty, when you d1d 
firſt captiuate,and imprifon your will, 

Caliſto. This Villaine would be well cudgelled ; Tell mee (thou 
vninanerly Raſcall) Why doſt rhou blaſpheme that which I adore? 
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And you, Sir, who would ſecme to be {o wiſe, what wor'it thou of ' 


nour ? Tell me, what is Love ? ihew me wherein Ciuility con. 
iſteth Or what belongs to good maners ? Thou would(t faine be 
accounted difcreet,and wouldft chat I ſhoud thinke fo, and yer doſt 
not con{ider with thy {elte,that the firſt round in tollies ladder,is for 


a man to thinke himſelfe wiſe. If thou didſt but feele the paine tha | 


i do : with other water wou!dſt rhou bathe that burning, and waſh 


{ rhat raging wound, which thecruell ſhaft of Cxpid hath made in my 


heart, Sce, what remedy Sempronio brings vnto mice with his feete, 
the ſame doſt thou pur away with thy rongue, with thy vaine and 
vacomfortable words. And fteyning thy ſclfe (forſooth) to be faith- 
tull, chou art in realty of truth, nothing elſe but a meere Clot, and 
Lump ot earth ; a boxe fil'd with nothing but the very dregs and 
rround of malice: the very Inne and Houſe, that gives open inter- 
ta'renent to Enuy ; nut caring foas thou maiſtdetame,& diſcredit 
this o!d woman. be by it right or by wrong, how thou putreſt a dif. 


 atharce in my attection;thou knowing chat this my paine,and ouer- 
Huwing gricte, is not ruled by reaſon, nor will admir aduice, but 


is vnca-able of counſcll, which is as if one {ſhould rel mee; that 
[hat which is bred in the bone, may be ferci1t out of the fleſh - or 
that which is glewed to the very heart and intralls ofa man, may 
be vnlooſed without renting the ſou'c from the body.S: wpronio did 
teare h11s going, and thy ſtaying : itwas mine owne ſeeking ; I 
would n:eds have it fo; And therefore worthily ſuffer the trouble 
of his abſcace and thy preſence : an better is it, for a man to be a- 
lone, then 11] accompanied. 

Parmre, Sir, it is a weake fidelity, which feare of puniſhment can 


turne to flattery 3 more cipecially, with ſuch a Maſter, whom for- | 


| row and affliction deprive of reaſon, and make him a ſtranger to 
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ncfle,and theſe momentary fires will quickly vaniſh ;and then ſhall 
you know, that theſe my tharpe words are better to ki!l this ſtrong 
Canker, & to ſtifle theſe violent flaraes,then the ſoft ſmoothings of 
ſoothing Semproncio,which feede your humor, quicken vp your loue, | 
kindle afreſh your flames, and ioyne brands to brands, which thall | 
neuer leaue burting, till they haue quite conſumed you, and | 
brought you to your graue, IT | | 

Caliſto, Peace,peace,you Variet; Iam in paine and anguiſh,and 
thou rcadeſt phyluſophy vnto me, Burl expect no berrer at thy 
hands; I hauenot the patience to heare thee any longer. Goe, be 
gone; Get foorth my horte; See Lee be well and cleanc dreft ; 
Girthim well, For Imult paſſe Dy the houſe of my 2zelrbez, or 
rather of my Godcclle, 

farm. Holla, boyes,where be you > Not a bov about the toute, 


| I muſt befaine to docit my felfe; and Iam g1ad it is no worle * for 


; pronto chance to come r1 the meane while, and the old woman with 


' a mantell theſe fooles all that he can tortheir owne good, they will 
- never {ce it; and I, for my part belecue; that if I ſhould now at 


—_ — 


I fearc imee ere 17 be long, wee ſhall come to a worſe ofhce, then to 
be boys of the tpurre, and to lackey itat the ſtirrop. Well, let the 
world {lide, ar things be as they may be, when they cannot beas ! 


| they thould be. My Golips (I fee as it is in the prouerbe} are an. | 
ory with mee for ipealing the truth, Why, how now you Iade? | 


Are you rcighing too ? Is riot one 1ealous Lover inough in a houſe? 
Or doſt thou winde Melibea ! 

Califfo. VV hen comes this horſe ? Why, Parmeno, whatdoſt thou 
meanc ? why bringlt thou him not away ! 

Parm, bicere hee 1s : Soſza was was not within, 

Caliſio, Hold the ſtirrop, Open the gate a little wider. If Sem- 


him, will them to ſtay ; for I will returne preſently, 
Parme; Goc, neuer to returne, and the diuellgoc with thee, Let 


this inſtant giue him a blow on the heele, I ſhould bear more braine 
out of his heeJe then his head. Goe whither thou wilt for me: For | 
{ dare pawne tny tute, that Celeſtine and Sempronio will fleece 


| you ere they haue donewith you, and not leave you fo much as 
; One Maiter-teatner to maintaine your flight, O vnfortunate that I 


am, that 3 ſhould {utter hatred for my truth, and receiu& harme for 
ny {aitiull ſervice | Others thrive by their knauery, andT loſe 
by my honeity, The world 1s now growne to thar paſſe, that it is 
pod tobevad, and bad ro be good; and therefore TI will follow 
rhe ta{hion of the times,and doe as other men doe : fince that Trai- 
twurs are accounted wife and difcreet,and faithful! men are deemed 
iiliv nonctt tooles, HadT credited Celeſtina, with her fixe dozen of 
yceres 220ut her, and followed her counſell, I had not beene thus 
111 intreated by Caliſts, Bur this ſhall bee a warning vnto mee 
cur heereairer, to ſay as he ſaics, It he ſhall ſay, Come, !er vs cate, 
and be mercie,l will fay fo too. If, Letvs throw downe the houſe, I | 


P's 3 alſo 
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' alſo willapproue ir. If hee will burne all his goods, I will helpe to 
tetch the fire, Let him deſtroy, hang, drowne, burne himſelfe, and 
oive all rhar hee hath (it hee will) ro Bawds; I for my part will 
hold my peace, and helpe todeuide the ſpoyle. Belides, it is an an- 
cicnt. and rrue received Rule, That it is beſt fiſhing in troubled 
waters. V\heretore I will neverany more bea dog. e inamill, ro 
be beaten for my barking. 


oh, lo. boon one to bore ReeeIe, 
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in Caliſto's b+/exefſe concerning Melibea. 4: laft comes klicia; 
Celeiiina, (bee byes her to the houſe of Pleber10, 1» the meane 
while, Sempronio remarnes mn the bouſe wub Elicia, 


INTERLOCVTORS. 


Semproxto, (eleſuna, Elicia. 


'Empronio. Looke whart leyſure theold bezrded Bawd 
NJ takes 'How ſoftly (Le goes! How une leg comes Jraw- 
24\ ling atter another! Now ſhe has her money, her arcs 
1c] are broken. Well oucrtaken, Mother, I percciue.you 
v3 will not hurt your ſelte by two mucl. hate, 

Celeft. How now ,ſenre ? V hat newes with you ? 


| what hee would have. Nothing will content him; hee will have 
his cake bak'd before it be dough ; and his'meat roſted, betore ut be 
ſpitted, He feares thy negligence z and curſcth h!s owne couetoul- 
| nefſe; hee is angry with his cloie fiſtedneſle, and offendel that he 
| gaue thee no More. 

| 


Celeft. There is nothing more proper to Louers, then impati- 
; ence. Euery ſmall tarriance,is tothem a great torment; the leall de. 
| laybreedes diſlike ; In a moment what they imagine, muſt be ful- 


| ly effefted ; nay, concluded before begunne ; elpecially theſe new 
Louecrs, 
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S* MPRONIO goes to Celeſtina's houſe ; Hee reprehends | 
ber for her ſlackneſſe. They conſult what courſe they (hall taxe 


Sempr, \\ hy, this our icke patient knowes not well himſelie | 
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| Louers,who againſt any luring whatſveuer, flie out to checke,they 
| care not whither,without any aduiſemet in the world,or once thin. 
| king on the harme which the meate of their deſire may (by over- 
| POrging ) occaſion vnto them, intermingled amidſt the affayres and 
| bulinetles, concerning their owne perſons,and their ſeruants, 
| FSempr, What ſayit thou of ſeruants? Thinkeſt thou, that any 
' danger is like to come vnto vs, by labouring in chis buſineſſe ? Or, 
; that wee ſhall be burned with thoſe Sparkles which ſcatteringly 
' flye toorth of (alifts's fire ? I had rather fee him, and all his loue 
goerothe divell ; vpon the firſt diſcouery therefore of any danger, 
' (ifrhings chance ro goe croſie) I will eate no more of his bread, { 
will not ſtay with him, no not an houre. For, it is better to loſe 
; his ſeruice, then my life in ſeruing him, But Time will tell mee | 
' what (hall doe, For, before his hnall downe-fall, he will (like a 
' houſe, rhar is ready to fall) give {ome roken himſelte of his owne 
; ruine. And therefore, Matter, let vs inany caſe keepeour perſons 
' fromperill ; let vs doe what may be done; if it be poſſible, let vs 
| work ker for him this yeer:if not this,the nextzif not the next,when 
we may ; itneuer, the worſe lucke his : Though there is not any 
thing lo hard to ſuffer in it's beginning, which time doth not of. 
ten and reduce to a gentle ſufferance. And there is no wound © 
painefull, which in time doth nor flacken much of it's torment. Nor 
was there cuer any pleaſure ſo delightful!, which hath not by long 
| continuance beene much diminiſhed and leſſened. Il1land good, 
proſperity and aduerſity, glory and griefe; all theſe with rime, 
loſe the force and ſtrength of their raſh and haſty beginning ; 
Whereas matters of admiration, and things earneſtly delired, 
once obtained, haue no ſooner beene come, then forgotren,no ſoo- 
ner purchaſed, but relinquiſhed, Every day we ſee new and itrange 
accidents, wee heare as many, and wee paſſe them ouer; leaue 
thoſe, and hearken after others ; them alſo doth time leflen & make 
contingible, as things of common courſe, And I pray, what won- 
' der would you thinkeit, if ſome ſhould come and tell you; There 
was ſuch an carth-quake in ſuch a place,or ſome {uch other things; 
rell me, would you not ftreight forget it ? Asalſo, if one ſhould ſay 
vnto you, Such a Riuer is frozen, ſuch a blinde man hath recouered | 
his ſight; thy father is dead; ſuch a thunder. bolt fell in ſuch a place; | 
Granada is taken ; the King enters it this day ; the Turke hath re- 
ceiu'd an ouer.throw z to morrow you ſhall hauea great Eclypſe ; | 
ſuch a bridge is carried away with the flood ; ſuch a one is now | 
made a Noble man;Perer is rob'd;Annes hath hang'd her ſelfe. Now 
in {uch caſes, what wilt thou ſay, ſaue onely this ? That ſome three 
daies paſt, or vpon a ſecond view thereof, there will be no wonder 
made of it, All things are thus; they all paſſe atrer this maner ; all 
is forgotten and throwne behind vs,as if they had neuer beene, Tuſt 
fo will it be with this my Maſters Loue ; the farther it goes on,the 


more it will flacken : For long cuſtome doth allay ſorrow, weaken. | 
eth 
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| for it) ha{ithou ſeene in this Citty which have opencd their ſhops, 
| andtraded for themſelues, to whom I haue not beene a broaker to 
' their firſt ipunne thread,and holpe them to vent their warcs; there 
' wes not that wench borne in the world, bur Iwrit her downe in 


. this City wasI borne; in it was {bred ; Living (though T tay it) in 


| and how that hee ſhould gaine mice by our Company, and ioyning | 
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eth and ſubdueth our delights, and lefleneth wonders, Let vs make 
our profit of him, whileſtthis plea 15 depending ; and if wee may 
with a dry foote doe him good,the eaſter rhe berter; it nor, by little 
and little wee will ſolder vp this flaw, and make all whole by Me- 
libes's holding him in ſcorne and contempt, And it this will doe no 
g00d vpon him, better it 1s, that the Matter be pained, then his 
man perilled, : 

Celeſtina. Well hait thou ſaid;I hold with thee,and iumpe in thy 
opinion z thy words haue well pleated me, wee cannoterie. Yet 
noiwithitanding (my fonne) 1t 15 neceliary, that a good Proctour 
lhould follow his Clyents cauſe diligent!y and painfuily ; that hee 
colour his plea with ſome feyned thow of reaſon ; that hee prelle | 
ſome quillet or quirke of Law ; to goe and come into open Court, | 
though hce be check't, and recciue ſome harth words from the Jud. 
ges mouth, tothe end that they who are preſent, may both fee and 
jay, that though hee did not preuaile, jet he barh (pake and labou- 
red hard forhis fee, So ſhall not hee want Clycnts, nor Celeſtina 
ſuitors in caſes of Loue, 

Sempr. Doeas thourhinkſt good. Frame it to thine own liking; 
This is not the firſt buſineſle thou haſt taken in hand. 

Cele. The firſt, (my ſonne?) Few virgins ([ thanke Fortune 


my Rexifler, and kept a Catalogue of all their names,ro the intent 
that I might know how many eſcap'd my net. Why, what did 
thou thinke of mee, Parmeno! CanT live by theeyre > Can I feed 
my {clte with winde » Doel inherit any other land ? Hauel any 
other houſe or Vineyard ? Knoweli thou of any other ſubſtance of 
mince, beſides this office By what doe I cate and drinke > By 
what doeT fnde clothes ro my backe, and thooes to my feete ? In 


good credit and efttmaticn,as ail the world knowes. And doit thou 
thinke then, that I can goe vaknowne ? ce that knowes not both 
my name, and my houſe,chou maiſt hold him a mcere ranger, 
Sempr, Tellme,(Mother) what paſt betwixt you and my fellow | 
Parmeno, when | went vp with Cala tor the Crownes ? 
Celeft, I told hira his dreame, and the interpretation thereof ; 


in fricnd(hip with vs then wit: all his g2y g/04ings, and imbroyde- 
red works which he vtitcret: to his Maſler , How he would alwaies 
ue poore and in wailt, and be made a fcofle aud laughing-ſtocke, 
valeſſe he would turne oueranew leate,andalter his opinion;that he 
{bould not make hiimſcilc a Saint, and play the hypocrite before 
ſuch an old beaten bitch as my ſelfe. 1 did put him iniminde of 
his owne mother relating vnto him what a one (ke was,to the end 
that | 
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that hee might not ſet my office at nought, her ſelfe haning beene of | 


the ſame Trade : for ſhould hee bur offer to ſpeake 111 ot mee, hee 
muſt needes ſtumble firſt on her, 
Sempr. Is it long (mother) ſince you firſt knew her ? 


Celeſt. This Celeftina, which is hecre now with thee, was the wo- | 
' man that ſaw her borne, and holpe to breed her vp: why, I tell thee 


| (man) his mother and I were nayle, and fleſh, buckle and thong ; 
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Of her Ilearned the better part of my trade, Wee did both eare, 
both ſleep, both inioy our pleaſures, our counſels, 8 our bargaines, 
inrecmutably one with another ; we lived together like two liſters 
both at home and abroad: there was nor a farthing which ey- 
ther of vs gained, bur was faithfully and truly diuided berweene 
vs, Had ſheeliued, I ſhould never have lived to be deceiued, Bur 
it was not my fortune tobe ſo happy, ſheedy'd roo ſoone for mce., 
O death, death, how many doeit thou deprive of their {(weete and 
pleaſing ſociety ! How many doeſtthou diſcomfort with thy vn- 
welcomeand troubleſome Vilitation ? For one that thou carelt be- 
ing ripe, thou croppeſt a thouſand that are greene; For were ſhee 
alive, rheſe my ſteps ſhould not haue beene vnaccompanied, nor 
driuen (as now lam) to walke the ſtreets'alone. I have good cauſe 
to remember her ; tor tome ſhee was a faithfull friend, and a good 
companion. And whileſt ſhee was with me; ſhe would never ſuf- 
fer mee to trouble my body, or my braines about any thing : if I 
brought bread, ſhee would bring meate; if I did ſpread the cloth, 
ſhe would lay the napkins : ſhe was nor fooliſh, nor tantaſticall, nor 
proud, as moſt of your women now-adaies are. And by my tay, 
I fweare vnto thee, ſhee would goe baretaced from one end of the 
City to the other,with her Fan in herhand, and not one,all the way 
that ſhe went, would giue her any worſe word, then Miſtreſle Clas- 
dixa, And Idarebe bold to ſay it, that there was nota woman of a 
better palace for wine in the world, nor better {kill'd in any kindof 
marchandize whatſoever, And whenyou have thought that the had 
been ſcarce out of doores, with a whip-Sir [oh,c'r you could ſcarce 
fay this, ſheewas heere againe. Euery one would inuite and feaſt 
her, ſo great was the affection which they bare vntoher; And 
ſhe nevercame home, till ſhe had takena taſte of ſome eightor ten 
ſorts ot wine, bearing one pottle in her Iar, and the other in her bel- 
ly: and her credit was ſo good,that they would haue truſted her for 
a Kundler or two vpen her bare word, as if ſhee had pawned vnto 
them a piece of plate, VVhy,her word was as currant as gold, in all 
the Innes and Tauernes in the Towne, It wee walked the ftreetes, 
whenſoeuer we found our ſelues thirity,we entred (treight the next 
Taucrne that was at hand, and called preſently for a quart of wine 
for to moyſten our mouthes withall, though we had not a penny to 
pay for it. Ner would they (as from others )rake our vailes and our 
coyfes from off our heads, tillwe had diſcharged the reckoning,bur 
ſcore it vp, and ſo let vs go on our way. O Sempronio 5 Were it but 
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Car after kind.and that ſuch were the ſon,as was the mother aſſure 
thy ſelfe that thy maſter ſhould remaine without a feather, and 
we without any farther care, But if live, I will bring this Iron to 
my faſhion; 1 willworke him like waxe, and reckon him inthe 
gumber of mine owne 

Sempy. How doſt thou thinke to make him thine? Ree is a craf- 
ty ſubtill foxe z: Hee will hardly be drawne in; Hee 5a ſhrewd tel. 
low to deale withall, 

Celeſt. For ſuch a crafty Knaue, wee muſt have a Knaue and a 
halfe, and intertaine two traytours for the raking of one. I will 
bring him to haue Areuſa, loand make him © ock-ture ours, and he 
ſhall give vs leaue without any let, to pitch qur necs, tor the catch. 
ing of Caliſto's coyne. 

Sempr. Bur doſt thou thinke thou can(t dos any good vpon Aels- | 
bea? Haſt thou any good bough to hang by : 

Celeſt, There is not that Surgecn, that can at the firſt drefling, 
giuc atrue iudgement of his Patients wound : bur what fcc, and 
thinke for the preſent, I will plaincly deliver vuro thee, «©Meltbea 
is faire ; Cal:ſſofond and frank ; he cares not to ſpare 11s purtc, nor 
I my paines; heeis wllling to ſpend, and I ro (peed him in his bu. 
lineſſe ; Ler his money be ſtirring, and ler the ſure hang as Jorg 
as it will. Money can doe any thing; it fplitteth hard Rocks; it 
paſſerh over Rivers dry-foorez there 1s not any place fo high, 
| whereuntoan Aile laden with gold will not get vp; his vnaduiied- 
neſle,and feruentneſſe ot attection, is futhcient ro marre him, and ro 
make vs. This I have thought ypon ; this I haue ſearchr inro; this 
is all I know concerning him and her : and this 1s that which muſt 
raake n:oft tor our profit, VWell,now mult I goe to Pleberis's houſe. 
 Sempronio,faie well, For though Melibea brave it,and ſands fo high 
; vpon herpantofles; yet is not ſhee the firſt that I have made ww 
| ſtoope, and leaue her cackling; they are all of chem o:ickliſh, and 
| $kittiſh ; the whole generation of them is given to winching 8 tiim- 
. ging: butatter they are well weyghed,they prooue good hivh. w ay 
| Javes, and travel! quietly ; you may kill them, bur never tyre them, 
; Itrhey journey by night, they with it may never be morning. Th-v 
| curſe the Cockes, becauſe they proclaime it is day : the Clockes, 

becauſe they go too falt:they lye proſtrate;as it they lookr after the 
Pleyades and the North ſtar,making themiciues Aftronomers.and 
ſtarre-gazers; But when they ſee the morning ſtarre arite, they ſigh 
for ſorrow, and are ready to forſake their bodies, Ani the clear ing 
of the day, is the clondipg of their ioy, And aboue all, ir is worth 
the while, tonote how quickely they change copy, and turne the 
Cat in the pan; They intreat } im, of whom they were intreated : 
they indure torment for him, whom before they had tormented; 
they are ſeruants to thoſe, whoſe Miltreſics they were; they breake 
thorow ſtone walls, they open windowes, feyne ſickneſle;zit the hin- 
ges of their doores chance to creake, they anoynt and ſupple them 
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with oyle,that they may performe their ofhce without any noyſe, 
I am not able to expreſſe vnto thee the great imprethon of that 
ſweetneſle, which the primary and firft kiſſes of him they Joue,lea- 
; ueth imprinted in their hearts, They are enemies of the meane,and 
; wholly {ct vpon extremes. 

Sempr. Mother, I vnderſtand not theſe termes. | 

Celeſt. Marry, I ſay, that a woman either loueth, or hateth him | 
much,of whom the is beloued, ſo that, it ſhe entertaine not his loue, | 
ſhe cannor diſſemble her hate ; thereare no reynes ſtrong inough | 
to bridle their diſlike. And becauſe I know this to be true, it makes | 
mee goe more merly and cheerefully ro Melibea's houſe, then itI | 
had her-faſt in my fiſt already. For I know, that thoughar the firſt | 
I muſt be forced to woo her, yet in the end,the will beglad ro ſue to | 
me, Andrhough at preſenc perhaps ſhe threaten me,and flatly fall | | 
out with mee; yetat laſt will (hee be well plealed,and fall as much 
a flattering, as ſhe did areuiling me, Here in this pocket of mine,I 
carcy a little parcel of yarne,and other ſuch like rrinkets,which 1 al- 
waies beare about mee ; that I may haue ſome pretence at firſt to 
make my caſicr entrance and free acceſſe,where I am not throughly 
knowne: As Gorgets, Coyfes,Fringes, Rowles,Fillets, Hayre-laces, 
Nippers, Antimony, Ceruſe, and ſublimated Mercury, Needles | 
and Pinnes; they ſhall not aske that thing, which I ſhall not haue 
for them, Tothe end, rhar looke whatſceuer they ſhall call for, I 
may be ready prouided for them, And this baite ypon the firſt ſight 
thereof ſhall worke my acceptance, and hold faſt the fiſh which I 
minde to take, 

Sempr. Mother, looke well about. you, Take heed whar you doe, | 
For a bad beginning can never make a good ending. Thinke on her 
facher,who is noble & of great power and courage;her mother iea- | 
lous and furious, and thou, ſuſpition it ſelfe, No ſooner ſeene, but 
miRtruſted:Melibea is the only child tot hem both and ſhe miſcarry- 
ing, miſcarrieth with her all their happineſle ; the very thought 
whereof, makes me quake and tremble. Goe not to fetch wooll and 
come home ſhorne your ſelfe , ſceke not to plucke her wings, and 
your ſelfe without your plumes. 

Celeſtina, W ithout my plumes, my ſonne ? 

Sempro, Or rather implumed,mother, which is wore. 

Cele(tina, Now by my tay, inan ill koure hadI need of thee to be 
my companion, As though thou couldſt inftrut cyſtine in her own 
Trade? As it knew not better what to doe, then thou canſt teach 
me ? Before cuer thou waſt borne, I did cate bread with cruſt. O t | 
you are aproper man to make a Commander, and to marſhall 0- 
ther mens affaires, when thy ſelfe art ſo deietced with ſiniſter divi- | | 
nations, andfecace of inſuing harmes, 

Sempr- Marvell not, Mother, at my feare, figce it is the com- | 
mon conduion of all men; That what they moſt delire,they thinke 
fhall neuer come to paſſe, And the rather, for that in this caſe now 
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' in hand, I dread both thine, and my puniſhment; 1 deſire profit ; I * 
would that this buſineſſe might have a good end ; not becauſe my | 
Maſter thereby might be rid of his paine, but I ofmy penury, And 
. therefore I caſt more inconveniences with my {mall expericnce, 
| then you with all your aged Arte and cunning. 

Elicia. I will bleſle my felfe ; Sempronio, come; I will make a 
ſheake inthe water, I will ſcore it vp. This ts newes indeed: I had 
thought to haue ſirewed greene ruſhes again!t your comming, 
| W hat 2 Come hithcr twice > Twice 1n one day 2 
| Celeſt, Peace,you {o9!e.Let him alone. We have other thoughts 
(I witle) to trouble our heads withal!; matrers of more rapor- 
tance, then to liſten to your rrumperies. Tel! mee ; Is the huuſe 
cleare? Is the young wench gone, that expected the young Nouice! 
Elicia. Gone > yes; and another come, {ince {hee went, and 
gone 00, | 

Celeſ#. Sai'ft thou me ſo, Girle ? I hope then it was not in vaine, 

Elicia, How? in vaine? No by my fay was it not, it wasnot 
in vaine; for though he came late, yet better lare then neuer, And 
little need hee to riſe earely, whom his ſtarres hauea purpoſe to 
helpe. 

Cp. Goe, hye you . quickely to the top of all the houſe, as 
high as you can goe, and Dring me downe hither the bottle of that 
oyle af Serpents, which you {hall find faſtned to that picce of rope, 
which I brought out of the fields with me that other night, when it | 
rained fo faſt, and was fo darke : then open my cheſt where the | 
paintings ke,and on your right hand you ſhall find a paper written 
with the bloud of a Bat,or Flitter-mouſe ; bring it downe alſowith 
you, ogether with that wing ofthe Dragon, whereof yefterday 
| wedidcur off theclawes, And take heed, you do not ſhead the May- | 
'| deaw, which was brought me for to make my confeRioun. 

Elicia, It is not here, mother; you never remember where you 
lay your things. 

Celeſt, Doe not reproue me, I pray thee, in min* old age; miCuic | 
| | menot, Xlicia, Doc not you feyne vntruthes, thougl: Ser, Pr oils 4 
| | Lcere, be not you proud of it, For hee had rather haue mce tor 1:5 | 
counſellour, then you tor his play-fellow, forall you louc him fo | 
well. Enter into the chamber where my oyntments be, and there 

; in theskinne of a blacke Cat, where I will'd you ro pur the eyes of 
| the ſhee. Wolfe, you ſhall nor faile to inde it: and bring down the 
| | bloud of the hee Goat, and that little piece of his beard whick you 
| your ſ<lfe did cur off, 
| Elicia, Takeitto you (mother. ) Lo, heere it is ; while you ſtay 
| heere, I will goe vp, and take my Sempronio with me. 
' Celeft. ]coniurethee (thou {ad god Pluto) Lord ofthe infernall | 
| deepe, Emperor of the damned court, Capraine generall and proud 
; Comanderof the wickeJ ſpirits,Grand (ignor of thoſe ſulphurcous 
| fres, which the flaming hills of etna flaſhforth in moſ tearctull, 
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' picchy Lakes, internall ſhades, and litigious Chaos ; Maintainer of | 


— — 


I The Spaniſh B A vv Ds 


- —_ — -— 


and moſt hideous manner; Goucrnour, and Superuiſor both of the 
rocments, and tormenters of thoſe linfull ſoules,that lye howling in 
Phlegeton; Prince, and chief Ruler of thoſe three helliſh Furies, 
Te(iphone, Meghera, and elects; Adminiſtrator of all the blacke 
things belonging ro the kingdomes of Srix and Dis, with all their 


the flying Harpics, with all the whole rabblemene of frighttull Hy- | 
draes, I Celeftine, thy beſt knowne, and moſt noted Clyent, coniure | 
thee by the vertucand force of theſe redLetters,by the bloud of chis | 


bird of the night, wherewith they are charaGred,by the power and | 


weight of thele names aud ſignes,which are contained in this paper, 
by the fel and bitter poyſon of thoſe Vipers,whence this oyle was ex- 
tracted, wherewith ge this clew of yarne,thou come preſently 


without delay to obey my will,to inuelop,and wrap thy ſelfetherin, ! 


— — —_  — 


and tl:ereto abide, & neuer depart thence,no,notthe leaſt moment | 


of time, vntill that Mel;bea,with that En opportunity, which 
ſhall be offred vnto her, ſhall buy it of mee, and with it, in ſuch ſort 
be intangled and taken, that the more ſhe ſhall behold ir, the more 
may her heart be molitied, and the ſooner wrought to yeeld ro my 


requeſt: That thou wilt open her heart tomy delire,and wound her | 


very ſoule with the louc of Califfo; and in that extreme, and violene | 


manner, that deſpiſing all honeſty, and caſting off all ſhame, ſhee 
may diſcouer her ſelte vnto me, and reward both my meſſage, and 
my paines ; Doe this, and I am at thy command, to doe whatthou 
wilt haue me: Bur if thou doe not doe it, thou ſhalr forthwith 
haue mee thy Capitall foe, and Profeſt enemy, I ſhall ſtrike with 
light,thy fad and darkſome dungeons;I ſhall cruelly accuſe thy con- 
tinuall lyings,and dayly falſe-hoods, And laſtly, with my charmi 
words, and inchanting termes, I will chaine and conftringe thy 
moſt horrible name. Wherefore, againe and againe; once, twice, 
and thrice, I coniure thee ro fulfill my command, And fo preſu- 
ming on my great power, I depart henee, that I may goe to her 
wirh my cleiy of yarge ; wherein I verily belceuc, I carry thy ſelfe 
inwrapped, 
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A CITY S101). 
THE ARGYMENT. 


ELESTINA, gong on her way 7 alks to ber felfe,till [he Comes 

to Pleberio's gate,where (he meets With Lucrecia one of Ple- 
berio's mazd-ſeruants ; (he bourds her, and enters into aiſcourſe 
with ber ,who being ouer-hear d by Alila, Melibea's morher, and 
vaderlanding it wes Celeltinagravſes her torome neer the bouſe. 
A miſſenger comes to call away Alila, (hee goes ber wates; Ce- 
leitina i the meane while berg left alone with Mclibea, diſco- 
uers vito her the cauſe of her con mmg. 


——_——— —_— - 


INTERLOCVTORS. 
Celeftina, Lucrecia, Alia, M. hibea. 


Fleſina, Now that I am all alone, I will, as I wa!ke 
$1 by my (clic, weigh and conlider that which Semproato 
$3 fcarcd, cCncerr.ing my travell in this buſinclie. For, 
; Fy thoſe things which are not well weig! ed, and con'!- 
IDA 2£ dercd, thuugh ſometimes they take good cfict, yet 
commmonly fall out ill. So that much ſpeculation brings foorch 
mavch good fruit; fur although I diſſembicy with him, and did ſer 
| a £004 face on the mu'rer, 1t may be thar it my drilt and intent 
ſhould chance to be found Our by uelthea's tarher, it would colt 
| melittle leſſe then, my life : Or ar leat?, it chey thould nor kill me, 
I Chouid reſt n-uch impaired in my credi!,c:ther by rheir toſſing me 
| in ablaniket;or by cauſing me to be cruelty whipr; (0 that tiny (weet 


! 


| meats (ia!l hauc ſowre ſauce : and my hundred Crownes in Go! 
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be purchaſt at too deare a rate; Ay wretched me! into what a Laby- 
rinth have I put my ſelfe? Whata trap am like to fall into, through 
mine owne telly 2 For that I might ſhew my ſelfe ſolicitous and re. 
ſolute, I haue pur my ſelfe vpon the hazard of the dice, Wois me, 
what ſhall ] doe > Togoe backe, isnot for my profit ; and to gue 
on, ſtands not with my ſafety, Shall I perſiſt ? or ſhallI deſiſt ? In 
whata (traite am I ? In what adoubttull and ſtrange perplexity? 
I know not which I were beſt tochooſe. On my daringncile depen. 
. derl1 manifeſt danger; on my cowardize ſhamefulldamage, Which 
way ſhall the Oxegoe, but he mutt needs plough ? Every way, goc 
which way I will, diſcoucrs to my eyes dcepe and dangerous tur- 
rowes ; deſperate downetalls; it I be taken in the manner ; it the 
thefrbe found abour me, I ſhall be either kill'd, or carted, with a 
paper-crowne ſet vpon my head, hauing my fault written in great 
Texr-letters. But incaſe | ſhould not goe,what will Semproniothen 
{ay 2 Is this all thou canſt doe > Thy power, thy wiſedome, thy 
?ourneſſe, thy courage, thy large promiſes, thy faire offers, thy 
| tricks, thy ſubtilties, & the great care (forſooth) rhou would! rake; 
V\/ hart ? are chey all come to this > And his Matter Califto,whar will 
he ſay 2 what will hee doe? or what will hee thioke ? faue onely 
tis; That thereis much deccit in my ſteps; and that I have diſco- 
tw fo this blot to Pleberio,like a prevaricating Sophiltreſle,or cun- 
ning Ambi-dexter, playing the craitour on both {1des, that I mighr 
£2ine by both 2 And it he doe nor entertaine fo hatctull a though, 
he will raile vpon me like a mad-man ; he will vpbraid mee to my 
face, wich moſt reproachful termes; He will propoſe athouſand in- 
conueniet ces, winch my haſty deliberation was the cauſe of; ſay- 
inz, Out you old whore; Why didfſt thou increaſe my paſſions 
with thy promiſes > Falſe Bawd as thou art; Forall the world be. 
ſides, thy feete can walke, for mee onely thy tongue; Others can 
hae works; I only words, Others can haue remedy at thy hands; 
I oncly the man that muſt endure torment. To all others,thy force 
an extend ir (elfe; and to me 13 it only wanting, To all others thou | 
art Light; to me Darkeneſſe. Ourthou old tretcherous, difloyall | 
wertike 3 VVhy did thou ofter thy felte and (eruice vnto me ? For, 
i: was thy offer that did put mee tn hope - and that hope did delay 
my death, prolonged my lite, and did put vpon mee the Titlk ot a 
cla:l man, Now,for that thy promiſes haue nor prou eftecuall, 
neither (halt thou want puniſhmment,nor [| wotull deſpaire : ſothar, 
lookel on which ſide [ will (miſcrable man thatIam) ir is ill here, 
and it is ill there:paine & griefe on either hand: But when extremes 
ſhall want tneir meave, and no meanes to auoide either the one or 
the other; of two cui!s, it is the wiſer courſe to incline to the lef- | 
ſer. And therefore I had rather offend P!cberio, then diſpleale Caliſts. 
Well then, I will goe. For greater will my ſhamebe, tobe con- 
demned for a Coward, then my puniſhment, indaring to accom. 
plith whatI promiſed. Beſides, Fortune till friendeth thoſe thar 
arc 
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are bcld and valiant, Lo, yonder's the gate; I have ſeene my ſelfein 
greater danger then this in my daics, Coraggio, Coragg io, Celeflina, 
| Be of good cheere ; Be not diſmay'd ; For, there are never ſuitors 

wanting for the mitigating, and allaying of puniſhment. All Divi- 

nations are in my fauour, and ſhew themſeclues pro ſpicious in my 

proceedings, Or clic I am no body inthis my Art,a meere bungler, 
| an Idior, an Afſe, Of foure men that ] meete by the way, three of 
them were 1hon's, whereof two were Cuckolds. The firſt word 
that I heard, paſſing along the ſireet,was a Loue-complaint, TI have 
not ſtumbled {inceI came foorth, as at other times [ vſed to doe. 
| Methinkes the very ſtones of the ſtreete did ſunder themſelues one 
from another, togiue me way asI paſt. Nor did the skirts of my 
clothes wrumple vpin troubletome folds,to hinder my feet. Nordo 

[ feele any faintnelle, or wearineſſe in my legs, Every one ſaluterh 

mee. Not a dog that hath once barked at me; I haue neither ſecne 

any bird of a black feather, neither Thruſh, nor Crow ; nor any o. 

| ther of the like valucky nature; and which is a better ſigne of 
good lucke then all theſe, yonder doc I ſee Zucrecia, landing at 

Melibea's gate, which is kinſewoman to Elicia : it cannot but goe 

well with vs; it is 1impoſhble wee ſhould miſſe of our purpoſe; 

All is Cocke-ſure. | 

Lucrecia,” What old witch is this, that comes thus trayling her 
eaile on the ground ? Looke how ſhee ſweepes the ſircetes with |. 
| her gowne ? ie, what aduſt ſhee makes ? 
|  Celeflina, By your leaue, ſweer Beauty. 

Lucrecia. Mother Celeflina,you be welcome, What wind,]I trow, 
' drives you this way ! I doe not remember, that I have ſeene you in 

theie parts this many a day, What accident hath brought you 
| hither ? 

; Celeff. My loue (daughter, my loue) and the deſire I have to ſee 
all my good ,riends; and to bring you commendationsfrom your 
(Coul.n Elicta : as alſo to ſee my old and young Miſtrefle, whom I 
haue nor ſcene tincel went from this end of the Towne, 

Lncrecia Is this your onely crrand from home 2? Is it poſhble, 

you (ould come {o farte for this ! I promiſe you, you make me 
| much tc maruell ; For I am ſure you were not wont to ſtirre your 
| fumps,but you knew wherefore;nor to goe a foote forth of doores, 
| vnicile it were for your profir, 

Celeſt, What greater profit (you feole) would you haue,then a 
man to cumply with his deſires ? Beſides, ſuch 014 women as we 
never want buſineſſe; eſpecially my ſelfe, who hauing the breedi 
of ſo many mens daughters as I haue, ] goe to ſee ifI can ſella 
little yarne, 

Lucrecia, Did notI cell you ſo before? I wote well what I ſaid; 
you neuer put in a penhy,but you take out a pound : Be your paines 
never {© little, you will be ſure you will be well paid for it. Butto 
lec that paſſe, my old miſtreſſe hath begunne a web; ſhee hath need 

to 


| 


' Aliſa, Laerecia, who is that you talke withall > 

Lucrecia. With that old woman forſooth, with the ſcotch on | | 
| her noſe, who ſomerimes dwelt hard by here in Tanners Row cloſe | | 
; vpon the River-ſide. | 

Aliſa. Now | am further to ſecke then I was before; if thou wilt | 
gue mee ro vnderſtand an vaknowne thing, by a thing that is leſſe 
knowne, 15 to take vp water ina Sieve, 

Lucrecis, Madame ! Vyhy, this old woman is better knowne 
; then the hearbe Rew, Doe not you remember her that ſtood on 
| the Pillory for a Witch? That fold young wenches by the great 
and by whcle ſale ? and that hath mard many thouſands of marri- | 
ages, by fundring man and wife, and ſetting them at addes ? | 

Aliſa. What Trade is ſhe of > What icher Profefhon ? it may 
be, by that I ſhall know her better, 

Lucrecia. Foſooth, ſhe perfumes Calls, Vailes, and the like; ſhe | 
makes your ſublimate Mercury, and hath ſome thirty ſeveral! 
Trades beſides , ſhee is very skiltull in hearbs, ſhee can cure little 
| children : And ſome call her, The old woman , The Lapidary, 
| for hergreat dealing in ſtones, 
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Aliſa, All this makes meneuer a whit the wiſer. Tell mee her 
! name, if thou knowſt it. 
'  Lucrecia, If Iknewit ? Why, there is neither young nor old in 
| all this City, but knowes it. And ſhould not I chen know it ? 
; CAlifa, If you know it ſowell, why then doe nor yourell it me ? 
Lucrecia, 1 am aſhamed, terſooth, 
Aliſa, Goe too, you foole ; Tell mee her name; Doe not an- 
ger mee by this your delay. , 
Lucrecia, Her name (fauing your Reverence) is Celeftine. 
' calija, Bi, hi, hi! Now beſhrew your fingers; O my heart ! 
| Omy lides! I am notable to ſtand for laughing, to ſce thar the lo. 
; thing which thou haſt of this poore old woman, ſhould make thee 
| aſhamed toname her varo me. Now I call herto minde , Goe too; 
; youarea wagge; No more of this, Shee (poore ſoule) is come to | 
| begge ſomewhat of mee. Bid her come vp, 
| Lucreaa, Aunt, it is fny Miſtreſſe pleaſure, you come vp. 
; Cel. My good Lady; All — abide with = and your noble 
; daughter. My many grietes and infirmities have hindred my viſiting 
| ofthis your houſe, as induty I was bound to doe 3 Bur heaucn 
| knowes how faire aretheintralls of my inward affe&tion, how free 
from any ſpot of foulneſſe, It knowes the ſincerity of my heart, and 
truneſſe of my loue. For,diſtance of place diſplaceth not that loue, 
which 1s lodged inthe heart: So that what hceretofore in my ſelfe 
; Idid much defize, now my neceflity hath made mee toperforme. | 
And amongſt other my wany Croſles and miſcries in this life, my 
Croſſes in my purſe grow dayly lefle and lefle; forhar] _ no 
n cer | 
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better remedy to helpe my ſelfe witha!l, and to relieue this'\my 
poore eſtate, then to {cl this little parcell of yarne of mine owne 
{pinning to make Coyfes, and Kerchictcs ; and vnderſtanding by 
your maid, that you had need thereof (howbeit I ary poore jn cuc- 
ry thing,I praiſe my fatc,ſaue the richneſle of this grace) it is who- 
ly at your command, if either it or I may doe you any ſeruice, 

Aliſa. Honeſt neighbour thy diſcourſeand kinde offer moue me 
ro compathon : and ſo moue me, that I had rather light vpon ſome 
fit occaſion, whereby I might ſupply thy wants, then diminiſh thy 
web, (till thanking thee for thy kinde offer : and if it be ſuchas will 
ſerue my turne, I {hall pay you well for ir. 

Celeſt. Madame, by my life, as I am trueold woman,or by any 
other oath you ſball put me to, it 1s ſuch, as all the whole Towne 1s 
not ableto match it. Looke well vpon it ; it is as fine as the haire of 
your head,cuen and equall, as nothing more ſtrong,as the ſtrings of 
a Viall ; white as a flake of Snow, tpun all with mine owne fingers ; 
reeled and wound vp with mine owne hands, Looke you (Lady) 
on ſome of the ſame in skaines; Did you euer ſee better > Three 
Royals, as I am true woman, I reecitucd no longer agoe then yeſter- 
day for an ounce. 

Aliſa. Daughter Melibes, I will leave this honeſt woman with 
you ; For mee thinksir is now high time, it I haue not ſtayed too 


| long, to goe viſit my liſter, Wite vnto Chrewes : for I haue not ſecne 


; her fince yeſterday; and beſides, her Page is now come tocall mee, 
' and trels methat her old fir hath already beene on her this pretty 
_ while, 


Celeſt, Now does the Diuell goe preparing opportunity for my 
Stratagem, by re-intorcing this {ickenefſe vpen the other. Goe on, 
my good friend, ſtand ſtifly to your tackling; be ſtrong and ſhrinke 
not, For now 1s the time or neuer ; ſee you leave her not - and re- 


' moouc away this woman from mec, Bur ſoft; I feare ſhee hcares 


mee. 
Aiſa, Szy, (friend) what is that thou ſai'ſt ? 
Ceeſt. I fay(Madame) Curſt be the diuell and my euill Fortune, 


| that your ſiſters fickneile is growne now vpon her in ſuchan vn- 


_ — — 


lucky houre,that we ſhall have no fit time to diſpatch our buſineſſe: 
But I pray, what 1s her (ickneſle > 


Aliſa. A paine in her ſide, which takes her in ſuch gricuous man- 


; ner, that if ir be true which her Page tels me, I feare me it wHll coſt 
' her herlife, Good neighbour, let mee intreate you for my ſake to 


i 


| 


| 


recommend her recouery vnto your beſt devotions and prayers. 
Celeft. Heere (Lady, I give you my faithfull promiſe, that as 
ſoone as I goe hence, I will hyemee ro my Veſtalls, where I have 
many deuout virgins, my friends, vpon whom I will lay the ſame 
charge as you haue laid vpon mee, 
Aliſa. Dee you heare, Melibea ? Content our neighbour, and 
giuc her that which is reaſon for her yarnc, And you motker,I pray 


ald 
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hold me excuſed, for I doubt not, but you and I ſhall have ano- 
ther day, when wee ſhall haue more leyſure to cnioy one ano. 
ther. 

Celeſt, Madame, there is no ncede of pardon, where there is no 
faulr committed. /oxe pardon you,and I doc. For I thanke you, you 
haue left mee heere with very good company, Jeve grant ſhee may 
long enioy her noble youth ,and this her flouriſhing prime; a time 
wherein more pleaſures and delights are found, then in this old de. 
cayed Carkaſle of mine, which is uothing elſe but a very Spittle- 
houſe of diſeaſes, an Inne full of infirmities, a Store-houſe,or Ma- 

azine of ſad and melancholy thoughts, a friend ro brangling and 
brovling continual grief, and incurable plague : pirtying that 
which is paſt, puniſhed ip that which is preſent : and full of wret- 
ched care in that which is rocome ? A neere neighbour vnto death; 
a poore Cabbin, without one bough of ſhelter, whereinco it raynes 
on all ſides ; a ticke of Willow ; a ſtaffe of weake Ohers, which is 
doubled with any the leaſt ſtrefle you pur it to, | 

Mclib. Tell me(mother)why doe you ſpeake fo ill of that, which 
the whole world ſo earneſtly delireth to enioy and ſee ? 

Celeſt. They deſire ſo much their more hurt; they deſire fo | 
much their more griefe ; they deſire to live robeold z Cece by 
living to be old, they live, And life (you know) is ſweete; and li- 
uing, they cometo be old, Hence is it, that your children defire to 
be men ; and your men to be old men ; and your old men, to be 
more and more old ; and though they live in never ſo much paine, 
yet doe they ſtilldeſire toliue, For, (as itis inthe Prouerbe) Faine 
would the Henne live, for all her pip ; ſhe would not be pur our of 
herlife, to be put out of her paine. But who is hee (Lady) thatcan 
recount vnto you the inconueniences of old age? The diſcommo. 
dities it brings with it ? it's rorments, it's cares, it's troubles, it's þ 
infirmities, 1t's colds, it's heates, it's diſc@ntentments, it's brawles, 
It's janglings, it'sgriefes, which like ſo many weights lye heauy vp- 
on it > Thoſe deepe furrows and deepe wrinkles in the face > That 
change and alteration in the hayre? Thar fading of freſh and lively 
colour ? That want of hearing 2 That weaknetſe of fight > That 
hollowneſle in the eyes? Seeing, as if they were ſhut vp in a 
ſhade ? That ſinking and falling of the iawes > That toothleſneſle 
of the gummes? That failingneſle of force and of ſtrength ? That 
fceblencſle of legs ? That {lowneſſe in feeding ? Beſides, (Madame) | 
which makes mee ſigh tothinke vpon it, when all theſe mileries [ 
haue told you of, come accompanied with pouerty, all ſorrowes to 
this muſt toope and ſtrike ſaile, when the appetite ſhall be great, | 
and the proviſion ſmall ; The ſtomack good, and the dyer naught; | 
For I neuer knew any worſe habit,then that of hunger. | 

Melibea. I perceiue,ſo goes the marker,as it goes with you, And ' 
as you find your penniworths, ſo you ſpeake of the Faire, And 
tzough you perhaps complaine, the rich will ſing another ſong. 
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Celeſt, Daughter, and Miſtreſle, there is no way {0 faire, but 


bad. At the foote of cuery hill, you have three Leagues of ill fol- 
lowes. And ofa thouſand that l:ue contentedly,you haue ten thou- 
' ſand doe the contrary : True contentednelle, reſt, rerowne, glory, 
| and quietneſle, runne from the rich by other by-conduits,and gur. 


| ters of ſubtilty and deceit ; which pipes,whereby they are conuey- ! 


| ed, areneuer perceived, becauſe they arc paucd and bricktouer 
' with {mooth and well wrought flatteries.Fle 1s rich that hach Gods 
| blefling, I miry, that is wealth indeed. And thailI teH you, Lady? 
Safer itis with him that is deſpiſed, then with him thar is feared. 
Anda farre better {leepe doth tre poore man take, then hee who is 
| bound to keepe that with care which hee hath gotten with labour, 


—_ 


and muſt leaue with ſorrow, My friend will not difſemble with 
me, but the rich mans will with him ; I am loved'for mine owne 
{aice; therich man for his wealths ſake. A rich man ſhall never 
heare the truth;euery one will flatter him,and ſceke to pleaſe his hu- 
mour in whatſoever he ſhall ſay. Belides,he lies open to every mans 
enuy; and you ſhall ſcarce finde one rich man amongſt a thouſand, 
bur will ingeniouſly conteſle, rhat. it had beene better tor him to 
haue bin in a middling eſtate,or in good honeſt poverty. For riches 
make not a man rich, but buſted ;nota Matier,buta Steward, More 
are they that are poſſeſſed by their riches, then they that poſleſſe 
their riches, To many they haue beene a meancs of their death;and 


ow 


commendable qualities; and to [ay the truth, they are enemies ro 
all goodneſſe., Haue you not heard ſay, Men haue lien downe, 
and dream'd of their riches,and behold ,they have waked,and found 
nothing in their hands ? Euery rich man hath a dozen of [onnes,or 
Nephewcs. which repeate no other prayer, nor render any other 
Orifon to God, but that he would be pleaſed ro take him our of this 
world ; and defire nothing n:ore, then to ſce the houre that they 
may come to enioy his eſtate; to ſee him vnder ground, and what 
was his, in their hands ; and with a {mall charge, tolay him vp in 
his laſt and everlaſting man{ion heere on earth, 

WMchbea. Me thinks, mother, it ſhould bea great griefe vnto 
; you, tothinke vpon thoſe good daies of yours, which arepalt and 
- gone,\\'ould you not be willing to runne them over againe? 
Celeſt Thar Travellour (Lady) were a foole, who hauing tyred 
; out himſelfe with a hard dayes travel], would, to begin his tourney 
| againe, Ceſire toreturne tothe ſameplace, from whence hee came. 
| For all thoſe things,whoſe poſſeſſion is 60 whit plealing,it is better 
 tointoy them as they are,then to deſire their longer ſtay, For then 
; are they ſo much the neerer to their end, .by how much the farther 
they ere from their beginning, Nor is there any thing inthe world 
; more {weet, or more plealing to him that is truely weary, then his 
| Inne, wherein hee may reſt himſelfe, So that though youth be a 
thing 
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thing very iocund,yet hee that is truly old, doth notdefire it, But 


' Le indeed that wants reaſonand true vnderſtanding, that man in a 


maaner loves nothing elſe, bur the daies that are paſtand gone. 
Melibea, Were it but onely to liue, it 15 good todelire that 
which 1 ſay, 
Celeſt. As ſoone (Lady) dies the young Lambe as the old Sheep; 
they goe both to the ſhambles together; there is no man ſoold, but 


| hee may live one yeere more ; nor no man ſo young, but hee may 
dyetoday : ſo that in this you haue little, or no aduantage of vs. : 


OO — 


Melibea, Thou haſt ſcarr'd mee with thy words; thy reaſons 
put mee in remembrance that I haue ſcene thee heeretofore, Tell 


= > ———_— 
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me (mother) art not thou Celeſtiza, that dwelt in Tanners Row, | 


ncere the Riuer ! 
Celeſt, Euen the very fame, 


Melibea. By my fay you are an old woman, Well, [ ſee it is | 


| atrue ſaying ; That dates goe not away in vaine, Now (neuer truſt | 
| mee) I did nor know you ; neither ſhould I, had it not been for that 


flaſh ouer your face ; then were you fayre, now wonderfully al. 


tered. 


Lucrecia, She changed ? Hi, hi, i! the diuell ſhe is: ſhee was 


faire when the met with him (fauing your reverence) that ſcorcht 
her ouer the noſe. 

Melibea, har faift thou foole > Speake, what 1s't thou faiſt ? 
What laugh'ſt thou art ? 

Lucrecia, As up I did not know Mother Celeſtina ? 

Celeſt, Madame, Take you hold on time, that it lip nor from 
you, As for my complexion, that will neuer change : haue you not 
read what they ſay ? The day will come,when thou ſhalt not know 
thy lclfe in aglaſſe? Though I am now growne gray before my 
time, and (ceme double the yeercs I am of; of foure daughters 
which my mother had, my ſelfe was the youngeſt. And therefore, 
I am ſure, I am not {6 old as you take me to be. 

Melibea, Friend Celeſtina, I am very glad both to ſee and know 


thee; and [ hauetakcn grear pleaſure in thy diſcourſe, Heere,take | 
your money and fare-well ; for thou lookeſt (poore ſoule) as if 


thou hadſt caten nothing all this day, 

Celeſt, O more then mortall image ! O precious pearle ! How 
truely haue you gueſt? O! with what a grace doe thy words come 
from thee ? I am raui(ht hearing thee ſpeake. But yet it is not on- 
ly eating, that maintaineth a man or woman ; eſpecially me, who 


victobe faſting a whole, nay, two dayes together, in ſoliciting 0- | 


ther folkes bulineſles, For, I intendno other thing, my whole life 


is nothing elſe ; but to doe good offices for the good, and (ifocca- | 
flon fn to dyefor them, And it was euermore my faſhion, ra- | 
ther to ſeeke trouble to my ſelfe by ſeruing of others, thento pleaſe | 


and content my felte. Wherefore, if you will giue me leaue, I will 


tell you the necethtated cauſe of my comming, which is another 
2 man- 
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; mt{hing, all other good is wanting. For 1ll does the ſpindie mooue, 
; whenthe beard does not wagge aboue. And this | thought good to | 
, te!l you by the way, vpon thoſe ſpeeches which I vicd conceruing 
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manner of matter then any you haue yer heard ; and ſuch as we |, 
were all vndone, it I ſhould returne in vaine, and you not know | 
It, 

Melibea, Acquaint mee (mother) with all your neceſſities and 
wants, and ifI can helpe you in them, or «loc you any good, I ſhall 
wiliingly doe it, as well out of our old acqaintance,as out of neigh. 
pour-hood,which in gcod and hone{t mindes, is a ſufhcient bond 
to tve them thereunty), 

Celefiina. My wants, MaYame > My neceffities doe you meane ? 
Nay, others (asI told you) not mine. For mine owne, I paſſe at 
Home with my ſelfe in mine owne houſe, without letting the whole 
_ountry ro know them : Eating when may, and drinking when I 
car; etit, For, for all my poverty, I never wanted a penny to buy 
me bread,nor a 2warte,that is, the eighth part of fixe pence to ſend 
for wine, no, not in allthis time of my widdow-hood. For before, 
I neuer tuoke thought for any,but had alwaics a good Veſlell ſtill in 
mv houſe, And when one was empty, another was full. I never 
went to bed, bur I did hr cat a toaſt well teepr in wine, and two 
duzen ofdraughis, {ipping ſtil! the wine after cuery {op,tor feare of 
che Morther,wherwith I was then wont to be troubled, But now ,that 
[ busband all things my ſelt,znd am at mine own finding, lam taine 
to fetch my wine ina little poore Iarre, which will ſcarce hold a por- 
tle, And ſometimes in puniſhment of my finnes (which Croſic I am 
willing to beare I am torced to goe f1xe times a day with theſe my 
{iluer hayres about my ſhoulders,to fill and fetch my wine my f{clte 
arthe Taverne, INor would I by my good will dye, till I jecmy 
{eitchavea good Rundlet or Terſe of mine owne within mize 
owne doores, For (on my lite) there is no proviſion in the yor'd 
like vnto it, For as the ſaying is; Ir is breadand wine, not the 
yCurg inan thar is ſpruce and fine, that makes vs rid the way, and 
trauvell with mettle ; yet let me tell you, that where the good man 15 


_ 
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uthcrs,avd nor minc owne nece{sitics. 

Melba, Aske what thou wilr, be iteither forthy felfe,or any bo- 
dy<!fe, whom it pleaſerh thee, | 

Celeſt, My mott gracious and courteous Lacy deſcended cf high 
and noble parentage; ycur ſweet words,and cheerefu!l getturc, ac. 
companyed with that kinde and free proffer, which youare pleaſed 
to make to this poore Id woman, giues boldneſſe ro my rongue,to 
ſpeak what my heart cuen longeth to vtter. I come lately from ove, 


m_ 


{howuld come from your noble mouth, & intruſtel in this my boſome 
to carry it hence with me,I verily aflure my fel{e,it will ſave bis life, 
ſo great is the deuotion which he beares to your gentle diſpoſition, 
andthe comfort he would receive by this ſo great a kindeneſle, 

Melibea, 
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Melibes. Good woman, I vnderſtand thee not, vnlcile thou de. 
liver thy mind vnto me in plaine cermes. On the one {1de thou doſt 
ancer me, and prouoke mee rodiſfpleaſure; on the other thou doeſt 
moue and ſtirre me to compalsion. Neither know I how to returne 
thee a conuenient anſwer, becauſe I haue nor fully com rehended 
thy meaning ; I ſhould thinke my ſelte happy, it my words might 
carry that force, as to ſave the life of any man, though ne. 
uer {o meane. For to doe good, isto bee like vnto the Deity, 
Beſides,he that doth a benefir, receives it when it is Cone to a per- 


| ſonthat deſires it. And he thar can cure one that is licke,nor doing 
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it, is guilty of his death ; and therce!ore giue not ouer thy petition, 
bur proceed and feare nothing. 

Celejt. All feare fled (faire Lady) in beholding your beauty 
For, ] cannot be perſwaded, thar Nature did paint in vaine< ne 
face fairer then another, more inrich't with grace ard tauour, 
more faſhionable,and more beautitull then avother ; were 1t nor ro 
make them Magazinesot vertue,manſions of mercy, houſes of cm. 
paſsion and pitie, Miniiters of her bleſsings, and ditpcnters © 
thoſe good gifts and graces , which in her buunty it.ee harh 
beſtowed vpon them, and vpon your felte in #4 more p cri. 
full manner. Befides, ſirhence wee are all mortall, and buiic to 
dye; as alſo, that 1t is moſt certaine, that hee cannur bee aid 
truely to be borne, who is onely borne tor himſelte; tor then 
ſhould men be like vnto bruite beaſts, (if not worſe,,) Amongil 


which, there are ſome, that are very pitifull : as your Vuicorne, of 


whom it is reported, that hee will humble and proſtrate himſelfe 
at the feet of a Virgin. And your dogge, tor all his fierceneſſe, and 
cruelneſle of nature, when hee comes to bute another, if hee throw 
himſclfe downe at his feet, hee will let him alone, and doe him no 
harme; and this isall out of pitic, Againe, to come to your birds, 
and fowles ot the ayre , your Cocke eaterh not any thing , but hee 
firſt calleth his Hens about him, and giues them part of his teeding. 


— _ 
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The Pellicane,with her beake breaketh vp her owue brett, that (he | 
mey giue her very bowels and intrals to her young ones to cat, The 


Storkes maintaine their aged parents as long in the ne{t, as they d1d 
giuc them food, when they were young and vnable to helpe them- 
{clues. Now, it God and Nature gaue {uch knowledge vnio bealts 
and birds; why ſhould wee that arc men, be morecrucl! one to 
ancther? VVhy give we not part of our graces, and of our perſons, 
ro our neighbors ? Eſpecially when they are inuolued and afflicted 


with ſecret infirmities, and thoſe ſuch, that where the Med:cine is, | 


thence was the caulc of the maladie ? 

Melibea, For Gods loue, without any more dilating,te!! me who 
is this{icke man, who feeling ſuch great perplexicy, hath both his 
{icknes and his cure, flowing from one, and the felte-ſame Foun- 
raine ? 


Celeſt, You cannot chooſe ( Lady ) but krow a young Gentle. 
man 
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man in this City,nobly deſcended, whoſe name is Califto. 
Mclibea, Inough, inough ; No more (good old woman ;) Not a 
word, riota word more, I would aduiſe you, Is this the ſicke pa- 
| tient, for whom thou haſt made fo many prefaces to come to thy 
purpoſe > For what,or whom cam'{fthou hither > Cam'ſt thouto 
ſecke thy death > Know'ſt thou for whom (thou bearded Impu- 
dent)thou haſt troden theſe dangerous ſteps> V hat ayles thiswic- 
ked one, that thou pleadeſt for him with {uch paſſion 2 He is foole- 
| ſicke, is hee not ? Is hee an his wits, I trow ? What would ft thou 
| have thought, if thou ſhould'ſt have found me without ſome ſuſpi- 
cion and icalouſie of this foole? What a wind- lace haſt thou fetchr, 
with what words haſt thou come vpon me? TI ce it is not faid 
in vaine; That the moſt hurrtull member in a man,or weman, is the 
rongue. 1 will bauethce burned, thou falſe V itch, thou enemy to 
honeſty, thou Cauſercfle offecreterrors; Fic vpon thee Filth ; Lu- 
crecia, out of my ſight with her, ſend her packing ; away with her 
I pray, ſhe makes me ready to {wound : ay me, I taint, Idye; ſhe 
hath not left me one drop of bloud in my body. But I well deſerue 
this,and more, for giuing care to ſuch a paltry huswife as ſhee is. 
| Felceue me, were it not,thatI regarded mine henour and that I am 
| ynwilling to publiſh to the world his preſumprtuous audaciouſneſle 
' and bolcneiſe, I would fo handle thee (thou accurſed Hagge) 
| that hy diſcourſe, and thy life, ſhould have ended both toge. 
' ther, pb 

Celeft. In an ill houre came T hither, Tt my ſpels and conivration 
ta:le mee, Goeto, goe to; Iwot/ well inough tu whom I ſpeake. 
4ihis poore Gentleman, this your brother, is at the poynt of 
death, and ready to dye. | | 

Meltbea. Daieſt thou yet ſpeake before mee ? and mutter words 
between thy teeth, for toaugment my anger, & double thy puniſh- 
ment? Wouldſt thou have me ſoyle mine honour, for to give life to 
a foole,to a mad man? Shall I make my ſelfe ſad,to make him mer. 
ry? Youidſt thou thrive by my lofſe? And reape profit by my per- 
dition? And receiue remuneration by my error! Wouldſt thou have 
n-eoucrthrow, and ruine my fathers houſe and honour, for to raiſe 
that of ſuch an old rotten Bawd as thou art? Doſt thou thinke, I 
doe not perceiue thy drift > That I doe nor track thee ftep by ſiep ? 
Or that | vnderſtand not thy damnable errand ? Burt I aſſure thee, 
; the reward that thou thalt get thereby, ſhall be no other, ſaue (that 
| I may take from thee all occaſion of tarther offending heauecn) to 
| gtueanend to thy euill dayes, Tell me (Traitor as thou art) how 

didſt thou dare to proceed fo farre with mee ! 

Celeſt. My feare of you (Madame) doth interrupt my excuſe ; 
but my innocency puts new courage into me : your preſence againe 
dilheartens me, 1n ſeeing you fo angry. But that which grieues and 
trcubles me moſt, is, that I receive diſpleaſure without any rea- 
ton, anJam hardly thought on without a cauſe, Giue mee leaue 
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(good Lady) to make an end of my ſpeach, and then will you nei- 
Tos blame 1it,nor condemne me;tl.en will you {ee,that I rather ſeek 
to doe good ſeruice,then indeauour any diſhoneſt courſe; and that 
I do it more to adde health tothe Paticnt,then to detract any thing 
from the fame and worth of the Phyſician. And had [ thought thar 
your Ladiſhip would focaſily haue made this bad conftruction out 
of your late noxious ſuſpicion, your licence ſhonld not haue beene 
' ſufticient warrantto haue imboldened me to ſpeake any thing, that 
| might concerne Caliſts, or any other man living, 

Mclibea, Let mee heare no more of this mad man, name not this | 
| foole vnto mee; this leaper ouer walls, this Hob.goblin z this 
| night-walker ; this phantaſticall ſpirit ; loag-thanked, like a Stork; | 

in ſhape and propertion,like a picture 1n Arras, that isil]|-wrought; 
or an ull.fauour'd fellow in an old ſute of hangings ; Say no more of 
him, vnleſſe you would haue mee to fall downedead where [| ſtand, 
This is hee who ſaw mee the other day, and beganne to court mee 
with I know not what extrauagant phraſes, as it hee had not beene 
well in his wits, profcſhog himſelte to be a great Gallant. Tell him 
(good old woman) if hee thinke that [ was wholy his, and that he 
had wonne the fieid, becauſe it pleaſed me rather to conſent to his 
folly, then eorrect his fault, and yeeld to his errand, then chaſtiſc 
his errour ; that I was willing rarher to let him goe like a foole as 
heecame, then to publiſh this his preſumpruous enterprize. More. | | 
ouer, aduiſc him, that the next way to haue his ſicknelile leaue him, 
| isto leave offhis louing, and wholy to relinquiſh his purpole, it he | 
purpoſe to impart healthto himſelfe ; which if he retuſeto doe,re|] 
him from mee, that he neuer bought words all thedaics ot his lite | 
at adcarer rate, Beſides, I would haue him know, that no man is 0. 
uercome, bur he that thinks himſelfe ſo to be, So thail I live ſecure, 
and he contented, Bur it is euermore the nature of fooles, to thinke 
other like themſelues, Returne thou with this very anfiver vnto 
him; for other anſwer of me ſhall he none, nor neuer hope for any - | 
for it is but in vaineto intreat mercy of him,of whom chou canſt not 
haue mercy, And for thine owne part, thou maiſt thanke God, that 
thou ſcapeſt hence ſcor-tree ; I haue heard inough of you heereto- | 
fore, and of all your gocd qualities, though it was not my hap 
to know you, 

Celeſlina, Troy ſtood out more ſtoutly, and held out longer. 
And many hiercer Dames haue I tamed in my dayes ; Tuſh > No 
ſtorme laſteth long, 

Melibea. You mine enemy, what ſay you? Speake out, I pray, 
that I may heare you, Haſt thou any thing to ſay im thy excule, | 
whereby thou maiſt ſatishe my anger, andcleare thy ſelte of this | 
thy crrour and bold attempr ? | 

Celeftiua. Whileſt your choler lives, my cauſe muſt needes dye, 
And the longer your anger lafſteth, the leſſe ſhall my excuſe be 
heard, Burt wonder not that you ſhould be thus rigorous with mee : 
BY For 
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' the delight of vengeance, and pleaſure of revenge cnduret 


For a little heate will ſcrue to ſet young bloud a boyling. 

Melibea. Little heate,ſay you ? Indeed thou maiſt well ſay little, 
becauſe thy ſelfe yer lives, whilſt I with gricte indure thy great pre- 
ſumption. What wordscanſt thou demand of me for ſuch a one as 
he is, that ray ſtand with my good ? Anſwer co my demand, be- 
cauſe thou ſayſt thou haſt not yet concluded, And perhaps thou 
maiſt pacifie me for that which 1s paſt. 

Celeſlina. Mary, a certaine Charme, Madame, which (as hee is 
informed by many of his good friends) your Ladiſhip hath, 
which cureth the tooth-ache; as alſo that ſame admirable Girdle 
of yours, which is reported ro hauc becne found and brought from 
Came the Caue there,and was worne,'tis thought, by the Sibills,or 
Prophetefle of that place; which Girdle they ſay, hath ſuch a {in- 
gular and peculiar property and power, with the very tutch to 
abate and eaſc any ache or anguith whatſoeuer, Now this Gentle- 
man I told you of, is exceedingly pained with the tooth- ache, and 
euen at deaths doore with it, And this was the true cauſe of my 
comming : But ſince it was my ill hap ro receiue ſo harſh and vn- 
pleaſing an anſwer,ler him ftill for me continue in his paine,as a pu- 
niſhmenrdue vato him,for ſending fo vafortunate a meſſenger, For 
ſince in that muchnefſe of _ yertue I have found much of your 
pity wanting ; I feare mee, hee would alſo want water, ſhould he 
ſend mee to the Sea to fetch it, And you know ({wcet _ ) that 

bur 8 


' moment, but that of piry and compafhon continueth for euer 


and ever. 

Melibea. If this be that thou would'ſt haue, why did'ſt thou not 
tell meof it ſooner > VW hy went'f&rhou about the buſh with mee t 
W hat nec<ded all thoſe circumſtances ? Or why did'ft thou nor de- 
liver itin other words ? 

Celeft, Becauſe my plaine and ſimple meaning made me belecue, 
that though I ſhould have propos'd 1t in any other words whatloc. 
ver, had they beene worſe then they were, yet would you not haue 
ſuſpected any euill in them, For, if I werefailing in the firneſſe of 
my pretace, and did not vſe lo due and conucniecnta preamble as I 
ſhould haue done, it was, becauſe truth needeth no colours, The 


; very corr paſhon that [ had of his paine, and the confidence of your 
| magnificency, did choake in my mouth, when TI firſt beganne to 
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ſpeake the expreſhon of the cauſe, And for that you know (Lady) 
that ſorrow workes turbation, and turbation duth diſorder and al. 
ter the tongue, which ought alwaies to be ty'de tothe braine ; for 
heauerns love, lay not the tauit on me ; and it he hath committed an 
errour, |ct not that redound to my hurt ; for Tam no farther blame. 
able of any fault, then asI amtke meſſenger of the faulty, Breake 
not the rope where it is weakeſt, Fe not like the Cobweb, which 
ncuer ſhewes it's force,but on poere little Flves, No humane Law 
condemnes the father for the ſonnes offence, nor the ſonre for the 


fathers, 
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fathers : nor indeed (Lady) is it any reaſon, that his preſamption 
ſhould occafion my perdition ; though conſidering his deſert, I 
ſhould not greatly care,that hee ſhould be the delinquent, and my 
ſelfe be condemned.ſince that I have no other Trade to liue by, iaue 


to ſerue ſuch as hee is ; This 1s my occuparion,this I make my hap- | 


pineſle, Yet withal! (Madame) I would haue you to concciue, that | 
1t was neuer in my deſire to hurt one, to helpe another, though | 
behind mybacke, your Ladiſhip hath perhaps been otherwiſe infor- 
med of mee, Þut the beſt is, it is not the vaine breath of the vulgar, 
that can blaſt the eruth ; aſſuredly I meane nothing in this, bur one- | 


} Ligue and honeſt dealing. I doe little harme ro any ; I haue as | 
"- 


w enemics in this City, asa woman can haue ; I keepe my word 


with all men; and what vndertake, I performe as faithfully, as it | 


I had twenty feete, and ſo many hands. 


Melibea, I now wonder not, that your Ancients were wont to | 
ſay ; That one onely teacher of Vice,was ſufficient to marrea great | 


City. For I hauc heard ſuch and ſo many tales of thy falſe and cun. 


ning tricks,that I know not whether I may beleeue,thy errand was | 


for this charme, 

Celeſtina, Neuer let me pray : or ifI pray,let me neuer be heard, 
if you candraw any other thing from me, though I were to be pur 
ro a thouſand rorments. 

Melibea, My former late anger will not give mee leaue to laugh 
at thy excuſe, For I wor very well, that neither oath nor torment 
_— make thee to ſpeake the truch. For ir is not in thy power to 

OC If, 

Celeſtina, You are my good Lady and Miftreſſe, you may ſay 
what you liſt, and it is my duty to hold my peace ; you muſt com- 
mand, and 1 muſt obey, bur your rough language (I hope) will coſt 
your Ladiſhip an old petricoate. 

HMHelibea, And well haſt thou deſeru'd it, 

Celeſt. If I hauenorgain'd it with my rongue, I hopel hauc not 
loſt it with my intention, 

Melibea, Thou doſt ſo confidently plead thy ignorance,that thou 


—— — 


makeſt me almoſt ready to belecue thee, yer will I in this thy ſo 


doubrfull an excuſe, hold my ſentence in ſuſpence, and will not dif- 
poſe of thy demand vpon the reliſh of ſo lightan interpretation. 
Neither forall this would I haue thee to thinke much of it, nor 
make it any ſuch wonder, that I was ſo exceedingly moued ; For 
ewo things did concurre in thy diſcourſe,the leaſt of which was ſuf- 
ficient to make merunne out of my wits, Firſt,in naming this Gen- 


—_ 


tleman vnto me, who thus preſumed to talke with me : then, that | 
thou ſhouldſt intreat me for him, without any further cauſe giuen; | 


which could not bur ingender a ſtrong ſuſpition of intention of hurt 
to my honor, Bur ſince all is well meant, and no harme intended, [ 
pardonall that is paſt ; for my heart is now ſomewhat lightned, (i- 
thence it isa pious,and a holy worke, tocure _- ſick, and helpethe 

Cele#, 
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Celeſt. 1, and ſo ſicke (Madame) and fo Giſtrefled, that did you | 
know it as wellas I, you would not judge him the man, which | 
in your anger you have cenſured himto be, By my fay, the poore 

| Gentleman hath no gall at all, no ill meaning in his heart. Hee 1s 
- indewed with thouſands of graces; tor dour.ty ,he is an Alexander; (or 
' ſtrength, an Hedor, he has the preſence ofa Prince; hee is faire in 
| his carriage, ſweet in his behawiour, and pleaſant in his converfari- 
' on; there is no mclancholy, or other bad hemour, that razgneth in 
' hin; Noblv deſcended, as your ſelfe well knowes ; a great T ilter , 
| and to ſec him in his armour, it becomes him fo well, that you 
| would take him to be another Saint George. Hercules had not rhat 
| force and courage as he hath ; His diportment, his perſon, his tea- 
cure, his diſpoſition, his agility,and aCtiueneſle of body had neecve 
ot another manner of rongue ro exprefle ir, rhen mine, Take him 
all rogether, and for all in all, you thail nor finde fuch another; and 
for admired forme,a miracle: and I am verily perſwaded,tiut that 
faire and gentle Narciſſus, who was inamored with his Owue ;roper 
beauty, when as ina glaſie he view'd himfelte, in the water was n9- 
thing to faire as he, whom now one poore toott1, with the extre- 
mity of its paine, doth ſo torment, that hee doth nothing bur 
complaine. 

M<libea- The Age, I pray ; How long hath hee had it ? 

Celefl. His age (Madame?) Mary, Ithinke hee is about ſome 
three and twenty, For heere ſtands ſhee, who ſaw him borne, and 
| tooke him vp from his morhers feet. 

Melibea. This is not that which I aske thee; Nor doe I care 
to know his age, 1 aske thee how long he hath beene troubled with 
his twoth-ache ? 
| Celcſt. Some cightdaies (Madame )but you would thinke he had 
had ita yeerc, hee 1s growne ſoweake with it, and the greateſt eate, 
and beſt remedy he hath, is, ro take his Viall, whereto hce 11n; 5 1© 
many ſongs, in ſuch dolefull no! es,that I verily beiceve, rvey (11. 
tarre excced thoſe, which that great Emperor and Mutician Hadrin 
compoſed concerning the ſuulcs departure from the budy,the ver. 
| ter to endure without diſmavymenc, his approaching ceat!., For 
| though I have bur lirtle skill in muſicke,me thinks be makes the Vi- 
| all, when he plaics thereon, to ſpeake ; and when hee {ings thereun- 
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| to, the birds with a better will liſten vato him, then ro that Muſt - 
ctan of old, which made the trees and ſtones ro moue, Had he bcen 
| borne then, Orpheus had loſt his prey. Weigh then with your ſclte 
| (Sweet Lady) if ſuch a poore old woman as [ am, have notcat!fe ro 


| 


; 
; 
| 


, count my lelte happy, it I may give life vnto him, to whom the hea- | 
| vens have giuen ſo many graces ? Not a woman that ſees him, bur | 
| Praiſcth Natures workemanſhip, whoſe hand did draw ſoperteSt a | 
| piece; andit ir bee their hap to ralke with him, they are no more 

| miltreſſes of rhemſelues, but are wholy ar his diſpoting ; and of 
| 


Commanders,defire to be commanded by him. W herfore, ſeeing I | 
hauc 
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| haue ſo great reaſon to doe for him, conceiue (good Lady) my 
purpoſe co be faire and honeſt, my courſes commendable, and free 
| from {u{picion and icalouſie, 
| Melibes O howlT am falne out with mine owne impatience ! 
How angry with my ſelfe, that hee being ignorant, and thou inno.- 
cent of any intended ill; thou haſt endured the difiemperature of 
my iorazed rongue ? But the great reaſon I had tor it, frees mee 
from any fault of offence, vrged thereunto by thy ſuſpicious ſpea- 
clics : but in requitall of thy ſufferance, I will forthwith fulfill thy 
requeſt, and likewiſe giue thee my Girdle, And becauſe I haue not 
leyſure to write the charme, till my mother comes home,it this will 
' not ſerue the turne, come ſecretly for it to morrow morning. s 

Lucrecia, Now, now, is my Miftreſſe quite vndone. All the | 
world cannot ſaue her ; ſhe will haue Celeftins come ſecretly to mar- | 
row. Iſmella Rat; there is a Paddc in the ſtraw ; I like nor this, | 
Come ſecretly to morrow ; I feare mee, ſhee will part with ſome- 
' thing morerhen words, 
| Melibea, What ſai'ſt thou, Lacrecia ? 

Lucrecia, Mary, 1 fay, Madame, you haue worded well, For it 
is now ſomewhat late, 

Melibea, I pray (mother) ſay nothing to this Gentleman of what 
hath paſſed betwixt you and mee, leſt he ſhould hold me either cru. 
ell, ſudden, or diſhoneſt, 

Lucrecia. I did not lye even now ; [ ſee well inough how ill the 
world goes. 

Celeſt, Madame, I much maruell you ſhould entertaine any the 
leaſt doubt of my ſeruice. Feare you not ; for I can ſuffer, and co- 
ver any thing : and I well perceiuc, that your great icalouſie and 
ſuipicion of mee, made you (as commonly it doth) to interpret my 
ſpeeches to theworſt ſenſe, VVell, I will take my leaue, and goe 
hence with this Girdle ſo merrily, as if Idid preſently ſee his heart | 
leaping for ioy, that you have graced him with ſogreat a kindneſſe; 
and I doubt not, but] ſhall finde him much eaſed of his paine. 

Melibea, I will doe more for your ſicke Patient then this, if | | 
need require, in requitall of your great patience. 

Celeft. Wee ſhall need more, and you muſtdoe more then this, 
_ perhaps you will not ſo well like of it, and ſcarce thanke | 
vs for it. 

Helibea, Mother, what's that thou talkeſt of thankes ? | 

Celefima. Mary I ſay (Madame) That we both giue youthanks, : 
that wee are both ar your ſeruice; and reſt both deepely indebted | | 
to your Ladiſhip; and thatthe paiment is there moſt certaine,where | 
the party is moſt bound to ſarishie. | | 

Lucrecia, Hceere's Catin the Panne, What Chop-Logicke hauc | 


— 
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we hecre ! | 

Celeftins, Daughter Lncrecia ; Hold thy peace ; Come hither to | 
me. If to morrow I may ſee theeat my houſe, I will give thee ſucha 
I 2 [ ve, 
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Lyc, as ſhall makethy haire as yellow as gold ; but tel! not your 
Miſtreiſe ofit. Thou thalt alſo haue a powder ct mee ro {weeten 
thy breath, which is a little of the firongeſt, There is not any in 
this kingdome, that can make it bur my ſclte. And there is not any 
thing in a woman that can be worſe then a ſtinking breath. 

Lucreta, A blefling on your aged heart; for | have more need 
of this, then of my meate. 

Celeflina. And yet (you foole) you will be ralking and prating 
againſt mec. Hold thy peace ; for thou know it not what need thou 


1 | CHMelzbea. 


her more angry now, then ſhee was bctorc. But et mee goc hence 
in peace, | 

Melibea. What ſai ſt thou to her,mother ? 

Cclefl. Nothing (Madame) wee haue done already. 

AMclibea, Nay, you mult tell me whiar you fard to her; for I can. 
not abide, that anv body ſhould ſpeake any thing in my preſence, 
and I not haue a part therein. And theretore, without any more a- 
doe, let mee know 1t, - 

Ce/eſt, lintreated her to put your Ladiſhip in minde of the 
Charine, rhat ir might be writ our ready jor mee : anc that thee 
{ould lcarne of mee to temper her {clic 1n the t1mc of your anger, 
putting her in mind of that ancient Avage ; i rum an angry man, 
-et thee gone but for a while;zbut trom an enemy for euer. But you 
(Madame) had onely a quarell ro raoſe words of mine which you 
iuſpcaecd, and not any enmity to my pcrivn. And ay, they had bin 
ſuch as you conceired thein ; yet were tliey not {Oo bad, as youu 
would hzuc made them to be. For it 1s every dates expericnce,to fce 
men pain'd & tormented for womenzand women as much tur men, 
And this, Nature worketh;and Narure(you know) is cra{ts matter, 
ard works nothing that 1s 11] : Sothat my demand (you ſee) was 
(as my delire was 1t thould be) in it ſelfe commenUyVable, as hawing 
it's growth from {Oo good a root, Many the like reaſons cov!o 1 
render you, were not prolixity tediuus to the hearer and hurttu:l 
tothe ſpeaker, | 

Melibea, Thou haſt ſhowne 8 great deule of temper, as well in 
ſaying little, when thou ſaw'tt nice angry, as allo in thy great and 
fingular ſufterance, 

C-l:ftina, Mad.ime, I indured your chiding with ſcare, becauſe 
] knew you were angry with reaſon, Beſices, a fit of anger is bur 
likea flath of lightning ; which made me the more willing to give 
way, till your hcate were ouerpalt. 
| Melibea, This Gentleman is beholding voto you, whom [ recom- 
| mend tO your care, 
| Celeft. Not ſo, Madame; His deſerts challenge more at my hands, 
And it by my intreaties, I have done him any good, I feare ne, 
by my ouer long-ſtay,l haue done him as much harme, And there. 
fore it your Ladiſhip will licenſe me. I will hafte to ſee how he does. 


maiſt haue of mce, Doc nor exaſperate your Miftrefſe, and make | 
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| Melibee. Had'\t thou ſpoke for it ſooner, ſooner hadſt thou beene 
ſped. Goe thy wayes, and agood lucke withthee : for neither thy 
comming hither hath done mee any good ; nor thy going hence 


| 
| can doe mee any harme ; Thy meſſige being as bootleſle, as thy | 


departure (hall be harmeleſſe. 
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ACTYSY: 


| THE ARGYMENT. 


| (CELESTINA haning taken ber leaue of Melibea, trudees 4- 

lowg the flreet mumbling and muttrmg to ber ſelfe. Peing come 
bome, there (hee found Sernpronio, Wbo ſtard expefting her re- 
turne. They goe both talking together, till they come to Califto's 
bouſe. And being eſpied by Parreno, be tels it big | after, who 


| wills him to open the doore. 


INTERLOCVTORS. 


{clfiina, Sempronio, Parmeno, Caliſto, 


TWZ2Z Elftinr. O crucllincounter ! O daring and diicreet 

FN 7 atcempt! O great and ſingular ſuffterance ! O how 
{ ncere had | beene to my death, if my much ſubtilry 
and cunning craft had not ſhifted in time the failes 
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| x 2 O angry and inraged Damlſell! O chou Diuell 
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ſineſſe! whoſe fauourable furtherance if I had not found, I would 
vtterly have broken and deſtroyed all the inchantments which ci- 
ther I haue already, or heereafter are to be made; nor would I ever 
| any more haue had any belicfe in hearbes, ſtones, or words. Be 
mcrry then (old Stinkard) Frollicke with thy felfe (old wench) for, 
| thou ihalt get more by this one ſuite, then by ſoldring of fiftecne 
crackt Maidenheads. A pocks vpon theſe long and large playtings 
in my Petticoates ; Fic how they rumple and fold themlelues abour 
my legges, hindring my feete from haſting thither, whither I de- 
ſire my good newes ſhould come. O good tortune, what a friend 
art thou to the valiant ! whata foe to choſe that are fearefull! Nor 
by flying doth the Coward flye death, O how many failed of that 
which I haue effe&ted ! How many haue {trucke at, but miſt that 
naile, which my ſelfe onely haue hit on the head ! What info 
ſtrong and dangerous a ſtraiteas this, would.theſe young Graduates 
in my Art haue done ! Perhaps haue bolted out ſome fooliſh word 
or other to Melibea, whereby they would haue loſt as much by their 
prattling,as I haue uw by my ſilence, And therefore it is an old 
jaying ; Let him play that hath $kill and rchatthe better Phyſici- 
ati is hee that hath expcrience, then hee that hach Tearning , 
For experience, and frequent warnings, make men Artiſts in their 
| profeſſions ; and it muſt be ſuch an old womanas I am,who at eue- 
ry little Channell holds vp her coates, and treades the ſtreetes with 
 leyſurely ſteps, that ſhall proue a Proficient in her trade, © girdle, 
my pretty girdle, let mee hugge thee a little ! O how my heart 
leaps in looking vpon thee! If 1 liue, I will make thee bring her to 
mee by force, who is ſo vnwilling to come to mee of her owne ac- 
cord, that I bad much adoe to get a good word from her. 

Semp. Either mine eyes are not matches,or that is Celeftine; Now 
the Diuell gce with her; how her gowne comes dragging on the 
ground ? how the skirts of her coate troudle her > how her mouth 
goes ? Sure,the is _— ſomething to her {elfe, | 

Celeſt, Why doſt thou keepe ſuch a croſſing of thy ſelte > I be- 
lecue, thou bleſleſt thy lelte ro ſee mee. 

Semp. Lwill tell thee : why ? Rarity (you know) is the mother of 
| admuration ; and admiration being conceiued in the eyes, entreth 
' ſtraight into the minde : and the minde is inforced againe by the 
; Eyes, to diſcover it ſelfe by theſe outward fignes. V\ ho dideuer 

ſee thee walke the fireeres before with thy head hanging in thy bo- 

; ſome; wita thy eyes caſt downe to the ground ! VV ho did ever ſee 
| thee goe thus mumbling of thy words to thy ſelfe > and to come in 
ſuch poſt-haſte, as if thou wert going to get a Benelice ? ſo that the 
rarity and ſirangeneſſe thereot, makes rhoſe who know thee, to 
wonder what it ſhould mcane?But to let this paſſe; Tell me of all 
loves,what good newes thou bringſt.Say:ls ita Son,ora Daughter? 
That is, whether we haue ſped well or ill? Forever {ince one of the 
Clockel have waited here for you; all which while, I hauc had no 
greater 
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greater or better token of comfort, then that of your long ſaying, | 
Celeſt. This fooliſh Rule (my Sonne) is not alwates true ; tor had 

I tayd but one houre longer, I might perhaps haue lett my noſe be- 

hind me,and twoother noſes,had 1 had them,& my tongue to boot: 
ſo that the longer I had ſtayed, the dearer it would haue coſt me, 

| Sempr, Good mother, as you loue mee, goe not hence, till you 

haue told/mee all. 

Celeſt.. Sempronio, my friend, neither have I time to ſtay heere, | 
nor is this a fit place to tellit thee, Come, goc along with mee to 
Caliſo, and thou ſhalt heare wonders (my Bully.) For by commu- 
nicating, my ſelfe to many, I (hould as it were deflowre my Embat- 
ſage, whoſe maidenhead | meane to beſtow on your Maſter ; for, I 
w1ll that from mine owne mouth, hee heare what 1 haue done; tor 
though thou ſhalt have parcel! ofthe profit, I minge to have all the 
thankes for my labour, 

Serpr, hat? Are you at your parcels now > Dce you thinke, 
| Celeſtina,to put me to my parcels? Tho you ſball haue your parcel; 
; mary, come vp: Itell you plainly, 1doenot like this word, that | 
I doe not. And therefore parcell me no more of your parcels, 

Celeſt, Goe to, you foole ; Hold your peace, be it part or par- | 
cell, man, thou (halt haue what thou wilt thy ſelfe. Doe bur aske, | 
and hauc; what is mine, is thine: Letvs laugh and be merry, and 
benefit our (clues the beſt that we can : Hang all this craſh, this pu- 
trified Jurt, rather then thou and I ſhould tall our adout deuiding | 
the ſpoyle; yer muſtl tell you, (which is ao more then your ſelfe 
knowes) that old folkes haue more need then young ; Eſpecially 
you, who live at full rable,vpon freecoſt, 

Sempr, There goes more (1 wiſſe) toa mans life, then eating | 
and drinking, 

Cel, What, Sonne! A dozen of poynts,a hat,or a ſtone-bowgro go 
fram houſe to houſe ſhooting at birds, ayming at other birds with 
your eye, that rake their ſtanding in windowes. I meane pretty 
wenches (you foole) ſuch birds (you mad-cap) as haue no wings to 
flye from you : you know my meaning, Sir; for there is no better 
Bawd, for them,then a bow:;vnder colour whereof, thou maiſt enter 
any houſe whatſoever, making it thy excuſe to leeke ater ſome 
bird thou ſhoorkt at, &c, It is your only delicate tricke you can vie, 
But wo (Sempronio) vnto her, who is to vphold andmaintaine her 
credit, and beginnes to grow old,as I now doe, 

Sempr. O cogging old Hagge; O old Bawd, full fill'd with miC 
chiefe ; O couerous and greedy Cormorant , O rauenous glutton! 
I perceiue ſhe would as willingly coozen meas I would my Maſter; 
and-all to inrich her ſelfe. Burt ſeeing ſhe is ſo wickedly minded,and 
cares not who periſh, ſo as ſhee may thrive, I will marre her mac- 
ket; I will looke to her water heereatter ; I will keepe her from 
fingring any more Crownes; nor will I any longer rent out the 


' Baines vnto her, which I make of my Maſter, but reſerve the pro- 
fits 
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fits for my ſclfe : or rather (which 15the ſurer and honeſter courſe) 
ſeek to {ave his purſe, and play the good husband for him, For he 
that riſeth by lewd and vnlawfull meancs, comes tumbling downe 
faſter then hee clambred vp, O! how hard a thing is it to know 
man? True is that vulgar ſaying, No manner of marchandize, or 
beaſt, is halfe ſo hard ro be knowne, Curſed old witch, hee is as 
falſe as truth is truth; I thinke the Divell brought mce acquainted 
with her: it had beenc better for mee, to have fled from this vene- 
mous Viper, then to put her, as I haue done,in my boſome ; butir 
; Was mine owne fault,l can blame nobody but my ſelte : and there. 
fore let her gaine what ſhe can gaine, be it by right or wrong, I wall 
keepe my word with her, 
Celeftina, What ſay'ſt thou Sempronio ! Whom Coſt thou talke 
to ? Goeſt thou gnawing of my skirts? V\ har is that thou grumbleſt 
at? Why commeft thou not forward >? 
Sempr. That which I ſay (mother Celeſtiza) is this ; that I doc 
pot maruaile thar you are murable : for therein you doe, but as 0- 
thers haue done before you, toliowing that common tracke that ma- 
ny more hauetro\ in ; you told mee, you would ccterre this buſt- 
neſle. lesding my Maſter along ina fooles paradiſe ; and now thou 
| runn'ſt head-l--ng withour cirher ſence or wit, to tell Caliſts of all 
that hath paſſed. Know'ſt thou not, that men eſtceme thoie things 

' moſt, whichare moſt difficult to be atchieuve\! > And prize them the 
more, the more hardly they come by them > Beſides, Is not every 
day of his paine, vnto vs a doub'e gaine ? 

Celeſt, A wiſe man altreth his purpoſe,but a foole perſeuereth in 
his folly:a new buſines requires new counſell;and various accidents, 
various acuice, Nor did | thinke(Son Semproxis)that fortune would 
haue betricnded mice ſo ſoone, Belides, it is the part of a diſcreete 
reſſcnger , to doc that which the time requires ; eſpecially, when 
as the quality of the bulineſſe cannot conceale or ailmitof diſſem- 

led time. And 1norcouer, I know that thy Maſter(as I haue heard) 

is liberall,and ſomewhat of a womaniſh longing ; and therefore will 

give more for one day of good newes, then for a hundred, wherein 

beis pained, And with his paine,minewill be increaſed : his 1n lo. 
 uing,and mine in trudging to and tro, For your quicke and ſpeedie 
| plealures begetalteration; and grear alteration doth hinder delibe. 
| ration, Againe, where will you inde goodnefle, bur in that which 
| 1s good ? And nobleneſle of blood, bur in large and long continued 
| rewards ? Peace,you foole, let me aione with him, and you ſhall ſee 
| how your old woman will handlc him, 

Sempr, Then tell mee what paſſed concerning that noble Lady, 
Acquaint mee bur with one word of her mouth ; for truſt mee, 
long as much to know her anſwer, as my Maſter doth. 

Celeſt. Peace, you foole; What? Does your complexion change? 
Does vour colour alter ? I know by your noſe, what porridge you 
loue, You had rather haue the taſte, then ſent of this bulineſſe.Come 

| I 
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[ prythee, letvshye vs, forthy Maſter willbeready torunne mag, | 
if we ſtay ouer-long, | 
Sem. And | am little better, becauſe you will not tay and tell me. : 
Parme, Maſter Maſter ! | 
Cal:ſts6, Whar's the matter, you foole ? | 
Parm, 1 ſee Sempronio and Celeftiza comming towards thehoule, 


! 


' Andar euery ſtep they make a ftop ; and looke where they {tand 
' ill, there Sempronie, with the pointof his ſword, makes ftreakes 


—_— —— — _—_— 


and lines in the ground, Ir is ſome carneſt matter ſure that they 
are debating, but what itihnould be, I cannot deuiſe. | 
Caliſto. O thou careleſic ad{urd Aiſle, Cant thou difcry land,and | 


; nor make to the ſhoare ? See them comming, and not hye thee to 


mt 


open the doore ? O thou Supreme Deity : with what come they > | 
\ \.zat newcs doe they bring ? whoſe ſtay hath beene fo long, thar 

I daue longed more for their comming, then the end of my reme- 

dy. Omy ſadeares, prepare your fclues for that which you are 

now to heare : for in Celeſtins's mouth reſts either my preſent eaſe, 

or etcrnail hearr-griefe, O that I could fall into a ſlumber,and paſſe 

away this ſhort, this lirlte little ſpace of time,in a dreame wherein 

might ſee the beginning, and ending of her ſpeech, Now I verily 

belecue, that more painefull ro a Fellon, is the expeQting of that 
his cruel! and capitall ſentence, thenthe Air ſelte, of his certaine 
and fore-knowne death, O leaden-heeled Parmeno ; {lower then 
the Snayle, dead-handed as thou arr, diſpatch ,{ ſay, and vabolt chis 
troubleſome doore, that this honouravle woman may enter in, in 
whoſe tongue lies my lite, 

Celefl, Doft thou heare him, Sewpronio ? Your Maſter is now of 
another temper, theſe words are of another tune, then thoſe wee 
lacely heard both of Parmens, and him, ar our firſt comming hither. 
The matter | ſee is well amended , there is never a word 1 hall tell 
him, but ſhall be better ro old Celeſtins, then a new perticoate, 

Sempr. Makeat your comming in, as though you did not fee C4- 
liſto, _ {ome good words as you goe. | 

Celeft. Peace, Sempronio; Though I haue hazarded my life for | 
kim, yet Califto's owne worth, and his, and your ioynt intrearties, | 
merit much morethen this, And | hope,he will wcll reward me for * 
my paines, being ſofranke and Noble a Gentleman as hee is. 
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' Whole buſmeſſe, ard (hewes bim the Girate ſhe brought from Me- 
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THE ARGVMENT. 


"ELESTINA beirgentredCalitto's bouſe,Califtowith great 

afjetion and carneſineſe demandeth of her, what had nf 
betwixt her and Melibea? Whule they continas talking together, 
Parmeno hearmy Celeftina /peake wholy for her ſelfe, and her 
oWne private prefit,turning bimſelfe toward Serapronio, at eue- 
ry word he g1ues her a nip, for the which he u reprehended by Sern- 
ronio. In the exd, old Celeitina diſcourrs to Caliſto all the 


libea. And/o takeng her leaue of Caliſto, ſee gers her home to 
her owne honſe, taking Parmeno along wich ber. 


INTERLOCVTORS. 


Caliſto, {eleſiina, Parmeno, Sempronis. 


P: © mether ,) 

Ef = Celeft. O my good Lord and Mafter Califo, 
. By How 1s it? how 1s it with you! O my new 

EY / © [ Louer (and not without tuſt cauſe)ot taireſt Afe- | 
No WP? , g' libia 1 How canſt thou make this 0!/d woman a- 

99> a ' mends, who hath hazarded her life in thy ſervice? 
W har woman was euer driven to {uch narrow thts! The very 
z my vital! 


| veynes ofall their bloud. I would havc given my lie tor ic lefle then 


the price of this old tottred Mantle, which you ſee hicere on my 


| Gacke. 


Parme., Thou artall (I (ce) for thy (clie, Thatis it thou {hoor'ſt 


| at- Thou art like a Lertice, that growcs betwixt two Cole-worts ; 


; If thoube let alone,thou wil ouer- top them, The next word I look 
| for, 1s, that ſhe begoe a Kirtle for ker Mantle : thou art all (I per- 
cetue) 


O— ——_—— 


Aliflse. What good newes(mother.) fpeak(deare | 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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c2iae) for thy ſelfe ; an wilt not aske any thing, whereot orhers 
may hue part, Tre od womm will nplume him, not leauing 

| hi no nach az 018 fearher ; hoy cunningly does ſhze worke ht 11? 
h-» v crait'y pitch ter ae's ro carc't me and my Matter, ſeeking to 
' mice ne faithleTe,an 1 him foolih ? Doe but marke her(Semproxis) 
be till, an 1 gue her but the hearing, and you ſha!l ſee, ſhee will 
no: lenind any maney of my Matter, becauſe ir is diuifible, 


:cha1ce to heare thee, - 
Ca/ifto, Good mother, either cutoff thy diſcourſe, or take thou 
this [wu 4 and kill mee, 
Pirm, Naw, what a D:uellailes he > He ſhakes an] quiuers like 
| a fellow that hatch had his ſenſez ouer-touchr with quicke-Luer, 
| Looke, hee cannot ſtand on his leg :es 3 would I could helpe him t9 


ſword and kill you 2 There's a word indeed to kill my heart, Noz 

let your {word ſcrue to kill your enemies, and ſuch as wiſh you 
harme. As for mee, Iwill giue thee life, man,by that good hope, 

| which IT hauein her, whom thou louelk beſt, 

| Califflo, Goud hope, mother ? 

Celeſtina. 1, good hupe ; and well may ir be called (o, ſince that 
the gates are (cc open for my ſecond returne. And thall I rell you ? 
ſhe will ſooner receive me in th's poore tottred Gowae and Kairtle, 
then others in their ſilks, and cloth of gold, 

Parme, Sempron, ſow mee vp this mouth ; for I can no longer 
hold, A pocks on her, ſhe hath hedg'd in the Kirtle to her Gowne. 
Could nor one alone haue contented her ? 

Sempr. You will hold your peace, will you not? By Jove you 
were beſt be quier,or { ſhall ſet you hence in adiuels name. Whar ? 
Is there no ho with you ? Say ſhe begge her apparell of him,whar s 
that to thee ? ſhe does well in it ; and I commend hertor it, hawing 


ſings,tbere hath he his offrings; he muſt haue food and raymenr. 


ſings all the yeere long for it : end this old Jade would in one Gay, 
for treading ſomethree ſteps, cait offall her rugged havres, and get 
her a new coatc ; which is more then ſhe could well doe theſe hity 


yeeres, 
Sew. Is this all the good ſhe taught thee?ls all your old acquain- 


paines in breeding you vp ? Sure,ih+ha's bro ;hr hee Hogzes ta 
good market, in beſtowing ſo great kindene{le on (9 vety a Pigge. 
Par..I could be well content, that ſhe ſhoul4 pill aa pole, aske 


and haue,ſhave & cut, but not cutout all the cloth to. her owa coar, 
K2 C-1397r, 


tance come to this > Is this all rhe obligation you owe her tor her | 


Sempro, Peace, (thu deſpairefail tellouw) lelt Caliſto kill chee, 1f | 


| his rongue, that I might heare him ſpeake againe : ſure, he cannot | 

live lonz, if this fit continue, Vee {hall ger wel! y this his loue, 

ſhall wee not ? Every man his mourning weed, and thece's an end, | 
Celeſt. Your (word, Sir. Now l hope not: Whar ? Take your | 
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ſuch nced thereof as ſhe has. And thou know'ſt, Where the Flamis | 


Par. Truec,he hath fo; bur as his ſeruice is,ſo is his allowanceghe | 


— 


” I— 


I IO IS 


— 


——_—___C —_— ——_ _ 
hs cm tt 


oc — — — 


| 


$ 
' 
, 

: 


{ 
| 
| 
[ 


| 


ee ET On Gn 


, 
””” GEE a omen —o——- SO. ont__—_ 
(] 


| tell mee what was (hee doing ? How got you into the houſe > How 
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Sempr. Itis her fault, I muſt confeſle, but other Vicc hath (hee | 
| none, taue onely that 11.ce js a little roo couetous. Bur let heralone, | 
' and giueherleaue to prouide ftraw, fiſt, tor to thatch her owne | 
' walls, and to lay the 1oyſes firſt of her owne houſe, then afterwards | 


1 


| ſhall ſhe boord ours; elſe had it beene better tor her thee had never : 


knownae vs, | 


Califto. Mothef,as you loue goodnefle,if you be a good woman, 


was ſhe apparelled > On which fide of the houſe did you find her ? 
What countenance did ſhee ſhew thee at thy fic{t entrance > How 
did thee looke On thee ! 

Celeft. With ſuch a looke and countenance, as your braue fierce 
bu!s vie rowards thoſe that cait ſharp darts againſt them,when they 
come {or ta be baited : or like your wilde bores, when they make 
rowards thoſe Maſtiues which fet vpon them, 

Caliſ/o, Bethelſe thy good hopes { Theſe {ignes of health ? Vhart | 
then arc thoſe that are mortall ? Why death it icite could notbe | 
halſe ſo deadly. For that would caſe and 11d me of this my torment, 
then which none is greater,none more grieuous, 

Semp. Theſeare my Maſters former fires; he renewes afreſh his 
wonted flames : Vhata ſtrange kind of man is he ? He hath not the 
patience to ſtay to haere that which ſo earneſtly hee hath deſired, 

Parmens. Now Sir; Vho talkes now > I mult not fpeake a 
word ; butdid my Maſter heare you, he would cudgell your coat, 
as well as mine. 

Sempr. Some euill fire conſume thee : for thou ſpeakeſt prediu- 
dicia:ly of all, but I oftend no man, Let ſome 1ntolerable mor. 
tall diſcaſc, or ſome peſtilent plague ſeaze vpon thee, and conſume 
thee; Thou quarrelſome,contentious, enuious, and accurſed Cay- 
tiffe ; 1s this thy friendſhip, this the amity thou haſt contracted 
with Celeftiza and me? Goc with the Diuels name, 1t this be thy 
loue, 

Califfo, It thou wilt not (thou that art ſole Queene, and ſoue. 
raizne of my lite) that I dye deſperate, and that niy foule goe con- 
cemned fiom hence to perperuall paine (ſo impaticut am1 cf hea- 
ring theſe things) delay mee no longer, but cerrifhe mee bricfely, 
whether thy g!orious demand had a happy end, orno? As allo 
whether that crucil and ſterne looke of that impious face, whoſe 
trownes murder as many 8s they are bent againſt, ſorted to a gentle 
intertaining of thy ſuite ? For all that I haue heard hitherto, are ra- 
ther tokens of hate; then of loue, 

Celeſtina, The greatelt glory ,which tis given to that ſecret office 
of the Bee, which little creature of nature, the diſcreeter ſort ought 
iG imitate, 1s, that whatſoeuer he teucheth, he conuerteth it into 
a better ſubſtance, then in it ſelfe it wes. In like manner bath it ſo 
befalne mee, with thoſe coy and ſqueamiſh ſpeeches of Adeliben, 
214 all other her ſcornetull and difdainetuil behaviours, all her 
ſowre 
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{ anſwer;ſay what thou wilt,and I ſhall be attentive thereunto. Now 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| Derween the loue of a common whore, and an honeſt Damſe}! that | 
| 
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ſowre looks and words I turned into honey ; heranger into milde- | 
neile ; her fury into gentleneſle; and her running from me, into run- | 
ning to mee, Tell me, man, V\ hat dioſt thou rhinke Celeftina went | 
thither for > What would ſhe make there, whom you haue already ' 
rewarded beyond her deſert, valeſſe it were topacifie her fury, to ' 
oppoſe my ſclte ro all accidents, to be your ſhield and buckler in | 
your abſence, to receiue ypon my mantle all the blowes that were : 
firuckear you,to endure thoſe reuilings, bitrer tauntings,and thoſe | 
di{Jainfull rermes, winch ſuch as ſhe 15, viſually make ſhow of, when | 
they are firſt ſued vnto for their loue. And why torſooth doe they | 
tliis ? Onely to the end, That whar they give, may the better be 
eltened, and rherefore, they ſtill ſpeake worſt of hun, whom 
they love beſt; and makea ſhow of moſt ditlike, where they like 
moit, Which if it ſhould nor be fo, there would be no difference | 


ſtands vpon her honour; if cuery one ſhould ſay yea,as ſoone as ſhe 
is asked, And therctore, when they ſee a man loues them (though 
themſelves burne,and fry in the liuelieſt flames of loue) yet for mo. | 
aeſties ſake, they will outwardly ſhow a coldnefle of affection,” 
a ſober countenance, a pleaſing kinde of ſtrangeneſle, a ccnſtant } 
minde,a chaſte intent,and powre forth words as ſharpe as Vineger, | 
thar their owne tongues wonder at this their great ſufferance, ma- 
king them forcibly to confeſle that with their mouthes, whoſe con- 
trary i5 contained in their hearts. Bur becauſe I would haue thee 
haue {ome ce ic of thy forrowes, an.! rake ſome repoſe, whilſt I re- 
lateat large vntothee all the words that paſled betweene ber and 
mee, and dy what meanes I made my firſt entrance into Metibea's 
houſe; Know for thy comfort, that the end of her diſcourſe was ve- 
ry good. 

Caliſſs, Now (deare mother) that you haue giuen mee aſſurance, 
that [ may boldly with comfortexpec theextremeſt vigour of her 


— 


my heart is at reſt 3 now my thoughts are quiet ; now my veynes 
rece-ue and recover their loſt bloud; now hauel loſt my feare; now 
doe 1 finde ſome ioy ; now am I cheerefull. Ler vs (if ir pleaſe you) 
goe vp; where, in my chamber you (hall report that at full, which 
[ have heard in brictfe, 

Celeftina, With all my hearr, Sir, Come, let vs goe. 

Parme, © what ſtarting holes does this foole ſeeke for ro flye 
from vs, that he may\,at his pleaſure, weepe for ioy with Celeftina, 
and diſcouer vnto he1 a thouſand ſecrets of his light, and doting ap. 
petice! Firlt, ro aske her, I know not how oft of every particular : 
and then bauc her anſwer himto the ſame, fixe ſeuerall times one af. 
cer another, and neuer tS make anend, but ouer, and oucr, and 0- 
vcr with it againe, having no body by totell him how tedious he is; 
Fe vpon him, am fick to think vpon ir, Go your wayes (you foole) 
Ger you vp witha murraine;but we will not ſtay long after you, | 

Celeft. 
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Caliſto. Marke( mother)how Parmeno goes mumbling to himſelfe; 
ſee how the ſlaue croſſes himfelfe, to heare what thou haſt brought 
ro paſle by ihy great diligence! Obſerue in what a waze he ſtands! 


| Looke, looke, Celeſtma; doſt thou ſee what hee 15 doing ? See, 


and the villaine does not crofſe himfelte againe > Come vp, vp, vp; 
and fit you down? (1 pray) whileſt I on my knees giue eare tothy 
{[veete aniwer, Say on; And tell mee quickely, by what meanes 
thou gorſt into the houle ? | | 
Celc/!, By ſelling a parcel] of thread which I had; by which trick, 


| [hauc taken ip mydaies, more then thirty of as good worth and 


quality as her ſelfe, (So it pleaſed fortune to tauour mce inthis 
world) and ſome better women, I wiſle, and of greater” rancke, 
were thee more honorab'e then ſhee 1s. 

Caliſioe. Greater (mother)perhaps in body, but not in nobleneſle 
of bir:h, not in ſtate, not 1n beauty, not 'n diſcretion not in ſtare- 
lineſſe, linked with gracetulnefſe and merit, not in vertue, nor 
in ſpeach. 

Parme, Now the fooles fteele beginnes to ſtrike fireznow his bels 
beginne to iangle ; marke how his clocke goes ; it neuer firikes vn- 


| der twelue; the finger of bis dyall point is ſtill vpon high nocne; all 


vpon the moſt, Sexzpronio, tell the clocke, keepe true reckoving, 
how ſtandit thou gazing like a wide-mouthed Griveling foole, hea- 
ring his fooleries, and her lies ? 

Sempr, O thou venomous. rongued Villaine ; thou rayling Raf. 
call; Why ſhouldſt chou alone ſtop thy eares at that, to which all 
the world beſides is willirg to harken ? And ſay they are but tales 


| and fables which ſheerels him; yertwere it onely bur for this, that 


their diſcourſes are of louc, thou oughtſt ro lend them a willing at- 
tention, 

Celeſt, Noble Califfo, Let thy eares be open to that which I 
ſhall tell thee, and thou ſhalt ſee what thy good fortune, and my 
greatcare hauceffetted for thee, For, when 1 was about ro itch a 
price of my thread, and to ell it, Me/ibea's mother was cai!ed away 
to goe viſita ſiſter ofners, that lay exceeding licke : and becaulc fi:c 


| could nor ſtay with me her ſelfe (ſo necefiary was her abſence) + e 
left Melibea to conclude the bargaine, and to driue ſuch a price with 
' mee, as ſhee ſhould thinke ht, 


— 


———— —— 


| 


Ca/iflo. O ioy beyond compare! O ſingular oppertunity ' O ſea 
ſonable time! O thar I had layne bid vnderneath thy mar:!c, rlat [ 
might hauc heard her but ſpeake, on whon) heauen hath (ſo picnti- 
fully powred forth the tulneſle of his graces! 

Celeftina, Vnder my mantle (noble Sir >) Alacke, poore foule as 


Tam, what would you haue done there? V\ hy ſhee mu.it necdes 


haue ſeene you at leaſt thorow thirty holes, ſhould nut fortune giue 

rnee a berter, 
Parm, Well, I will get me gon; I ſay nothing, Semprenio; heare 
1ouall for mee : I will ke hang'd, if the foo!le my Mailer Coe not 
mealure 
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meaſure with kis thoughcs f how many ſteps there be betweene this 
and <Melibea's houſe. And if hee not contemplate cuery kinde of 


action and geſture ſhee might v(c;as how the lookt, how the ſtool, | 


when ſhee was bargaining for the thread : All his ſenſes, all the | 
Fowers & faculties of his ſoule arc wholy taken vp,and poſleſt with | 


her: but he will finde in the end, that my counſel] would haue done 
him more good, thenall the cunning tricks, and coozenages of 
Cel:ſtina. 

Caliſfo. Whats the matter with you there ? I am hearing ol a 
cauſe, that concernes no leſle then my life ; and you keepe a tateling 
and a prattling there (as you ſtill vie rodoe) to trouble and molett 

m:e in my bulineſſe, and prouoke me to anger : as you loue me,hotd 
your rongues, and you will dye with delight ; ſuch pleaſure will 
y ou take 1n the repetition ot her fingular diligence ; Goe on (deare 
mother) what didſt thou doe, when thou faw'ſt thou walt left all a- 
lone ? 

Celeft. O Sir, I was ſo oucr-ioyed, that whoſocuer had ſcene 
me, might have read in my tace the merriment of my heart, 

Califfo. It is ſfonow with mee ; But how much more had a man. 
beforchand conceiued ſome ſuch image in his minde ? Eur cell me, 
wa{tthounor ſtrucken dumbe with this ſo ſudden and vnexpedted 
an acc:dent ? 

Celeſt. No. But rather grew thereby the bolder to viter my 
minde ynio hcr; it wasthe thing that I deſired; ir was euen as [ 


' would haue wilht it : There was nothing could haue (ell out fo pet 
| for me,as to {ee my ſelfe all alone with her : then beganneI ro open 


the very bowels and intralls of my heart;then did I deliuer my em- 
baſſage, and told her in what extreme paine you lived, and how 
that one word of her mouth, proceeding tauourably from her, 
would eaſe you of your mighty rorment. And as one ſtanding in 
luſpence,looking wiſely and iteadily vpon me, ſomewhat amazed 
at the ſtrangeneſle of my meſſage, hearkning very attentively, till 


—— 
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' ſhee might come ro know who this (hould be, that for want of a | 
; word of her mouth, liu'd in ſuch great paine, and what manner ot 


man he mightbe, whom her tongue was able tocure ? Innaming 
you vnto her, ſhe did cut off my words, and with her hand ſtrooke 
her ſelfe a blow on the bre(t,as one that ha.! heard ſome ſtrange anc] 
{carefull newes ; charging mee to cezte my prartle, and to get mee 
out of her ſight, vnleſle I would her f{eruents ſhould become my Exe- 


cutioners,and make ſhort worke with me in theſe my od and latter | 


dayes; aggrauating my audacious boldnefle z calling mee Witch, 
Sorcereſlc, Bawd,old Whore, falic Baggage; bearded Miſcreant,the 
Mother ot miſchiefe ; and many other more ignominious names, 
wherewithall they feare children, And when ſhe had ended with 
her Bugge-beares, (hee beganne to fall into often ſwownings and 
trances, making many (irange geſtures, full of feare and amaze- 
ment, all her ſenſes being rroudled, her bloud boyling within her, 

throwing 
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throwing her ſelfe this way and that way, bearing in a ſtrange kind 
of manner the members ot her body one againſi another; andthen 
ina firong and violent faſhion, being wounded with that golden 
ſhaft which at the very voycing of your name,had flruck her tothe 
heart, writhing and windirg her body, her hands and firgers being 
clinchec one within another, like one ſtruggling & ſtriving for lite, 
that ycu would have thought, ſhee would have rent them aſuncer, 
hurling and rowling Fer cyes on cuery fide, finking the haid 
ground with her render feete, Now: [ all chis while,ſftocd me ſtil] 
1: a corner, like a cloth that is ſhrunke in the wetting, as cloſe as I 
<<uld for my life,not ſaying ſo much as any one word vnto her ; yet 
lad with all my heart, to fec her in this cruel]! and pittitull taking. 
Ardrthe more berthrowes and pangs were, the more did I laugh 
'mmy iecue at it; becauſe I thereby knew, her yeelding would be 
the ſoorer, and ger fall the neerer : yet mult I rell you, that whilſt 


her anver Cid foame out it's froth, did nut ſuffer my thoughts to be |} 


id!e, nor giuc them leaue to runne a woolL-gathering, but recolle- 
ting my fclte, and caling my wits about mce, 1 rooke hold on 


Ti:nes fore-top, and found a falue to healc that hurr, which my | 


ſclfe had made. 
Caliſls, Deare mother,thou haſt told me that, which whil'& I was 
hearivg tice, I had fore-caſted in mine owne judgement, I did (till 


| dreame it would come tothis ; bur TI doenot ſee how thou couldſt 


light vpon a fatexcuſe, that might ſerue the turne, and proue good 


- inouzh to couer and colour the ſuſpition of thy demand , though I 


2; 


know, that thou art exceeding wiſe, and in all that thou coſt ( to 
my ſeeming) more then a woman, Sithence,that as thoudidft prog- 
noſticate her en{wer,ſo didſi thouin time prouide thee of thy reply, 
What cou!d that Tuſcane Champion (ſo,much famouſed thorow- 
out 81! Ttaly) haue done more > V hoſe renowne (hadit thou then 
beene itving) had beere quite loſt; who three daies before ſhee dy- 
ed,diuincd of the death of her old husband, and her two ſonnes. 
Now doe 1 belecue that, which is ſo commonly fpoken ; that a 
woman 1s neuer to feeke for an anſwer; and though it be the weaker 
Sexe, yet is their wit more quicke and nimble then that of men, 
Celeſt. Say you me ſo, Sir > Well,let it be {o then,I to]d her, your 


' torment was the tooth-ache; and that the word which I craved of 


—_— 
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her, wasa kiude of Prayer, or Charme, which ſhe knew tobe very 
good, and of great power againſt that painc, 

Califte. -O admirable cratt ! O rare woman in thy art<! O cun- 
ning creature ! O ſpeedy remedy! O diſcreet deliuerer of a me(- 
ſage ! What humane vnderſtanding is able to reach vnto ſohigha 
meanes of helpe ? And I verily perſwade my ſclte, that if our age 
might purchaſe thoſe yeeres pait, wherein e&xeas and Didoliud, 
F.cnus would not have taken ſo much paines, for to attract the !louc 
©f Eliſato bis ſonre, cauſing Cupid ro aſſume the forme of Aſcanins, 
:1:e better ro deceiuc her - but would (to make ſhort worke of the 
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buſineſſe) haue made choyce of thee to mediate the matter: and 
therefore doe | hoid my death happily imployed, fince that I have 
put it into ſuch hands, and I (hall cuermore be of this minde, that if 
my deſire obrainenor it's wiſhed ettect, yet know I not what could 
be done more,according to nature, for my good and welfare. What 


——_— 


fellow ! 

Celeflins. Sir, doc not ſtop me inthe courſe of my ſpeach. Giue 
me leaue togoe on, for night drawes on. And you know, Hee that 
docs ill, hareth the ligbr, 

Caliſlo. How 2 Whar's that? No, by no mecanes; For heauens 
ſake, doc not offer it, you ſhai! haue Torches, you {hall hane Pages, 
any ot my ſeruants, make choyce of whom you will to accompa- 
ty yuu home, 

Parme. Oyes,inanycaſe! I pray take care of her ; becauſe ſhe 
is you.1g and handſome, and may chance to bee raviſht by the 
way. Scmpronis, thon ſhalt goe with her, becauſe ſhee is 
afraide ofthe Crickets, which chizpe in the darke, as thee goes 
home to her houſe, 

Califfo, Sonne Parmens, what's that thou ſaid'ſt ? 

Parme. 1 (ad, Sir, it were meete,thatI and Sempronie ſhould ac. 
coinpany her home ; For ir 1s very darke, 

Caliſts, It 15 well ſaid, Parmeno * you ſhall by and by, YToceed,[ 
| pray, 1n your diſcourſe; and tell mee what farther paſt betweege 
| you, What anſwer made ſhe forthe Charme ? 

Celeft. ary, that with all her heart I ſhould have it. 

Caliſis, With all her heart? O 7ove! How gracious and how 
greataglir! 

Celeft. Iay, this is not all; Icraued morethen this. 

Calijie. What,my honeſt old woman ? 

Celeſt. Her Girdle, which continually ſhe wore about her, affir- 
ming thatit was very good for theallaying of your paine ; becauſc 
| of ſome Supereminenr Influence from the Sibilla Cumaye. 

Caliſto. But what ſaid ſhee ? 


| and I will tell you all. 
Caliſfo, Take my whole houſe, andall that isin it, on condition 
you tell me; or elſe beſides what thou wilt, | 


give thatinto thy hand, which ſhe weares abour her. 


ticoate, any thing, all that I haue, 

Celeft, Itis a Mantle that I need; thar alone ſhall content me; In- 
large not therefore your liberality ; Let not any ſuſpe&full doubt 
interpoſe it ſelfe in my demand ; My requeſt is reaſonable, and 


| you know, it is 8 common ſaying; To offer much to him, 
L rhar 


__ — Y Ws 


thinke you now my Maſters > VVhar can yee imagine more > Was |: 
there euer the like woman borne in this world 2 Had ſheeeverher 
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Celej ina, Giue mee Albricias; reward mefor my good newes, | 


Celeftina. Giue but this poore old woman a Mantle, and I will 


Califfe. What doſi thou talke ofa Mantle ? Tur'a Kirtle, a Pet- | 


[ 


| 
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that asketh. but alirtle, 1s a kinde of deniall, 
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' comes home laden with lyes, as hee does with hony , as for mee, 
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| paſſion. My afflicted heart ſhall alſo reioyce therein, which hath 
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' yOU make me ſtartle, 


-- me 


| thar| feare mee, thar will happen vnio mee, which befell e-cibis- 


. him from forth the commen ſtreet, no, nor any to coucr him, ſaue 
' One'y (hee who did ſpread her Mantie over him. Though I, for 
, my part, be it aliue, or dea!, would any way bee glad to ſee 


' ſently cut her our a Mantle and a Kirtle of that fine pure cloth, 


— — - _ — — - — —O—_ — — — — —  — — — — - — —-— - — 


Caliſto. Runne,Parmexo,call hither my Taylcur,and let him pre- 


which hee tooke to cotrening, 
Parms. So, fo , all for the old woman ; becauſe like the Bee, ſhe 


| may £0e worke out my heart, and goc hang my {c!fe when I haue 
done; whileſt thee with a pockes muſt haue every day change 
of rayment, 

Califto, Now the Diuell goc with him, with what an ill will does 
he zoc ? I rhinke there is not any man lung fo ill ſeru'd as I am; 
maintaining men that dcuiſe nothing but miſchiefe, murmurers, 
orudgers of my good,repiners of my proſperity ,and enemtes to my 
happinefſe. Thou V:llaine,whar goeſt thou mumbling to thy ſelfe? 
7 hou enuious wietch,what is that thuu ſayit ? for I vaderſtand thee 
not. Doe as I command you,you were beſt, and that quickely too, 
Get you gone with a murraine, and vexe mee no more, for ] haue 
vricte inough alrcady to bring me to my graue, T herewill as much 
of the picce be lefr (which remnant you may take for your ſeltc) as 
will ſerue to make 2s alcrkin, | 

Parm, I fay nothing, Sir, but that it is too late to haue the Tay. 
lour tor to come to night , 

Cal, And haue nor I told you, that Iwould have you not divine of 
things aforechand, but ro doe as | bid you ? Let it alone then till ro 
morrow 3 and for you (mother) let me intreat you out of your loue 
to me,to haue patience vntiil then; for that is not auferred, which is 
bur deferred. Now l pray let me (ce thatglorious girdle, which was | 
heid ſo worthy to ingirt ſo goodly abody, rhat theſe my eyes, to. 
«ther with the reſt of my ſenſes, may enioy ſo greata happineſle, 
lince that together ,they have all ot them beene a little affected with 


07 had one minute of delight,fince it firſt knew tharLady. All my 
{euſcs haue beene wounded by her, all of them have brought whole 
bzskct-ftulls of trouble ro my heart. Euery one of them hath vexed 
all tormented it all they could; the eyes, in ſeeing her; the 
care: tn hearing her; and the hands in touching her. 

Cele}t. Ha; V har's that ? Haue you touchr ber with your hands? 


Califlo. Dreamang of ber, I ſay in my ſleepe. 
Cel:fima. O ! in your dreames ; that's another matter. 
Calſto, In my dreanies have I ſeenc her (@ oft, night, by night, 


d:s, whodream'd that he ſaw himſelfe inwrapped in bis miſtrefles 
mantle, and was the next day murdred, and found none ro remoue 


wy 
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my ſelfe clothed with any thing that is hers, 


Celeſtina. You haue puniſhment,Sir,inough already; for when 0- | 


rhers take their reſt in their beds, chou prepareſt thy ſelfe to ſuffer 
thy next daies rorment, Be of good courage, Sir. Flucke vp your 
heart: afrer a Tempeſt, followes a Calme ; affoord thy defire fome 


time ; take vnto thee this Girdle : for if death prevent mee nor, I | 


will deliuer the Owner thereof into thy hands. 
Caliſlo. Onew gueſt! Ohappy girdle! which haſt had ſuch po- 


wer and worth in thee,as to hedge in that body ,and be its incloſure, 
which my ſelfeam not worthy to ſerue, O yeeknors of my paſſion, | 
it is you that haue intangled my delires z Tell me, if thou wert pre- | 


e 


ſent at chat vncomtortable anſwer of fairelt ſhe, whomthou ferueſt, ' 
and ] adore, Ard yet the more I torment my felfe for her ſake, | 
movroing and lamenting night and day, the lefle it auailes mee,and | 


the jetic it profts me, 


Celeſt. Itis an old Proverbe; He that labours leaſt, ofren-times | 
gets moſt, ButT will make thee by thy laboucing, toobtaine thar 


which by being neghgent,thou ithouldſi never atchieue, For Camore 
Was Rot Wonne in an houre, yet did not her beſiegers tor all this de. 


ſpaire, No more was Kome built in one day ; nor Troy ruined ina | 


[LIT 
Wn Caliſio, O vaſortunate that Tam ! For Citties are incircled, and 
walled i1nwith ſtones; and ſtones by ſtones are calily ouer-throwne, 
Bur this my deare Lady hath her heart inuiconed with ſteele ; there 
is no mcttle that can preuatle againſt her;no ſhot of that force,as to 
makea breach : and ſhould Ladders bee reared to ſcale the walls, 
hee hath eyes which ler flye darts of repulſion,and a rongue which 
dilchargeth whole volleis of reprcoches,if you once approach, forct- 
ing you to ſtand farther off, and fo inacceflible is her Caſtle, that 
you cannot come neere 1t by balte a league. | 
Celeſt. No more, good Sir,no more; bridle your paſhon, for the 
flour courage,and hardy boldnefle of one man,did get Troy. Doubt 


—_— 
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not then, but one woman may worke vpon another, and at laſt win | 


ner vato thee; thou haſt little frequented my houſe, thou art igno- | 


rant of my courſes, thou know'ſt not what I can doe. 


Caliizo, Say,Mather,what thou wilt,and I will belecuethee,fince | 


thou haſt brought me ſogreata Jewell, as is this, O thou glorie of 


my ſoule,and incirler of (0 incomparableacreature; I behold thee, | 


and yet beleecue ir not. O pirdle,girdle, thou lovely lace! Waſt 
thou mine enemy too ? Tell me thetruthy if thou wert, I forgiue 
thee : For itis proper vnto good men, to forgiue;but I doe not be- 


i 


| 


leeue it, For hadſt thou likewiſe beene my foe, thou wouldſt nor | 


haue come ({o ſoone to my hands, vnleſſe thou hadſt come to dit- | 


blame and excuſe thy doings, I coniure thee, that thou anſwer mee 

trucly, by the vertue of that great power, which thy Lady hath 0- 
uer mee, > 

Celeftina. Ceaſe (good Sir) this vaine and idle humour ; 
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| due reuerence thoſe mem 


| 
ſor my eares are tyred withattention, and the Girdle almoſt worne | 


out with your often handling. Seng 
Caliſts. O wretch that I am! farre better had it beene for mee, 


' bad the heauens made me ſo happy,that thou hadſt beene made and |} 
| wouen of theſe mine owne armes,and not of {ilke, as now thou art, 


| tharthey might have ay reioyced inclaſping and incloſing with 
ers,which thou without ſenſe or feeling, 

| not knowing what it is to inioy ſo great a glory, holdeſt ſtill in 

' ſtrict imbracements. O what ſecrers ſtouldit thou then haue ſeene 

| of that ſo excellent an 1mage ! | 

|  Celeft, Thou ſhalt ſee more,and inioy more,in a more ampleand 

better :nanner, if thou loſe it not by calking as thou doſt, 

Caliſts, Pcace (good mother,) giue mee leaue a little ; for this, 
and I, well vaderſtand one another, O my eyes callto your remem- 
vrence,how that yee were the cauſe of my ill ; and che very doore, 
thorow which my heart was wounded ; and that he 1s ſeene to doe 
the hurt, who doth giue the cauſe of the harme, Call co yourre- 
membrance, I ſay, that yee are debtours to my well-fare. Looke 
here vpon your medicine, which is come home to your owne houſe 
tO Cure you. COIL, ONT 

Sempr. Sir, it isnot your retoycing in this girdle, that can make 
you tO Enioy Melibee. 

Caliſlo, How like a foole thou prateſt, without eyther wit or | 
reaſon ? Thou dilturber of my delight, what mcaneſt thou by 
this ? 

Sempr. Mary, that by talking,and babbling ſo much as you doe, 
you kill both your ſelfe, and thoſe which heare you; and fo by con- 
ſequence, overthrow both thy life and vnderſtanding z either of 
which to want, is ſufficient to leave you darkling, and ſay good 
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oightto che world, Cutoff your diſcourſe therefore, and liſten vn- 
. roCeleſtia, and beare what ſhe will ſay vnto thee, 

Cal:iffo, Mother, are my words troubleſome vnto you ? or is 
; this fellow drunke ? 

Celefl. Howbeit they be not, yer ſhould you not talke thus 
as you doe ; but rather give anend tothele your long corr-plaints, 
Viea girdle like a girdle, that you may know to wake a differcrce 
of your words, when you come to Melibea's pretence ; ler nor your 
congue equa!! the apparell, with the perſon; making no diftin- 
tion betwixr her, and her garments, 

Caliſio. O'my much honoured Matrone, my mother, my com- 
fortreſſe | Ler mee glad my fſelfe a little with this meſſenger ofmy 
2lory. O my tongue ! Why doelt thou hinder thy ſelfe in entertai- 
ning any Other diſcourſe ? leauing off to adore thar preſent Excel 
 lency, which, peraduenture, thou thalt neuey fee in thy power ? 
; Oyecery hands! With whar preſumprioa, with what ſlender reue- 
rerce doe you touch that Treacle, which muſt cure my wound ? 


—— 


| Now that poyſon cannut hurt mce, wherewith that cruell ſhot of 


Cupid | 
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yeeres together ; I dealt with them ; | conuerſed with them ; I ra!- 
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C»pi4 hath it's ſbarpe point deepely indipped, For now am (ate, 
lincethat ſhee who gaue mee my wound, giues mee alſo my medi- | 
cine. O deare Celeftsna! Thou that art the delight of all old Dames, 
the ioy of young wenches, the caſe of the afficted, and comfort of 
ſuch comforcleſle wretches as my ſelfe; do nctpuniſh me more with | 


feare of thee,then I am alrcady puniſhed with thame of my ſclte;ſut. | 
fer me to ler looſe the reines of my contemplation; giue me leaueto | 
goe foorth into the ſircers with this tewell, that they who ſee mee, | 


may know, that there is not any man more happy then my ſelte. 

Sempr. Doe not infiſtulare your wound, by clapping on ut (till 
more and more deſire. Sir,it is not this ſtring,nor this girdle alone, 
wherein your remedy muſt depend. 

Cahſto. 1, know it well, yer haue | nor the poxcrto abſtaine from 
aduring logreata relique? forich a gift ? 

Cclelr. That's agift, which is giuen grafis ; but you know that 
thee did this ;or to eaſe your tooth-ache; and to cluze vp your 
woun.is z and not for any reſpect or loue, which [hee beares to 
you : Bur if I live, ſhee ſhall turne the leafe, ere I leaue 
her. = | 

Ca/ifto. But the Charme you talkr of ? 

Cel:/t;ina. Shce hath not given ir mec yet, 

Cal:fio. And what was the cauſe why ſhee did not ? 

Ce/eft,za, The (Nortneſle of time; andl therefore will'd mee that 
if your Paine did not decreaſe, I ihould returne toher againeto | 
muUITU'V, 

Caliſtg. Decreaſe? Then ſhall my paine decreaſe,when I ſee a de- 
creaſe of her cruelty. - 

Celeſt. Sir, content your ſelfe with that,which hath hitherto bin 
ſaid and done ; ſhee is already bound, I haue ſhew'd you, how (as 
farreforth as ſhee is able) {hee will be ready ro yeeld you any helpe | 
for this infirminie of yours, which I ſhall craue at her hands, And 
tell me, I pray it chis bee not well for the firſt bowe. Well, I will | 
now get me hume ; and in any caſe, haue a care, that if you chance 
to morrow to walke abroad,that you goe muzzled abour thecheeks 
with a cloth, thar ſic ſeeing you ſo bound about the chaps, may not 
accuſe mee of petitioning a talſe-hood. - 

Califlo, Nay, to doe you ſeruice, I will not ſticke to clap on 
toure double clothes : but of all loues rell me, paſt there any thing 
more betweene you ? For dye out of longing, for to heare the 
words which flow trom io tweet a mouth. How didfſi thou dare,not 
knowing her, be ſo bold, to ſhew thy ſelfe ſo familiar, both in thy 
catrance, and thy demand ? 

Celeſt, Not knowing her > They were my neighbours for foure 


ked withthem 3 and laught rogether with them day and night. O ! 
how merry wee haue beene ! Fer mother,why ſhe knowes me ber- 
ter then her owne hands : and CHelibea roo, thou. hnow ſhee bee 

Erowne 


—_ 


——— — 
- > . « Fe 


0 
Y , 
2 
v 


7 Bt > = Tas RET IG, 


*_ 


a NE —_—  — ——  ————— ———  —_— 


— 


T he Spaniſh B A vv D. 


—  — —— - > -  —— g— 


—_— — m_—_— 


orowne (© tall, ſo great, fo courteous, and diſcreere a Lady. 

Parmez36. Sempronto, a word with you 1m youreare. 

Sempronio. Say on : What's the matter | 

Pirmeno. Mary this : Celeſtina's attention giues matter to our 
Maſter to inlarge his diſcourſe ; give her a touch; on thetoe; or 
make ſome ſigne to her thar ſhce may be gone, and not waite thus, 
as ſhee dorh vpon his auſwers, For, there- is no man, bee hee 
never ſo much a feole, that ſpeakes much , when hee is all a- 
lone. 

Caliſio, Didſi thou ſay Melibea was courteous ? I thirke it was 
but in a mocke. Was her likeeucr borne into the world ! Did Gog 
er.cr createa better, or more perfect body ? Can rhe like propor- 
tion be painted by any pen{il! 2 Is ſhe not thar Paragon of beautie, 
trom whence all eyes may copy forth a true patterne of vaimitable 
excellence ? If Hellen were now altue,tor whom fo great a ſlauchter 
was made of Greekes and Trotanes,or faire Polixcna.both of them 
would hauc done their reucrence to this Lady, for whom T lan- 
cniſh. 1f ſhe had been preſent in that contention tor the Apple with 
thethree Goddefſles, the name of contention had neuer been queſti- 
cned : For withour any contradiction, they would all ofthem haue 
yceldcd, and ioyntly haue giuen their conſent, that Helzbea ſhould 
haue borne it from them : ſo that it ſhould rather haue been called 
the Apple of concord, then of diſcord. Befides,as many women as 


' arenow borne, and doe know her, curſe themſelues aud their for- 


— ——— 


tune; complaining of heauen, becauſe it did not rememberthem, 
when it made her,conſuming as well their bodies as their lives with 
enuy, being ready to eat their owne fleſh for very anger, ſill aug- 
menting, martyrdomes to themſelues, thinking to equall that per- 
fection by arte, which Nature had beſtowed vpon her without auy 
labour. They pill, and diſ-haire their eye-browes with nippers, 
with playſters of Pitchor Barme, and other the like inſtruments : 
They ſeckeafter Wall-worr, and the like kearbs, roots, ſprigs,and 
owres to make Lyes, wherewithall to bring their haire ro the co- 
!Our of hers, ſpoyling and martyring their faces,clothing them with 
diucrs colouripgs, glifſenings , paintings, vnRtions, oyntments, 
ſtrung watcrs,white and red pargetings,which ,to aucide prolixity, 
I repeate not. Now iudge then, whether ſhee whom Nature hath 
ſorichly beautified, be-worthy the loue and {ervice of ſo meauc a 
man as my felfe ? 

Celeſt. Sempromio,I vnderſtand your meaning ; but giue him leaue 
torunne on ; for he will fall anon from his Afle, and then his iour- 


' ney will beatanend : you ſhall ſee, he will come by and by to a tull 


poynt, and fo conclude, 

Calrſ/o, Inher, Nature, as ina glaſſe did wholy behold her ſelfe; 
that (i.e might make Þer moſt abſolutely perſc& ; for thoſe graces, 
which ſhe had difluſed vnto divers, ſhe had ioyutly vnired them in 
her, and over.viewed this her worke with {0 cyrious an cye, that 
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nothing might be added to make it fairer, To the end thar they ' 
might know who had the happineſleto ſceher,the worthineſle and | 
excellency of her Painter : only a little faire Fountaine.water with | 
acombe of yuorie,is ſufficient (without any other ſlibber-{labbers) 
to make her ſurpaſle all other of her Sexe, in beauty and courteſie. | 
Theſe arc her weapons ; with theſe ſhe kils and ouer-comes, and | 
with theſe hath ſhe bound mee in ſo hard and ftrong a chaine, that I | 
muſt for euer remaine her priſoner. 

Ccleſtina. Sir, put a period to your words, trouble your ſelte no 
more ; for this chaine which ſhackles thee, is nor fo ſirong,butmy ' 
| file is as ſharpe to cut it in ſunder, which I will doe for thee, thar 
thou may(t be at liberty, And therforc giue me now licence to rake 
my leaueof you ; For it growes very late; and let me haue the gir. 

dicaiong with me, For you know, I mult needs vie it. 
| Califto. O diſconſolate thatl am! my misferunes ſtill purſue me; 
for with tkee, or with this girdle, or with both, I would willingly 
haue beene accompanied all thisdarke and tedious night. tur be- 
cauſe there is no perte& happineſle in this our painetull and vnhap. 
Py life; Jet folitarinefſe wholy poſleſle my ſoule, and cares be my 
continuall companions. VV hat ho ? Vhere be theſe men ? Why 
| Parmeno, I fay! 
Parmens. Heere, Sir, 
Caiſio, Accompany this Matrone home to her houſe; and as 
> much pleaſure and ioy goe with her, as ſorrow and woe doth ſtay 


with me, 
| Cel:f. Sir, fare you well. To morrow I ſhall make my returne, | 
' and vilit youagaine ; net doubting but my gowne and her an(wer 
| ſhall meete heere together; for Row time doth not ſerue, And in | 
| the 5xzerims,let me intreate you to be patient, Settle your thoughts 
vypon ſome other things, and doe not ſo much as once thinke vpon | 
her. 

Caliſio. Not thinke vpon het 2? It is impoſhble. Nay, it were 
prophane to forget ker, for whom my lite onely pleaſeth mee. 
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ACTVS VI). 


THE ARGYVMENT. 


ELESTINA takes with Parmeno, inducing bim to con- 

cord, and amine with Sempronio; Parmeno puts her m 
1mm.d of the promiſe (he made hum, for the baning of Arculſa, whom 
he exceedingly loued, They goe to Areula's bouſe where that night 
Parmeno rex:amed. Celeſtina bies ber bome,to ber owne bouſe 
and knocking at the doore, Elicia oper.s 12 vnto ber, blamung ber / 
for ber tarryme ſo long. 


INTERLOCVTORS. 
{clefiina, Parmeno, Areuſa, Elia. 


WM Elfins. Pormens, my {onne; fince we laſt talkt to- 

4 gether , I have not had any fit opportunitie to 

M <xpreſſe vnto thee the inhnitereſle of that loue 

| which I beare vaio thee, and as all the wor'ld can 
well witneſſe for mee, how well 1 haue ſpoken of 

SW (hccinthy abſence, Euery mans earc hath beene 
filled with the good reports I haue made of thee, The reaſon there. 
of I need not ro repeate ; tor Ieuer held thee ro be my ſonne, at 
leaſt by adoption; end therefore thought thou wouldſi haue it:ew'd 
thy ſeite morenaturali and louing rowards me, But in ſtead there- 
of thou gau'tt me bad payment, cuen to my tace , croſſing, what- 
/ocuer I ſaid; thinking ill of ali chat! ſpake ; whiſpering and mur. 
. mvring againſt me inthe preſence of Califio, I was well perſiwaded, 
| thatafter thou hadſt once yerlded ro my good counſel, ther you 
\ Would rot have turned your heele and kickt againft ineas you did, 
; ror have falneoff from your pruinite, But notwithſtanding all this, + 
| ercetve ſomeold reltque yet {i.1i remaining of my former folly, 

And fo fpcaking rather to fatishe ti12e owne humorythen thar thou 
«ipſt render any reaſon tor it ; 11+ Vol binder thy ſelte of profir, 
- 2tve thy tongue contentment, þcare me (my ſonne) if thou baſt 
- Kcrt | 
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not heard me alrcady. Looke1,fay,ard confider with thy ſelfe,that 
I am old,and well {trucken in yeeres; and good counſell only lod- 
geth with the elder ſorr,it being proper to youth,to follow pleaſute 
and delight, But my hope is, that of this thy errour, thy youth one- | 
ly is in fault - andI truſt that you will beare your ſelfe better to- | 
wards mee heereafter, and thar you will alcer your ill purpoſe,to- 
gether with your tender yceres; Foras it isinthe Proverbe : Our | 
cuſtomes ſuffer change, rogerher with our hayres ; and wee vary 
our diſpoſicion, as we vary our yeeres, I ſpeake this (my ſonne) be- 
cauſe as we grow in age, ſo grow we in experience;new things daily 
offring rheimiclues to our view: for youth lookes no farther then ro 
things preſent, occupying his eie only in that he ſees ſet before him, 
but riper yeeres omit neither things preſent, thingspatt, nor things - 
ro come. And ſonne Parmeno,it you would bur bethink your ſelfe of | 
the loue I haue heeretofore borne you, I know it cannorteſcape your | 
knowledge, that the firſt nights lodging that you trooke,when you 
were a ſtranger,and came newly to this City, was in my houſe, But 
you young men cate not for vsthatare od; but goyerne your ſeſues 
according to the ſauour and relith of your owne palatcs;you neuer | 
think that you haue,or ſhall have need of vs: | pac neuer thinke vpon | 
ſickneſle; you neuer think, that this flowre of your yourh ſhall fade, : 
But doe you heare me, (my friend) and marke what 1 ſay vnto you; 
That in ſuch caſes of neceſſitic, as theſe, an old woman, (bee iſhee 
well experienced) is a good helpe, a comforter, a friend, a mother; | 
nay, more then a mother : A good Ianeto give caſe and reſtroa 
ſound man, ay a good pas prmdrny to cure a ficke man z a good 
Purſe in time of necd ; a good , tokeepe money in ri- 
tie; agood Fire in wa Fi an with ſpits of good i | 
a good Shadein ſummer,and a good Tauerne to eate and drinke in. 
Now my pretty little foole, what ſai'ſt thoutoall this 2 What doſt 
thouthinke of it? I know, thou art by this time aſhamed of tha | 
which thou haſt ſpoken to day ; thou can'it not fay B ro a Barttle- | 
doorc; thou art ftrucke ſo dumbe,and ſo dead: and therefore } will | | 
preſſe thee no further, nor craue any more at thy hands, then that 
which friendſhip crauecs of thee, which is, Looke vpon Sempron ; 
next vnder heauen, my-ſelfe haue made him a man; 1 could with you 
would live and loue together as bzothers and friends : for being in | 
league with him,thou thalr live inthe fauor and loue of thy Maſter, | 
and in good repute with all the world : for Sewpromo, I tell thee, is 
well belou'd, hee is diligent, a good Courtier, a proper feruant, a 
fellow of a good faſhion, and one that is willing to imbrace thy 
fricndſhip, which will turne to both your profits, if you will but 
hand-faſt your affeAions each to other. Beſides, you know, that | 
you muſt loue, if you will be beloued. Trowtes cannot bee taken | 
with drie breeches, And if the Car will haue fiſh; ſhe muſt wet her | 
foote. Nor does Sempronio owe this of right vato thee ; nor is hee : 
bound to loue hee, vnleſle thou exchange laue for loue: it-is meere | 
M fimpli- 
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| ſimplicitie, not to be willing to loue,and yet looke to be beloues! of 

| others. And as great folly,to repay friendſhip with harred. 
 Parms. Mother, I confeſſe my ſecond tau!r; and crauing pardon 
for what is paſt, I offer my ſelfe ro be ordred by you in all my future ; 
proceedin.s, Bur yet me thinkes it is impoſhble,that T ſhould hold | 
triend{hip with Sempronie ; hee is frappiſh, and [ cannot beare ; he | 
is chollericke, and I can carrie nocoles. How then is it poſſtble to 
| make a true contract betwixt tio ſuch contrary natures ? 

| Celeft. Bur you were not wont to be thus froward. 

| Parm, Ingood fay (mother) you ſay truc, But the morel grow 
in yeeres, the leſſe I grory in patience; Tulh, I haue forgotten that 
Icflon,as1f I had never knowne what ir meant; 1 am (I confeſle) the | 
man I was, nor is Sexprorio himſelte z neyther can hee, nor will 
hee ſtead mee 1n any thing. I never yet taſted any the leaſt kind- | 
nefle from him, 

Celeſt. A ure friend is knowne in adoubrfull matter; and in ad- 
verſity is his faith proued. Then comes he neereſt vato him, when 
hee 15 faitheſt from comfort z and with greater defire doth 
hee then viſit his houſe, when as proſperous fortune hath forſaken 
it. Whart ſball I ſay vnto thee, Sonne, of the vertues of a good 
and faſt friend ? There is nothing more to bee beloued; no- 
thing more rare: he refuſeth no burden, You two are equalls, and 
paritie of perſons, fimilitude of manners,and fimpathy of hearts are 
the maine props that vp-hold friendſhip. Take heed (my ſonne;) 
for if thou haſt any thing, it is ſafely kept for thee. Be thou wite to 
gaine more ; for this is gain'd already to yohlr hands. Your father, 
O what paines tooke hee for it ! But I may not pur it into your 
hands, till you lead a more repoſed life, and come to a more com. 
pleate and full age. 

Parm, Mother, whatdoe you call a repoſed life ? | 

Celeft. Mary ſonne, to live of your ſ{elfe. Not togoethorow o. 
ther mens houſes, nor to ſet thy foote vnder another mans table : 
which thou ſhalt till bee inforced to doe, vnlefle thou learne to 
make profit of thy ſeruice; for out of very pitty to ſee thee goe thus 
totred and torne, not hauing a ragge almoſt to hang on thy breeche, 
c1d I beg that mantle which thou ſaw'ſt,of Cal;ffo, not fo much ſor 
the mantles ſake, as forthat there being a Tay.or belonging to the 
houſe, and thou before being withour a Terkin, hee might bettow ir 
vpon thee, So that ſpeake not for mine owne prohr, (as I heard 
' you ſay) bur forthy good. For, if you rely onely vpon the ordina- * 
| ry wages of theſe Gallants, it 15 ſuch, that what you get by ir after | 
| tenne yeeres ſeruice, you may put it in your eye and never ſee the | 
| worſe. Inioy thy youth,good daies, good nights, gcod meate,and | 
' gouddrinke;z when thou mai'ft hauc theſe things, loſe them not ; 
| Let that be loſt that will be loſt, Doe not thou mourne for the 
; wealth which was left thy Maſter (for that will but ſhorten thy 
| dates) fithence wee can inioy itno longer then wee lime. O Sonne 
Parmens, 


| 
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Parmenso, (and well may I call thee ſonne, {incel had the breeding 
of thee ſo long a time) tollow my counſell, ſeeing it proceeds out of 
pure loue, andan carneſt deſire, to ſce thee you vp in honour, 
O ! how happy ſhould I be, might I bur ſee thee and Sempronie a- 
pree; ſee you two friends, and {worne brothers in cuery thing ,that 


yee may come to my poore houſe tobe merrie, and to fee mee | 


now and then, and to rake your pleaſure cach of you with his 


Wench ! 


Parme, His Wench, mother ? 
Celeſt. I, his Wench; and a young one too : As for old flelh,my 
lelfe am old enough, and ſuch a wench as Sempronio would be glad 


of with all as heart, with t'one halte of that regard and affection | 
which I hew tothee. Vhar I ſpeake, comes from my intralls, and ' 


che verie bowels of mee, 
Parmexo, Mother, you ſhall not be deceived in mee, 
Celeſt, And if I ſhould, the matrer is not great; For what doe,[l 


| do tor charitie, and for that 1 ſee thee berealone in a ſtrange Land, 


 —e— ere ro 


and for the reſpe& which I beare vnto thoſe bones of her, who re- | 
commended rhee vato me. VVhen you are more man, you will | 


thinke of all this, and come to a truer knowledge of things, and then 
thou wilt ſay,that old Ce/eſtina gaue me good counſell, 

Parmc, I know that as well now, though am but young, as if I 
were elder : and howbeir I ſpake againſt you today, it was not 
becauſe I chought that to be ill ſpoken which youſaid ; bur be- 
cauſe I ſaw, when I cold my Maſter the cruth, and aduiſed him for 
the beſt, he ill intreated mee, and therefore henceforth let vs ſhake 
hands, and vie him accordingly ; doe what thou wilt vnto him, I 
will bold my pcace ; for I have already roo much offended, in not 
crediting thee inthis buſineſle concerning him. 

Celeft. In this and all other, thou ſhalt nor onely trip, but fall, as 
long as thou ſhalt not take my counſell with thee, which comes 
from thy true and faithfull friend, 
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Parmeno. Now, I blefle the time wherein I ſerucd thee: coun- | 


; ting thoſe dates happy,vnder which thou bredſt mee vp of a childe, 


hince old age brings with it ſuch tore of fruite. 


Celeftina. Sonne, no more, For mine eyes already runne | 


ouer, and my teares beginne to breake ouer thoſe bankes, which 
ſhould bound them in, Q'! had1I in all this world, bur ſuch 
another friend 2 Such another companion } Such a comfor. 
treſſe in my troubles > Such an eaſcr, and lightner of my hearts hee- 
uineſſe? Vho did ſupply my wants > Who knew my ſecrets ? 


To whom did [ diſcouer my heart > Who was all my happineile, 
and quietneſſe,but thy mother ? She was neerer anddearer vnto me, | 


then my gothp,or mine owne ſiſter. O ! how well-fauored was ſhe, 
and chcerefull of countenance ? How luſtie? How quicke ? How 
neate ? How portly and mateſticall in her gate? How ſtoutand 
manly ? Why, thee would goe you at midnight without or paine, 
2 Or 
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or fcare, from Church-yard, to Church-yard, feekins for imple. | 
| ments appertaining to our Trade,as1tit had een Gay, Noredid fe 
; omit either Chriſitans, Moorcs,or Iewes, whole (raves and Sepnl- 
: chres (he did nor vitir, By day the would watch them and by night 
(hee would dig them ovt , taking luch things as ſhould ſerue her 
curic, So that the tooke as great pleature im vharkneſle of the night, 
as chou doſt comfort inthe brightneſle of the day. She would vu 
ally lay; that the night was the ſintull mans cioak,that did hide and : 
cover all his rogueries, that they might not be ſcene, though pcr- : 
h2ps the had not the like dextcricie ani] $ki!l 1nallche reſt of rhoſe 
tracks that appertaincd to her Trade : yer one thing ſhalll tell thee, ' 
| becauſe thou thall tee what a mother thou haſt loft, though I was a- | 
our to keepe it in; but it makes no matter, it ſhall out to thee. | 
She did pul: out ſeuen teeth; our ofa fellowes head that was hang'd, | 
with a paire cf Pincers, ſuch as you pull out ftubbed haires withall, / 
whil'{t 1 did pull off his [6oves, She was exce]lentata Circle, and : 
would enter it tarre better then my ſe'fe, and with greater boldnes, | 
though Lalſo was very tamous for it in thote dayes, more wiſle, 
then 1 am now ; who naue together with her, loſt almoſt my cun. ! 
ning. What thallT ſay more vnro thee , but that che very Diuels | 
themſelues did liue in feare of her ? Shec did hold them in horrour, ; 
and dread, making them to tremble and quake, when ſhee beganne ; 
toexerciſe her exorciſmes, her (pels,her incancations her charmes, 
her coniurations and other words of moſt horriſonous roaring, and : 
moſt hideous noyle. Shee was as well knowne to them all, as the | 
beggerknowes his diih z or as thy ſeife in thine owne houſe. Ore | 
D1iuell comming tumbling in vpon the necke of another, as faſt, as ' 
ir pleaſed her to call them vp, and not one of them durſt rel] her | 
a lye; tuch power had ſhee to binde their: : ſv rhat ever ſince ſhee | 
dy'd, I could never attaine to the truth of any thing. Parmens, may : 
this woman no better thriue, then ſhee plealerh mee with thoſe her | 
| wordy prayles. 

@cleft, Whar fſar'it thou, my honeft parmero? My ſonne, nay, | 
; more then my ſonne. 
 Parm, I ſay, How ſhould it come to paſle,that my mother ſhould | 

have this aduantage of you, being the words which (hee and you | 
; tpake, were both une ? 

Celeſt. How > Make you this fo great a wonder? Know you nor, 
| the Proucrbe tels vs : That there is a great dealc of difference be. 
' tw1xT Peter and Peter ? Truſt mce truely, wee cannotall be alike in 
all. Wee cannot all of vs attaine to thole good pitts and graces of 
ray deceaſed Goſſip. And haue nor you your {elfe ſeene amongſt 
your Artizans ſome good, and ſome orhers betrer then they ? So | 
likewiſe was it betwixt mee and your mother, Shee was the onely | 
woman in-our Arte, the had not her te!low : and forſuch a ore was | 
' ſheofall the world both knowne and fought after, as well of Ca. 

ualleroes.as marryed men, old men, young men, and children, be- 
hdes, | 
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' {ies, Maides and Damſels, who did as earneſtly pray tor her lite,as | 
| tor that of their owne fathers and mothers, Shee had to doe with 


-_ 


all manner of perſons ; ſhee talked with all ſorrs of people. [f wee 
walked the ſtreetes, as many as we met, they were all of them her 


; God-ſonnes. For her chiecfelt profethon for ſome {1xtcene yeeres | 


together, wes to play rhe Mid-wife : ſo that albeit chou knew'ſt 
not theſe ſecrers, becauſe thou waſt then but young,now it 15 fit that 


thou ſhould'ſt know them, ſithence that (he ts dead, and thou | 


growne vp to be a man. | 
Parm, Tell mee,mother : Vhen the Tuftice ſent Officers toap- 


prehend you, at which time I was then in your houſe, was there a- | 


ay greet acquaintance berweene you ? BP 

Celeſt. Any great acquaintance ? You are diſpoſed to reſt. Our 
cafes were both alike; they cooke vs borh alike; they acculed vs 
both aftke ; and they did punith vsboth alike, which (1t [ be not de- 


\ cctued) was the firſt puniſhment that euer we had. But thou waſt a 
- little one rhen.I wonder how thou ſhouidſt rememder 1t; For,ir is a 
; thing of all ocher,the molt forgotten, that bath hapned in this Citte; 


" 
[ 
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{u many,and {odayly in this world are thoſe new occurrents, which 
obliterate the ofd. It you goc but our into the market-place, you 
{tall cuery day lee, Pegwey Pagwe ; the Peccant and his puniſhment, 

Parmens. It is truc, but the worſer part of wickedneſle, is the 
perſeuerance thercin, 

Celeſt. How deadly the foole bites ! Hee hath hit mee home,and 
prickt me to rhe quick; I will therefore be now Tom-rell-rroth, And 
aſſure thy ſe!fe, ſirhence thou haſt galled me, I will wring thee rijl 
I make thee winch and fling;I will tickle thee on the right veyne, 

Parme, hat ſay you mother”? 

Celeſt. Mary I ſay, tonne, that beſides this, your mcther was ta- 


ken toure ſeuerall times, ſhee her feltealone: and once {hee was ac. | 


cuſed tor a Witch ; For ſhee was found one night by the watch, 
with certaire littlc candles in her hand, gathering I know not whar 


; carth ina crofle way ; for which ſhee ſtood halte a day in the 0. 


pen market-place vpon a Scatlold, with a high paper Har, like the 
cothnot a Suger-loatc,painted tull of Diuels, whereon her fault was 
written (Deing brought thither, riding thorow the ſtreetes ypon an 
Alle, 25 the faſhion 151n the puniſhment of Bawds & Witches.) Yet 
ail this was nothing; tor men muſt ſuffer ſomething in this wicked 
world, iO; 0 vp-hold their lives, and their honours. And marke, [ 


pray, what {mall reckoning they made of it, becauſe of her grear | 
witdome and ditcretion. For ſhee would not for all this, giue over | 


her old occupation; and from that day forward followed itmore 
carneſily, then thee did before, and with happier proofe, This I 
thought good to tell you, to crofle that opinion of yours,touching 
perleuerance in that, wherein we haue onee already erred; for all 
that ſhce did, did ſo well become her,and ſuch agrace had ſhe wirh 


her, that vpon my conſcience, howbeit ſhe ſtood thus diſgracetully | 
vpoh 
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| yponthe Scaflold, cuery one might perceme, that ſhee cared nor a 
butron for thoſe that ſtood beneath, ſtaring and gazing vpon her ; 
ſuch was her behaviour and carriage at that iniiant : looke they 
might their fill, but I warrant you,ſhe was not a tarthing in debr,no 
not tothe proudeſt of them all ; wherein, I thought hit to inſtance, 
to ſhew thereby vnto you ; that they, who haue any thing in them 
as ſhee had, and are wiſe, and of worth, fall farre morecafily and 
ſooner intoerrour, then any other. Doe but weigh and conſider 
with your ſelfe, what a manner of man Yirgil/was; how wiſe inall 
kinde of knowledge; and yer Iam ſure you haue heard, how ina 
wicker basket hee was hung out from a Towre, all Rome looking 
vron him ; yer for all this, was hee neither the lefſe honoured, ney- 
ther loſt he the name of Yirevl, 

Parm, That is true which youſay , butit was not inioyned by | 
the Iufitce. 

Celefi. Peace. you foole, thou art ignorant what a ſiviſter and 
courie kinde of Iuſtice was vſed, and rigorouſly executed vpon thy 
mother, to the moſt extremity, which, as all men conteſle, isa 
meere iniury. And the rather, becauſe it was commonly ſpoken of 
all men, that wrongfully, and againſt all right and reaſon, by ſub- 
' orning of falſe witnefles, and cruell rorments, they inforced her to 
| contelth that, which in realitie of truth was not. But becauſe ſhee 
| was a woman ofa great ſpirit,and good courage, and her heart had 
| beene accuſtemed to endure, ſhee made matters lighter then they 

were; And of all this, ſhee reckoned not a Pinne : fora thouſand 
times haue I heard her ſay ; If I broke my legge, it was all for my 
g00d; {or this made mee better knowne then I was before. Ang 
certainely ſo ſhee was, and the morenoted and reſpeed, nay, and 
thrived the better by it, both ſhe and I, and the more plenrifull our 
harueſt and incomes ot cuſtomers of rhe beft, and wee loued and 
lived mcrrily roger! cr to her laſt. And be but thou vnto me, as ſhe 
was; that is to ſay,a true and faithfull friend; and withall, indeauour 
thy {clfe to be good, fincethou haſt ſo good a patrerne tofollow. 
And tor that which thy father left thee, thou haſt ir ſafely kepr 
| for thee. 
Farm. Letvs now leaue talking of the dead, and of patrimonies, 
' and let vs parley of our preſent butineſſes,which concernes vs more 
 thento draw things paſt vnto our remembrance. If you be well re- 
membred, it is not long ſince that you promiſed me, | ſhould haue 
Areuſa, when as I told you at my Maſters houſe, that | was ready to 
; dye for louey ſo fervent is my affeion towards her. 

Celeft, If Idid promiſe thee, Ihaue not forgot it; ver would I 
you ſhould thinke, that I have loſt my memory with my yeeres. For 
[ Faue thrice already, and better, giuen her the checke, concerning 
this buſineſle,in thy abſence; but now I rhinke the matter is growne 
to ſome ripeneſſe, Let vs walke towards her houſe ; for now, doe 

what ſhee can, ſhee ſhall not avoyde the Matc, For this is the 
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leaſt thing of a thouſand, that I will yndertake to doe for thee. = 

Parm, [was quite outof hope euer to haue her for I could ne- | 
| ver come to any concluſion with her, no, not to finde fo much fa- | 
| uour,as but to ſpeake with her,or to have but a word with her, And ' 
| aSiris inthe prouerde : In loue it is an ill figne, to ſee his Miſtreſle | 
| ile, and rurne the face. And this did much dis.hearten mee in 

my ſuite. . 

Pleft I maruaile not much at thy diſcouragement, conlidering 
! I was then a ſtranger vnto thee; at leaſt, not ſo well acquainted with | 
' thee as now TI am: and that thy ſelfe did nor then know, (as now 
; thou doſt) that thou mai'tt command her, who is the Doctrefle of 
t this Arte 3 but now thou ſhalt ſee, what fauour thou ſhalt finde tor 
; my ſake; what power I have ouer theſe wenches; how much I can 
; preua.le with them ; and what wonders | can worke in matters of 
' loue : buthulh, cread ſoftly ; Loe,heeres the deore, let vs enter in 
; with ſtill and quier fteps, that the neighbours may not heare vs. 
' Stay, and attend mee heere at the ſtaires foote, whil'ſt I goe vp and 
; ſee what I ſhall beabie to doe with her, concerning the buſineſle 
' wee talktof; and it may be, wee ſhall worke more with her, then 
| Either thou or 1 dideuer dreame of. 

eArcuſa. Who's there > Vho is that, that at this time ofnight 
; Comes vp into my chamber ? FREE 

Celeſtins, One, I aſſure you, that meanes.you no ill; one thatne- 
uer rreads ſtep, but ſhee thinkes on thy profit ; one that is more 
mindfull of thee, then of her ſelfe ; one that loves thee as her life, 
though I am now growne old, 

Arexſa. Now. the Diuell take this old Trot ! what newes with 
| you, that you come thus ſtealing like a Ghoſt, andat ſo latean 
| houre? tow thinke you (Gentlewoman) is this a faire houreto 
| _ to ones chamber? I was cuen putting oft my clothes to goe 
| to bed, 
| . Celeſtina, What? To bed with the Hen,daughter ? So fooneto | 
' rooſt 2 Fye for ſhame, Is this the way to thriue ? T hinke you cuer 
tobe rich, if you goe tobed ſo timely ? Come, walke a turne or 
' two, and talke with meea little ; let others bewaile cheir wants,nor 
thou. Herbs feed them that gather them. Who but would, if hee 
| could, leade iuch a life ? 

Areuſa. How cold it is ! I will goput on my clothes againe : be. 
ſhrew me it I am not cold at my very heart. 

Celeflins. Nay, by my fay (hall you not; but if you will goe in- 
to your bed, doe; and ſo ſhall wee talke more conucnicnrly roge- 
ther. 

Aresſz, Yes indeed, I haue neede fo codoe; for I haue felt my 
| ſelfe very ill all rhis day 3 fo thar neceſſity, rather then lazineſle, 
| hath made methus carely totake my (heetes, in ſtead of my petti- 
coat, to wrap about me. 

Celeft. Sit not vp, I pray any longer, but get you to bed,and co- 
ver 
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uer your ſelfe well with clothes, and ſinke lower in, ſo ſhall you be 
the ſooner warme. O ! how like a Syrendoeſt thou looke 2 How 
faire, how beautifull > O ! how ſweetely cucry thing ſmells abour 
thee, when thou heaucſt and turneſt thy ſelte inthy bed ? I afſure 
you, cuery thing is in very good order : how well have alwaies 
beene pleaſed with all thy things, and thy doings ? You will not 
th:n.e, how this ncatnefſe, this handſomereſle of yours in your 
| louging doth delight me ; to ſee euery thing ſo trimme and trick- 
fie about you ; I promiſe you, I ameuen provd of it, O! how 
freſh doit thou looke ? What ſheets > Whatquilrs be here > Whar 
»ilowes > O! how white they be ? Let me nor live, it every thing 
acere dothnot like me wonderfull well : My Peatle, my Iewell of 
gold,ſce whether] loue you or no, that I ccmeto viſit you at this 
time of night? Let my eye take its fill in beholding of thee; it does 
me much good to touch rhee,and to looke vpon thee. 
Areuſa. Nay (good mother) leaue,doe not touch me; pray you 
doe nur, it doth but increaſe my Paine. 

Celeft. What paine, (Sweet heart?) Tell me (pretty Ducke.) 
Come, come, you doe but icſt,] am ſure. 

Arenſa, Teit > Let mee never taſtc of toy, if I jeſt with you, it is 
ſcarce toure houres (ince,that every minute I was ready to dye with 
| paine of the Mother, which riſing in my breſt, ſwell'd vp ro my 
| throate, and was ready to ſtifle me ; that I ſtill lookt when I ſhould 
| leaue the world; and therctore am not ſo gameſome and wanton as 
' youthinke I am : now I have little mind of that. 

; Celeſt. Goeto, give mee leaue a little rotouch you ; and Iwill | 
try what I can doe, For know ſomething ofrhts evill, which e. 
' uery one calls the Mother,and the paſſion thereunto belonging. 

Areuſa. Lay your hand higher vp towards my ſtomacke. 

Celeft, Alack(poore heart)how l pitty thee:that one ſo plump, ſo 
faire,{o clcareſo treſh,ſo fragrant,ſo delicate,ſo dainty acreature, 
that art indeede the very abſtraQ of beaury, the moſt admired mo- 
dcll for complexion, feature, comelineſle, and rareſt compoſure z 
cuery Limme, euery Lineament carrying ſuch an extraordina- 

'Iy luſtre and ornament by refle@tion from thee. I ſay, How 
; doc I pitty thee,that any ache,ſickneſſe, or infirmity ſhould dare to 
; ſeaze,or preſume to viurp over ſuch a Peerelefle Potent,a comman- 
| ding Power as thy imperious vnparaleld beauty ! But I dare ſay,it 
; 15not ſo, norſo; Nono, your diſeaſe is felfe.conceited, and the 
pride of your good parts, this puffs you and makes yuu flight and 
contemne all. Goc to, gee to, (daughter) you ure to blame if it be 
ſo, and I tell you,it is a ſhame for you, that it is, not toimpart theſe 
good graces and bleſhngs, which heauen hath beſtowed vpon you, 
to as many as with you well , For they were not giuen you in vaine, 
t!:at you thould ler them wither, and ioſe the flowre of your youth 
vnder fixe linings of Woollen,and Linnen ; have a care,that you be 
not couetous of that, which coſl you but little ; doe not like,a Mi- - 
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ſer hoord vp your beauty ; make.not a hidden treaſure of it, (i- | 
thence in it's owne nature 1t is as communicable, and as commonly 

currant as money from man to man. Be not the Maſtiue in the gar- 

den, nor the Dog in the manger : and ſince thou canſt nct take any | 
pleaſurc in thy ſclfe, let others take their pleaſure; and do not think | 
thou waſt borne for nothing : for when thou waſt borne,man was 
borne : and when man was borne, woman was borne; nothing in 
all chis wide worid was created ſuperfluous, nor which Nature 
did not prouide for with very good conſonancy, and well fuiting 


The Spaniſh Ba vy _- [ | 91 


with reajon. But thinke on the contrary, Thar it is a fault to vexe 
and torment men, when it is in thy power to glue them remedy, 

Areuſa, Tuſh,mother, theſe are but words, ard profit mee no- 
thing ; give me ſomething for my cuill, and lcaue your ieſting. 

Celeſt. Inthis ſocommon a griefe, all of vs, (the more misfor. 
tune ours) areina manner Phyſicians to our {elues ; that which I 
haue ſcene practiſed on others, and that which I found good in my 
ſelfe, I ſhall plainely deliver vnto you : but as che ſtates ofour bo- 
dies arediuers,and the qualities differing ; foare the medicines al. 
ſodiuers, and the operations difterent, Euery ſtrong ſent is good : 
as Penny-royal!,Rue,VVormewood, ſmoake of Partridge feathers, 
of Roſemary, and of the Soles of old ſhoves, and of Muske.roſes,of 
Incenſe, of ſtrong perfumes, receiued kindly, fully, and greedily, 
doth worke much good 3 much flaketh and eaſcth the paine, and 
by little and little returnes the Mother to it's proper place. But 
there is another thing that paſſeth all theſe, and chat I ever found 
to be better then any one, or all of them puttogether ; but what ir 
is, I will not tell you, becauſe you make your, ſelfe ſuch a piece 
of niceneſle, 

Areuſa. As you loue me, (good mother) tell me : ſet thou mee 
thus payned, and conceale(t thou thy felte ? 


Celeſt, Goeto, goe to, you vnderſtand me well enough ; doe not | 


make your ſelte more toole then you are, 

Areuſa., Well, well, well; now truſt mce no more, if I vn- 
derſtood thee - But what is it thou wouldſt haue mee to doe > you 
know that my friend went yeſterday with his Captaine to the wars; 
would you haue me to wrong him ? 

Celeſlina. O | take heed, great wrong, I promiſe you, 

Areufa. Yes indeed, for hee ſupplies all my wants ; hee will ſee 
I ſhall lacke 'nothing ; hee holds mee honeſt ; hee does louc mce, 
and vſes. mee with that reſpe&, es if I were his Lady and Mi- 
ſtreſle. 

Celeſt. Suppoſe all this to be true, beitin the beſt ſort it may be, 
yet what of allthis > This retirednefle is nocure for your diſcaſe; 
you mult be free and communicable, for I mnſt tell you, thereare 
griefes and pangs cannot eaſily be poſted off, and diſpoſleſſed, and 
ſome not to be remoued but by being a mother, (you know my 
meaning;)and ſuch is your diſcaſe,and youcan neuer recover it,bur 
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uer your ſelfe well with clothes, and ſinke lower in, ſo ſhall you be 
the ſooner warme. O ! how like a Syren doeſt thou looke > How 
faire, how beautifull > O ! how ſweetely eucry thing ſmells about 
thee, when thou heauc{t and turneſt thy ſelfe inthy bed ? I affure 
you, cuery thing is in very good order : how well have I alwaies 
becre pleaſed with all thy things, and thy doings ? You will not 
th:nic, how this ncatnefſe, this handſomereſle of yours in your 
louging duth delight me ; to ſee every thing ſo trimme and trick- 
fie about you; I pron * BE WI LT ea, 
freſh doit thou looke ? * 
owes? O! how wh 
acere dothnot like me 
gold,ſce whether] loue 
time of night? Let my 
me much goo to touch 

Arenſa. Nay (good 


doe nur, it doth but 1nc; 
Celeft, What paine, 
Come, come, you doc 
Arenſa, Tett> Let mx 


ſcarce toure houres (inci 
paine of the Mother, v PAGIN [ 
throate, and was ready | 
leaue the world; and th 


you thinke I am ; now 
Celeſt, Goe to, giue 
try what I can doe, EF 


' ucry one calls the Moth 


Areuſa, Lay your ha 
Celeft. Alack(poore. 
faire,{o clcaregſo treſh, 
that art indeede the ver 
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Ty luſtre and orname! 

; doc I pitty thee,that any acne,ucknene, or innrmity 1noVtd dare to 
: ſeaze,or preſume to viurp over ſuch a Peerelefſe Potent,a comman- 
| ding Power as thy imperious vnparaleld beauty ! Bur I dare ſay,it 
; 15not ſo, norſo; Nono, your diſcaſe is felfe.conceited, and the 
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pride of your good parts, this puffs you and makes yu flight and 
contemne all. Goc to, goe to, (daughter) you ure to blame if it be 
ſo, and I tell you, it is a ſhame for you, that it is, not t© impart theſe 
good graces and bleſhngs, which heauen hath beſtowed vpon you, 
to as many as with you well , For they were not giuen you in vaine, 
t:at you thould let them wither, and joſe the flowre of your youth 
vnder fixe linings of Woollen,and Linnen ; have a care,that you be 
not couetrous ofihar, which coſt you butlittle ; doe not like,a Mi- - 
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ſer hoord vp your beauty ; make.not a hidden treaſure of it, (i- | 
thence in it's owne nature 1t is as communicable, and as commonly 
currant as money from man to man. Be not the Maſtiue in the gar- | 
den, nor the Dog in the manger : and ſince thou canſt nct take any 
pleaſure in thy ſelfe, let others rake their pleaſure; and do not think | 
thou waſt borne for nothing : tor when thou waſt borne,man was 
borne : and when man was borne, woman was borne; nothing in 
all this wide worid was created ſuperfluous, nor which Nature 
Hb on === * © © nancy, and well fuiting 
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give them remedy, 
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tell me : (cet thou mee 


well enough ; doe not 


ce no more, if I vn- 
have mee to doe 2 you 
3'Captaine to the wars; 
WUULU Y UU LUC INC LU WTONY, AM ? 
Celeſlina. O | take heed, great wrong, I promiſe you, 
Areufa. Yes indeed, for hee ſupplics all my wants, hee will ſee 
I ſhall lacke 'nothing ; hee holds mee honeſt ; hee does loue mce, 
and vſcs mee with that reſpeR, es it I were his Lady and Mi- 
ſtreſſe. 
Celeſt. Suppoſe all this to be true, beitin the beſt ſort it may be, | 
yet what of allthis > This retirednefſe is no cure for your diſcale, 
you mult be free and communicable, for I muſt tell you, thereare | 
gricfes and pangs cannot eaſily be poſted off, and diſpoſleſied, and | 
ſome not to be remoued _—Y ing a mother, (you know my | 
meaning;)and ſuch is your diſcale,and youcan neuer recover it,but | 
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uer your ſelfe well with clothes, and finke lower in, ſo ſhall yoube 
the ſooner warme. O ! how like a Syren doeſt thou looke > How 
faire, how beautifull z O ! how ſweetely cuery thing ſmells about 
thee, when thou heaucſt and turneſt thy ſelfe inthy bed ? I affure 
you, cuery thing is in very good order : how well have alwaies 
becne pleaſed with all thy things, and thy doings ? You will not 
th:nic, how this ncatneſſe, this handſomeneſle of yours in your 
lodging doth delight me; to ſee every thing ſo trimme and trick- 
fie about you ; I promiſe you, I ameuen provd of it, O! how 
freſh doit thou looke ? What ſheets > Whatquilrs be here > Whar 
»ilowes > O! how white they be ? Let me not live, itevery thing 
acere dothnot like me wonderfull well : My Peatle, my Iewell of 
gold,ſce whether] loue you or no, that I ccmeto viſit you at this 
time of night? Let my eye takeirs fill in beholding of thee, it does 
me much good to touch rhee,and to looke vpon thee. 

Areuſa. Nay (good mother) leaue,doe not touch me; pray you 
doe nur, it doth but increaſe my Paine. 

Celeft. What paine, (Sweet heart?) Tell me (pretty Ducke.) 
Come, come, you doc but icſt,] am ſure. 

Arenſa, Teſt Let mee never taſtc of toy, if I ieft with you; it is 
ſcarce toure houres (ince,that every minute I was ready ro dye with 
| paine of the Mother, which riſing in my breſt, ſwell'd vp ro my 
| throate, and was ready to ſtifle me ; that I ſtill Iookt when I ſhould 
| leaue the world; and therefore am not ſo gameſome and wanton as 
' youthinke I am : now have little mind of that. 

Celeſt, Goe to, give mee leaue a little rotouch you ; and I will | 
try what I can doe. For 1 know ſomething of rhes cuiil, which e. 

* ucry one calls the Mother,and the paſſon thereunto belonging. 

Areuſa. Lay your hand higher vp towards my ſtomacke, 

Celeft, Alack(poore heart)how I pitty thee:that one ſo plump, ſo 
faire,1o cleare,ſo treſh,ſo tragrant,ſo delicate,ſo dainty acreature, 
that art indeede the very abſtraQ of beaury, the moſt admired mo- 
dcll for complex1on, feature, comelineſſe, and rareſt compoſure ; 
cuery Limme, euery Lineament carrying ſuch an extraordina- 
ry luſtre and ornament by refletion from thee. I ſay, How 

; doc I pitty thee,that any ache,ſickneſſe, or infirmity ſhowld dare to 
: ſeaze,or preſume to viurp over ſuch a Peerelefle Potent,a comman- 
| ding Power as thy imperious vnparaleld beauty ! Bur I dare ſay,it 
; 15not ſo, norſo; No no, your diſcaſe is felfe.conceited, and the 
pride of your good parts, this puffs you and makes yuu ſlight and 
| contemne all. Goc to, gee to, (daughter) you are to blame if it be 
ſo, and I tell you,it is a ſhame for you,that it is, not to impart theſe 
good graces and blefhngs, which heauen hath beſtowed vpon you, 
to as many as with you well , For they were not giuen you in vaine, 
t!:at you ſhould let them wither, and ioſe the flowre of your youth 
vnder ſixe linings of Voollen,and Linnen ; have a care,that you be 
not couetous ofthar, which coſi you but little ; doe not like, a Mi- - 
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ſer hoord vp your beauty ; make.not a hidden treaſure of it, {i- 
thence in it's owne nature 1t is as communicable, and as commonly 
currant as money from man to man. Benot the Maſtiue in the gar- 
den, nor the Dog in the manger : and ſince thou canſt not take any 


pleaſure in thy ſelfe, let others rake their pleaſure; and do not think | 


thou waſt borne for nothing : tor when thou waſt borne,man was 
borne : and when man was borne, woman was borne; nothing in 
all this wide worid was created ſuperfluous, nor which Nature 
did not prouide for with very good conſonancy, and well fuiting 
with reaſon. But thinke on the contrary, Thar it 1s a fault to yexe 
and torment men, when it is in thy power to glue them remedy, 

Areuſa, Tuſh,mother, theſe are but words, and profit mee no- 
thing ; giue me ſomething for my euill, and leaue your ieſting. 

Celeſt. Inthis ſocommon a griete, all of vs, (the more misfor. 
tune ours) areina manner Phyſicians to our ſelues ; that which I 
have ſeene practiſed on others, and that which I found good in my 
ſelfe, I ſhall plainely deliver vnto you : bur as che ſtates ofour bo- 
dies arediuers,and the qualities differing ; foare the medicines al. 
ſodiuers, and the operations difterent, Euery ſtrong ſent is good : 
as Penny-royal!, Rue Vormewood, ſmoake of Partridge feathers, 
of Roſemary, and of the Soles of old ſhooes,and of Muske-roſes,of 
Incenſe, of firong perfumes, receiued kindly, fully, and greedily, 
doth worke much good z much flaketh and caſeth the paine, and 
by little and little returnes the Mother to it's proper place, But 
there is another thing that paſſeth all cheſe, agd chat I ever found 
to be better then any one, or allof them put together ; but what ir 
is, I will not tell you, becauſe you make your ſelfe ſuch a piece 
of niceneſle, 

Areuſa. As you loue me, (good mother) tell me : ſee it thou mee 
thus payned, and concealeſt thou thy felte ? 

Celeſt, Goe to, goe to, you vaderſtand me well enough ; doe not 
make your ſelte more foole then you are. 

Areuſa. Well, well, well; now truſt mce no more, if I vn- 
derſtood thee - But what is it thou wouldſt have mee to doe > you 
know that my friend went yeſterday with his Captaine to the wars; 
would you haue me to wrong him ? 

Celeſlina. O | take heed, great wrong, I promiſe you, 

Areufa, Yes indeed, for hee ſupplics all my wants, hee will ſee 
I ſhall lacke 'nothing ; hee holds mee honeſt ; hee does loue mee, 
and vſcs mee with that reſpeR, as if I were his Lady and Mi- 
ſtreſle. 

Celeſt. Suppoſe all this to be true, beitin the beſt ſort it may be, 
yet what of allthis > This retirednefle is nocure for your diſcaſc; 
you mult be free and communicable, for I mnſt tell you, thereare 
griefes and pangs cannot eaſily be poſted off, and diſpoſleſſed, and 
ſome not to be remoued but by being a mother, (you know my 
meaning;)and ſuch is your diſeaſs,and youcan neuer recouer _ 
N y 
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| 
by living ſole and fimple (as you now doe) without company. 


Arexſa. It Is but my 11! hap, and a curſe laid vpon mee Y my pa- 
rents, elſe had I not beene put to proue all this miſery and paine, 
which now I feele. Butto letthis paſſe, becauſe it 1s lare, tell mee 
I pray, what windedrouc you hither 2 ; : 

Celeſt. You know already what I have ſaid vnto yon concerning 
Parmeno ; who complaines himſelfe vnto me, that you refuſe to ſee 
him ; that you will not vouchſafe him ſo muchas « looke : what 
ſhould be the reaſon, I know not, vnleſſe becauſe you know, that 
[ wiſhhimwell, and make account of aim, as of my ſonne, I haue 


z berter care of your matters, and regard your friends in a kinder | 


tathion, Not a neighbour that dwels neere you, bur ſhe is welcome 
vnto me, and my heart reioyceth as often as I ſce them, and all be- 
cauſe rhey conuerſewith thee, and _ thee company. 

Arenſa, It is true (Aunt) that you ſay ; andI acknowledge my 
behoidingnelie, 

Celeſt, | know not whether you doe or no : Doſt thou heare me 
(girle ?)I n uſt beleeve workes; for words are winde, and ate fold 
cuery where for nothing ; but Joue 1s never pay'd, but with pure 
loue : and works with works, Thou know'ſt the alliance between 


| thee and Elicia, whom Sempronio keepes in my houſe. Parmens 


' and hee are fellowes and companions, they both ſerue the Gentle- 
| man you wot of; and by whom you may gaine great good, and 


2race vnto your ſelfe. Doe not therefore deny him that, the gran- 


' ting whereof will coſt thee fo little ; you ate kinſe-women, and 
- they companions: ſce,how part all things fall ! farre better then we 


our ſelues could haue wiſhed , and torell you truly,] have brought 
him along with mee : how ſay you ? Shall 1 call him vp? 

Areuſa, Now, heavens forbid, Fye; What did you meane? 
Ay me, I feare mee, hee hath heard cuery word. 

Celeſt. No : for hee ſtayes beneath ; I will call to him to come 
Vp; for my ſake ſhew him good countenance; take notice of him; 
ſpeake kindly vnto him, cntertaine him friendly; and if you thinke 
fit, let him inioy you, and you him ; and both one another ; for 
thou; h hegayne much, I am ſure, you ſhall lofe nothing by the 


' bargaine, 


Areuſa. Mother, I amnor ignorant, that as well theſe, as all o. 
ther y our former ſpeeches vnto me, have ever beene directed to my 
good and benefit : but how is ir poſſible, that I ſhould doe this,that 
you would now hauc mee ? For you know to whom ] am bound ro 
gue au account,as already you have heard ; and it hee krow I j-lay 
talſe,he will kill me. My neighbovurs,*hey are eruious and malici- 
ous, and they will firaight-way acquaint him therewith, And ſay, 
that no great il! {1 ould betall me,faue only the loſ.ng of his louc ; it 
will be more then I ſhall gait e, by giwng contentment to him, {or 
whom youu intreate, or rather command mee, 

Celeft. For this tcare of yours, wy jeltc have already prouidec: 
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for wee entred in very foftly, 94; | 
Arenſa. Nay, I doe not ſpeake for this night, buttor many other 
| that are to come. Tuſh, were itbut for onenight,l would nor care. 
Celeſliina, What? Is this your faſhion? Is this the manner | 
ot yuur carriage? And you vie theſe niceties, you ſhall never 
{ have @ houle with a double roome, bur live likea begger all the | 
daics of your life. What? are youafraide of our Sweet-heartnow | 
he is abſenc > What would you chendoe, were henow in Towne ? 
Ir hath. euer beene my ill forrune, to giue counſell vnto fooles, ' 
ſuch as-cannot ſee their owne good z fay what I will, they will | 
erre ; {till ftand in their owne light, But I doe not much won- | 
{| deratit; For though the world be wide, yetthereare but few wile 
in it, Great is the Jargeneſle of theearth, but ſmall the number of 
choſe that haue experience, Ha, daughter ! Did youbur ſce your 
couſins wiſedome, or but know what benefit my breeding, and 
counſell hath brought her, how cunning, how witty, and whata 
Mifſtreſſe in her arte ; you would be of another minde; ſay, what 1 
will vnto her, ſhee patiently indures my reprehenſions, ſhee hear- 
| kens to my aduice, and does all what I will have her doe , ſhee | 
| will ſometimes boaſt, that ſhee hath at one time had one in bed 
with her ; another wayting at the doorez and a third ſighing for 
her within the houſe; _— hath given good fatisfaion to them 
all, And art thou afraide, who haſt but two to deale with- 
all; Can one cock fill all thy Ciſternes> One couduir-pipe water all 
thy Court ! If this be your diet, you may chance toriſe a hungred, 
you ſhall hauc no meate left againſt another time, I will not rent | 
your fragments ; I cannot live vpon ſcraps; One could neuer pleaſe 
| mee; could neuer place all my affe&tion vpon one 4 twocan doe 
| more then one; they giue more, andthey haue more togiue, It 


goes hard (Daughter) with that Mouſe, that hath bur one holero [ 
truſt to; for if thatbe ſtopt, ſhee hath no meanes to hide her (clfc | 
| from the Cat: he thathath butone eye, you ſee in what danger he | 
'- goes? One ſole At makethnot a Habir, [r is a.rare, and ſtrange 
| thing to ſeea Partridge flye {ingle z to feed alwaies vpononediſh, | 
brings a loathing to the ſtomacke z one Swallow makesnota Sum- | 
Mer; One witnefle alone is of no validitie in Law, Hee that hath 
bur one ſuire of clothes, and ſhee-thar hath but, one gowne to her |} 
backe, quickly weares them out. What would you doe (daughter) 
| with this number of one? Many more inconuentences can I tell thee | 
of this ſingle ſoale number(if one may be a number.)If you be wiſe, 
| beneuer without two, for it is a laudable and commendable com- 
pany,as you may ſee it in your ſelfe ; who hath two eares,two feet, 
and two hands ; two ſheets vpon one bed. ; and twoſmockes where. 
with to ſhift you z and the more you have, the better it is for you 3 
for ſtill, (as it is in the Prouerbe) The more Moores, the better | 
j market; and honour withour profir, is no other bur asa Ring vp- | 
on the finger. And becauſe one Sacke cannot hold chem doth, 
Fas: N 2 apply | | 
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Arex(a, It is bur my 1ll hap, and a curle laid vpon nite 
rents, elſe had I nor beene put to proue all this miſery and paine, 
which now I feele. But to let this paſſe. becauſe it 1s late, tell mee 
I prav, whar windedroue you huther 2 b- | 

Celeſt, You know already what I have ſaid vnto you concerning 
P:rmeno ; whocomplaines himſelte vato me, that you refujeto ſee 
im ; that you will not vouchſate him {o much as a looke 3 whar 
(ould bethe reaſon, I know not, vnleſle becauſe you know, that 
[ with him well, and make account of tim, as of my ſonne, I haue 
; berter care of vour matters, and regard your {riends in a kinder 
tatiion, Not a neighbour that dwels necre you, bur the is welcome 
vr10 me, and my heart reioyceth as otten as I tee them, and all be- 
caute they conuerſewith thee, and keepe thee company, 

1renſs. [t is true (Aunt) that you ſay ; andI acknowledge my 


| pl 0: d1nenelie, 


[1 
1 
: 
I 


Ce/zf, 1 know not whether you doe or no : Doſt thou heare me 
ir!c 2}I 1 uſt beleeve workes; tor words are winde, and ate fold 


louc : and works with works, Thou know | the alliance berween 


' thee and Elicia, whom Sempronie keepes in my houſe. Parmens 


and hee are fellowes and companions, they both ſerue the Gentle- 
man you wor of; and by whom you may gaine great good, and 
2race vnto your ſelfe, Doe nct therefore deny him that, the gran- 
cting whereot will coſt thee {© little ; you ate kipſe-women, and 
rhey companions : ſee, how part all things fall ! farre better then we 
our (clues could have withed , and to tell you truly,] have bruught 
him along with mee : how ſay you ?! Shall call tum vp? 

Arexſa, Now, heauens forbid, Fye; Whar did you meane ? 
Ay me, I feare mee, hee hath heard cuery word. 

Celeſt. No : for hee ſtayes benearh ; I will call! to him to come 
vp; tor my fake ſhew him good countenance z take notice of him; 
{peake kindly vnrto him; cntertaine him friendly; and if you thinke 
hr, let him inioy you, and you him ; and both one another ; for 
thou. h hegayne much, I am ſure, you thall loſe nothing by the 
Bargaine, 

Areyſa. Mother, I amnor ignorant, that as well theſe, as all o. 
cher 1 our former ſpeeches vnto me, have euer bcene directed to m 


' good and benefit : but how is it poſſible, that I ſhould doe this, that 


__ 


' you would now hauc mee ? For yuu know to whom 1] am bound to 


£1uc an account,as 2!ready you have heard ; and it hee krow I j-lay 
talſe,he will kill re. My neighbours chey are cruious and malicy- 
ous, and they will firaight-way acquaint him therewith, Aud ſay, 
that no great ill {1 oulu be tall megfave only the lof.ng of kis lour ; it 
will be more thcn I ſhall gan e, by piwns contentment to lim, lor 

whom you intreate, or rather Command mee, 
Cleft, For this tcare of yours, my jeltc have already prouidec 
ful 
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| for weeentred in very foftly, | 
Arenſz, Nay, I doe not ſpeake for this night, but tor many other 
that arc to come. Tuſh, were it but for one night, I would not care. 
Celeſliina, What? Is this your faſhion? Is this the manner | 
ot yuur carriage? And you vſe theſe niceties, you ſhall never 
haue a houle with a double roome, but live like a begger all the | 
daics of your life, Whar? are youafraide of our Sweet-heart now | 
he is abſenc > What would you chen doe, were he now in Towne ? 
It hath ever beene my ill fortune, to giue counſel! vnto fooles, | 
ſuch as cannot ſee their owne good ; fay what I will, they will | 
erre; {till fttand in their owne light. But I doe not much won- | 
deratit; For th-ugh the world be wide, yetthereare but few wile 
in it, Great 1s che Jargeneſle of the earth, but ſmall the number of 
thoſe that haue experience, Ha, daughter ! Iid you bur ſee your 
couſins wiſedome, or but know what benefit my breeding, and 
counſell hath brought her, how cunning, how witty, and whata 
Miſtreſle in her ar:e 3 you would be of another minde; ſay, what 1 | 
will vnto her, ſhee patiently indures my reprehenſions, ſhee hear- | 
kens to my aduice, and docs all what I will haue her doe, ſhee 
| will ſometimes boaſt, that ſhee hath at one time had one in bed 
| wit! her ; another wayting at the doorez and a third fighing for 
| her within che houſe; and yet hath giuen good ſatisfation to them 
| all, And art thou atraide, who haſt but two to deale with - | 
all; Can oue cock fill all thy Ciſternes? One conduit-pipe water all 
| thy Court ! If this be your diet, you may chance toriſe a hungred, 
| you ſhall hauc no meate ef againſt another time I will not rent 
your fragments ; I cannot liue vpon ſcraps; One could neuer pleaſe 
| mee ; I could never place all my afte&tion vpon one 3 two can doe 
| more then one; they giue more, andthey haue more togiue, It | 
| goes hard (Daughter) with that Mouſe, that hath but one holeto | 
: truſt to; for if thatbe ſtopt, ſhee hath no meanes to hide her ſcltc | 
| from the Cat: he thathath butoneeye, you ſee in what danger he | 
' £0es? One ſole At makethnot a Habir, Ir 1s a rare, and ſtrange | 
| thing to ſeea Partridge flye {inzle ; to feed alwaies vponone diſh, 
| brings a loathing to the comacke z one Swallow makes nota Sum- 
! MCT; one witnefle alone is of no validitie in Law, Hee that hath 
| but one ſuire of clothes, and ſhee that hath but one gowne to her 
; dacke, quickly weares them out. What would you doe (daughter) 
with thisnumber of one? Many more inconueniences can I tell thee 
| of this ſingle ſoale number(if one may be a number,)If you be wiſe, 
! beneuer without two, for it is a laudable and commendable com- 
; pany,as you may ſee it in your ſelfe ; who hath two eares,two feer, 
| and two hands ; two ſheets vpon one bed ; and twoſmockes where- 
| with to ſhiſc you ; and the more you have, the better it is for you z 
| for ſtill, (as it is in the Prouerbe) The more Moores, the better | 
; market ; and honour without profit, is no other but asa King vP- | 
on the finger. And becauſe one Sacke cannot hold them both, | 
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apply your ſelfe ro your profit, Sonne Parwers, come vp. 

Areuſa. O let him nor come vp it you love mee: the pockes be 
my death,if1 am not ready to {wound, to thinke on'r; I know nor 
what to doe for very ſhame, Nay fie, mother, what meane you to 
call him vp ? you know that I haue no acquaintance with him I 
neuer exchang'd a word with him, in all my life ; Fye, how Iam 
aihamed ! 

Celeſt, T am bere with thee (wench; ) I, who will ſtand betwixt 
him and thee ; I will quit thee of this ſhame, and will couer thee 
cloſe, and ſpeake for you both : For hee is as baſhfull as you for 
ycur life, 

Parme. Gentlewoman, heaucns preſerue this gracious preſence 
of yours. 

Areuſa. You are welcome ,gentle Sir. 

Celeſi. Come hither you Afle, whither goe you now, to fit mo- 
ping &@wne in a corner ! Come, come, be not ſo ſhametaſt, for it 
was the baſhfull man whom the Diuell brought co Court ; for hee 
was ſure, he ſhould get nothing there; hearken both of you, what 
I ſhall now ſay vnto you : You, my friend Parmeno, know already 
what I promilſt you : and you (daughter) what | intreated at.your 
hands. Laying aſide therefore the diffcultie, indrawing thee to 
grant that which I defied, few words I conceive to be beſt, be- 
cauſe the rime will not permit mee to be long. He for his part hath 


: hitherto liu'd in great paine and griefe for your ſake: and therefore 


you ſecing kis torment, I know you will not kill him : and I like- 
wiſe know, that your felfe liketh ſo well of hi, that it ſhall not be 


| amiſſe, that he ſtay with you heere rhis night in the houſe. 


Areuſa . For my mayden-heads ſake (mother) let it not be ſo, 
prav docnot command it me, 


Farmc, Mcther as you loue my life,as you loue goodnefſle,let me | 


not goc hence,vntiil we be well agreed : tor ſhee hatch wounded me 
with her eyes, todearh, and I muſt dye through loue, vnleſte you 
clpe me ; offer her all that which my tathes left with you for me ; 
&)] her, I will give her all that I hive, Beſides, doe you heare ? 
Tcll her, thar me thinks, ſhe will not vouchſafe to looke vpon me, 

Areuſa, What doth this Gentleman whiſper in your care ? 
Thinks he that I will nor pertorime ought of your reque{t, 

Celeſt. No,daughter.no ſuch matter;he faics that he is very glad 
of your £004 love and friendſhip, becauſe you are fo honeſt,and {o 
worthy;and that any beneft {hall light well,that ſhall fali vpon you, 
Come lucher (Modeſty) Come hither you bathfull foole. 

Arctja. He willnot be ſo vactull, as toenter into another bo- 
dies ground withour leaue, eſpeciilly, when it lies in ſeverall. 

Ce/ſt, So vnciui!] f Doe you {land vpon kaue ? Would you 
tauc him fland with cap in hand, and fav, I pray ſhallI > Will yon 


| vive me leaue forſooth ?And I know not what fiddle-come-faddles? 
; \\cl!, I will ſtay no longer with you : and I will paſſe my word, 


chat 
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that you ſhall rife ro morrow painelefſc, _ 

Arenſa. Nay fye, good Sir, for modeſties ſake, I beſcech you ler 
me alone - content your felte, [ pray, I pray ler be, It nor for my 
ſake, yet looke backe vpon thoſe gray haires of that reuerend old 
Dame, which itands by you, and forbeare for her ſake. Get you 
gone, | ſay, for I am none of thoſe you rake mee to be, Iam none 


ot your common hackneyes, that hire out their bodies for money. | 
W ould I might neuer firre, if I doe not get mee our ot the houſe,it | 


you doe but touch {ou much as acloth abour me. 


Celeſt. Why, how now Areuſa, what's the matter with you? | 


Whence comes this ſtrangenefle ? Whence this coyneſſe of yours ? | 


This nicenelle > Why (Daughter) doe you thinke that I know nor 


> — 


whar this mcanes 2 Did I never ſee a man and woman together de- | 


fore? Andthar 1 know not all their rricks and devices 2 VV hat they 
ſay, and what they doe ? I am ſorry to heare that doe. Beſides, 
I muſt tell you, 1 was once as wanton as you are now, and thought 
my penny as good filver as yours ? and many a friend [ had that 
came vnto mee: yet did I neuer inall my life exclude either old 
man, or old woman out of my company,or that cuerl refuſed their 
counſel!, were ir publike or priuate,, By my little honeſty, I had 
rather thou hadſt giuen mee a boxe on the eare, then to heare what 
I heare, You make of me, as it I had becn borne but yeſterday, O ! 
how cunnins forſooth, how cloſe you be? for to make your ſelfe 
ſceme honeſt, yuu would make mee a foole, I muſt bea kinde of 
Ignoramus, without ſhame, ſecrecie, and experience, Yee would 
ditcredit mee in my Trade, for to winne your felfe credit in your 
owne. Bucthe beſt is, betwixt Pirate and Pirate, there is nothing 
to be got bur blowes and empty barrels, And well I wor, that [ 
ſpeakc tarre better of thee, behinde thy backe,then thou canſi thinke 
of thy (clfe before me, 

Arcuſa. Mother, it I haue oftended,pardon me, for I had rather 


give contentment to you, then to my lelte. I woul1 not anger you | 


tor a world. 


—————_ Co —_— JA —__—— OS 2 


Celeſtina- NO, Iam not angry, I doe bur tell you this again a- ; 


nother time, that you may beware you doe ſono more. And fo 
__ night, ior I wili be gone, I will get mee away alone by my 
{citc. 

Areuſa. Good night, Aunt. 

Parm. Mcther, will youthatT waite vpon you ? Shall I accom- 
pany you home ! 

Celeft. No mary ſhall you not; that were but to ſtrip'one, and 
cloath anorher; or againe, itneeds not, for 1 am old, and therefore 
—= nor-to be forced in the ſtreets, I am paſt all danger of raui- 

ny, 


Elicza, The dogge barkes, The old Witch comes hobbling | 


home. 
Celcſt, Tha, tha, tha. 


| 


*-” | 
Elicta. \ 
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| '  Elicia. Who is there ? who knockes atdoore ? 
'  Celeſt. Davghter, Come downe,and open the doore. 

Elicia, Is thisa time to come in ? You arc diſpoſed ſtill ro beour 
' thus a nights. To what end (I trow) walke you thus late > What a 
| long time(mother) have you beene away ? What doe you meane | 
| by it? Youcan neuer finde the way home, when you are once a- 
| broad : bur it is your old wont, you cannot leaue it ; and ſoas you 
may pleaſurc one,you care not and you leauea hundred diſconten- 
| red:you haue been ſought afrer to day,by the father of her that was 
| betrothed, which you brought from the Prebendary vpon Eaſter 

day, whom he is purpoſed to marry within theſe three dayes, and 

you muſt needs helpe her, according as you promiſed, that her huf- 
band may not finde her virginity crackt. 
| Celeſt, Daughter, I remember no ſuch matter. For whom is it 
that you ſpeake ? 

Elicia. Remember no ſuch matter ? Sure, you haue forgot your 
ſelfe. O! what a weake memory haue you? Why, your ſelfe 
told mee of it, when you trooke her hence; and that you had renewed 
| her maidenhead ſeuen rimes at the leaſt, 

Celeft. Daughter, make ir nor ſo ſtrange, that I ſhould forger, 
| For hee that ſcatrereth his memory into many patts, can keepe it 
ſtedfaſt in no part, Burrell me, W1ll he not returne againe ? 

Elicia. See whether hee will returne or no? He hath given you 
a bracelet of Gold, as a pledge for your paines : and will hee not 
| rhen returne againe ? 
| Celeſt. O | wait hee that brought the bracelet: Now I know 
j whome you meane, Why did you not prepare things in a | 
rcadinefle , and beganne to doe ſomething againſt I came home ? 
| | For in ſuch things you thould praQtiſe your ſelfe when I am abſent, 
and trye whether you can doe that by your ſelfe,which you ſo often 
haue teene mee doe ; otherwiſe, you are like to live all your life- 
' time like a beaſt, withour either arte, or in-come : and then when 
' YOU grow to my yeeres, you will too late lament your preſent lazi- 
nefle; for an idle, and lazy youth brings with it a repentfull, and 
2painfull old age,” I rookea better courſe I wiſſe,when your Grand- 
mother ſhew'd mee her cunning: for, in the compaſſe of one yeere, 
[| zxrew more skilfull then her ſelfe. 

 #licia, No maruell; for many times, (as it 1s inthe Prouerbe) a 
| good Scholler goes beyond hisMaſter ; and it is all inthe will and 
| delireof him that is to learne; for no Science can be well imploy- 
ed on him, who hath not a good minde and atte&ion thereunto, 
Burt I had as liefe dye, as goe about it, I am ficke (mee thinkes) 
whenlT ſermy ſelte toit ; and you arc never well, butwhen you 
are at it, | 

Celeft. You may ſay what you like, Bur belecue me, you will dyc 
a bege<rfor this. What ? doe vo thinke to-liue alwaies vnder my 
wing ? Thinke you neucr to goe from my elbow ? 
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Flicia» Pray let vs leaue off this melancholy talke ; now is now; 
| and then is then. When time ſerues, we will follow your counſell ; | 
| but now let vs take our pleaſure, while we may. As long as we haue | 
| meat for to day,let vs not thinke on to morrow: Let to morrow care 
| forir ſelte ; as well dies he that gathers much, as hee that liues bur ' 
| poorely ; the Maſter, as the ſeruant ; he that is ofa Noble Linage, 
as hethat is of a meaner ſtocke: and thou with thy arte, as well as I 
without itzwe are not to live for euer:and therefore let vs laugh and 
be merry, for tew are they that come to ſee old age ; and they who 
doe fee jr, ſeldome dye of hunger. I deſire nothing in this world, 
bur mcare,drinke,and clothing.anda pert in pleaſure. And though 
; rich men haue better meanes roatraine to this glory, then hethat 
' hath bur little; yet there is not one of them that 15 contenred,not | 
one that ſaics t@ himtelfe,l haue cnough. There is not one of them, 
with whom I wouiJexchange my pleaſures tor their riches. Bur ler 
v5 leaue other mens thoughts and cares to themſelues; and let vs go 
ſleepe,for it 15 time; and a good found fleepe withour feare, will fa l 
me more, and doe me more good,then all the Treaſure and wealth 
of Y enice. 


PA Ns rag roo 
ACTVS VIIJ. 


THE ARGYVMENT. 


T# day apprares ; Parmeno departs,avd takes hrs leane of A- | 

reuſa, ava goes ts his after Califto. He finder Sempro- 
nio at the doore; they enter mto amitie ; goe toyntly to Caliito's 
chamber ; they finde hum taking with bumſelfe ; bemg ryen, bee 
goes to Church, 


INTERLOCVTORS. 
Parmeno, Areuſa, Caliſto, Sempronis. 


EI 1c. It isday. O whata ſpight is this? Whence 
< ©) is it, that it is ſo light in the chamber > 
1 Fg ll Areuſa. VWhat doe you talke of day ? Sleepe, Sir, 
5d ES A and take your reft; for it is but even now,fince we lay | 
ket down. | haue ſcarce (hut min: eyes yet, 8 would you | 
haue it ro beday ? I pray you open the window by you,the window | 
there by your beds head, and you (hall then ſee whether it be (ſo or | 
| No? | Proms, 
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Elicia. Who is there ? who knockes atdoore ! 
Celeſt. Daughter, Come downe,and open the doore. 

Elicza, Is thisa time to come in ? You are diſpoſed ſtill ro beour 
' thus a nights. To what end (I trow) walke you thus late > What 
long time (mother) haue you beene away ? What doe you meane | 
byit? Youcan never finde the way home, when you are once a- 
broad : but it is your old wont, you cannot leaue it 3 and ſoas you 
may pleaſure one,you care not and you leaue a hundred diſconten- 
red:you haue been ſought after to day,by the father of her that was 
berrothed, which you brought from the Prebendary vpon Eaſter 
| day, whom he is purpoſed to marry within theſe three dayes, and 
you muſt needs helpe her, according as you promiſed, that her huſ- 
band may not finde her virginity crackt. 

Celeſt, Daughter, I remember no ſuch matter. For whom is it 
that you ſpeake ? 

Elicia. Remember no ſuch matter ? Sure, you haue forgot your 
ſelfe. O! what a weake memory have you? Why, your ſelfe 
told mee of it, when you raoke her hence; and that you had renewed | 
her maidenhead ſeven rimes at the leaſt. 

Celeft. Daughter, make it nor ſo ſtrange, that I ſhould forger, 
For hee that ſcatrereth his memory into many patts, can keepe it 
ſtedfaſt in no part, Burrell me, Wall he not returne againe ? 

Elicia. See whether hee will returne or no He hath given you 
a bracelet of Gold, as a pledge for your paines - and will hee not 
rhen-returne againe ? | 

Celeſt. O | wait hee that brought the bracelet? Now I know 

{ whome you meane, Why did you not prepare things in a | 
readinefle , and beganne to doe ſomething againſt I came home ? 
For in ſuch things you thould praRiſe your ſelfe when I am abſenc, 
and trye whether you can doe that by your ſelfe,which you ſo often 
| haue teene meedoe ; otherwiſe, you are like to live all your life- 
| time like a beaſt, without either arte, or in-come : and then when 
| you grow to my yeeres, you will too late lament your preſent lazi- 
' nefle; foranidle, and lazy youth brings with it a repentfull, and | 
| apainfullo!dage. I rookea better courſe I wiſle, when your Grand- 
| mother ſhew'd mee her cunning: for, in the compaſle of one yeere, 
' I grew more skilfull chen her ſelfe. 
' Elicia, No maruell; for many times, (as it is inthe Prouerbe) a 
; good Scholler goes beyond hisMaſter ; and it 1s all in the will and 
deſire of him that is to learne; for no Science can be well imploy- 
ed on him, who harh not a good minde and affeion thereunto, 
- Burl had as liefe dye, as goe about it, I am ficke (mee thinkes) 
whenlT ſermy ſelfe toit, and you arc never well, butwhen you 
areat it, | 

Celeft. You may ſay what you like, Bur belccue me,you will dyc 
a begger for this. What? doc yo thinke to liue alwates vnder my 
wing ? Thinke you neuct to goe from my elbow ? 
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Flicia» Pray let vs leaue off this melancholy talke ; now is now; 
and then is then. When time ſerues, we will follow your counſel! ; 
but now let vs take our pleaſure, while we may. As long as we haue 
meat for to day,let vs not thinke on to morrow: Let to morrow care 
for ir ſelfe ; as well dies he that gathers much, as hee that lives bur 
poorely ; the Maſter, as the ſeruant ; he that is of a Noble Linage, | 
as hethat is of a meaner ſtocke: and thou with thy arte, as well as I 
without it;zwe are not to liue for euer:and therefore let vs laugh and 
be merry, for few arc they that come to ſee old age ; and they who 
doe fee jr, ſeldome dye of hunger. I defire nothing in this world, 
bur mcare,drinke,and clothing anda part in pleaſure. And though | 
rich men haue better meanes roatraine to this glory, then he that | 
hath bur little; yet there is not one of them that'1s contented,not | 
one that ſaies t@ himſelfe,l haue cnough. There is notone of them, 
with whom I wouidexchange my pleaſures tor their riches. Bur ler | 
v5 leaue other mens thoughts and cares to themſelues; and let vs go 
ſleepe,for it is time; and a good ſound {leepe withour feare, will tat 
me more, and doe me more good;then all the Treaſure and wealth | 


of Y entice. 


ACTVS VII). 


THE ARGYMENT. 
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| 


He day apprares ; Parmeno departs,avd takes his leane of A- 

rcuſa, ava goes ts his Mafter Califto. He finder Sempro- | 
n1 O at the doore; they enter mto amitic 5 Yoe toynt ly to Caliito's | 
chamber ; they finde him talking with bumſelfe ; bemg riſen, bee | 
goes to Church, 


INTERLOCVTORS. 


Parmeno, Areuſa, Caliſto, Sempron. 


rr 41». It isday. O what a ſpight is this ? VWhence | 
IS; G1 15 1t, that it is ſolight in the chamber > | 
1 Fee 


KP) Areuſa. What doe you talke of day ? Sleepe,Sir, | 
v1 4 wt 9 and take your reft; for it is but even now ſince we lay | 
Get down. 1 haue ſcarce ſhut min: eyes yet, & would you | 
haue it to beday ! I pray you open the window by you,the window 
there by your beds head, and you (hall then ſee whether ir be fo or 
no? | Pr-mm, 
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Parm. Gentlewoman, I am in the right; it is day: I fee its | 


day : lam not deceiued, No, no; I knew it was broad day, when 
I ſaw the light come thorow the chinks of the doore. O what a Vil- 


| laineam I? Into how great a fault am I falne with my Maſter 2 I 
| am worthy of much puniſhment, O how farre daics is it ? 


Areeſa, Farre daics ? 
Parme. I, farredaies; very farre daies. 
Areuſa, Never truſt mee; Alas,lamnor caſed of my Mother yet. 


It paines me ſtill z I know not what ſhould be the reaſon of it. 


_F 


Parmeno. Deare loue, what wouldſt thou haue mee to doe ? 

Aresſa. That wee talkea little on the matcer concerning my in- 
di{polirion. | 

Parme. What ſhould we talke (Loue) any more 2 it that which 
hath been ſaid already be not ſufhcicnt,excuſe that in me, which is 
more neceſlary ; for it is now almoſt high noone : and it I ſtay any 
longer, I (hall not be welcome to my Maſter. To morrow is a new 
day,and then I will come to fee you againe; and as often afrerwards 
as you pleaſe : and therefore was one day made after another, be- 
cauſe rhat which could not be performed in one day, might bee 
done in another : as alſo, becauſe wee ſhould fee one another the 
oftener, Inthe meane while, let me intreate you to doe mce the fa- 
uour, that you will come and dine with vs to day at Celeſtina's 
houſe. 

Areuſa, With all my hearty and I thanke you too, Farewell 
good lucke be with you, I pray pull the doore after you. 

Par, And fare you well too. O ſingular pleaſure! O ſingular ioy! 
What man liues there this day, that can ſay he is more fortunate 
then Iam? Canany man be more happy ? any more ſucceſſefull 
then my ſelfe, that I ſhould enioy ſo excellent a gift > ſo curious 
acreature? and po ſooner aske then haue ? Felecue me, if my heart 
could brooke this old womans treaſons, I could creepe vpon my 
knees to doe hera kindnefle. How ſhall i bee able toreguite her ? 
O heauens! To whom ſhall I impart this my ioy 2 To whom ſhall 
I difcouer fo great a ſecret > To whom ſhall I diſcouer ſome part 
of my glorie? Iris true that the old woman told mee; That of no 
proſperitie, thepoſſeſhon can be good without company ; and that 
pleaſure not communicared, isno pleaſure. O! who can haue ſo 
true a feeling of this my happineſle, as my ſelte ? Bur lo, yonder is 
Sempronio, ſtanding at our doore z hee hath bcene ſtirring betimes ; 
I ſhall have a pitrious life with my Maſter, it he be gone abroad ; 
but hope hee is nor ; it hee be, hee hath letr his old wont, But de. 
ing he is not now himſelfe, no marucll if he breake cuſtome. 

Sempr. Brother Parmeno, it I knew that countrey, where a man 
might get wages by {leeping,it ſhould goe hard,bur I would make 
a ſhift to get thither. For, would not then come ſhort of any man 
I would ſcorne to be put downe , but would gaine as much as ano- 
ther man, be hee who hee will be that bares a head, Bur what is | 
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art no better : For my ſelfe haue heard thee giue vaine and fooliſh 
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the macter,that thou, like a carelefle and retchles fellow, loytring, 
I know not where, haſt been ſo negligent, and flow in thyreturne ? 
I cannot deuiſe,what ſhould be the cauſe of this thy ſolong tay ,vn- 
leſſe it were to giue old Celeſtiua a warrning tonight ; orto rub 
her feete, as you were wont ro doe, when you were a Little- 
one, 

Parme. O Sempronio, my good friend , I pray thee doe nor inter- 
rupt, or rather corrupt my pleaſure ; Doe not intermix thy anger 
with my patience z doc not inuolue thy diſcontentment with my 
quiet; Doe not ſoyle with ſuch troubled water,the cleare liquor of 
thoſe gladſome thoughts, which I harbour in my heart, Doe nor 
ſowre with thy malicious taunts and hatefully reprehenfions, the 
ſ{wcerneſſe of my delight, Receiue me cheerefull, imbrace me with 
ioy, and I ſhall tell thee wonders of my late happy procee- 
dings. 

Sempr, Come, out with it, out with it, Is icany thing touching 
Melibea? Say, Lad, haſt thou feene her ? 

Parr, VV hat talk ft thou to me of Melibea? It is touching another, 
that I wiſh better vato then Xelibes, And ſuch a one (it I be not de- 
ceived) as may compare with her both in handſomnes, and beauty, 
Melibea ? Why, ſhe is not worthy to carry her ſhooes after her : as | 
though forſooth, the world and all that thereinis, beit beauty, or 
otherwiſe, were onely incloſed in Melibea ? 

Sempr, What meanes this fellow > Is hee mad ? I would fayne 
laugh, but I cannot. Now I fee, wee arcall in loue : the world 1+ 
atagchd. Califts loues Melibes; I, Elie/4: and thou out of meere 
enuy, haſt found out ſome one, with whom thou mighr'{t loſe thac 
little wit thou baſt. | 

Parm, Is it folly (ſay you) to loue > Then am I a foole. But if | 
fooliſhneſſe werg a paine, ſome in every houſe would complaine. | 


Sempr. Iappeale to thy ſelfe, by thine owne iudgement thou 


counſell to Califts, and to crofſeCeleffina in cucery word ſhee ſpake, 
to the kinderance of both our profits. O Sir, you weteglad of this; 
it was meate alone to you. Vho, you ? No, not for a world, 
would you beare a part with vs. But ſince I haue caught you in my 
clutches, I will hamper you yfaith. Now, that thou art in thoſe 
_— that may hurt thee, they ſhall doe ir; afſure thy ſelfer hey 
ſhail, 

Parm, It is not,5 empronio, true courage,nor manly valour,to hurt 
or hinder any man, but todoe good, to heale, and helpe him ; and 
farre greater is it tobe willing ſo rodoe. I have euermore made 
reckoning of thee, as of mine owne brother, Lernot that be veri. 
fied of thee, which is commonly ſpoken among it vs ; that a ſlight 
cauſe ſhould part true friends ; I tell you, youdoenot vic me well | 
Nay, youdeale very ill with mee, I know not whence this rancuur 


ſhould ariſe, Doe not vexe me (Scpronio;) Torment me not with | 
O the's 
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| theſe thy wounding words. And ſhall I rell you ? It isa very ſtrange 


0 


and ſtrong kinde of patience, which ſharpe taunts and ſcotfs , which 
like ſo many needles and boakins {et to the heart, cannot pierce and 
pricke thorow. ; 8 

Sempr. I ſay nothing, but that now you baue your weuch, you 
will allow one pilchard more to the poore boy in the Stable. 

Parme, You cannot hold, your heart would burſt, it you ſhould 
nct vent your choler, Well, I wiil give way,and {ould you vie me 
werle, 1 will pocket vp all your wrongs : and che rather, becauſe 
itis an old ſaying, No humane paſſion 15 perpetuall, 

Sc-1p, Bur you can vie Caiflo worle ; aduiling him to that, which 
thou thy ſelfe {eek'(i re ſhunne : never letting him alone, bur ſtil] 
vrging him to leaue loving of Ac/4ea : wherein, thou att iult like 
vrtoa ſigne in an Lnne, which gives (:elter to others, and none to it 
ſelfe. O Parmeno, now mai'lt thou ſee, how ealica thing it is to 
finde fault with another mans life, and how hard to amend his 
owne. I {ay no more, your felfe ſhall be your own Judge: and from 
this day forward, we ſhall ſee how you beraue your ſelte, fithence 
you haue now your porrenger, as well as other folkes, It thou hadſt 
beene my friend (as thou proteſleft) when I food in need of thee, 
thou thould'it then haue fauoured mee, and made ſhew of thy love, 
and aflifted Celeſtina in all that had beene ſor my profir, and not to 


| driue in at euery word a nayle of malice, Know moreouer, that as 


wire in the Lees, when it is drawne to the very dregges, driueth 
Crunkards from the Taverne:the like effect hath necethty,or aduer- 
{ity witha fained friend : and faiſe metcie, that is gilded bur {light- 
ly over, quickly diſcouers it {elte to be but counterfeit. 

Parmeno, I have often-times heard it {poken, and now by cxpe- 
rience ] {ec itis true; that in this wretched life of ours, there is no 
picaſure without ſorrow ; no cuntentment without ſome croſſe, or 
counterbufte of fortune. VVe fcc our fairctt daies,our cleareſt Sunne. 
{Þ:nes are over-caſt with clouds, darkeneſic and raine : our folaces 
and delights are ſwallowed vp by dolours and by death : laughter, 
mirth, and merriment are waited on by teares, lamentations, 
and other the like mortal! paſhons. Ina word ; Sweet meate will 
baue fowre ſauce : and much eaſe and much quietneſle, much paine 
and much heauinefſe, Who could come more friendly, or more 


 merrily toa man, then I did now to thee ? And who could receiue 
' amore vrkins: welicome,or vntriendly falutation? Who lives there, 
; that fees ";mſeke, as T baue ſeenc my ſelte, raiſed with (ſuch glor 

| tGrhe he:g11r of my Ceare Areula's loue? And who,that ſees himſelte 


more 144 iy to all from thence, then I, being fo ill intreated, as 1 
2M <\ te? 75, thou wilt not gizemee leave to tell thee, how | 
much [ ++. t':: how much I will turther thee ir allI amable how 


much Irc:< ! -cof that which is paſt, and what good counſell and 


reprehenfons T have received of Celeſlina, and all in fauour of thee, 
and thy gwud, and the good of vs all, And now, that we haue our 


Maſters 
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Maſters and Melibea's game in our owne hands; now 1s the time that 
wce mult thriue or neuer, | 

; Sempronio. I like your words well, but ſhould like them better, 
were your workes like vato them - which as I ſee the performance, 
ſo ſhall Igiue them credence; but tell me, I pray thee, what's that, 
me thought, I heard you talke euen now of Areuſa? Doe you know 
Arenſa, « is Couſin to Elicta ! 

Parme, Why, what were all the ioy I now inioy, did I nor in- 
toy her ? 

Sempronio, What does the foole meane ? He cannot ſpeake for 
laughing. What docſi thou call this thy inioying her > Did ſhee 
ſhew her ſelfe vnto thee out at a window ? Or what i; the mat- 
cer ? 

Parm, No great matter, Onely I haue letther in doubt, whe. 
ther ſhee be with childe or no- 

Sewpr. Thou haſt ſtrucke mee into a maze; continuall trauell 
may doe much ; often dropping makes ſtones hollow, 

Parme. How? continuall trauell? Why, I never thought of 
having her till yeſterday ; then did I worke her 3 and now thee is 
mine Owne. 

Sempr, The old woman had a finger in this buſineſle, had ſhee 
not ? 

Parmeno. Why ſhould you thinke ſo ? 


Sempr. Becauſe ſhee told mee how much ſhee Joued you, how | 


well ſhe wiſht you,and that ſhe woul1 worke her for you; you were 
a happy man, Sir, you had no more to doe, but ro core and take 
vp. Andtherefore they ſay, It is better with him whom fortune 


| helpeth, then with him that riſcth carely. But was ſhee the godta- 


ther to this bufineſle ? 

Farm. No, but ſhee was the godmother, which is the truer of 
the two. And you know,when a mancomes once toa good tree,he 
will tay a while by it, and take the benefit of the ſhade. 1 was long 
a comming,bur when [ came,l went quickly to worke : I difpatcht 
itinan inſtant, O brother, what ſhall I ſay vnto thee of the gra- 
ces that are dwelling in that wench, of her language, and beauty of 
body > But I will deterfe the repetition thereof to a fitter oppor. 
runirte, 

Sempr. Shee canbe noother but couſin to Elicza ; thou canſt not 
ſay (0 much of her, but that this other hath as much, and ſomewhat 
more, But what did ſhee coſt thee ? Haſt thou giuen her any 
thing ? 

x 6 No, not any thing, but whatſoeuer I had giuen her, it had 
beene well beſtowed : for ſhee is capable of cuery good thing; and 
ſuch as ſhee, are by ſo much the better eſteemed, by how much the 
dearer they are bought : and like lewels, are the higher prized, the 
more they colt vs. But,ſaue in chis my Miſtreſſe,ſo rich a thing was 
neuer purchaſt at ſo low a rate. I haue inuited her to day to dinner 
O 2 to 
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to Celeſtina's houſe ; and if you like of it, let vs all meet there, 

Semp. Who, brother ? 

Parme. Thou and ſhe, and theold woman and E/icia ; and there 
wee will laugh and be merry. 

Sempr. O good heauens, how glad a man laſt thou made mee ! 
Thou art franke, and of a free and liberall diſpoſition, I will never 
{2ile thee ? now I hold thee to be a man ; now my minde gives me, 
that Fate hath ſume good in ſtore for thee:gll the hatred and malice 
which I bare thee for thy former ſpecches,is now turned into loue; 
Il now doubtnot, but that the league which thon haſt made with vs, 

hall be ſuch as it ought tobe. Now I long to imbrace thee; Come, 
{ct vs now liuc like brothers; and let the diuell go hang himſclfe. All 
thoſc contentious words notwithſtanding, whatſoeuer haue paſled 
berween vs,let there be now no falling our,and ſo haue peace all the 
yecre long; for, thefalling out of friends, is euermore the renewin 
of loue; let ys feaſtand be merry, for our Maſter will faſt for vs all. 

Parme. What does that man in deſperation doe ? 

Sempr, Hee lyes where you left him laſt night, ftretching him- 
ſelte all along vpon his pallate, by his bed-{ide z bur the Diuell a 


| Crone 


winke that hee fleepes z and che Divell a whit that hee wakes, but 
| lies ike a man 1na rrance, betweene them bath, reſting, and yet 
| tak :ng no reſt, It Igoe in vnto him, hee falls a rowting, and a 
| ſnorting ; 1f I goe from him, hee either ſings or raves : nor can [ 
for my life comprehend (fo ſtrange is his carriage heerein) whe- 
ener che man bee in paine or eaſe ; whether hee take gricte or plea- 
ſure init. 
Parme, Whata ftrange humour is this? But cell me (Sempronis) 
Did hee never call for mee? Did hee not remember mee when 
I was gone? | 
Sempr, Hee remembred not himſelfe ; Why ſhould hee they re- 
member you ? | 
Parr, Even in this alſo fortune hath beene favourable vnto me. 
And ſince all things goe ſo well, whileſt Ithinke on it, I will ſend 
thither our meate,that they may the ſooner make ready our din- 
ner, 
 Sempro. What haſt thou thought vporl to ſend thither, that 
| thoſe pretty fooles may hold thee a compleat Courtier, well bred 
and bounrifull ? 
| Par, In aplentifull houſe a ſupper is ſoone provided:that,which 
| I haue heere at home in the Larder, is ſufficient to faue our credit, 
Wee haue good white bread, wine of Mgnwiedro, a good gammon 
of Bacon, and ſome halte doozen couple of dainty (.tuckens, which 
my Maſters Tenants brought him in the other day,when they came 
to pay their rent ; which it hee chance to aske tor, | will make him 
belecuc, that he hath caten them himſelfe : and thoſe Turtledoues, 
which hee will'd mee to keepe againſt roday ; I will tell him, that 
they were alittle to blame, and none of the ſweeteſt; and thatthey 
RE, d id | 
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did ſo ſtinke, that I was faine ro throw them away ; and you ſhall 
iuſtifie ir, and beare me witneſſe, We will take order, thatall that 
bee ſhall cate thereof, {hall doe him no harme , and that our owne 
Table (as good reaſon it is it ſhould) be wellfurnith ed ; and there 
with the old woman, as oft as we meet, wee will talke more largely 
con-erning this his loue,to his lofle, and our profit. 

Semp, Calſt thou it loue? Thou mai'lt call it ſorrow with a venge. | 
ance, And by my fay, I \weare vnrothee, that I verily rhinke, that | 
he will hardly now eſcape eyther death or magneſle : but fince it is, | 
as it is, diſpatch your buſinefle, that we may goe vp, and ſee what | 


hee does. 


In perill great 1 line, 

And fir ait of force muſt dye - 
Snce what dtſire doth grne, 
That, hope doth mee deny. 

Parme, Barke, harke, Sempronio | Our Maſter is a riming : Hee 
15 curn'd Por, I perceive, 

Sempr. O whore.ſonne Sot ! What Poct, Ipray? Thegreat An- 
tipatcr Sons, or the great Poet Onid, who never ſpake but in 
Verſe! 1, it is he; the very ſame : we ſhall hauethe Diucll turne 
Poet too ſhortly, he does but talke idlely in his fleepe 3 and thou 
think'lt the poore man is turn'd Poer. 

This painethis martyrdome, 

0 heart, well deft thou prone, 

Since thauſs ſoone waſt wonne 

To Melibea's lone, 

Farm. Loe, didI not tell thee hee was turn'd true Rimer ? | 

Caliſio. Who is that, that talkes in the Hall >-YVhy ho? 

Parmeno. Anon, Sir. | 

Califfo, How farrenight is it ? Is it time to gee to bed ? 

Parme. It is rather, Sir,toolate to riſe, 

Cal;ſ/os, What ſai'ſt thou foole ? Is the night paſt and gone then? 

Parmezo. 1, Sir, and a good part of the day too, 

Calijto, Tell mee (Sempronio) does not this idle-headed Knaue 
lye, in making mee belceue it is day ? 

Sempr, Pur cMelibea (Sir) a little out of your minde, and vou 
will chen ſee,that it is broad day:for through that great brightneſſe | 


and fplendour, which you contemplate in her cicare ſhining eyes, 
likea Partridgedazcled with a buttit,you cannot ſee, being blinded | 
with ſo ſodainea flaſh, | 
Caliſto. Now I belecue it, and 'tis farre day too. Giue mee wy | 
ciothes z I muſt goe to my wonted retirement ro theMirtle-groue, | 

and there begge of Cpid, that hee will dire& Celeſtins, and put my 

remedy into Aſsibea's heart, or elſe that hee will ſhorten my ſor- 
rowfull dayes. 

Sempr, Sir, doe not vexe your ſelfe ſo much: youcannotdoe all 
that you would in an houre : nor is it diſcretion for a man to defire | 
that 


( -alifto. 


Califfo. 
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that carneſtly, that may vnfortunate!y fall vpon him. If you will 
have that concluded ina day, which is well, if itbe effced ina 
zeere, your life cannot be long, 

Cal1ſto, T conceive your meaning z you would inferre that Iam 
like Squire Gallegs's boy, who went a yeere without breeches, and 
wicn his Maſter commanded a paireto be cut out tor him, he would 
haue them made in a quarter ot an houre, 

\ empronio, Reauen forbid (Sir ) I ſhould fay ſo : for you 


| are my Maſter,and I know beſides,that as you will recompence me 


_— 


tor my £00d counſell, ſo you will puniſh mee, it I ſpeake amiſle 
though 1: be acommon ſaying, thar the commendation of a'mans 
- 06 ſeruice,or good ſpeech, 15 not equall to the reprehenſion and 
->uniſhment ot chat which is eyrher 11] done or ſpoken, 

Caliſio, I wonder (Sempronio) where thou got 1t ſo much philoſo- 

bc ? 

: Sewpr, Sir, all that is not white,which differs from blacke z nor 
is all that gold which gliſters. Your accelerate, and haſty defires, 
not being meaſured by reaſon, wake my counſels to {ceme better 
then they be. Would you, that they ſhould yeſterday, atthe firſt 
word, haue brought Melibea mantiacied, and tyed to her girdle, as 
you would have {ent into the market forany other marchandize ? 
W herein there is no more ro doe, then to goe into the marker,and 
rake the paines to buy it, Sir, bee of good cheere; giue ſome caſe 
and reſt to your heart; for no great happineſle can happen in an in- 
(tant. It is not one ſtroke that can fell au Oake ; prepare your ſelfe 
for (ufterance,for wiſdome isa laudable blefling ; and he that is pre- 
pared,may withſtand a ſtrong incounter, 

Caliſto, Thou haſt ſpoken well, if the quality of my cuill would 
conſent to rake ir fo, 

3empr, To what end ſerves vnderftanding, if the will ſhall rob 
tcaſon ot her right ! 

Cal:{/o, O thou foole, thou foole ! The ſound man ſayes to the 
licke, Heauen ſend thee thy health.I will no more couniell,no more 
kcarken rothy reaſons : tor, they doe but reuiue, and kindle thoſe 
flames afreſh, which burne and conſume mee. I wiil goe and inuo- 
Catc Cpid ; and will not come home, till you call me, and crauca 
reward of mee for the good newes. youu ſhall bring mee, vpon the 
happy comming of Celeſlina : nor will I catc any thing, ill Phebus 
h1s horſes thall teed, and graze their fill in thoſe greene meddowes 
where they vſe to aire, when x}.ey come to their iourneys end, 

Semp. Good Sir,leaue off theſe circumlocurions ; leane off theſe 
pocticall fictions; for that ſpecch is not come!ly, which is not 
common vnto all: which all men partake not ot, as well as your 
ſelfe : or which few doe but vnderitan4., Say, till the Sunne ſet, 
and euery one will know what you meanc. Come, cate in' the 
meane while, ſome Conſerues, or the 1:zc conte&ion, that you may 
keepe ſome life in you, till I returne, 

Caliſts. 
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Califtls, Sempronio, my faithtull ſeruant, my good counſellour, 
my loyall follower ; Be itas thou wilt have it : for I aſſure my ſelte 
(out of the vnſpotredneſle of thy pure feruice) that my lite is as 
deare voto thee as thine owne. 

Ser. Doſt thou belecue ir,Parmeno? I wot well that thou wilt nor 
ſweare it. Remember, if you goe for the Conſerues,that you nimme | 
a barrell for thoſe you wort of 3 you know who I meane. And toa | 
good ynderſtanding cucry thing will light in his lap : or (asche 
| phraſe is) fall into his Cod-piſle, 

Caliſlo. What ſay'(t thou, Sempronio ? 
Sempr. I ipeake, Sir, to Parmeno, that hee (hould runne quickly 
| and {etch you alice of Conferucs, of Citron, or of Limons, 

Parm, Loe (Sir) heere it is, 

Caliſto, Giue it me hither, 

Sempr. Sec, how faſt it goes downe ! I thinke the Diuell makes | 
him make ſuch quicke worke. Looke, it hee does nor ſwallow | 
it who'e, that hee may the ſooner haue done 2 | 

Califto. My ſpirits are returned vnto me againe; I promiſe you it | 
hathdone me much good. My Sonnes both, farewell, Goe looke | 
| after theold woman, and waite for good newes, that I may reward | 
| you for your labour. 

Parme, SO, now hee is gone, The divell and ill fortune follow 
thee; for in the very ſame houre haſt thou caten this Citron, as | 
Apnlcins did that poyſon which turned him into an Aſle, = 
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Y= MPRONIO 4rd Parmeno goe talking each with other to 
Celeſtina's beuſe; bemg come thitber, they finde there Elicia | 
and Arcuſa. They ſit downe to dinner; being at dinner,Elicia and 
Sempronio fallout ; berng riſen from Table, they grow friends 
araine, In the meane while comes Lucrecia, ſeruavr toMelibea, | 
to call Celeſtina to come and /peake with Melibea, | 
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Sempronio, Parmeno, («leſtina, Elicia, Areuſa Lucrecia, 


= Empronio. Parmeno, I pray thee bring downe our 
| Cioakes, and our Repicrs; tor I thinke it be time 
Fl for vs to goe to dinner. 

Parme. Come,let vs £cepreſcntly ; for I thinke 
4 they will finde fault with vs,tor ſiaying fo long. Ler 
EZ vs not goethorow this, but that other ſireete, that 
wee nay goe 1n by the Yeffals,lo ſhall we ſee, whether Celeſlina hauc 

ended her deuotions, and take her along with vs. 

Se:zpr, What > Doe you thinke to inde herat her Theme now? 
Is this a fit houre? This a time for her to be at her Orizons? 

Parme, That canneuer be faid out of time, which ought tobe 
done at all times, 

Sempr. It is true,butI ſee, you know not Celeſtiza; when ſhe ha's 
any thing todo,ſhe never thinks vpon heauen,the diuell a whit that 
ſhe caresthen for devotion; when ſhe hath any thing in the houle to 

gnaw vpon, farewell all holineſſe, farewell all prayers : and indeed, 
her going to any of theſeCeremonies, is but to ſpy and pry only vp- 
on aduantaxes for ſuch perſons as ſhe may prevaricate and make fur 
ber profit. And though ſhee bred thee vp, Tam berter acquainted 
with her qualities, then you are. That which {hee doth ruminare : 
how many crack't maiden-heads ſhee hath then in cure ; how many 
Lovers in this City; how many young wenches are recommended 
vnto her ; what Stewards afford her prouiſion ; which is the more 
bountitull:and how ſhe may call every man by iis name; that when 
ſhee chanceth ro meet them, ſhee may nor ſalute them as ſtrangers, 
When you ſee her lips goe,then is ſhe inventing of lies,and deuiſing 


| Ceights, and tricks for to get money ; then doth ſhe thus diſpute 


with her ſelfez In this maner will I make my ſpeech , In this faſhi- 
on will I cioze with him, Thus then will he anſwer mce ; And to 
this I muſt thus reply. Thus lives this creature, whom we io high- 
ly honour. 

P.rm., Tuſh, this is nothing ; I know more then this. But 
becauſe you were angry the to'ther day when I told Cali/ls ſo much, 
I will forbeare to ſpeake of it, 


Sempr. Though wee may know ſo much for our owne good, yet 


' let vs not publiſh it to our owne hurt, For, to haue our Maſter -to 


know it,were but to make him diſcard her for ſuch a one as ſhe is, 
and not to care for her ; and fo leauing her, hee muſt needs haue an- 
thet, of whoſe paines wee ſhall reape no profit, as we ſhall be ſure 
to doe by her, who by faire meanes, or by toule, ſhall giue vs part 
of her gaines, 
Parme, Well and wiſely haſt thou ſpoken ; but huſh ; the doore 
15 open, and ſhee in the houſe, Call before you goe in; peraduen-. 
cure, 
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ture, they are not yet fully ready z or things arenot in that order 
as they would have it; and then willthey be loth tobe ſcene, 

S<mp, Goein,man, never ſtand vponthoſeniceties;for we are all 
of a houſe, Now, iuſt now, they are coucring the Table. 

Celeft. O my young amorous youths, my Pearles of gold ! Let 
the yeere goe about as well with me, as you are doth welcome 
vnto mce. 

Parmeno. What complements has the old Bawd > Brother, 1 
make no queſtion, but you well enough perceiue her toyſtings, and 
her flatteries, 

Sempronio. O |! you mult give her leave, 1t is her living, But [ 
wonder what diuecll taught her all her knacks,and her knaverics, 

Parme, What? Mary, I will tell you. Neceflity, Pouerty, and 
Hunger; then which there are ao better.Tutours in the world: 
No better quickeners, and reuivers of the wit, Who taught your 
Pyes, and your Parrats to imitate ovr proper Language, and 
tone, with their ſlit tongues, ſaue onely neceflitie 2 

Celeft. Hola : wenches,girles : where be you, you fooles ? Come 
downe; Come hither quickly,l ſay; for thereare a couple of yong 
Gallants that would rauiſh mee, 

Elicia. Would they would neuer have come hither for me. O! 
itisa fine time of day ! 1s this a fit houre, when you haue inuired 
your friends, toa feaſt > You have made my coutin to waite heere 
theſe three long houres ; but this ſame lazy-gut (Sempromio)was the 
cauſe I warrant you, of allthis ſtay ; for hee has no eyes to looke 
vpon mee, | 

Sempr, Sweet-Heart ; Ipray thee be quiet, My Lite,my Loue ! 
you knoy full well, that he that ſerves another, is not his own man, 
He that is bound, muſt obey, So thatmy ſubiection trees me from 


blame. I pray thee be not angry. Come, let vs fic downe,and fall to | 


Our Mcate., 
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Flicia. 1, it is well, you are ready at all times to fit downe, and | 
eate, as ſoone as the cloth is laid, with acleane payre of hands,but-' 


a ſhamcleſle face, 


Sempro. Come, we will chide and brawle after dinner : Now let | 


vs fall t our vitailes, Mother Celeſtins, wiil it plcaſc you to tit 
downe firſt ? 

Cel:ft. No, firſt fit you downe (my ſonne) for heere is roome 
enough for vs all; leteuery one take their place, as they like, and 
ſitnexther whom he loues beſt : as for me,whoam a ſole woman, I 
will ft me down here by this Iar of wine,and this good goblet. For 
I can live no longer, then while I talke with one of theſe ewo. Euer 
ſince that 1 was growne in yecres, I know no better office at boord, 
then to fall a skinking, and to furniſh the Table wich pots and fia- 
cons: For he that handles tony, ſhall feele ir ſtill elinging to his hn- 
gers, Beſides, ina cold winters night, you cannot haue a better war. 
ming-panne, For, when I toſle off two of theſe little pots, when { 

am 
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| amen ready to goc into my bed, why, I tcele not atot of cold all 


the night long. With this,[ furre all my clothes at Chriſtmas : This 
warmes my blood ; This keepes me ſti]l in one eſtate; This makes 
mee merry, where-e'reI goe ; This wakes me looke freſh, and rud- 
dy, asa Roſe, Ler me ſtill haue ſtore of thisin my houſe,and a figge | 
tor adeare yeere, it ſhail never hurt mee: for one cruſt of Mouſe- 
caten bread will ſerue me three whole dayes; This drives away all 
care and ſorrow from the heart, better then cither Gold or Corall ; 
This gives force to a young manzand vigour toan old man; It addes 
colour to thediſcoloured; couratetothe coward ; diligence to the 
lorhfull; ir comforteth the braine z 1t expels cold from the ſto. 
macke; it takes away the ſtinkingneſle of the breath; ir makes cold 
conſtitutions, to be porent and actiue ; it makes husbandmen en- 
cure the toyle of tillage ; it makes your painetull and weary mow- 
ers tv ſweat our all their watriſh i]l humours, it remedies Rheumes; 
and cures the tooth-ache. This may you keepe long at Sea without 
ſtinking; ſocan you not water : I could rell you more properties of 
this whulſome 1:1quor, than all of you hauc hayres on your head, So 
that I know not the man, whom 1t doth not delight to heare it but 
mentioned, the very name ot it is ſo pleaſing : onely, it bas but this 
one fault: That that which 1s good,cofts vs deare;and that which is 
| bad, uoes vs hurt. So that what maketh the Liuer ſound, the ſame 
| maketh the purſe light, but for all this, I will be ſure to feeke after 

' the beſt ; for that little which 1 drinke, which is onely ſome dozen 

; times a meale. VVhich number, I neuer paſſe, valefle now, when 

| TIamfeaſted, or ſo. 

Parme, It is the common opinion of all: That thrice ina dinner, 
is g00d, honeſt,comperent,and ſuficient for any man, And all that 
doe write thereof, doe allow you no more, 

Celeſt, Sonne, the phraſe is corrupted ; they haue put three 
time, 1n ſtead of thirteene, 

Sempr, Aunt, wee alilike well of your gloſſe. Let vs eate, and 
talke, and talke and cate : For elſe wee ſhall rot afterwards haue 
time to diſcourſe of the loue of our loſt Maſter, and of that faire 

| bond{@me,and courteous MHeltbea, louely gentle Melibea, 

Elicia, Gerthee out of my fight, thou diſtaſietuil companion, 

 thoudiſturber of my mirth, the Divell choake thee with thatthou 
halt catren. Thou halt giuen me my dinner tor today;now as I live, 

' am ready to rid my fomack and to caſt vp all thar I have in my bo- 
dy, to heare that thou ſhouldſt call her faire and courteous, louely, 
and ecntle. Ipray thee how faire, how loucly how courteous, huw 

'entle is (he? Trangers mee to the heart-bloud, to ſee you buue (0 

| little ſharre with vou., Row gentle, how faire 1s ſhe, more then 0. 
ther women? Pelceve mic it ſhe be as thou reporteſt her ; nay, if ſhe 
have any 10t in her of beauty, or any the leaſt graceſulneſie, But T 
ceriere are ſome eyes, that make no difference betwixt 1one, and 
my Lady, and that it is with euery oneas hee likes, as the good man 

ſayd | 
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{ aid, when he kiſt his Cow, Draffe I perceine is good enough for 
Swine, I;will croſſe my ſelfe in pitry of thy great ignorance, and 
\ want of audgermnent;;VVho I pray, had any minde to diſpute with 
} you, taychipg her beauty, and hee gentleneſſe?-Gentle ,Me/bea'? 
Faire Melibes > Andis:#fclibes ſogentie, is ſhee fo faire as yowrmake 
-herto be? Then it muſibe © ; and then fballbotk.theſe hit right in 
her, when two Sundaies come together, All the beauty ſhee hath, 
| may be bLught at eucry Pediers, or Paumersthop fora penny mat- 
| ter, or the ike rrifle:: and beleeue me, my:ſelfe,vpon mine owne 
knowledge; know hatin that very:fiteere where thee dwels, there 
| are foure mayccns at the leaſt, if not more,ro whom Nature hath 
| imparted: @- picater. part of beauty; -and-opher:: good graces in 
| greaterabunclance, then ſhe hath 6n Melrbea'zand if thee have any 
| 10t of handſomeneſle in her, ſhee may thankehergood clothes, her | 
{| neatedreſkbgs; and eoftly Iewels,: which ifchey were hung vpona | 
| poſt, rhou would(t as well ſay by that too, thar itwere taire and | 
gcntles and by my fay (be ic ſpoken withour oftentation) 1 thinke 
my penny to be as good {luer as hers, aud that I am cuery way as 
faire as your eHMelihea, _ _ ad bt 3% 4"..2\v 

Are#{a; O ſiſter | hadſt thou feene her as I have feenc her (Tell 
thee no lye). if thou ſhouldſt haue mer her'taifmg,:thy Romucke | 
would haue taken ſuch a loathing, thatall chad day thou woald'(t 
not haue been able to haue caten any mcer, All the yeere long the is 
mewed vpart home, where ſhe is dawbed over: with arhoiſand fue- 
| tiſh {libber-ſlabbers; ail which (torſooth)ſhemult indure, for once 
perhaps going abroad in a twelue-month.to be ſcene : {}.ce anoynts 
bh face with gall and honey, with parched grapes and figges cru- 
ſhed andpreſſed together, with many other things/which tor man. 
{ nets ſake, and reverence of the Tavle, I omit romention, Iris their 
riches, that make ſuch creatures as ſhee robe accounted faire it is 
their wealth, that cauſeth them to be thus commended, and | 
not the graces, and goodly features of their bodies:- Fort; fhee 
has ſuch breſts,being a maid as if ſhee had beenthe mother of three 
{-children; and are for all the world, like nothing more, then ewo 
reat Pompeans, or bigge bottled-Goords. Her belly I have not 
| ſeene, but tudging, it by the reſt, I. verily belecue it, to be as ſlacke, 
and as flaggy, as a woman of fifty yeere old.l know not what Cal:ffo 
ſhould ſee 1n her, that for her ſake, hee ſhould forſake the loue of v- 
thers, whom hee may with greatcaſe obraine, and farre more pca. 
ſure iniay: Valeſle it be, that like the Pallate that is diftaſted, t;ce 
rhinketh ſowre things the [weetelt. 

Sempr. Siſter, it ſeemeth here vnto me, that euery Pedler pray- 
ſerh his awne needles; bur I afſure you, the quire contrary 1s ſpo- | 
ken of her throughout the whole Cirie. | 

Arenſa, There is nothing farther from truth,then the opinion of 
the vulgar, and nothing more falfe, then the repc rts of the-rwlti- 
rude, nor ſhalt thou ever livea merry life, ifrhou gouernethy felte 
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| by the will of the common people * and theſe concluſions, are vn- 
' controllable, and iofallibly true z that wharſocuer thing the vulgar 
' thinks,js vanity : whatſocuer they-ſpeake,is falſe-hood ?'whar they 
reproue, tuatis guod : what. thoy approue, that 1s bad, And ſince 
this is a true rule; and common cuſtome amongſt them, doe 
not iudge of Meltbes's either goodnefle or beauty, by that which. 
theyatkrme. - = L ens 

Sempr. Gemilewomecn; let:meeanſwer you in a word, Your il] 
rongucd multirude, and pratiing vulgar, neucr pardon the faults of 
great perſons, no, not of their Soueraignehimſelfe, which makes 
me to-thinke, that if:Melibes had ſo many defeRts, as you taxe her. 
wiuhall, they would c're this have beene diſcovered by thoſe who 
know her better then wee doe. And howbeit I ſhould admit all you 
haue ſpoken to be true, yet pardon me, if Iprefſe you with this par- 
ticular. Califfo is a. Noble Gentieman ; Aelibea the Daughter of 
Honourable parents; Sothat,it is vſuall with thoſe, thatare deſcen. 
d dofſuch high Linage,to ſecke and inquire each after other ; and 
therefore it is no maruell, if he rather louc her, then another. 

Areuſa. 'Lethim be baſe, that holds himſelfe baſe ; they are the 
Noble ARions of men, that make men Noble. For in concluſion, . 
weareall of one-making fleſh and bloud all. Let every man ſtrive ro 
be good of himſe!e, and not goe ſearching for his vertue in the | 
. Noblenefſe of his Anceſtors. 
| Celeft, My good children ; as you loue mee, ceaſe this contenti- 
| ous kinde of talke : and you Elia; I pray you come to the Table a- 
 Baine ; ſix you downe, I fay, and doc not vexe, and grieve your 
' ſelfe, as you doe. 

' Flicis, Withthis condition, that my meate may be my poyſon; 

' and that my bel'y may burk with that I eate. ShallI Gr downeand 
cate with this wicked Villaine, that bath fioutly maintained it to my 
ſace, and no body muſt ſay him ney, That Meltbea ; That Diſh- 

 clom of bis, is fairer then I ? 

' Sempr. Iprythee (Sweet-heart) be quiet, it was you thatmade 
the compariſon;and compariſons(you know )ate odious: and there. 

fore it is you thatare inthe fault, and not], 

Arenſa, Come,fiſter, come, and fit with vs ; Ipray, come cate 
with vs, Faue you no more wit,then to be angry with ſuch a croſſe 
foole as hee ? 1 would not doe him ſo much pleaſure, as to forbeare 
my weare for him ; let him goe hang, if hee be peeviſh, will you 
be peeuiſh too ? ] pray you fit downe, vnleſle you will have me like- 
wiſe to riſe from the Table. 

Elicia, The necefhty which I haue impoſed vpon my ſelfe, to 
plcaſe thee inall things, and in all thy requeſts , makes mee againſt 
my will, to give contentment to this enemy of mine ; and to carry 
my ſelfe out of my reſpect to this good company more fairely ro- 
wards him, then otherwiſeI would, 

Sempronio, Ha, ha, he, 
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| Elicis: ' What doſtthou laughyat? Nowthe euill Canker cate 
and conſume that vnpleaſing and offenſiue mouth of thine, 

Celeft.-: Sonne, Iipray thee no more;Donoranſwerher, for then 
weſhallneuer makeancnd :This'is nothing tothe preſent purpoſe; 
Let vs follow our buſineſle, andartend-tharwhich may*tend roour 
good.'Tell me, How does CalifofHow hap'tiryou left him thus all 
alone?- How fell it our, that both of you could flip away from 
him? ' Ip a 
Parme. He flung from vs with'a vengeance, fretting and fuming 
like a mad-man, his eyes ſparkeling foorth fite, his mourh venting 
forth curſes, deſpairefuli diſc in minde, and like one that 
is halfe beſides humſelte : and is now gone to Saint CAMary As 


dalews, to defireof God, thatrhou maiſt well and cruelly gnaw the | 


bones of theſe Chickens ; vowihg never'ro'come home, till hee 
heare, that thou art come with Afelibes in thy lap, Thy gowne and 
kirtle; and my caſſocke are'cock-fure, For tae reft let the world 
dlide; þvt when we thall haue it, that I know nor, all the craft is in 
the catching, | 

Celef,, Let it come when it willcome,it ſhall be welcome, when 


| ereiteomes. A cafſockeis good weare after winter, And fleeves 


arc goodafter Eaſter: Every —_— the heart merry that is 
gotten with ea{c,and without any r,efpecially comming from 
thence, where it leaues ſo ſmall a gap, and from a man of tht 
wealch and ſubſtance, who with rhe very bragne and fcraps of his 
houſe,would make me of a begger,to become ich : ſuch is the ſur- 
plus and ſtore of his goods; and ſuch as hee, ic never gricues them 
what they ſpend, cabkoteg the cauſe wherefore they giue : 
For they teele it not ; when they are in the heat and paſſion #: their 
loue, it paines them not ; they neither ſee, nor heare; which I iudge 
to be true by others, that I have knowne to be lefle paſſionare,and 
leſle ſcorched in the fiery flames of loue, thei Caliſto 15; in ſo much, 
that I haue ſeen them nenther cat nor drinkzneirher laugh nor weep, 
neither (leep nor wake;neither ſpeake nor hold their peace, neither 
live in paine, nor yet finde caſe; neither be contented, nor yet com- 
plaine of diſcontentment,anſwerable to the perplexity of that ſweet 
and cruell wound of their hearts, And if naturall neceffity forceth 
them to any one of theſe, they are ſo wholly forgetfull of them- 
ſelues, and ſtrucke into ſuch ſudden ſenſleſneſſe of their preſent be- 
ing and condition, that eating, their hands forger to carry their 
meat to their mouthes. Befides, if you ralke with them, they ncucr 
anſwer you direaly; Their bodies are there with you, bur where 
they loue, there are their hearts, and their ſenſes. Greatis the force 
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of loue- His power doth nor only reach ouer the earth, bur paſleth | 
alſo ouer the ſcas.: He holds an equall command over all mankinde. | 
He breaks thorow all kinde of dithcultics, and dangers whatſocuer, ' 
[t is atormenttull thing, full of feare, and of care.His eye roles eue- | 
ry way; nothing can eſcape him, And if any of you tharbe heere, | 
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I ſpeake the truth,  --.; ' WA L 
Sempr.  Mother,- you and Fate; both of a niinde. For. keere is 
ſhe preſent whocaus:d me once to berome-another Califts, defpe- 
rate,and ſenſleſſe in my doingszweary in my body ;idlc in my braine 
lleeping i]1 a daies, and watching roo'wella nights, vp by breake 
of day,playing the faole with thouſands of geſticulations,andodde 
{ Anticktricks, leaping over walls, putting my lite cuery day in hap- 
hazard and der! Ty dangers,ftanding in harms way betore Bulls, 
Running-horſes, throwing the Bar,thihog the Pike, tyring our my 
friends, cracking of blades, making laddcrs of ropes, putting on ar. 
mor,anda honed other idle acts of a Louer, making Ballads,pen- 
ning of Sonnets, painting Motros; making purpoſes, and other the 
like deuices, All which-I hold well ſpent,and thinke my ſelfe happy 
in them, fſithence they gained mee fo great and faire a lewell, 
Elicis, , You doe well to perſwade; your felfe fo : Bu: howfoever 
you conceit you haue gained mee,I aſſure thee, thy backe is no 
ſooner curn'd,but another is preſently with me, whom T loue better 
then thee, and isa properer manthen thou art,and one that will not 
gocvexing and angring mee, as thou doft.. Itis a yeere ere your 
worſhip {orſooth,can find in your heart to come and ſec mez And 
w_ as good have your roome, as your company, vnleſle it were 
ctrer, . | | hy Y2 
Celeſt... Sonne, giue her leaut toraſe her ſtomake, let her ſpeake 
her minde; for the wench (I thinke) is mad, And the more ſhee 
talkes thus lauiſhly and wildly;aſſure thy felfe, ſhe is the more con- 
hrmed inthy love. All this ſtirre is,becauſe you commended He. 
libea fo highly ; and thee (poore foule) knowes not how to be even 
with you, but to pay you home inthis coorſe kinde of coyne, and 
hard language. And I belceue, I ſhall not ſee her cate yer a while, 
for athing that I know ; and this other her Couſin heere, I know 
her meaging well enough. Goe too {my maſters,) take the beneht 
of your youth, inioy the flowre of this your freſh and lively age. For 
he that will not when he may, when hee would, hee ſhall have nay, 
And repentance ſhall be the recompence of his tarriance, who hath 
time, and will not take it, as I my felfe doe now repent me of thoſe 
houres, which I ſometimes loſt, when was young, when mendid 
eſtceme of me, and when they loued me ; fornow (the worle Incke 
mine) I ama decayedcreature, I waxe old, withered, and full of 
wrinkles ; nobody willnow looke after mee, yer my minde is ſtill 
the ſame; and wantrather ability, then deſire, Fall co your flap 
(my maſters) kifle and clip, as for mee, Ihave nothing elſetodoe, 
but to looke on and pleaſe mine eye. Ir is ſome comfort to me yer, 
to be a ſpectator of your ſports. Neuer ſtand vpon nice teatmes, for 
whilſt you fit at boord, itis lawtullto doe any thing from the 
girdle vpwards. All play above boord is faire and pardondble; 
when you watealone by your ſclues,cloſe rogether at it ina GY 


were ever true louers, and did loue faithfully indeede, heewill ſay | 
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I will not clap a fine on your heads, becauſe the King doth not 'm- 
poſe any ſuch taxation. And as for theſe young wenches, I know, 
they will reucr accuſe you of rauiſhment, And as for old Celeſtina, 
becauſe her cer will be on edge, {hee will mumble with ker dull 
and empty gums the crums oft the Napkins. 

Elicia, Mother, ſome body knocks ar the doore, 

Celeſt. Daughter, looke who it 15. 


Elicta, Either the voyce deccives mee, or elſe it is my couſin | 


Lucrecta. . 

Ccleſt, Open the doore and let her come in, for ſhee alſo vnder- 
ſtands ſomewhat touching that poynt,whercot wee diſcourſed laſt; 
though being ſhut vp ſo cloſe ac home, as (hee is: thee is mightily 
hindered in the fruition ot her friculation, and cannot inioy her 
youth with the like liberty as others de, 

Areuſa. Now, I ſee it is molt true, that theſe fame Chamber- 
maides, theſe forſooth that wait vpon Ladies, intoy aot a tot of de- 
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lighc, nor are acquainted with the ſweet rewards of loue, They ne- | 
uer connerſe with their kindred,nor with their equalls,with wkom | 
they may ſay, Thou for thou; or,fo hailc fellow ,well met,as toaske | 
in familiar language ; VVeuch,what haſt thou to ſupper ! Art thou | 


with chil.le yet 2 tow many Hens doſt thou keepe at home ? Shall 
we goe nuke our beuer at thy houſe ? Come, let vs goe laugh and 
be merry ihere, Sirrah, ſhew mee thy Sweet. heart, which is hee ? 
Oh wondertuli | How long is it ſince I ſaw thee laſt? How is it 
with thee,wench ? How hait thou done this great while ? Te!l me 
I pray tt ce, who are thy neighbours now ? and a thouſan! other 
the like vnro theſe. O Aunt! how barda name it is, how trouble- 
ſome, and how proud a thing to carry the name of a Lady vpand 
downe conrinually in ones mouth ! And this makes mee to live of 
my ſelfeeucr (ince | cameto yeeres of vaderſtanding and diſcretion, 
For [ could neuer endure to be called by any other name, then mine 
owne ; efpccially by thele Ladies wee haue now adaies, A wench 
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may wait vpon them, and ſpend in their ſeruice the berter part of | 
their time, and with an old caſt-gowne, which hath {carce erea | 


whole piece in it,they make payment of renne yeeres ſeruice, They 
will reutle their mayds, and cail them all tonaught; they will vie 
them extreme hardly, and keepe them in fuch awe, and continuall 
{laucry, that they dare as well be hang'd, as to ſpeake but one word 
before them, 4nd when they lee the time draw on, that they be rea- 


dy and ripe for marriage, and that they ſhould borh in reaſon and | 
conſcience doe them ſome good that waies, they rake occaſion ro 


wrangle, and fall out with them, and falſely ro obie& vuro them, 
char rhey bhaue trod their [hoo awry, eyther with ſome Gne of her 
Ladithips ſeruants, or with her ſonne, or put icalouſies betwixt hee 
and her husband ; or that they bring men priuily into ker houſe; or 
that they hauc (tolne ſuch a gobbler, or loſt ſuch a Ring: for whici 
they will not {tickero {trip them,and lamme them ſound!y,beftow- 
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| 
ing perhaps 100. ſtripes vpon them ,and afterwards thruſt then out * 
ot dores with their haire about their cares,and their fardlcs atrheir | 


backs, rating them in moſt vile manner, crying, Out of my ders, 


vou thiefe, you whore, you {trumper:this 15no place tor ſuch paltry | 
baggages. Thou ſhaltnor ſpoyle my houſe, I will not bethusdil- | 


| 


| 


| honouted by thee. So that in ſtead of expected recompenceathey re- | 


| ccivenothing bur bitrer reuilements, Where they expect togpce | 


referred our ofthe houle, they goe preiudiced out Gl the Houte, 


' And where they expect robe well married, they arc quite mar'd in 
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their reputation. And where they expett ieweis and wedding ap- 
parell, there are they ſent out naked, and difyraced : thefe arc 
their rewards, theſe their benefits, and theſe the payments they 
receiue ſor their ſcruice, They are bound to give them husbands, 
and inliew thereof, they ſtrip them of their clothes. The greateſt 
oraceand honour which they haue in their Ladics houſe, is to beim- 
ploycd in walking the ſtreetes trom one Lacie to another, and to 
deliver their Ladics meflage:(As,My Lady hath tent to know how 
you doe? how you did reſt ro night £ how your phyſicke wrought 
with you ; and how many occaiwons it gaue your Ladithip, &c?) 
They neuer heare their owne name our of their Ladics mouth, But 
the beſt they can call them by, 1s, Come hither, you whore, Get 
you gone,you drabbe, or 1'll ſer. you going : V\ hither gadde you 
now, you mangy harlotry ; you pockey {:ut 2 what haue you done 
roday,you loytring Queane ? why did you catethis, you raucning 
thing,you gor- belly,you greedy cormorant? A you lilthy Sow, how 
cicarc this frying panne 1s kept ? This piſpor (Minion) it is well 
{cowr'd, is it nor? why you lazy bones, did you rot bruſh my 
clothes, when T lctt them off, and make cleane my Mantle > Why 
{aid you thus and thus, you Sot, you fooliſh Aſle > Who loſt the 
piece of plate, you fcatter. ood, you draggle-tayle? Whars be- 
come of my handkercher, you purloyning thiefe ? you haue giuen 
it to one of your copes-mates, fome fivcet-hcart of yours that nzuſt 
neipe to make you a whore : Come hither, you foulc flappes, ſay, 
\\ herets my Henne, my cramm'd Henne, ti:ot 1 cannot nnve her > 
you were belt looke her tnee out, and that quiclky co, 1nlcile you 
meant I hall rake you pay tor her, when | come to pay vou yeur 
wages. And beſides alithis, her pantoiles ſhall waike avout her 
carcs a thouſand timesa day;pinchings,cudgetiings and ſcourgings 
{halibe as common toher as cr meat and Erinke, There is not a- 
ny that knowes how to pleaſe and content them z 1,0t any that can 
indure their rartnefſe and curſineſle; their deligitt is to ſpeake loud, 
their glory to clide and to brawle, and the beiter one GOcs, and the 
10re ore fecks tO picaſe them, the icfic are they eontenred, And 
tins (mother) 1s the reaton, why I hauc rather detired to hue free 
from controlement, ard to be miftrefle 1n 2 peore little houſe of 
mine owne, rien to live a tlave, and at command in the richeſt pa- 

lace of the proudelt Lady oftthem all. 
Celeſtina, 
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| Celeſtina. Thouart intheright, my girle; I wil! r2ke nocare | 
; for you, you will ſhife for your ſelfe ; I perceive you know whar | 
you doe, you need not to be told on which fide your bread is but- | 
tred, you are no baby, I ſee: and wiſe men tell vs, thatbetter is a | 
- cruſt of bread, anda cup of cold water w.th peace and quietnefle, | 
then a houſe full of dainties, with brabbling and wrangling, Burt | | 
p 
| 


—— 


now let vs leave this argument, for heere co'116s Lurrecta, 
Lucrccia: Much good to you (goud Aunt) and toall this faire 
company and great meeting, 
Celeſti. So great, daughter > hold you this fogreat a mecting > 

| Ir appearcy rhat you haue not knowne me in my proſperity , which 

is now ſome twenty yeeres fince. There be thoſe thar haue feenc 

mce in better caſe then I am now; and heethat now-lees mice, [ 

wonder his heart doth not burſt with forrow, I tell thee, 

(wench) I haue ſeene ar thistable,where your kinſwomen now fir, 
| aine gallant young wenches, much -3dvut your aze; tr the eldeſt | 

was got abouc cightcene, ang nct one ot them vnder fonre- | 

recne, But ſuch 1s this world; «t- comes ani goes vpon wheeles, | 
\ Weare like pvrs in a waterawheele, or like buckers ina V'ell ; one | 
vp, and another downe, onetfult,and another empty ; 1t 15 fortunes 
Law, that nuthing can continue any long tine in one,and the ſcife 
ſame ſtare of being, Her order is alteration 3 Her cuſtome,change. 
I cannot without teares deliver vnto you the great honour I then 
liu'd in; though now, (ſuch js-my il] forcune) by little and little, it 
hath gonedecayu g : Andas my daics declined ; ſo diminiſhed and 
decreaſed my pront, It is an old ſaying ; That whatſoever is in this 
| world, it doth either in-ceaſeordecreaſe, Every thing hath it's li- 
mits; Euery thing it's degrees of more or lefſe: my honour did 
| mount tothat height, as was fitting for a woman ol my quality to 

riſe vnto; and now of force, it mult deſcend and fall as rnuch : By 
' this I know, that] am neereto my end, and thatthe Leaſe of my 
lite is now cxpiring, and all my ycercs are almoſt ſpent an« gone: | 
and I alſo weil know, that I didaſccnd, that I might deſcend ; that 
I flouriſhed, for ro wither; that T had ioy, thatI night haue ſorrow; 
that I was borne to live ; liu'd, to grow; grey, tv grow old; and 
grow oldtodye: and though it did alwaics appeare vnto me,that [ 
ought in thisreſpect to ſuffer my miſery the more patiently, yet as] 
am formedot fleſh and bloud, and beare this heauy maſle of finne 
about me, I cannot but thinke on't now and then with griefe, nor 
can I wholy as I would, blot euzry thought thereot our cf the 
' wofu!! role of my wretched remembrance, 

Luciecia- Me thinkes (mother) it could not chooſe but be won- 
drous troubleſome vnto you, to haue the charge ot ſo many young 
wenches. For they are very dangerous Cartel] ro keepe, and will 
aske azreat deale of paines, 

Celeſt. Paines,Sweet-heart 2 Nay, they were an caſe, and plea- 
| ſure vato me z they did all of them obey = they did all w them 
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honour me ; they did all of them reverence mee : not one of them 
| that would ſwarue from my will- what Ifaid, ſtood for a Law; it | 


| was good and currant among (t them; not any orc of them,to whom : 
| gaue cntertainement, CVET made their owne choiſe any further 
then it tood with my liking ; were he lame, crooked, ſquint-ey'd, | 
| orcrippled: all was one, he was the we!lcom'lt and the loundeſt,thar 
| brought methe ſoundeſt gainesz mine was the profit, and theirs the | 
| paines, Belidecs, I needed no {eruants ; for 1n KCCPINZ them, [ hal 
| jeruants cnow, VWhy, your Noblemen, your Knights, your old 
men, your young men, your learned men, men of all forts and dig- 
| nities, from the higheſt to the loweſtz why, they were allar my 
ſcruice : and when I came toa feaſt, my foote was no ſooner in, 
but I had preſently as many Bonnets vailed vnto me\,as it I had been 
a Dutchetle: he that had leaf} acquaintance,leaſt buſineſ'e with me, 
was hcld the moſt vile, and baſeſt fellow. T hey ſpving me almoſt a 
League offzthey would forſake their moſt carneſt occalions,one by 
one, two by two, and come to mggto ſceif I would command them 
any ſervice z and withall, aske ms ſeverally, how his loue, how his 
| miſtreſſe did ? When they ſaw we onge paſſe by, you ſhould have 
ſuch a ſhuMing and ſcraping of feet; and a)] in ſuch a generall gaze, 
and ſoout oforder, that they did neither doe nor ſay any thing a- 
right, One would call mee mittreile, another Aunt, others their 
| loue, others honeſt old woman. T here, they would conſent, when 
| they (heuld come to my houle : there they would agree when I 
' ſhouldgoevntotheirs ; rhere chey-would offer mee mony ; there 
' they would make me large promiſes;there likewiſe preſent me with 
gifts : ſome kiſkng the lappet of my Coat, and ſome other my 
cheeke, that by theſe kindeſſes, they might give mee contentment, 
and worke me to their will, But now Fortune hath brought mee to 
ſo low aplace in her wheele, that you may ſay vnto me, Mich you 
g00d dich you with your old ware, you hindges arc now growne 
ruſtic for want of oy ling. 

Sempr. Mother,you make my haire ſtand onend,to hearetheſe 
{trange things, which you recount vato vs ; would your Nobles, 
vour Knights, and Learned men fall ſo low ? Iam furc,thcy are nor 
all ofthem ſo badde as you make them to be. 

| Celeft, No(my fon) owe forbid that I ſhould raiſeany tuch report, 
; or lay agenerall ſcandall vpon any of their ranke, For, there were 
| many old good men amongſt them, with whom I had but ſmall 
| dealings, and could ſcarce endure toſce me : But amongſtthe grea- 
t2(t,as they grew great in number,ſohad I a great number of them: 
ſome of one ſort, and ſome of another, ſome 1 tound very chaſte,and | 
ſome that took thecharge vpon them to maintaine ſuch Traders as | 
my ſeite. And I am ſtill ofthis bcliefe,that of theſe there isno lack; | 
and theſe, forſooth, would ſend their Squires and young wen to | 
waite vpon me,whitherſocuer I went - and I thould ſcarce have fet | 
| my foote within mine owne doores,but (traight at the heeles of me, 

you 
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you{hould haue cne come in with chickens, another with Hens, a | 
third with Geeſe, a fourth with Ducks, 1his man ſends me in Par- | 
trizes,that man Turtle Doues,he a gammon of Bacon, ſuch a one a 
Tart, ora Cutlard , and ſome good fellow or other a good ſucking | 
Pigge, crtwo : for cuery 0ne,as ſoone as he had a conuentent pre- | 
ſenr, ſo they came preſently to regiſter them jn my houle ; rhat I, 
and choſe their pretty ſoules,might merrily cat them: together: and 
as for wine, we wanted none; the beſtthat a man could lay his lips 
to inthe whole Ciry , was ſent vnto me from diuers parts ans cor- 
ners of the Towne : as that of Monwiedro,of Lugne,ot Toro, of Ma- 
drigall,ot San-Marin, and many other Townes and Villages ; And 
inuced ſo many, that alocir I ſtil keepe the differences cf their taſte 
an! clit; in my mouth, yet eoe] not recaine the diverſity of their 
ſoy!les in my remem-rance. For it is enough for ſuch an old wo- 
mai as I,that wl:cn a good cuppe of wine comes neer my noſe, can 
Eeable < {ay, Ths isfucha wine, or it comes from ſuch a place, 
or pt {ct ; why, your preſents from all parts, fromall forts came 
VPOn ic as thicke as hops, as flics toa pot of hony,or as ſtones that 
are t] rowne vpon a ſtage: boyes came tumbling in at my doore, 
with as much prouifion,as they cyuld carry on their backs. But now | [\ 
thote goo! waies are pait, I have eaten all my wiite bread in my | 
youth, and know not how in the world to liuc, being fallen from | | 
ſo happy an eſtate, 

Areuſa. Since we are come hither to be merry, ( good mother) 
doe nor weepe, I pray, Coe not vexe your ſelte : be ot good cheere, 
plucke vp your heart like a woman; the world while wce are in it, [/ 
is bound to keepe vs all,and nodoubr bur you ſhall have cnough. 

Cel:ſt. O daughter ! I hauecauſe enough, I think,to weep when 
I call to mini thoſe pleaſatit daies that are paſt and gone, t:1at mer- 4 
ry lite which then I ted, and how I had the world at will, being fer- 
ved. honoure.!, and ſcught to of all, Why, then there was not any 
new fruit, or any the like dainty, which I had not in my hands, be- 
forc other . knew they were (carce bloflom'd: inthoſe daies, they 


— o = 


were ſure to be ſound in my houſe, 1t any one w:th child ſhould | | 4 
long for ſucha Toy. | | [5 
$::pr, Mother,the remembrance of the g00d time we hauc had, | Ks. 
doth; cofit vs nothing, when it canr.ot be recouered againe,but a- | P. 
ther brings griefe and ſorrow to our ſelues,as this interrupting dit- | 5} 
courſe lath done but mother,we will goe off and ſolace our (clues, e 
wh:''{} you ſtay heece;and give this maid heranſwer, _ | 5 
Cl:ft. aurhter Lucrecia, paſſing over our furmer diicourle, I | : 1 
' ray you tc}l mee what is the cauſe of your happy comming ht- | 1 
riep 2 . = 
'  Lnereia. Beleeve me, Thad almott forgot my chiefe errand vn- 


| 
$0400, 71th thinking on that merry time wh:c you talkt of, Me | 
th12:kct, 1 could conrinne faſting almott a whole yeere in harkening | | 
mo te, and thinking on taat plealare life, which thoſe youag | | 
() 2 wen- 
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| | 
wenches led; me thinkes, that with thevery talking therof, I have a | 
conceit with my ſelte, that at this preſent, I teele my felte in the | 
{ame happineſle with them. I ſhall now, miſtreſſe,give you to vn- | 
Grfand the cauſe of my comming : I am ſent vnto you for my 
Ladies Gardle;z and moreouer, my Ladie intreats you, that you 

would comeand viſit her, and that out of hand, tor ſhee feeles her | 
{elfe very ill, and much pained and troubled with grietes and pangs | 


abour the heart ; T afſureyou, the is very heart-ſicke, 


Cel:jtrua. Of theſe petty griefes, the report is more then ' 


' thepaine. Is'r about the hearr, ſay you ? I marvel] (I promiſe ! 


\ ou) chat ſo young a Gentlewoman as ſhee is, ſhould be pained at 
the heart, 

Lrcrecia, World thou wert as well drag'd along the firectes, 
(thou old trairerous Hagge) as tho know'ſt well inough what ſhee 
ayles. The ſubtill old 5awd comes,and does her witcheries, and her 
tricks, and then goes her wajes,and afterwards when one comes vn. 
to her tor helpe, ſhe makes torfooth as it ſhe knew no ſuch matter, 
it is newes (for{ooth) to her. | 

Celeſt, What ſai'{t thou, Daughter ? 

Lucrecia, Mary, I ſay (mother) would we were gone once; and 
that you would give me the Girdle, 

Celeſt, Come, let vs goe, Iwillcarty it along with me, 
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THE ARGYMENT. 


V VV Hrleſ? Celeſtina and L ucrecia goe onward on their way, | 
Meclibea zalkes, and diſcourſes with ber ſelfe. Bemg | 

| 

| 


come to the doore, firſt enters Lucrecia, anon after, cauſes Cele- | 
{tina 70 come 12,Melibea, after fa exchange of words,opens her | 
71:4 to Celeſtina; rellimg ber bow jeruently ſhe was falne in loue | 
3:th Caliſto, They ſpy Aliſa, Melibea's morber comming; they | 
tate their leaueeachof other, Alila askes ber daughter Melibea, * 
what buſineſſe ſhe had with Celeſtina ? and what ſhe made there * | 
af] vadrng her from conuerſing with her, and forbidding her, ber | 


' COLDANY, 
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INTERLOCVTORS. | 


Mebibea, Celeſtina, Aliſa, Lucrecta, 


27 Elibea, O wretchthatI am ! O vnfortunate Dam. 

 ſe]l' Had T nor beene better yeſterday, to haue | 
; \ celded to Celcſtina's petition and requelt when in | 
the bchalfe of that Gentleman, whoſe ſight hath | 


— 


ac > 
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q © maceme his priſoner, I was ſo earneſtly ſued vn- 
” WE >) 10: 2nd ſo haue contented him,and cured my ſclte, 
then to be thus forcibly driven to diſcouer my heart, when hap- 
ly he will not accept of it, when as already difathanced in his hope, 
for want of a good and faire anſwer, hee hath ſer both his eyes and 
Nis heart ypon the love and perſon of another? how much more ad- 
uantageous vnto me, would an intreated promiſe haue beene, then 
a forced offerture ? to grant being requeſted, then to yeeld being 
conſtrained > O my faithfull ſeruant, Zacrecta, what wilt thou ſay 
of me, what wilt chou thinke of my tudgement and vnderftanding, 
when thou ſhalt ſee me to publiſh ehat, which I woulo neucr d1{co- 
ver vnto thee ? how wilt thou ſtand aſtoniſhed of my honeſty and 
modeſty, which (likea Recluſe, ſhut vp from a'l company) I hauc 
cuer hitherto kept inuiolable ? I know not whether thou haſt ſuſpe- 
ed, or no, whence this my ſorrow proceedeth, or whether thou 
art now comming with that Solicitreſle of my fatery!O thou high 
and ſupreme Power ! thou, vnto whom, all that are in miſery and 
affliction, ca!l,and cry for helpe ; the appaſſionated begge remedy, 
the wounded crane healing; thou, whome the heauens, ſeas, carth, 
and the Center of hell it ſelfe doth @bey; thou who ſubmirred(t all 
things vnto meh, I humbly beſeech thee, that thou wilt giue ſutfe. 
rarce and pitience to my wounded heart,whereby I may be able to | 
diflemble my terrible paſſion. Let not this Leate of my chaſtity loſe 
irs guylding, which I haue laid vpon this amorous defire, publi- | 
ſhing my patueto be otherwiſe then that, which indeed rormenteth 
me. Burt how (a!ll be able todoeit; That poyſoned morſe!] fo cru- | 
c!ly rormenting mee, which the ſight of that Gentiemans preſence | 
Cauc me? O Scxc of womankind!feeble and fraile in thy being;why | 
was irnot granted as well vnto women, to diſcouer their rorment- 
fuil and fcruent flames ,as vnto men ? For then neither ſhould Ca/iffo 
haue cauſe to complzine, nor I to live in paine, 
Lucrecia. Aunt, ftay heere a while behinde this doore, whileſt I | 
J0e in, and ſee wirh whom my Miſtreſle is talking, Come in; the | 
| 


———— 


15 ralking alone to her ſelfe. 

Melibea. Lacrecia, make faſt the doore there, and pull downe the 
hanging ouer it, O wiſe and honeſt old Dame, you are exceeding, | 
welcome; what thinke you,thar chance ſhould ſo difpole of things, 
and fortune fo bring about her wheele, that I ſhould ſtand in _ | 
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| of this wiſdome, and craue ſo ſuddenly of you, that b u would rd y 


me in the ſe!ſe-ſame coyne,the courteſie which was by you deman - 
| ded of me for that Genticman,whome you were to cure by the ver. 
| 
| 


—— 


tue of my Girole ? ; 

Celeſt. Say, Lady, what is your diſeaſe, that you ſo lively ex. 
| preſſe the tokens of your torment, in thoſe your maiden bluſhes? 
| Mdibea, Truly,mother,I thinke there be ſome Serpents within 
; my body, that are gnawing vpon my heart, | 
Celeſt. it is well, euen as I would have it. I will be even with 
| you (you ſoole) for your yeſtercaies anger, I will make you pay 
for it witha witneſle, 

Mclibea, What's that you fay ? Have you percciued by my 
lookes, any cauſe from whence my malady proceedeth ? 

Celeſt. You haue not, Madame, told me the quality of your diſ- 
calc ; and wou!d you haue mee diuine of the cauſe > That which 1 
tay \1s this, that 1 am heartily ſorry to ſee your Ladiſhip ſo {ad and 
O1ll. 

Melibea, Good old woman; Doe thou make me merry then, For 
I haue heard much of thy wiſdome. 

Celeſt, Madame, as farre as humane knowledge can diſcerne of 
inward gricte,l dare preſume, And for as much, as for the healthand | 
| remedy of infirmities, and diſeaſes, theſe graces were imparted vn- 
' ro men, for the finding out of fit and convenient medicines,whereof 
' ſemewere attained to by expericnce, ſome by Art, and ſome by a 
' naturall inſtinct ; ſome {mall portion of theſe good gifts,this puore 
old creature my ſelfe haue gotten,” who is heere preſent todoe you 
the beſt ſeruice ſhecan, 

Melibea. © how acceptable and pleaſing are thy words to mine 
cares! itis a comfortable thing to the ſicke patient ,to ſee his phyſi. 
c1an to look cheerfully vpon him, Methinks I ſee my heart broken 
betweene thy hand 3n pieces, which with a little labour, and by 
powerand vertue of thy tongue,thou art able(if thou wilt)to ioyne 
| rogetlicr, and make it whole againe : cuen as eaſily, as Alexa» der 
| that great King of cAMacedon dream't of that wholeſome roote in 
! 


. the mouth ofa Dragon, wherewith he healed his ſeruan! Pro/omy, 
who had bcene bitten by a Viper z and therefore, tor the loue of 
Joxe, diiroabe your {elte, rhat you may morecaſily, and more dili- 

| gentlv looke into the nature of my diſcaſe,and aftoord me fore re- 

| medy tor it, 

| |  Celeft, Agreat part of health, is the deſiring of health, And a 

| 200d ligne of mending,to be willing ro menG, For which reaſon 1 

| | reckon your grictethe lefle, and hoid it the lefſe dangerous ; But 

thar 1 may miniſter a wholeſome medicine vnto you, an:l ſucha 
one as may be agreeable to your difcaſc; it is requiſite, that you 
firſt fatisfte me in theſe three particulars. The hl 15,00 which ſide 
of your body your paine doth lye muſt? The ſecond, how long 

| you haue had this paine ; whether-it hath raken you bur of lare, or 

no ? | 
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no? For your newly growing infirmitics are ſooner cured inthe 
tenderneſle of their growth, then when tiiey haue taken deepe 


| rooting by ouer-long perſeuering in their office ; So beaſts are (co- 


ner tained when they are young, and more eaſily brought to rhe 


; yoake,then when theirhide is throughly hardned : So far better doe 


> <————_—_ 


thoſe plants grow vp, and proſper, which are remooued when they 


are young and tender, then thoſe that are tranſplarited, having long 


— 


' borne fruit, The third is, whether this your cuill hath proceeded | 


— 


otany cruell thought, which hath taken hold on you { This being 
made knowne, you ſhall ſee mee fer my ſelfe roundly to worke a. 
bout your cure; for it is very fit and conuenient, that you ſhould 
open the whole truth, as wellro your Phyſician, as your Contef(- 
{our, 

Melibea, Friend, Celeſtine, Thou wiſe Matrone, and great Mi- 


' ſtreſſe-in thy Art,thou haſt well opened vnto me the way,by which 


] may manifeſt my maladie vatothee, Beleeue me,you haue queſti- 
oned me like a wiſe woman, and like one that is well experienced in 


| theſe kind of fickeneſſes, My paine is about my hearr,it's reſidence, 
' neere vnto my left Pappe z burdiſperſeth it ſelfe ouer euery part of 


——_ —  — 


my body. Secondly, it hath becne io bur of late z nor did Ieuer 
thinke, that any paine whatſocuer could haue ſodepriued me ot my 
vnderſtanding, as this doth , it troubles my ſight,changes my coun- 
renance, takes away my ſtomacke, I cannot ſleepe for it, nor willit 


| ſuffer mee to inioy any kinde of pleaſure : touching the thought, 


which was the laſt thing you demanded, concerning my diſeaſe, [ 
amnoc able to deliuer it vnto you, and as little the canfe thereof , 
For neither death of kinsfolke, nor loſle of temporall goods,nor a- 


| ny ſudden paſſion vpon any viſion, nor any doting dreame, nor any 


* — 


other thing can I coniccure to be the caule of it, faue onely a kinde 


 ofaltcration, cauſed by your felfe vpon your requeſt, which ſuſ- 
pected in the behalſe of that Gentleman Califfo, when you entrea- | 


— 


— 


cd me for my Charme. 


| 


| 
| 


| 
| 


| 
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 Celeſt, What, Madame? Is Caliſto ſo bad a man ? Is his name fo | 
| bad; thatonely but to name him,ſhould,vpon the very ſound there. 


leeue that this is the cauſe of your griete : I haue another thing in 


| of ſend forth tuch poyſon > Deceiue not your ſelte ; Doe not be- | 


the winde,there is more in't thenſo ; but ſince you make it ſo dain- | 
tie, if your Ladiſhip will give mee leaue, I will teil you the caule | 


Oc It, 


Mclizea, Why, how now, Celeſtins, what a ſtrange requeſt 1s this | 


that thou mak ſt vato me ? Needeſt thou tocraue leaue of me, who 
am to receive helpe from thee ? Vhat Phytxian did ever demand 
ſuch ſecurity, for to cure his patient? Speake, ſpeake what you 


| pleaſe; for you ſhall alwaics have leaue of mee to ſay what you | 


' will; alwaiesexcepted, that you wrong not my honour with your | 


words, 
Celeflina. I ſee (Lady) thatonthe one ide you complaine of 
your 


| 
j 
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; remedy, your fearc ſtrikes a feare into mee z which teare cauleth {i- 


| 
your griefe, and on the other ſide, I perceiue, that you ſeare your | 


tence, and {ilence truce berwixt your walady and my medicine : 10 


| that your ſelfe will be the cauſe that yotr*aine i.21l not ceaſe, nar | 


| _—_ | 
, my cunning cure you, | 


| 
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Melibea. By how much the longer you deterre my cure, by io 
muck the more doe you increaſe my paine,and avg ment my ation. 
Eicter thy medicines are of the powder of intamy, and of the rwyee 
of corruption, contectionated wirh ſoine other more cruel! pame, 
then 1har which thy patient already feeles ; ar elſe thysKkill 2s no- 
tlung worth; For itcither the one,or rhe other d:d not hinder thee, | 
thuv wouldit rell mce of tome other remedy boldly, andwitham 
tcare, ':thence TI intreate thee to acquaint me therewith, my honor | 
ſill pzeferued, | 
Celeſt. Madame, thinke it not (irange, that it is harder for him 
that is wounded to trGure the torment of hot. ſcalding Turpentt 
and the ſharpe incitions,which g-ll che heart, and double the painey 
chen che wound that 18 new!y inflicted on him that his whole, And | 
therefore, if you be willing to be cured, and that I ſhould difconer | 
vnto you the ſharp point of my needle, without any feare at all, | 
frame for your hanvs and fect a bond of patience and of quietneſie;, | 
tor your eyes, a veile of pitty and compaſſion; fur yuur ronove a 
bridleof filence ; ſor your cares, the bumbaſt, or ituthng of tuffe- 
rance and bearing ; and then al) you ſee, what <ffeRs this oi Mt- 
lirefle in her Art, will worke vpon your wounds, . 
Melibea, O how thou kiltelt me with delayes ! For Gods lone, | 
ſpeake what thou wilt,doe what thou wilt, exercice thy $k1ll, pur 
thy experience in praCtice, For, there is not any remedy ſo tharpe, | 
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| ascan cquall the birrernes of my paine and rorment. No, though at | 


touch vpon mine honour, though it wroug my reputation, though iz | 
aifli&t my body, though itrip and breake vp iy Beth, for ro pail 
out my gricued heart. I give thee iny t2ith,to do what thou wilt fe- | 
curely; and if] may find caſeof my payne, 1 ſhall liberally reward , 
thee, | 
Lurcecia, My Miſtreſſe hath loſt her wits : the is exceeding]: | 
this ſame ſorcerefle hath captivated her will. ; 
Celeft. One d:iv.cll or other is (till haunting me, One while here, | 
another while there. I have eſcaped Parmeno,and bauc fallen vpon | 
Lucrecta., d 
Melibea, Mother, what is't you ſay ; what {aid the: wench vgro | 
YOu ! | 
' Celeſtiaa, I'caunortell (Lady) I did nor well hcare her, Burler | 
her ſay what ſhe wil, yet ler me reli you:That there i5 rot any thing | 
more contraty in great Cures, before ſtrong & ſtout-hearted Sur- | 
gcons, then weake & fainting hearts, who with their great lamen> 
tations,their pittytull words, 4n4 their ſorrowfull geſtures (trikea | 


tcare into the patient, make him deſpaire ot his cecouery,and anger 


and | 
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and trouble the .Surgeon, which trouble makes him to alter his 
hand,and dire& his needle without any order. By which yon may 
clearely knowe,thatitjgy ry neceſſary for your ſafetic, that there 
bee no body about you;ho,not ſo muchas Zycrecie: And therefore, 
it is very mcete, that you command her abſence; davghter Zycre- 
cia,you mult pardon me, 

Melibea, Get you out quickly,be gone. 

Lucrecia.Well,well, we are all vndone. I goe,mavame, 

Celeſt. Your great paine and rorment doth likewiſe put boldnes 


; into me,as alſo that | perceiue by your ſuſpition,you have already 


ſwallowed ſome patt of my cure. Bur notwithſtanding it is need}, 
that we bring a more manifeſt remedy, and more wholeſome mi. 
tigation of your paine, from the houſe of that worthy one Ca/zſts, 

Melibea. Mother,l pray you,good now hold your peace; ferch 
not any thing from his houſe, that may wotrke my good, It you 
loue me, doe not ſo much as once name him vnto me. 

Celeſt, Madame, pray be patient, That which is the chiefeand 
principall piiler,muſt not be broken, For then ail our labour is loſt: 
pn wound is great and hath need of a ſharpe cure, And hard with 

ard {oth ſmooth and mollitic more effecuaily and more delicate- 
ly. And wile men ſay , That the cure of a [auncing Surgeon, leaues 
behuod ir the greater skarre : And that withc.ut danger, no danger 
is overcome, Haue patience then with your ſelfe, For ſeldome is 
that cured without paine which in it ſelte is painefull. One nayle 
drives out another. And one ſorrow expels another, Due nor con. 
ceiuc hatred nor diſaffetion, nor giue your tongue leaue to ſpeake 
ill of fo vertuvuus a perſon, as Caliſts, naw, it you did but knowe 
him. 

HMelibza, O you kill me! no more ofhim,for Gods ſake no more. 
Did not I cell you, that you ſhould not commend him vnto me ? 
and that you ſhould not ſpeake a word of him neither good nor 
bad? 

Celeſt, Madame, this is that other, and maine point in my cure; 
which 1f you, by your impatience will not confent- vato, my com- 
ming can little profit you, But if you will (as you promiſt) be pati. 
ent, you ſhall remaine ſound, and out of doubt, and Calzfto be weli 
apaid, and haue no cauſero complaine. I did before acquaint you 
with 1t.y cures,and with this inviſible needle, which before it come 
at youto ſtitch vp your wound, you feele it, onely but having it in 
my mouth,and naming it vnto you, 

AMcdibea, SO often wilt thou namethis Gentleman vnto mee, 
thar neither my promiſe,nor the faith I plighted thee,will ſuftice ro 
make mie any longer to tndure your words. Where. n ſhould he be 
well apaid ? W hardoe l owe vato him > Wherein amT bound vn- 
to him ? What charge haue I put him to? VVhar hath he ever done 
forme? What neceſhty is there, that wee muſt be driuen to vſe 


him, as the inſtrument of my recouery > More pleaſing would it 
R be 
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be vnto me, that yon would teare my fleſh and finewes aſund er,and 
teare out my heart, then tovtter ſuch words as theſe, 

Celeſtina. Without any rupture, or renting of your garments, 


' love did lance your breſt ; and therefore will not ſunder your 
| flelh, tocure your ſore, 


Melibea, How call you this griefe, that hath ſeazed on the ber- 
ter part of my body ? 
Celeſtiaa. Sweet Loue, | 

Melibea, Tell mee then, what thing this ſweete Love may be ? 
For onely in the very hearing of it namd, my heart leapes for ioy- 

Celeſt. It is a concealed fire ; a pleaſing wound; a ſauoury poy- 
ſon ; a ſweet bitterneſſe; a delightfull griefe; a cheerfull rorment; 
a ſweet, yet cruel! hurt; anda gentle death, 

Melibea, O wretched that I am ! for if thy relation be true,]I reſt 
doubttull of my recouery : For,according to the contrariety which 
theje names doe carry, that which ſhall be profitable for one, ſhall 
{ to another bring more paſlsion, 

'  Celeſt, Letnot your noble youth be difident of recouery ; be of 
| good cheere; takea good heart to you ; and doubt not of your wel- 
| tare: For where heauen giuesa wound, there it giues a remedy ; 

andas it hurts, ſo it healcs; and ſo much the Gre becauſcl 
know where the tflowre growes, that will free you from all this 
rorment. 

Melibea, How is itcalled ? 

Celeſt. I dare not tell you, 

Melibea. Speake and ſpare nor. 

Celeflin, Califto, © Madame; Melibea; ah woe is mee, why wo- 
man, what meane you > Whata cowardly heart haue you > What 
a fainting is heere ? O miſerable that am, hold vp your head, [ 
| Pray liftitrvp; O accurſed old woman! Muſt my ſteps end this ? 
| It ſhegoe thus away in a {wound, they will kill me if ſhee reuiue, 
; ſhee will be much pained: For ſhe will neuer indure to publiſh her 
paine, nor giue mee leane to cxerciſe my cure, VVhy, Melibea, my 
{weere Lady ; my faire Angel ; What's the matter, Sweer-heart ? 
Where is your griefe > why ſpeake you not vato me ? What is be- 
come of your gracious and pleafing ſpeach > Where 1s that cheere. 
full colour, that was wont to beautifie your cheekes ? Open thoſe 
brighteſt Lamps, that cuer nature tinded : Open your cyes, [ ſay, 
thoſe cleare ſunnes,that are able to giue light todarkneſle, Lucrecta, 
Lucrecia, Come hither quickly-z come quickely, I ſay, you ſhall ſee 
your Lady lye heere in a {wound in my armes ; runne downe quick- 
ly for alJarre of water, 

Melibea. Softly , ſpeake ſoftly I pray; Tle ſee if I can riſe; In 
no caſe doe not trouble the houſe, 


{peake vnto mee as you were wont, 
|  Melibea, Twill, and much more thenT was wont. But peace, I 


Celeſiins. Ay me! Sweet Lady doe not {inke any more: ſpeake, | 


Pray» 


—— --— 


— 


; Ging. But now (my good Miſtreſle, my faithfull Secretary) ſince 
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pray a while, anddoe not trouble mee. | 

Celeftin, Whar will you have me to doe (my precious pearle?) 
Whence aroſe this ſudden qualme ? I beleeue, my points are bro- 
ken, 

Aeltbea, Nox itis my honeſty that is broken ; it is my modeſty 
that is broken ; my too much bathfulneſſe and ſhamefaſineſle, oc- 
caſioned my ſwowning, which being my naturall and familiar 
friends,and companions,could not ſleightly abſent themſclues from 
my face, but they would alſo carry away my colour with them for 
a while, my ſtrength, my ſpeach, and a grear part of my vnderſtan- 


that which thou ſo openly knowſi, ir is in vaine for mee to ſceke to 
ſmother ir ; many, yea many daies,arenow ouerpaſt, ſince that no- 
ble Gentleman morioned his love vnto mee ; whoſe ſpeach and 
name was then as hatefull, as now the reuiuing thereof is pleaſing 
vnto me:with thy Needles thou haſt ſtircht vp mywoſid;I am come 
tothy Bent,ir is in thy power to do with me what thou wilr. In my 


girdle, thou carriedſit away with thee the poſſeſhen of my liderty : 
His anguiſh was my greater torment ; his paine my greater punith- 
ment, Phigh ly praiſe and comend your ſingular ſufferance,your dif. 
creet boldnes, your liberall paines,your ſollicitous& faithfull fteps, 
your pleaſing ſpeach , your good wiſedome, your exceſliue ſolici- 
tude, and your profitable importunity - the Gentleman is much 
bound vnto you, and my ſelfe more; for my reproaches and 
revilings could never make thee to ſlacke thy courage, thy ſtrong 
continuance, and forcible perſcuerance in thy ſuite, relying till on 
thy great ſubrilty and es. wit; or rather bearing thy ſelfe 
like a moſt fairhtull and cruſty:ſcruant, being then moſt diligent, 
when thuu waſt inoft reuiled;zthe more I did diſgrace thee, the more 
waſt thou importunate; the harſher anſwer I gave thee, the better 
didft thou ſeemeto take it : when I was moſt angry,then waſt thou ' 
moſt milde and humble : and now, by laying aſide all fearc, thou 
baſt gotten that our of my boſome, which I never thought to hauc 
diſcoucred vnro thee, or to any other whoſocuer. | 
Celeſt. My moſt deare both Lady & friend, wonder not fo much | 
at this; for thoſe ends,rthat haue their cfteft, give medaringnefſe to | 
indure thoſe craggy and dangerous by-waies, by which I come to | 
fuch Recluſes as your ſelfe, True it is, that vntill I had reſolued | 
with my ſelfe, as well on my way hitherwards,as alſo heere in your | 
houſe, | Rood ingreatdoubr,whether were I beſt diſcouer my peti- | 
rion vnto you or no? WhenlT did thinke on the great power of your | 
father,then did I fearez but when withall, I weygh'd the nobleneſle | 
of Califto, then I grew bold againe, when1 obſerued your diicre. | 
tion, I waxed timorous z but when confidered your vertue, and | 


— — C__— — 
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| your courreſie, [| recouered new courage: inthe one, I found feare; | 


in the other, ſafery. And ſince, Madame,you haue beene willing ro 
grace me with che diſcouery of ſo greatafauour, as now you haue 
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| be vnto me, that yon would teare my fleſh and finewes aſund er,and | 


| 
teare out my heart, then to vtter ſuch words as theſe, 
Celeſtina. Without any rupture, or renting of your garments, | 
' love did lance your breſt ; and therefore will not ſunder your 
| flelh, tocure your ſore, | 
' Acdibea, How call you this griefe, that hath ſeazed on the ber- | 
ter part of my body ? | 
Celeſtiaa. Sweet Loue, | 
Melibea, Tell mee then, what thing this ſweete Love may be ? 
For onely in the very hearing of it nam'd, my heart leapes for ioy- 
Celeſt. It isa concealed fire ; a pleaſing wound; a ſauoury poy- 
ſon ; a ſweet bitterneſle; a delighttull griete; a cheerfull rorment; 
a ſweet, yet cruel; hurt; anda gentle death, 
Melibea, O wretched that I am ! for if thy relation be true,I reſt 
doubrtull of my recouery : For,according to the contrariety which 
theje names doe carry, that which ſhall be profitable tor one, ſhall 
; to another bring more paſsion, 
|  Celeſt, Letnot your noble youth be diffident of recovery ; be of 
| good cheere; takea good heart to you ; and doubt not of your wel- 
| tare: For where heauen giues a wound, there it giues a remedy ; 
| andas it hurts, ſo it w/e and ſo much the ſooner, becauſel 
| know where the flowre growes, that will frce you from all this 
corment. 
Melibea. How is itcalled !? 
Celeſt, I dare not tell you, 
Melibea. Speake and ſpare nor. 
Celeflin, Caliſto, © Madame; Melibea; ah woe is mee, why wo- 


a fainting is heere ? O miſerable that am, hold vp your head, [ 
| prayliftirvpz Oaccurſed old woman! Muſt my ſteps end this ! 
| It ſhe goe thus away in a ſwound, they will kill me if ſhee reuiue, 
{ ſhee will be much pained: For ſhe will neuer indure to publiſh her 
| paine, nor giue mee leane to cxerciſe my cure, VVhy, Melibea, my 
| {weete Lady ; my faire Angel ; Whar's the matter, Sweer-heart ? 
Where is your griefe > why ſpeake you not vnto me ? What is be- 
come of your gracious and pleating ſpeach > Where is that cheere. 
tull colour, that was wont to beautitic your cheekes ? Open thoſe 
brighteſt Lamps, that cuer nature tinded : Open your cyes, [ ſay, 
thoſe cleare ſunnes,that are able to giue light to darkneſie, Lucrecta, 
Lucrecia, Come hither quickly 3 come quickely, I fay, you ſhall ſee 
your Lady lye heere in a {wound in my armes ; runne downe quick- 
ly for aJarre of water, 

Melibea. Softly , ſpeake ſoftly I pray; Ile fee if I can riſe; In 
no caſe doe not trouble the houſe, 

Celeſiina, Ay me! Sweet Lady doe not {inke any more: ſpeake, 
ſpeake vnto mee as you were wont, 
| Melibea, 1 will, and much more then was wont. Bur peace, I 


Pray, 
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| man, what meane you > Whata cowardly heart haue you > Whar | 
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| pray a while, anddoe not trouble mee. 
Celeftin, Whar will you haue me to doe (my precious pearle?) 
Whence aroſe this ſudden qualme ? I beleeue, my points are bro- 

| ken, 
| tGAMeltbea, Noy itis my honeſty that is broken ; it is my modeſty 
| thatis broken ; my too much bathfulneſſe and ſhamefaſineſſe, oc- 
' caftoned my ſwowning, which being my naturall and familiar 
; friends,and companions,could nor fleightly abſent themſelucs from 
| my face, but they would alſo carry away my colour with them for 
a while, my ſtrength, my ſpeach, and a great part of my vnderſtan- 
; Eing. But now (my good Miſtreſle, my faithfull Secretary) ſince 
| that which thou ſo openly knowl, it is in vaine for mee to ſceke to 
| ſmother ir ; many, yea many daies,arenow ouerpaſt, ſince that no- 
| ble Gentleman morioned his love vnto mee ; whoſe ſpeach and 
| Name was then as hatefull, as now the reuiving thereof is pleaſing 
vnto me:with rhy Needles thou haſt ſtircht vp mywoſid;I am come 
tothy Bent;ir is in thy power eo do with me what thou wile. In my 
girdlc, thou carriedſi away with thee the poſſcſhen of my liberty ; 


ment, I highly praiſe and comend your fingular ſufferance,your dif. 
creet boldnes,your liberall paines,your ſollicitous& faithfull fteps, 
your pleaſing ſpeach , your good wiſedome, your exceſliue ſolici- 
tude, and your profitable importunity - the Gentleman is much 
bound vnto you, and my fſelfe more; for my reproaches and 
revilings could neuer make thee to flacke thy courage, thy ſtrong 
continuance, and forcible perſeuerance in thy ſuite, relying ſtill on 
thy great ſubrilty and ſtrength of wit; or cather bearing thy ſelfe 
like a moſt fairhtull and rruſty-ſeruant, being then moſt diligent, 
when thuu waſt inolt reuiledzthe more I did diſgrace thee,the more 
waſt rhou importunate the harſher anſwer I gaue thee, the better 
didft thou ſeemeto take it : when I was moſt angrv,then waſt thou 


baſt gotten that our of my boſome, which I never thought to haue 
diſcoucred vnro thee, or to any other whoſocuer. 
at this; for thoſe ends,that haue their eftect, give medaringnefle to 


with my ſelfe, as well on my way hitherwards,as alſo heere in your 


father,chen did I fearez but when withall, I weygh'd the nobleneſle 
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grace me with che diſcouery of ſo greata fauour, as now you haue 
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His anguiſh was my greater torment ; his paine my greater puniih- | 


of Califto, then I grew bold againe, when 1 obſerued your diicre. | 
tion, I waxed timorous ; but when conſidered your vertue, and | 
your courteſie, [ recouered new courage: inthe one, I found feare; | 
in the other, ſafe:y. And ſince, Madame,you have beene willing to | 
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mot milde and humble : and now, by laying aſide all feare, chou | 


Celeft. My moſt deare both Lady & friend, wonder not ſo much | 


indure thoſe craggy and dangerous by-waies, by which I come to | 
fuch Recluſes as your ſelfe, True it is, that vntill I had refolucd | 


houſe, | Rood ingreat doubr,whether were beſt diſcouer my peti- | 
tion vnito you or no? When did thinke on the great power of your | 
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made knowne vnto mee, declare your will vnto mee, lay your ſe. 
cxets in myJappe; put into my hands the managing of this matter, 
and 1 will give it ſuch a forme, as both you and C/i3/o ſhall very 
ſhortly accompliſh your deſires, 

Melibea, O my Caliſto ! my deare Lord, my ſweete and pleaſing 
ioy, if thy heart teelethe like torment, as mine , I wonder how th 
abſence giues thee leaue to liue, O thou, both my mother, and mu. 
{treſſe,ſo handle tbe bufineſſe, thatI may preſently ſee him, if you 
deſire I ſhould live, 

Celeſt, See him? you ſhall both ſee him, and ſpeake with him. 

Melibea. Speake wich him ? it is impoſſible. 

Celeft, Nothing is impoſhble to a willing minde. 

Melibea, Tell mee how ? 

Celeſt, I haue it in my head : Mary thus, within the doores of 
tay houſe. 

Mslthea, When ? 

Celeſt, Thismight, 

Melibea. Thou ſhaltbe glorious in mine eyes,if thou compaſſe 
this. Bur ſofr, at what houre ? 

Celeft. Iuſt when the clocke ſtrikes rwelue, 

Melibea, Goe, be gone, hye you, good Miſtreſſe, my faithfull | 
friend, and talke with rhat Gentleman,and will him that hee come 
very ſoftly at his appointed honre, and then wee will conclude of 
things, as himſelfe ſhall chinke fir to order them. 

Celeſt, Farewell. Loe, yonder is your mother making hither. 
ward, 

HMelibea Friend Lacrecia,my loyall (cruant,& faithfull ſecretary, 
you haue heere ſeene, that I haue no power ouer my ſelfe ; and 
what I haue done, lies not in my hands to helpe ir. Loue hath made 
me priſoner to that Gentleman. I intreat thee (tor pittic ſake) that 
you will ſigne what you haue ſeene, with the ſeale of ſecreſy,where- 
by I may come to the enioying of ſo ſweera Loue - In requitall 
whereot, thou ſhalt be held by me, in that high regard as thy faith- 
full ſeruice deſerueth, 

Lucrecia, Madame, long afore this, I perceiued your wound,and 
ſounded your deſire: I did much pitty your torment ; tor, the more 
you ſought to hide from me the tire which did burne you,the more 
did rhote flames manifeſt themſelues1n the colour of your face, in 
the little quictneſſe of your heart, inthe reſileſnes of your members, 
in your toffing roand fro, in eating without any appetite, and in 
your vnablenefle to fleepe ; So that I did continually ſee from time 
ro time, as plainely as if I had beene within you, moſt manifeſt, and 
apparant {1gnes of your wreichad eſtate; but becauſe in that inſtant, 
when as will reigneth in thoſe whom we ſcrue, or a diſordivate ap- 
petite, it is hitting for vs that are ſeruants, to obey them with bo- 
diiy diligence , and not to checke and controle them with the Ar. 
titiciall counſels of the tongue, And therefore did I ſuffer with 


ER paine, | 
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Faine, held my peace with feare, concealed with fidelity, though I | 


alwaics held better ro vie ſharpe Counſell then ſmooth flattery, 
But ſ{ince that your Ladiſhip hath no other remedy for your reco- 
uerie, but either to die orto liue it is verymeete, that you ſhould 


' make choice of thar for the beſt, which in it (elſe is beſt. 
Aliſa, How now neighbour ? What's the matter wirh you, that | 


— — 


you are here thus day by day? 
Celeſna, I wanted yeſterday a little of my weight in the threed 

I !old, and now I am come (according tomy promiſe ) for to make 
t vp. Andnow that I have delivercd it, I am going away.Jove haue 
you in his good keeping. 

Aliſa. And you too, Daughter Melibea, what would this old 
woman haue ? 

Melibea. She would haue fold mea little ſublimated Mercury. 

Aliſa. 1 mary,l rather beleeue this, then that,which the old lewd 
Eag told me. Shee was afrayd, I would baue beene angry with her, 
and ſo ſhepop't me inthe mouth with a Lye, Daughter, take 
heede of her. For ſhee is an old crafty Foxe ; end as falſe as the 
divell, A whole Country can nor afford you ſuch another treache- 
rous huſwife. Take you heed therefore ( I ſay) of her, For, your 
cunninzand crafty theeues goe alwayes a prolling about yonr 
richeſt houſes. She knowes by her treaſons and falſe merchandize, 
how to change chaſte purpoſes. She cauſeth an ill report, bringerh 
2 bad name and fame vpon thoſe that haue any thing rodo with 
her. It he be but ſeenc to haue entred one houſe thrice, it is;inough 
to ingender ſuſpition, | 

Lucrecia, My old Ladies Counſell comes too late. 

Alta. 1 charge you ( Daughter ) vpon my bleſſing, and by that 


love which 1 beare vnto you, that if ſhe come hitther any more, | 


when I am our of the way, that you do not giue her any entertaine- 
ment, no manner of welcome, no, not ſomuch as to ſhew her any 
the leaſt countenance of liking, leſt ir ſhould incourage her to 
comeagaine. Ler her finde, that you ſtand vpon your honeſty and 
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reputation. And be you round and ſhort-with her in your anſwers, | 
and the will neuer come at you againe, Fortrue vertue is more | 


{earcd then a ſword. 


AMelthea- 1s (hee a blade ef that making ? 1s ſhee ſuch a whipſter? 


Is {ee oneof thoſe, you know what ? She {hall neuer come at mee 


more. And belceue me (Madame) I much toy in your good aduice, | 
andthar you haue ſo well inſtructed me, of whom I ought to be- | 


warc., 
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H THE ARGVMENT. 


ELESTIN A hauing taken her leaue of Melibea, goes 
mumbling ana tatking along the (treetes to ber ſelfe, Shee 
eſpiesSernpronio «nd Parmeno, who are going to Saint Marie 
Magdalcns to looke out ther Maſter Sernpronio, takes with 
Caliſto; In the meane while comes in Celeltina, They go all to | 
Caliſto's bouſe. Celeſtina aehmereth ber meſſage;aud the meanes 
for their meeting appointed by Melibea. In the mterim that Ce- 
| leftina and Caliſto are dſcourſing together, Sempronio aud 
 Parmeno fall a talking betweene themſelues; Celeftina rakes her | 
| | jeaue of Caliſto, and gets ber whome to ber owne houſe, She knocks 
| at the dpore; Elicia opens it unto her,They ſup , and then goe to 


| take their reſt. | 


| | INTERLOCVTORS. 


Celeftina, Sempromio. Caliſto, Parmeno. Elicia. 


Fr SERIF z/eſtina. O thrice happy day ! would I were at home 
| RF) with all my ioy, wherewith I goe laden, ButI fee 


LEES Parmeno and Sempronio going to the Mirtle-Grouc: I 
LY will after them . And if ] mcete with Cal:ſfo there, we 


| | S$-mpronino, Take heede, Sir,leit by your long ſtay, you give occa- 
| ſion of taike ro the world. For your honeſty haye a care,rhat you 
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Venus ſonne,to proſper and preferred him to the fauour & fruition 
of ſorne Miſtreſle? If you are oppreſt with paſſion, indure it at home 
| : in 
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in your owne hou ſe, that the world may nor perceiue it. Diſcouer | 
not your gtiefe vnto ſtrangers, {incethe drumme 1s in their hands, | 
who know beſt how to beate it: and your bufineſle in ker hands 
who knowes beſt how to manage it. 

Caliſio. In whoſe hands? 

Sempronio, In Celeſtina's? 

Celeſlina, Who is that names Celeft;na ? What ſaiſt thou of this 
flaue of Calo 5? I have cometrudging all along the Augur: ſtreet, 
to ſee if I could overtake you, I did put my beſt legge formoR,bur 
all would nordoe: the skirts of my Petticoate were fo long and did 
ſo often interfold rhemſelues betweene my feet, 

Caliſto. O thou ioy of the world ! thou caſe of my paſsions, 
thou relicuereſſe of my paine, my eyes looking-glaſſe, my hearr 
doth cuen exult for ioy, in beholding ſo honoured a preſence,an age 
ſo innobled with yeeres ; tell me, what is't thou comt with, what 
good newes dofſt thou bring ? For I ſee thou looklt cheerfully: And 
yet I know not of what tearmes my lite doth ſtand ; in what it con- 
ſiſteth, 

Celeſt, In my tongue, 

Caliſlo. What ſaiſt thou then ? Speake, thou that art my glory 
and comfort. Deliver it more at large vato mec, 

Celeftina, Sir, let vs firſt goe more priuately; and as wee goe 
home to your houſe, [ will tell youthat, which thall make you glad 
indeede, 

Parme, Brother, the old woman lookes mercily ; Sure, ſhee hath 
ſped well to day, 

Sempr. Soft, liſten what ſhee ſaies. 

Celeſtina, All this day, Sir, haue I bcene labouring in your buſi. 
neſſe, and hauc negleaecd other weighty and ſcrious affaires, which 
did much concerne mee : many doe [ ſuffer to liue in paine, onely 
thatI may yeeld you comfort. Beſides, I haue loſt more by it, then 
= are aware of, but farewell it. All is well loſt, fithence I have 

rovght my buſineſſe to ſo good an end : And heare you mee, for I 
will tell it you in few words (forT loue to be ſhort) Aelibea is who. 
ly at your feruice, 

Cai;ſty, O what doe] heare ? 

Celeſt, Nay, ſhee is more yours then her owne : more at your 
ſeruice and command, then of her father Pleberro, 

Califfo, Speake ſoftly (good mother) take heede what you ſay ; 
letnor my men heare you, leſt they ſhould call thee foole. Melibea 
is my miſtreſſe, Melibea is my deſire, Melibea is my lite, I am her ler- 
vant, I am he: flauc, 

Sempr. Good Sir,with this diftruſtfulneſſe of yours, with this vn- 
dervalewing of your felfe, you interſert ſuch doubts, as cut off Ce. | 
leſtina, inthe midſt of her diſcourſe; you would tire out a whole | 
world with your difordered,and confuſed interruptions. Why doe | 


| 
_ 


| 


you crofle & bleſſe your ſelte? Why do you keep ſucha wondring? | 
Ir 
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It were better you would give her ſome thing for her paines, Far 

theſe words are worthy betrer payment, and expect no /<{le at your 

hands. | | 
Caliſlo. Well haſt thou ſpoken, deare mother, I wot fall well, 


| that my ſtwall reward can no wates reward your paines; but in 


ſtead of a gowne and a kirtie (becauſe Trades- men ſhall nor ſhare 
with you) take this lictle chaine, pur it abovt your necke, and g9e 
on with your diſcourſe, and my 1o0y, 

Parm, Call you that a little chaine? Heard you him, Sexz- 
pronio? This Spend.thritt makes no reckoning of 1t ; but | aſſure 
you, L will not give my part thereof for halfe a Marke of gold, ict 
ber {are it never fo 11], 

Sempr . Peace, I ay, for ſhould my Maſter hauc over-heard you, 
you thould hauc bad worke cnough,to pacitie him,and to cure your 
{elſe ; So offended is healready with your continuall murmuring, 
As yuu loue me (brother) heare, and hoid your pcace ; for to this 
cad, thou haſt twoczres, and but one tongue. 

Parm. tie hath hang'd himſcife ſo faſt ro that old womans mouth, 
that hee is both deafe,dumbe and blind, like a body withour a ſoule, 
or a bel! without a clapper ; inſomuch, thar if wee ſhould pointe 
at him ſcornefully with our fingers, he would ſay, W< lifted vpour 
hands to heauen, imploring his happy ſucceſle in his Joue. 

Sempr. Peace,hearken, liſten well vnto Celeſtina. On my ſoule, 
ſhee deſerues it all, and more too, had hee giucn it her, She ſpeakes 
wonders, 

Celejt. Noble Caliſto, to ſuch a poore weake old woman as my 
ſelte, you haue ſhewed your ſelfe exceeding franke and liberall;bur 
as cucry gift is eſteemed great,or lirtle, in regard of him that giues 
it , I will not therefore compare therewith my ſmall deſerr, 
which it ſurpaſſeth borh in qualitic and quanritie ; but rather mea- 
ſure it with your magnificence, before which it is nothing. [n re- 
_ whereof, I reſtore vnto thee thy health, which was vpon lo- 

ing; thy heart, which was vpon fainting ; and thy wits, which 
were vpcn turning, Aelrbes is pained more tor you, then you for 
her ; Meltbea loues you, and deliresto fee you : cAMelibea ſpends 
more houres in thinking vpon you, then on her {clfe : c21clibea 


| calls her ſelfe thine ; and this ſhee holds as a Title of libertic, and 


; with this, ſhee allayes that fire, which burnes more in her, then thy 
{c] te, 


Ca'iſio. You my ſeruants; Am I heere? Heare I this ? Looke 


| whether lam awake or not? Is it day,or isit night 2 O thou great 
God of heauen, I beſcech thee, this may not prooue a dreame z 


Sure, I dce not fleepe / mee thinkes I am fully awake. Tellmee, | 
mother,doſt thou make ſport with mee,in paying me with words ? 
Feare nothing, butrtell mee the truth; for thy going toand tro 
deſerueth a great deale more chen this. 
Celeſt, The heart, that is wounded with deſire, neucr entertain- 
eth | 
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eth good newes for certaine z nor bad for doubrfull. Bur whether I | 
ieſt,-orno; your felfe ſhall ſee, by going this night to her houſe | 
(her (elfe hauing agreed with mee about the time) appointing you | 
co be juſt there as the clocke ſtrikes twelve,thar you may talke toge- 

ther thorow the chinks of the doore;ztrom whoſe owne mouth, you | 
ſhall fully know my ſollicirude, and her deſire, and the love which - 
{hee beares vato you , and who hath cauſcd it, 
| Caliſto. Iris enough ; Isir poſsible, I ould hope for fo greata | 
| happinefſe > Can fo great a bleſſing light vpon Caliſto > 1 dyerill 
! that houre come. I am not capable of ſo great a glory, [ doe nor de- 
| ſerue fo great a fauour, nor am I worthy to ſpeake with fo taire a 
Lady, who of her owne free-will, ſhould affoord mee fo great a 

race. 
Y Celeft, Thaue often heard, that it is harder to ſuffer proſperous, 


then aducrſe fortune , becauſe the one hath neuer any quierude,and 
the other till raketh comfort. Ir is ſtrange, Sir, that you will not 
conſider who you are, nor the time that you haue ſpent in her ſer- 
uice; northe perſon, whome you haue madeto be your meanes - | 
And likewiſe, that hitherto,thou haſt cuer beene in doubt of hauing 
her, and yet didfi ſtill endure all with patietce; and now, that 
I doe certifie vnto thee the end of thy torment, wilt thou put an 
end to thy life 2 Conſider, conſider, I pray, with thy felfe, that 
Celeſtina is on thy ſide z andthatalthough all ſhould be wanting vn- 
to thee, which in a Louer wereto be required,l would fell thee for | 
the mcſtcomplere gallant of the world ; for I would make for thee 
mountaines ot moſt craggy rocks,togrow plaine,and fmooth, Nay, 
more,lI would make thee goe to thorow the deepeſt channell,vr the 
kigheſt ſwelling ſea, without wetting of thy foot: you know not on 
| whom you haue beſtowed your Largeſle, 

Califlo. Remember your ſelfe, mother, did you not tell me,thar 
ſhee would come to mee of her owne accord ? | 

Celeſtina. Yes, and that vpon her very knees, 
| Sempr. Pray heauen it benota falſealarme ; one thing rumord, | 
' another purpoled : Ir maybea falſe fire-worke, to blow vs all vp, 
| I feare mee, it is a falſe traine, a made match,and a trappe tb 
| ly ſer tocatch vs all, Berhinke your felfe, mother, that ſo men vſe 
| to giue crooked pinnes wrapt vp in waund on, array pilles roll'd 
| vp in Suger, that they may nor be ſcene and perceiued, 
| Parmenso. I never heard thee ſpeake better in my life: the ſudden 
| yeelding of this Lady,and her fo yo conſenting to all that Cele- 
| tinawould hauc her, ingendersa ſtrong ſuſpition within mee; and 
makes me to feare, that deceiuing our will with her ſweet and ready 
words,ſhe will rob vs on the wrang fide,as your Gypſies vſe rodoc, 
when they looke in our hands torell vs our fortunes, Beſides, mo- | 
ther, it isan old ſaying : that with faire words, many wrongs are 
reyenged : and the countertet ſtalking horſe, which is made but of | 
Canuaſſe, with his diſſembled gate, and the alluring ſound of the 

| S tinck- 
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tinckling of a bell, drives the Partridges into the net : che ſongs of | 
the Syrens deceiue the ſimple Mariner with the {weerenefle of ' 
their voices: Euen ſo, fhee with her exceeding kindnefle, and (ud. | 
den conceſſion of her Icue, will feaze hand-ſmooth on a whole 
droue of vs at once, and purge her innocency with Cal:ſto's ho. 
| nour, and our deaths : Being like heerein to the teatling Lambe, 
| which ſuckes both her damm's tear, and that of another Ewe. 
| Shee by ſecuring vs, will be reuchged both of Caliſ7s, and all of vs ; | 
ſv that with the great number of people which they have in the | 
' houſe, they may catch both the old ones and the young.one to- | 
gether in theneſt, whileſt ſhee ſhrugging and rubbing her lelfe by 
the fire ſide, may ſafely ſay, Hee 1s out of gun-ſhor, that rings che 
bell co the bartell. 

Califo, Peace, you Knaues, you Villaines, you ſuſpitious Raſ- 
calls, will you make mee belecue that Angels can doe ought that 
is ill? Jrell you, Metibea is but a diſſembled Angell, that lives 
heere amongſt vs. 

Sempro, Whet? will you ſtill play the Hereticke ? Harken to 
him, Parmexo; but take thou no care at all ; let it not trouble thee, 
For, if there be any double dealing,or that the play proue foule, he 
ſhall pay for all; tor our feete be good, and wee will betake vs to 
our heeles. 

Celeſtina, Sir, you are inthe right, and theſe in the wrong ; 0- 
uer-ladipg their thoughts with vaine ſuſpitiens and icalouſies; I 
| hauedone all that I was inioyned: and fo I leaue you to your ioyes, 

Good Angels defend you and dire& you : as for my ſelte, I am 
very well {atisfed, And if you ſhall haue further occaſion to vſe 
mee, eyther in this particular, or any thing ele, you ſhall inde mec 
euer ready to doe you the beſt {eruice I can. | 
Parmeno, Ha, ha, he. 
Sempronio. I pray thee, why doſt thou laugh ? 
Parme. To ce whathaſte the old Trot makes to ve gone : thee 
 thinkeseuery houre a vecre, till ſhee be gonecleare away with the 
chaine; ſhe cannot perſwade her ſelfe, that it is as yet {ure inough 
 inher bands, for ſhee knowes, that ſheeis as little worthy of that | 
chaine, as Calſ'o is of his Melibea, 
| Sempr. What would youhaue ſuch an old whorith Bawd as ſhe, | 
| todoe? who knowes and vnderſtands that whick wee filence and 
; keepe ſecret, and vſcth to patch vp ſeven Virginittes at aclap for 
; two pieces of Siluer: And now, that thee ices her ſelfe to be laden | 
| withgold, what, I ſay, would you haue her to doe, but to make it | 
| ſafe and ſure, by taking poſſeſhon thereof, for teare leſt hee ſhould ' 
' rake it from her againe,after that hee hath had his deſire? Bur let vs ; 
bewarc of the Diuell, and take heede that wee goe not together by | 
che cares, when wee come to deuide the ſpoyle. » | 
Caliſto, Mother, fare you well, I will lay mee downeto fleepe, | 
ind relt my ſelfe a while, that I may redeemethe nights paſt, md 
ſatisfie | 
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| ſatisfie the better for that, which is to come, 
| Cleſtina. Tha, ta, ta, 
Elicia, Who knockes ? 
Cel:liva, Daughter Elia, open the doore, 
Elicia, How chance you come fo late? It 1$not weil done of you 
; (being an old woman, as you are) for you may hap to ſtumole, 
, where you may fo fall, that ir may be your death, 
' _ Celeſt. 1 feare not that (wench:) For | contultwith my ſelfe in 
. thevay, which way Iihall goe in the night, for 1 neuvr goe ucere 
; any bridge, bench, pit or Cauſey : tor (as it is inthe Proverbe ) 
' Re goes tot ſafe, nor never (hall, who goes too cloſe vinto the wal: 
| 4nd hee goes {i11l moſt ſafe and {cund, whole {teps are plaſte on 
plaineſt ground : 8nd I had rather foule my ſhoocs with durt, then 
| be-bloody my Kerchiete at euery walls corner, But does it not 
grieue thee tbe heere ? 

Elicia, Why ſhould it grieve mce ? 

Celeſt. Becauſe the company [ left heere with you, is gone, and 
you are all alune, 

Elicia, It is ſome foure houres agoe, fince they went hence ; and 
would you haue mce to thinke on that now ? 

Celeft. Indced rhe ſooner they left you, the more reaſon you had 
to thinke thereon ; bur let vs leaueto talke of their ſpeedy going, 
; and of my long ſtaying, and let vs firſt prouide for our ſupper, and 
| then for our ſleepe, 
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| THE ARGYMENT. 


| Ianight being come, Caliſto, Sempronio, @ud Parmeno, 
| being well srmed,goe towaras the houſe of Melibea.Lucrecia 
and Melibea ſtand at the doore, watching for Caliſto. Caliſto 
| Comer Lucrecia fir? /peakes vnto bum ; (he calls Melibca, Lu- 
\ Crecia goes aſide; Melibea and Caliſto ralke together, the doore 
bemg betwixt them; Parmeno and Sempronio witharaw 
themſelues a little wares off, They heare ſome people commmg 4a- 
| long the (treet; they prepare themſelues for flight, Caliſto takes hu 
| /eaue of Melibea, leaumg order for bus returne the next night fol- 
| S 2 lowing, 
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/xwmg; Pleberio awakened with the noiſe which he heard m the | 
. ſtreet, calls to hs wife Alifa ; they acke of Melibeawbo that was, | 
that walg't vp and aoWwne in ber chamber? Miclibea anſwers her | 
{ather, by fammg ſhe was athirſt, Caliſto with his ſeruants, goe 
' tathm bome to bis houſe. Being come home, he lates him downe to 
 [ſzepe ; Parmenoand Sempronio goe 79 Celeſtina's bouſeyzhey 
| demand their (hare of ber parnes; Celeſtina ai,ſembles the matter, 
, they fall a wrangling; they lay hands on Celeſtina, they murther 


ber, Elicia cryes out; the Inflice comes,and apprehends themboth. 


| INTERLOCVTORS. 


| Caliſto, Lucrecta, Melibea, Parmeno, Sempromo, Pleberio, 
| Aliſa, Celeftma, Elicaa. 


F1Alito. Sirs, what's a clock 2 
Sempr. it ſtrooke now tenne, 

! Ca/;//o, O how ftdiſcontents me, to ſee ſeruants 
lo wretchlefle!Of my much mindtulnefle for this 
nights meeting, and your much vamindfulneſle, 
and extreme careleſneſſe, there might have been 
had ſome indifferent both remembrance, and 
care; how inconfiderately (knowing how much it importerh mee, 
to becither renne or eleven) doſt thou anſwer mee at hap-hazard, 
with that which comes firſt to mouth > O vnhappyI, it by chance 
I hal ouerſlepr my felte ! and my demand had depended on the an- | 
{wer of Semproxio,to make of clever,ten; an! of twelue , bur cleucn e | 
AMeclibea might have come forth ; I kad not gone out; and thee | 
returned backe: fo that, neither my miſery ſhould haue had an end, | 

' ner my deſire have raken effet. And therefore it is not ſaid wm | 
vaine, Thit anorier mans harme hangs but by one hairc,no man 
caring whether lice ſinke or ſwimme. 

Scrapr, Me thinks 1tisas great an crrour in a man, to aske what 
ce kuowes, as to anſwer to what hee knowes nor. Ir were better | 
(Sir) tharwe ſhould ſpend this houre that remaineth, in preparing | 
weapons, then in propounding queltons, 

Cal:ſfo, Thefoo!e faies well] would not at ſuch atime receive a | 

_ Cif1 leafure, I willnot thinke ont that which may be, but on that 

| which hath beenez not onthe barme which may ariſe by his negli- | 

-£1icc, but cn the good which may come by my carefulneſie, I will | 

inc leafure to my anger, and will either quite diſmiſſeir, or force | 

t tO be more remille, Parymens, Take downe my Corllcts,and arme | 


-curſclucs,fo ſhall we goe the ſafer: For it isin the Prouerbe, Halte 
the 
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the battell is then waged, when aman 1s wel! prepared, 

Parm. Lo, Sir, hcerethey bee. 

Caliſto. Come helpe mee heerc to put them on. Doe you looke 
on,Serzpronis, and ſee if any body be (tirring in the ſireer, 

Sempr. Sir, 1 ſee not any, and though there were, yet the darke. 
nefle of the night is ſuch, and ſo grear, that it is impoſſible tor any 
that ſhall meet vs, either to ſee or know vs. 

Caliſio. Let vsalong then, Heere, my maſters, this way ; for 
though it be ſomewhat about, yer is it the more priuate way, and 
the lefſer frequented, Now itſtrikes twelue, agood houre, 

Parme, Weeare neere vato the place. 


Caliſlo, Weeare come in very good time. Goethou, Parmeno, 


and peepe inat the dore, to ſee it that Lady be come or no ? 


Parmeno. Who, I, Sir? God forbid, that I ſhould marre thar | 


which | ncuer made, Much better were it (Sir) that your preſence 
ſhould be her firſt incounter, leſt in ſeeing mee, {hee {hould be mo- 


ucd toanger, 1n ſeeing ſo many acquainted with that, which the fo | 
ſecretly defires to be done, and vndergceth with (o great feare : as | 


alſo, becauſe ſhe may haply imagine that you mocke her, 


Caliſts. O how well halt thou ſpoken ! thou haſt given mee my | 


life, by giuing mee this ſound aquice; for there needeth nothing 
more to beare me home dead to my houſe, then that ſhe through my 
improuidence, ſhould have gone her waies backe : I will goe thi- 
ther my {clte, and doe you ſtay heere, 


Parnicuo. WW hat doſt thou thinke (Sempronio) of the foole our | 


Maſter, who thought to haue made me to be his Target, for tore- 
ceivethe incounter of this firſt danger > What doe 1 know, who 
ſtands betweene or behind the dores 2 VVhat know I if chere be a- 
ny treaſon intended, or no? Whatcan Itell,wherher Melhea haue 
plorted this, tocry quittance with our Maſter,for this his greatpre- 


—— — — 


ſumption? Befides, wee are not ſure, whether the od Trot told | 
himtruch or no. Thou knowſtnot, Parmeno, bow to ſpeake, T liy | 
lite ſhall be taken from thee, and thou ne'r the wiſer tor it : thy | 


ſoule ſhall be ler forth,8 thou not know who was he that did it, Do 


ot thou turne flatterer, nor ſooth vpthy Maſter 1n cuery thing, 


that he would haue thee, and then thou ſhalt neuer haue cauſe ro 
weepe for other mens woes, or to mourne forothers miſeries, Doc 
tu not follow Celeſtina's counſell in that which is firand conveni- 
er.t {or thee, and thou wert as good goe breake thy neck blind-told. 
Guc on with thy good perſwations, and fairhfull admonirions, and 
rhou ſhalt bee well cudgell'd tor thy labour, Turne the leate 
now nv more, leſt thou be forced to bid the world good night, be- 
fore thou be willing to leaue it. Iwill ſolemnize this as my birth- 

:lay,firceI have eſcaped ſo great a danger, | 
Sempr. Huth, I ſay, ſoftly (Parmens) ſoftly. Doe not you keepe 
{ach a leaping and skipping, nor for ioy make ſuch a no1te, leſt you 

-may hap to be heard, 

Parmeno. 
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Parmeno, Content your ſelfe (brother) hold your peace,l pray, 
| for I cannot contarine my ſelte for very ioy, tothinke, tha* I ſhouid | 
wake him bcleeue, that it was moſt ft for him ts goe ro the deore; | 
 whenas indeed, 19id onely put him on, becauſe [ held ir ficteſt for 

mine owne {afery. Who could ever haue brought a buſincfle more 
\ han{{omely about for his owne good, then T my feite have done ? 
Thou ſhalt ſce mee doe many ſuch things, if thou ſhalt heerafter 

bur obſcrve mee, which eucry man {hall not know of, as well to- 
' wards Cal:;{o kimelfe,as all rhoſe who thall any way mter-meddle, 
; or interpGie themſelues in this butineſſe, For, ] am allured that this 
Dam{cll is but the baite to this hooke, whereat hee mult hang him- 
{elfe : or that fleſh which is throwne out to Vultures, whercot hee 
that cate-h, is ſure to pay ſoundly for it, 

Semp, Letthis paſſe, ne'r trouble thy head with theſe icaloulies, 
and 1u{pitious of thine, no, though they thould happen to be true, 
But prepare thy icifc, and like a tall ſouldier, be in readineffe vpon 
the tirft Alarme,or word giuen,to berakethee to thy heeles.Do like | 
the men of /illa-Diezo, whobeing beſieged, ranne away by night, 
with their Breeches 1n their hands, 

Parmeno. Wee haueread both in one booke, and arc both of the 
ſame mind;l haue not only their Breeches,bur their light cafie Buſ- 
kirs, that] may runne away thenimbler,and out-ſtrip my fellowes, 
And Iam glad (good brother) thar thou haſt aduiled mee to that, 
which otherwiſe, even tor very ſhame, and fearc of thee, I ſhould 
neuer have done ; as for our Maſter, it he chance to be heard, or 0- 
therwile dilcoucred, he will never c{cape,] teare mee, the hands of 
Pleberio's people; whereby hee may heereafter demand of vs, how 
wee beha u'd our ſelves in his defence, or that he ſhall cuer be able 
ro accuſe vs, that wee cowardly forſooke him. 

Semp, O my friend (Parmeno) how good and ioyfuila thing is it, 
' forfeliowes and companions to live rogether in loue and vnity ! 
And though Cele/tina ſhould prooue goo tovs in no other thing, 
ſaue onely this; yet in this alone hath thee done vs ſeruice enough, 
and deſerucd very well at our hands, 

Parmeno. No man can deny thar, which in ic ſelfe is manifeft, Tt 
| 15 apparant, that we tor modeſtics ſake, and ':ccaule wee would not 
| bebranded with the hatefull name of cowarcize, wee itard heere, | 
expecting together with our Maſter ,no lefie then death,though we 
d1d not ſo much deſerve itas he did, 

Sempr, HMilibea ſhould be come, Harke, mce thinkes I heare 
them winſpering cach to other, 

Parm, | feare rather that it isnot (hee, bur ſome one that coun- 
terfayres her voyce. 

S-mpr Heavens defend vs from the hands of Traytours ; I pray 
God, tizey haue not betaken themſelue+ to that ftreet thorow which 
we were reſ-lued to flve, Forl feare nothing elſe bur thar. 

Ca/rſio, ihis ſtirring and murmur which lT feare, is not of one 
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ſingle perſon alone. Yet will I ſpeake, come, what will come, or 
be who as will berhere. Madame ; Miſtreſle, be vou there ? 
Lucrecia, If I be not deceived this is Caliſto's voyce. But for the 


wore ſurety, [ will goe a little neerer, Who is that that ſpeakes? | 


Who is there without ? 
Cali(to. He that is come addrefled to your command. 
Lucrecig, Madame, why come you not ? Come hither, I ſay, 
be not afraid,for heere is the Gentleman you wot of, 
Mel:bea, Speake ſoftly (you foole.) Marke him well, that you 
may be ſure it 15 hee, 
Lucrecia, Come hither I cell you, it is hee, I know him by his 


' VOICE, 


| 


Cal:ſio, 1 feare mee, I am deluded, it was not Melibea that ſpake 


| vnto me, [ heare ſome whiſpering z 1 am vndone. Bur liue or dye, 


, 
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I hauc not the power to be gone, 

eMelibea. Lucrecia, goe a little aſide ; and giue mee leave to call 
_ him: Sir, what is your name > Vho willed you to come hi- 
ther, 

Califto. She that is worthy to command all the world, ſhe whom 
I may not merit to ferue. Let not your Ladiſhip feare to diſcouer 
her {clfe ro this Captiue of your gentle diſpoſition ; for the ſweere 
ſound of thoſe your words, which ſhall never fall from my cares, 
giue mc aflurance that you are that Lady Mejbes, whom my heart 
ayorerh ; ! am your (cruant Caliſts. 

Melibea, The firange and excefline boldneſſe of thy meſſages, 


; hath inforced me (Calsto) roſpeake with thee ; who hauing al- 


; ready receiued my anſiver to-your reaſons, [ know not what you 
; may imagine toget more out of my loue, then what 1 then made 


knowne vnto you. Banith therefore from thee, thoſe vaine and foo. 


| liſhrhoughts, tharboth my honour and my perſon may be ſecured 
; from any hurt they may recciue by an il] ſuſpition. For which pur- 
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poſe, lam come hither to rake order for your diſpatch, and my 

quietneffſe, Doe nor, | beſeech you, pur my good name and repu- 

ration vpon the ballance of back-biting and detrracting tongues. 
Caliſia, To hearts prepared with a ſtrong and dauntlefle refoluti- 


! 


cn againſt all aduer{ities wharſoeuer, nothing can happen vnto | 


chem, that ſhall early be ablero ſhake rhe ſtrength of their wall, 
But that yphappy man, who weaponleſle, and difarmed, not thin- 


king vpon any deceit or Ambuſcado, puts himſelfe within the | 


dores of your ſafe-cendutt and proreRion,whatſocuer in ſuch acaſc 
falls out contrary to my expetation,it cannot in all reafon bur tor- 
ment ie,and pierce thorow the very ſoule of me, breaking all thoſe 
Magazincsand ſtorchouſes,wherein this {weet newes was laid vp.O 
miſerable and vntortunare Calzffo! O, how haſt thou beene mocked 
and deluded by thy ſeruants ! Othou coozening and deceirfull Cele- 
ina, thou mightit ar leaſt have let mealone,and giuen me leauero 


dyc, aad not gone about to reujtue my hope, toadde thereto more 
fuell 
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| fuellto the fire, which already doth ſufficiently waſte and conſume 
| me. Why didſi thou falſifie this my Ladies m=fage ? Why haſt 
thou thus with thy tongue giuen caule to my deſpaire,and viter vn- 
doing: Why didft thou command mce to come hither > Was it 


. 


| that | might receive diſgrace, interdition, difidence, and hatred, 
| from noother mouth, bur that which keepes the keyes of my perdi- 
tion, or happineſle? O thou enemy to my good ! Didſt not thou 
tell mee, that this my Lady would be fauourable, and gracious vn- 
cromec; Did{tnor thou tell mee, that of her owne accord, {hee had 
commanded this her captive to come to this very place, where 
now I am ? Notto baniſh mee afreſh from her preſence, buttore- 
peale that baniſhment, whereunto ſhee had ſentencefl mee by her 
former command ? Miſerable that Iam, whom ſhall I cruſt, or in 
whom may I hope to find any faith?VVhere is truth to be had?Who 
is voyde of deceit 2 V\ here doth not falſehood dwell? Whoys he 
thatſhewes himſelfe an openenemy ? or who is he that ſhewes him- 
{elfe a faithfull friend > Vhere is that place, wherein treaſon is not 
wrought? Who, I fay durlt treſpalle ſomuch vpon my patience,as 
to gine me ſuch cruell hope of deſtruction ! 

Mclibea, Ceaſe (good Sir) your true and tuſt complaints, For 
neither my heart is able to endure it, nor mine eyes any longer to 
diſſemble ir; thou weepeſt out of griefe, iudging mecruell , and 1 
weep out of ioy,ſ{ceing thee ſo faichfull, O,my deareſt Lord and my 
lifes whole happineſſe ; how much more pleaſing would it be vnto 
me,to ſce thy face, ghen to heare thy voyce! Bur fithence that at this 
preſent we cannot inioy each other as wee would, take thou the al. 
{1gncment, and ſcale of thoſe words, which I ſent vnto thee, writ- 
ten, and ingroſſed in the tongue of that thy diligent and carefull 
meſſenger. All chat which I then ſaid,I doc heere anew confirme, 
I acknowledge it as my Dcede, and hold the Aſſurance I have 
made thee, to be good and perfe&, Good Sir, doe not you weepe; 
| dry vp your teares, and diſpoſe of mee as you pleaſe, 

; Caliſte. © _——_ Lady ! Hope of my glory ; Eafereſſe of wy 
; Paine, and rmy hearts ioy : Whac tongue can be ſufficient to giue 
thee thankes, that may equall his ſo extraordinary and incompara- 
ble a kindneſſe ; which 1n this inſtant of fo great and extreme a 
ſorrow, thou halt bin willing toconferre vpon me; in being willin 
(I fay) that one ſo meane, and voworthy as my ſelfe, ſhould be by 
thee inabled tothe injoying of thy ſweeteſt loue;whereof,although 
I was cucrmore moſt deſirous, yet did Lalwaics deeme my ſelfe vn. 
worthy thereof, weighing rhy greacneſſe, conſidering thy eſtate, 
Geholding thy perfection, contemplating thy beauty, and looking 
into my {mall merit, and thy greatworth ; belides,other thy ſingu- 
lar graces, thy commendable, and well-knowne vertues ? Againe ; 
{ Othougreat Sod, how can I be vogratetull vnto thee,who fo mira. 
culouſly haſt wrought for mec ſo great and ſtrange wonders? O, 
how long agoe did I entcrtaine this thought in my heart, and as a' 


thing - 
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thing impoſlible, repeſd it from my memory, vntillnow, that the 


bright beames of thy moſt cleare ſhining countenance, gaue light 
veto my eyes, inflamed my heart, awakened my tongue, inlarged 
my deſert abridged my cowardize, vowreathed my (hrunke. vp ipi- 
rits, reinforced my ſtrength, pur life and merall into my hands and 
feer ; and ina werd, infuſed fucha ſpirit of boldneſſe into me, that 
they haue borne me vp by their power, vnto this higheſtate, wherin 
(with happineſle)I now behold my ſelfe, in hearing this thy ſweer. 


; pleaſing voyce;which if I had notheertofore knowne,and ſented out 


the ſweet and wholſome ſauour of thy words, I ſhould bardly haue 


| beleeued they would haue been without deceit. But now, that I am 


—— 


| 


| viewand looke vpon my ſelfe,to ſee whether I am that ſame Caliſfto, 


| was begunne in an vnlucky houre; it you will goe, goc;for 
 heereno longer, 
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well aflured of thy pure and noble, both bloud and actions, I ſtand 
amazed at the gaze of my good, and with a ſtricter eye, beginne to 


whom ſo great a bleſſing hath befalne ? 

Melibea. Caliſto ; Thy great worth, thy ſingular graces, and 
thy nobleneſſe of birth, haue (euer fince I had true notice of thee) 
wrought ſocffectually with'mee, that my heart hath nor fo much as 
one moment bin abſent from thee. And although (now theſe many 
dayes) I haue ſtroue, and ſiroue againe ro diſlemble ir, yer could 
I not ſo ſmother my thoughts, bur that as ſoone as that Woman 
returned thy fweetname vnto my remembrance, I diſcovered my 
defire, and appointed our meeting, at this very place and time: 
Where, I beſeech thee to rake order for the diſpoſing of my perſon, 
according to thine ownegood will and pleaſure; 'Cheſedoores de- 
barrevsof our ioy, whole ſtrong locks and barres I curſe, as alſo 
mine owne weake ſtrength, For were I ſtronger, and they weaker, 


\ neither ſhouldſi thou be diſpleaſed, nor I diſcontented. 


Califlh, What (Madame) is it your pleaſure, that I ſhould ſuf- 


 ferapaltry pieceof wood ro hinder our ioy ? Neuer did I conceiue, 


that anything, ſaue thine owne will, could poſlibly hinder vs. O 
troubleſome and ſport-hindring doores,I earneſtly detire, thac you 
may be butned withas great a fire, as the torment is great, which 
you giue me ; for then the third part thereot would be ſuthcientto 
conſume you to aſhes ina moment.Giue me leaue({weet Lady )thar 
I may call my fcruants, and command them to breake them open, 

Parme- Harke, harke (Sempronio) Heareſt thou not what he fates? 


| He is comming to ſecke after vs 3 wee ſhall make a badde yeere of 
it, weſhallrunne into a pecke of troubles, I tell yourruely, I like 


not of-his comming, This loue of theirs, I verily pet{wade a: 
y 


Sempr. Peace, harke ; ſheewill aot conſent wee come: 

Melibea. VVhart meanes my Louc > Will you vndoe me ? Will 
you weund my reputation ? Giue not your wi!) the reines : your 
hope is certaine,and the time ſhort:euen as ſoone as your lelfe ſhall 
appoint it, Feſides,your paine is ſingle ou double:yours for your 


ſelte,. 
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ſeife, mine for vs both : you onely feele your owne griete,l both 
your own and mine, Content your telte therefore, and come you to 
morrow at this very houre, and let your way be by the wall of my 
garden ; tor if,you ſhould now breake downe theie cruell doores, 
tough haply wee ſhould not be preſently heard, yet to morrow 


| morning there would ariſe in my fathers houſe a terrible ſuſpition 
of my crrour : and you know,belides, that by ſo much the greater 
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- 15rheerrour, by how much the greater is the party that erreth: And 
inthe -urning of a hand, will be noyſed thorow the whole City, 


£-;97. In an ynfortunate houre came we hither thisnight ;- we 
thall ſtay heere,till the day hath ouertaken vs, it our maſter goe on 
ti:us leyſ{urcly,and make no more haſte, And albeit fortune hath hi- 
therto well befriended vs inthis buſineſſe; yer I feare me, if we 
itay oucriong, we ſhall be overheard, either by {ome of Pleberto's 
bouthold, or of his neighbours. 
Par. I would have had thee bin gone 2,houres ago;for hewil never 
ive oucr, bur ſtil find ſome occation to continue his diſcourſe. 
Califto, My deare Lady, my ioyand happineſle; why doſt thou 
file this an error, which was granced vnto me by the Deſtinies; and 
ſeconded by Cypid himſeite, to my petitionsin the Mirtle-Groue ? 
Parme, Caliſtotalkes idly, ſurely, he 1s not well in his wits, I am 
of the belicte(brother)that he is not ſo deuour. T hat which that old 
traiterous Trot, with her peſtiferous Sorceries hath compaſſed 


and brought about, he ſticks not to ſay, that the Deſtinies haue 
| granted, and wrought for him : and with this confidence, he would 


| aduenture to breake ope theſe doores 3 who ſhall no ſooner haue 


given the firſt ſtroke, but that preſently he will be heard, and raken 
by her fathers ſeruants, who lodge hard by. 

Sempr, Feare nothing (Parmeno)tor weare farre inough off, And 
vpon the very firſt noyſe that we heare, we will berake vs ſtraight 


' tooOur heeles,and make our flight our beſt defence, Let him alone, 


let him take his courſe, for it he doe 11}, he (hall pay for it. 
Parm. Weli haſt thou ſpoken;thou knowlſt ary mind,as well as if 
thou hadſt bin within me. Be it as thou haſt ſaid ; ler vs thun death; 


\ forwearc both voung; and not todelire tro dye, nor to kill, is not 
' cowaidize, but a naturall goodnefle, Pleberis's followers, they are 


bur fuoles and mad-men, they haue not that minde to their meate 


 andrhlicir fleep,as they haue to be brabbling and quarre!jing. What 


——— = 


— 


fooles then thould we be,to fall together by the eares with ſuchene- 
mies, who doe nor ſo much affet Victory and Conqueſt, as conti- 
nuall Warre, and cnaleilſe captention ? O, if thou didſt but ſee 
(orother) in what poſture I ſtand, thou would(t be ready to burit 
with laughing. Iitand {ideling, mv legs abroad, my left toate for. 
moft, ready tatake the fart ; the skirts of my Caſſocke tuckt vnder 
my girele, my Buckler clapt cloſe to my arme, that it may not 
hinder me; and I verily belceue, that 1 ſhould out-runne the ſwit- 
eſt Buck ; ſo monſtroully ary I afraid of ſtaying hcere. 

Sempr. 
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Buckler both together, that they may not fall from me when I run; 
and haue clapt my Caske in the cape of my cloake, | 
Parme, Fut the ſtones you had 1n it, What haſt thou done with 


| them ? 


Sempronio. I ſtand better; for I have bound my Sword and | 


| Sempro. I haue turn'd them all out, that I might goe the lighter, | 


for I have inough to doe tocarry this Corſlet, which your impor. | 


| tunity made me put on ; for I could haue been very well content to 
| haue left ir off, becauſe I thoght it would be too heauy for me, when 

I ſhould runne away. Harke, harke, heareft thou Parmens ? the bu- 
| {inefſe goes il with vsz wee arc butdead men. Pur on, away, be 
| £Ore, make towards Celeſtina's houſe, that we may not be cut off, 
by betaking vs to our owne houle, 

Parmeno. Flye, flye,you rurne too flowly, Paſsion of me,ifthey 
!hould chance to ouertake vs, Throw away thy Buckler and all, 

Sempr. Haue they kild oux Maſter ? Can you tell ? 

; Parmeno. I know not. Say nothing to mee, Ipray ; Runne, and 
' told your peace ; as for him, he 1sthe leaſt of my care, 

Sempronio. Zit, Zit, Parmeng, not a word ; tutne,and be ſtill; for 
it isnOthing but the A/guazills men,who makea noyle as they paſle 
thorow this other ſtreer, 

Parme, Take your eyes in your hand, and ſee you be ſure, Truſt 
{ not ſay,too much to thoſeeyes of yours;they may mittake, taking 
one thing for another ; they hauenot lett mee onedrop of bloud in 
my body. Death had e'n almoſt ſwallowed me vp ; for me thought 
ſi]l asI ranne, they were cutting and carbonading my ſhoulders, 
I never in my life remember, that I was inthe like feare, or cuer 
ſaw my (elfe in the like danger ofan affront,though I haue gone ma- 
ny a time thorow other mens houſes, and thorow places of much 
peril], and lard co paſſe, Nine yeeres was [ ſeruant to Guadaluppe, 
and a thouſand times my felfe and others were at bufters, cutting 
one another for life, yet wasl neuer in that feare of death, as now, 

Sempronio, And did not(Ipray) ſerue at Saint Michaels ? and 
mine Hoſt inthe Market-place > and Molleias the gardiner ; I alſo 
(I tro) was at fiſty-cuffes with thoſe which threw ſtoncs ar the Spar- 
rowes,and other the like birds,which ſate vpon agreen Popler that 
we had, becauſe with their ſtones, they did ſpoile the hearbes in 
the garden ; Burt God keepe thee, and encry good man from the 
ſight of ſuch weapons as theſe : theſe are ſhrewd tooles; this is true 
feare indecde : and therefore it is not ſaid in vainez Laden with I- 
ron, laden with feare, Turne, turne backe ; for it is the A/2nazul!, 
that's certaine, | 

Melibea, What noyle is that (Califfo) which I hearc in the ſtreet! 
It ſcemes tobe the noiſe of ſome that flye and are purſued; fcr 
your owne ſake and mine,bauec a care of your {elfe , I teare me, you 
{tand in danger. 

Caliſlo, lwarrant you, Madame, feare = nothing;tor I ſtand on a 

2 late- 
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| ſafegard. They ſhould be my men, who are madcaps, and difarme 
as many as patle by them;and belike, ſome one hath eſcapt them, af- 
ice whom they haſten, 

Melibea. Are they many, that you brought ? 

Ca/ijlo, No (Madame) no more bur two; but ſhould halle a do- 
| zen {er vpon them, they would not be Jong in difarming chem, and 
| make them flye;they are ſucha couple of rall luſty tellowes; they are 
' men of true 34nd well approued metall ; choyce lads {or the nonſte; 
| for I come not hither with a fire of ſtfaw, which is no ſooner in,bur 
' out. And wereit not inregard of your honour, they ſhould haue 
Oraken theſe doores in pieces ; and in caſe we had been heard, they 
{hould have freed borh your ſel: and me from all your fathers icr. 
uants. | 23 

Melibea. O ! of all loves, ler not any ſuch thing be attempted; 
yet itglads me much that you are ſo fairhfully attended ; that bread 
1s we;l beſtowed which ſuch valiarit ſeruants cart, For that loue(Sir) 
which vou beare vnto me, ſince Nature hath inricht them with ſo 
| good a 21ft, I pray make mich of them, and reward them well ; ro 

the e114 rhat inall rhings, they muy be trufty and ſecrer, that con. 
| cerne thy ſervice ; and when Gi their boldnefle and preſumption, 
; thou ſhalr either checke,or corre them ; intcrmixe ſome fauours {| 
| with thy puniſhments, that their valokr and courage may not be 
' daunted, and abated, bur be ſtirred and prouoked to vut.dare dan- 
gers, when thou ſhalt haue occaſion to viel em, | 

Parme, Sift, Sift ; Heare you Sir? make haſte and be gone, for 
hcere is a great company comming along with Toi ches;zand vuleſſe 
you make haſte, you will be ſeen, and knowne; tor heere is not any 
place, where you may hide your {clfe from their view, 

Caliſto, O vnfortunatethat Iam ! How am | intorced (Lads) a- 
2ainſt my will co rake my leaue ! Beleeve me, tne teare of death 
wou'd not worke fo much vpon me,as the feare of your hunor doth; 
bur ſince it is fo, that we mult part; Angels be the guzrdians of thy 
taire perſon, My comming (as you have orared 1t) ſhall be by the 
garden, 

Melibea, Brit ſo, and all happineſſe be with you. 

Pl-berio. Wite, are you aſleepe ? 

Al:ſa, No», Sir. 

Pl-heric. Doe not you heare ſome noyſe, or ſtirring in your 

| davghrers withdrawing chamber ? 

| Aliſa, Yes marydoel. Melibea,Melibea ? 

| Plcris. She' does not heare you; I will call a little lowder, 
| Dauvziter Melibea ? 


| 


| Heltbea, Sir. | 
' Fleborio. Whois that, that tramples vp and downe there, and 

' mzkes tharftirring to and fro in your chamber ? 

| Melibea. Itis Lucrecia (Sir} who went forth ro fetch ſome wa- 
(cr for me to drinke, for I was very thirſty. 


e 


Pleberts. | 
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Pleherio. Sleepe againe (daughter) I thought it had beene ſome- 
thing elſe. 

Lucre. Alittlenoyſe (I perceive) can wake them; me thought 
they ſpoke ſomewhat fearetully, as it all had not becne well, 


Melibea, There is not any fo gentle a creature, who with the loue | 


or feare of it's young, is not ſomewhat moued. What would they 


f 


haue done, had they had certaine,and allured knowledgeot my go. 


ing downec 2? 


; 


Caliſto. My Sonne, ſhut the dore; and you Parmene, Ling vp a | 


light, 


that it is till day, ro take it Out in ſleepe. 

Caliſts. 1 will {oi!ow rthycounſell;for it is no morethen needeth, 
I way iicepe exceedingly z bur tell mee, Parmens, what doſt thou 
thinks of that old women,whom thou d:dſt diſpra:iſe ſo much vnro 
me ? v1 ar apicce of worke harh ſhe brought to paile > what could 
wee hace dove without her ? 

Parme, Neither hadT any feeling of your great paine ; nor knew 
I the gentleneſſey and welLdeſeruingnefſe of Melrbea ; and there- 
fore am nat to be blamed, But well did 1 know both Celet;za, 2nd 
all her cunning trickes and deuices ; anddid thercupon aduiſe you, 
as bicamea ſcruant to adviſe his Maſter, and as I thought, for the 
belt ; but now I ſee, (hee is become anorher woman, the is quite 
chang'd from what ſhe was, when I firft knew her. 

Caliſto, How! chang'd 2 How doſt thou meane ? 

Parmeno. yo much, that had I nor ſeene it, I ſhould never haue 
belccued it ; butnow , heauen grant you may liue as happy, as this 
isTrue, 

Caliſto. Buttcll me ; didſtthou heare what paſt betwixt me and 
-7 Miſttefle? whar did you doe all that while ? were you not a- 

reid ? 

Sempr. Afraid,Sir 2 of what? all the world could not make vs a. 
fraid ; did youcuer finde vs to be fearefull 2 did you ever ſee any 
ſuch thing 1n vs ? we ſtood watting for you well prouided,and with 
Our weapons in our hands. 

Caliſto. Slept you nota whit ? tooke you nota little nappe ? 


Parm, You were better (Sir) to take your reſt ; and that little | 


| 
| 
| 
| 


— 


— 
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Sempronio. $\cepe, Sir? Itis for boyes and children to fleepe; I | 


did not ſo much as once {ir downe, nor put onelegge over another, 
watching ſtill as diligently as a Cat for a Moule; that if I had heard 
bucthe lcaſt noyſe in the world, I might preſently haue leapt forth, 


aud haue done as much as my ſtrength ſhould haue beere able to | 
performe. And Parmeno,though tillnow, he did not ſeeme to ferue | 


you in this bulinefle with any great willingnefſe, hee was as glad, 
when heſpy'd the Torches comming, as the Wolfe, when hee ſpies 
the duſt ofa drove ot cartell, or flacke of ſheepe ; hoping {till that 
he might make his prey, till he fatv how many they were. 


" IT 
Califlo, This is no ſuch wonder (Sempronio) never maruaile at it; | 
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| becauſe ſuch ashe cannot goe againſt that which they be vs d vato. 


| ture; heewill keepe himſelte to his cuſtome, though hee cannot 
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for it is naturall in him to be valiantzand though he would not have | 
beſtirred hirnſelfe for my ſake, yet would he have laid about him 


— - Seay wag 


for though the Foxe change his haire, yet he ncuer changeth his na- 


keep himſclfe to his colour. I rold my Miſireſſe Melbea,what was in 
vou,& how ſafe I held my ſelte,hauing one at my back for my gard. 
My ſonnes;I am much bound vnto you both, pray to heauen tor our 
wellfare & good ſucceſle; and doubt not,but | will more fully guer- 
don your good ſeruice. Good night and heauen ſend you good reſt. 

Parr, Whither ſhall wee goc (Serpronis!) To our chamber 
and goe fleepe,or to the Kitchin and breake our faſt ? 

Sempr. Goe thou whither thou wilt, as tor me, C'r it beday, 1 | 
will get me to Ce/eſt7a's houſe, and fee if I can recouer my part in | 
the chaine : ſhe is a crafty Hileding, and I will not giuc her time to | 
inuent ſome one viilainous tricke or other whereby to {ſhift vs 
off, and coczen vs of ourſhares, | 

Parme, It is well remembred, I hadquite forgot it ; let vs goe | 
both together,and if ſue ſtand vpon points with vs, let vs pur her in- 
to ſuch #feare, that ſhe may be ready to bewray her ſelfe ; for mo- 
ney goes beyond all friendſhip, 

Sempr, Giſt, cit, nuta word; for her bed is hard by this little 
window heere ; let mee knocke her vp : Tha, tha, tha; Miſtreſſe 
Culeſtina, Oren the doore, 

Celeſt, Who calls & 

Sempronis, Open doore, your Sonnes be heere. | 
Celeſt, lhave no ſonnes that be abroad at this time of night. | 
Sempronio, It is Parmeno, and Sempronio , open the doore ; we 

are ccme hither to breake our faſt with you, | 

Celeſt, Oye mad lads,you wanton wags, Enter,enter how chance | 
you cume ſo earely?It is but now break of day, what haue you done! 
what hath paſt?Tel me, how goes the world?Califto's hopes,are they 
auuec or dead?Has he her,or has he ker not? how ſtands it with him? | - 

S-yproxio. How, mother ? Had it not beene tor vs, his foule c'r 
this had gone ſeeking her eternall reſt; and if it were pofhble to 
prize the debt wherein hee ſtands bound vnto vs, all the wealth hee 
hath, were not ſufficient to make vs ſatisfaction, So true, is that 
triuiall ſaying ; that the life of man, is of more worth, then all the 
gold in the world, 

Celeſt, Have you beene in ſuch danger, fincel ſaw you > Tell 
mee, how was it ? How was 1tI pray ? 

Sen:promio. Mary in ſuch danger, thar asT am an honeſt man, my 
blood tiil boyles 1n my body, to thinke vpon. it, 

Celeſt, Sit downe, I belecch you, and tell me how it was. | 

Parmeno, Iewtill require a long diſcourſe; betides, we haue fret- 
red out Our hearts, and are quite tired wich the trouble and toile we 
zuc had, you may doe better to prouide ſomething for hisand my 
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| breakefaſt : ir may be, when wee haue eaten, our-choller wi!l be | 
| fomewhatallayd; tor I ſweare vnto thee, I deſire not now to meet 
that man that deſires peace.I ſhould now glory to light vpon ſome | 
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one, on whom I might revenge my wrath, and ſtanch my anger ; 


for I could not doe it on thoſe that cauſed it : ſofaſtdid they flye | 


from my fucy. 


Celeſtina, The pockes canker out my carkafſe to death, ifthou | 
makelt mee not afraide to looke on thee, thou lookeft fo fierce | 


and ſo ghaſtly, Bur forall this, I doe beleeue you doe bur teſt, Tell 
me,l pray thee Sempronio, as thou lou'ſt me what hath betalne you 2 

Sempronio, By heauens, I am not my ſelte, I come hither | know 
not how, without wit, or reaſon, Bur as for you (fellow Parmens) L 
cannct bur finde fault with you, for not tempring of your choller, 
and viing more moderation in your angry mood; I would haue thee 
lIcoke otherwiſe now,and not carry that fowre countenance heer, as 
thou didit there, when we incountred ſo many; for mine owne part, 
before thoſe, that { knew could doe bur little, I never made ſhow 
that I could doe much, Mother, I have brought hither my armes 


all broken and battred in pieces, my Buckler without ir's ring of I- | 
ron, the plates being cut aſunder, my Sword like a Saw, atl to be- | 


hack'tand hewd, my Caske ſtrangely bruiſed, beaten as flat as a 
Cake, and dented in with the blowes that came hammering on my 
head : ſo that I baue not any thiag in the world to goe further with 
my Malter, when hee ſhall haue occaſion to vic mee. For it is a- 
greed on, that wy Maſter ſhall chisnight haue acceſle vnto his Mi- 
itrefle,by the way of her garden, Now for to furniſh my ſelfe anew, 
if my life lay on it, I know not where to haue one penny or farthing. 

Celeſt. Sizice it is ſpoiled and broken in your Maſters ſervice, 
goe to your Maſter for more, let him (a Gods name)pay for it, Be- 
{1des, you know it is with him, but aske and haue ; he will preſent. 
ly furniſh you, I warrant you. For hee is noneof thoſe who (ay to 


their ſeruants: Liuewith mee, and looke our ſome otherrto main. | 


cainethee ; he is ſo franke, and of fo liberall adifpolition, that hee 
will not giue thee money for this only, but much more, it neede be, 


Sempr. Tuſh,what's this to the purpoſe ? Parmens's be alſo ſpoy. | 
ted and marr'd, After this reckoning, we may ſpend our Maſter all | 


that he hath inarmes. How can you in conſcience thinke, or with 
what face imagine, that I ſhould be ſo importunate, as to deman:l 
moreof him, then what he hath already done of his owuc accord ? 


He for his part hath done inough, I wou!d not it (ſhould be faid of | 
me, that hee hath/giuen meean inch, and chat I ſhould take an el], | 
There isarcaton inall _ z he hath given vs a hundred crownes | 
in gold; hc hath giuen vs,beſides,a chaine; three ſuch picks more, 
will picke out all the waxe in his care; hee hath, and will haue a | 
hard market of it. Let vs content our ſelues with that which 1s rea- | 


ſon ; Ler vsnot loſe all, by ſeeking to gaine more then is meer; for 
he that irabracerh much, holderh little. 
Celeſt. 
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Celeft, How wittily this Afſe'thinks he hath ſpoken !T ſweare to | 
thee, by the reverence of this my 01d age, had theſe words beere | 
ſpoken after dinner, I ſhould have jaid, that wee bad all of vs taken 
a cuppe too much z that we had beene all drunke. Art thou well in 
thy wits, Sempronio > What has thy remuneration to doe with my 
reward ? Thy payment with my merit? Am [I bound to buy you 
weapons ? Multl PTE: lofles,and ſupply your wants > Now 
I thinke vpon it; let me be hang'd, or dye any other death,if thou 
haſt not tooke hold of a little word, that carelcſly {lipt out of my 
mouth the other day,as we came along the ſtreet; tor as (I remem- 
ber) I then told you, that what I had was yours ; and thatI would 
ncuer be wanting vnto you in any thing,tothe vtmoſt of my poore 
ability ; and that if Fortune did proſper my bulineſſe with your 
Maſter, that you ſhould loſe nothing by it ; Bur you know(Scmpro- 

no) that words of compliment and kindenefle, are not cbligatory, 
nor binde me to doe, as you would have mee ; all is not gold that 
pliſters,for then it would be a you deale cheaper then it is, Tellme 
(Sexpronio) it L haue not hit the right nayle on the head? Thou 
maiſt ſee by this, that though I am old, that I can divine as much 
as thou canſt imagine. In youu faith (Sonne) | am as full of griefe, 
as ever my heartcan hold,l am even ready to burſt with ſorrow and 
anguiſh, As ſoone as ever I came from your houſe, and was come 
home ; I gave the chaineI brought hither with mc, to this foole 
Elic1a, that ſhe might looke vpon it, and cheere her {elfe with the 
{1ght thereof ; and ſhe, for her life, cannot as yet call to mind whar 
ihee hath done with it: and all this live-long night, neither ſhee 
nor I haue flepr one winke, for very thought and griefe thereof : 
Not ſo much for the valew of the chaine (for it was not much 
worth) bur to ſce, that ſhe ſhould be ſocareleſſe-in the laying of ic 
vp; and toſcethe il lucke of it ; at the very ſame time that we miſt 
ir, came in ſome friends of mine, that had beene of my old and fa- 
miliar acquaintance ; and I am ſorely afraide,leſt they haue lighted 
vpon it,and taken it away with rhemz meaning to make vſe of that 
vulgar ſaying, St ſpie it,tum ſporte fac, Si non ſpie it, 'packe and away 
[acke, But now (my Sonnes) that I may come alittle neerer vnto 
zou both, and ſpeake home to the point : If your Maſter gaue mee 
any thing, what he gaue me, that (you rcauſt thinke) is mine - As for 
your cloth of gold doubler,I never ask't you any Thare cur of it, nor 
euct will, Weallof vs ſerue him, that he may giue vnto vs all, as 
he {ces wee thall deſerue : And as for that which he hath giuen me, 
I haue rwice indangered my life foritz more blades haue I blunted 
in his ſerutcethen you both ; more materiall and-ſubſtantiall fuſe 
have I waſted,and have worne out more hoſe and ſhooes; And you 

mult not thinke (my Sonnes) but all this coſtsmee good money. 

Beſides, my skill, which Igor not playing or fitting ſtill, or war- 

ming my taile ouer the fire, as moſt of your idle hulwiues doe, bur 

with hard labour and paines-taking : as Parwens's mother could 
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| Inioying your ſeruice with pleaſure , as, who oeperforming it | 
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well witneſſe for me, if ſhe were living, This I haue gained by mine | 
owne induſtry and labour;as for you, what haue you done > If you | 
haue done any thing for Caliſto, Caliſto is to requite you, I ger my 
living by my Trade and my trauell; you,yours,with recreation and | 
delight ; and therefore you are not to expect equall recompence, 


' with paines : but wharſoeuer I have hitherto (aid vnto you, be- | 
: cauſe you thall ſee, I will deale kindely with you - it my chaine be 


; 


tound azaine, I will giue each of you a paire of Scarlet Breeches, 


' which is the comelic{t habit that young men can weare, Bur ifir 
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be not found, you muſt accept of my good will,and my ſelfe be con- 
tent co {it downe with my lofle ; and ail this I doe our of pure loue, 
becauſe you were willing that I ſhould hauc the benefit of mana- 
ging this bulinefſe before another : and if this will not content you, 
I cannot doe withall, To your owne harme be ir, 

Sempr. This is not the firſt time I haue heard it ſpoken ; how 
much in 0d folkes, rhe ſinne of auarice reigneth : as alſo that 0- 
ther, VV hen I was poore, then was I liberall ; when I was rich, rhen 
was I couctous : Sothat couetouſneſle increafeth with getting, and 
pouerty with coueting: and nothing makes the couctous man 
poore but his riches. O heauens ! How doth penury increaſe with 
abundance, anc: plenty ? How often did this old woman ſay, that I 
{ſhould haue all the profit that ſhould grow from this buſines? think- 
ins then perhaps, that it would be bur little; but now ſhe ſees how 
great it growes, ſhe will not part withany thing,no, not ſo much 
as the parings of her nailes; that ſhemay comply with that common 
faying of your little children : Of alittle,a litcle;ot much,nothing. 

Parme. Let her give thee that which ſhe promiled, ler her make 
thar good, or let vs take it all from her, \] rold you before (would | 
you haue belecucd mee) what an old coozening companion you | 
ſhould finde her, 

Celeftina, If you are angry eyther with your {elues,your Maſter, | 
ot your aries, wreck not your wrath vpon mee ; for I wor well | 
inough whence all this growes,I winde you where you are : I now 
perceive on which foot you halt, not out of want of that which you 
demand; nor our of any couetouſnes that is in you: but becauſe you 


thinke I will tye you to Racke and Manger, and make you captiues |, 


all your life-time ro Elicia, and Arexſa, and prouide you no other || 
freih ware, you wake all this adoe , quarrell thus with me for mo-| 
ney, and ſceke by fearing me, to force mee toa parting and ſharing | 
of ſtakes. But be ill (my boyes) and content your ſelues; forthe | 
who could helpe you with theſe,will not ſticke to furniſh you with |. 
halfe a ſcore of handſome wenches apiece, fairer then theſe by tarre, | 
now that ] ſce,that you are growne to greater knowledge and more 
reaſon, 8& a better deſeruingnelle in your ſelues. And whether or no, 


in ſucha caſe as this, 1 am ablero be as good as my word, ler Pay- || 
meno ſpeake for me.Speake, ſpeake, Parmeno, be not aſhamed ,man, |: 
V 
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| ſicke of the Mother : 
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' andequalltoall z aud my tale, I doubt nor, ſhall be as ſoone heard 


thy tydings, vnto her, where thou mayſt better make thy com- 


— _ 
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; would have? Whar do you meane,to menace me thus in mine owne 
' houſe > Shail your valour and your brauings be exerciſed on a 
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to1cl] what did betide vs, with that wench you wor of, that was 


Sempr. I goenot for that which you thinke, You talke of ( halke, 
and we of Cheeſe. Doe not thinke to put vs off witha ielt ; our de- 
mans defire a more {erious anſwer, And aſſure your lelte (ifI can 
hclpe it) you (hall take no more Hares with this Grayhourd ; and 
cherefore lay alide theſe tricks, and do not liand arguing any longer ' 
vn the matter ; I know your tetches too well : Toan old doge, a | 
man nzed not cry, Now, now. Come off theretore quickly,and giue 
vs two parts of that which you have receiued of Caliſio. Diſpatch, 
(ay, and doc not drive vs todiſcover what you are; come, come, | 
exerciſe your wits vpon ſome other, Flap thoſe in the mouth, you 
olo Filth, with your coggings and foiſtings, that know you not ; 
forwee know you too well. 

Celeſt. Why, what am I,Sempronio? What doe you know me to 
be > Didſtrhou take me out of the Puteria ? Brought(t thou me,as a 
whore , out of the Stewes ? Bridle your tongue for thame, and doe 
not diſhonour my hoary hayres. Iam an old woman of Gods ma. 
king, no worſe thenall other women are : I live by my occupation 
as other women doe, very well, and handſomely ; I ſecke not after 
thoſe who ſecke not after me ; they that will haue me, come home 
to my houſe to fetch me ; they come home, I ſay, and intreat mee 
to doe this or that for them. And for the lite that I lead, whether ir 
be good or bad, heauen knowes my heart : and doe not thinke out 
ot your choiler to miſ.vſe mee, for there is Law and Tuſtice for all, 


—_— 


”— 
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(though I am an old woman) as yours, for all you be ſo ſmoothly 
ke: b'd. Let me alone,l pray, in mine owne houſe,and with mine 
owne fortune. And you, Parmeno,doe not you thinke that I am thy 
{lavc, becauie thou knowſt my ſecrets,and my life paſt,and all thole 
matters that hapned betwixt mee, and that vnfortunate mother of 
thine; tor iſkee alſo was wont to vie mee on this faſhion, when the 
was diſpoſed to play her prankes with mee, | 

Parm, Doe not tit mee in the recth with theſe thy idle memori- 
alls of my mother, vnleſſe thou meanſt I ſhould ſend thee with theſe 


plac. 

Celeftina. Elicia,Elicia,ariſe and. come downe quickly and bring 
me ray mantle ; for by heauen, I will hye mee to the Iuſtice, and 
racre cry out and ratle at you, ike a made woman. What is'r you 


—  -—. -— 


Poore {ily innocent ſheepe ?Ona Ren, that is tyed by the leg and 
cannot flze from you? On anold woman of {ixty yeeres of age? 
Ger you, get you,tor ſhame,amongſt men,fuch as your ſclues ; goe 
and reake your anger vpon ſuch as aregirt with the Sword, and not 
againſt meand my poore weake Diſtaffe , it is an infallible note of 

great 
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great cowardize, to aſlaile the weake and ſuch as have but ſmall,or 
very little poore to reiiſt : your filthy Flyesbite none b ur leane and 
teeble Oxen : and your barking Curres flye with greater cager- 
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nefle, and more open. mouth vpon your pooreſt paſſengers. It thee | 


that lics aboue there in the bed, would have hearkned vnto me,this 


| houſe ſhould not have beene (as now it is) witaout a man in the 


' night ; nor wee haueilept (as weedoe) by the naked ſhaddow of a 


—— — -_ P_ 


candle. But co pleaſure you, and tobe faichtull vnto you, wee (uf- 
ter this ſolitude z and becauſe you ſee wee are women, and haue no 
body heere to oppole you,you prate,and talke, and aske, I know not 


; what, withour any reaſon in the world, which =_ would as ſoone 
| haue beene hang'd, as once dar'd to have profler'dit, if you had 
hcard but a man ſtirring inthe houſe; for,as it is inthe Prouerbe, 


' Ahard aduerſary appeaſerh anger. 


Sempr, Othou old couetous Cribbe, that art ready todye with 


 thertirſt of 2014! cannot athird part ofthe gaine content thee ? 


_ 


— — 


- 


Celeſ/, Wiaithird part ? Apockson you both; out of my houſe 
in ad:ucls iame,you and your companicn with you ; doe got you 
make ſucha ſtirre leerc as you doe, Caufe notour neighbours to 
coine about vs,and make them thinke wee be madde, Pur mee not 
out of may wits ; make me not madde: you would not, trow,would 
you, tiat Ca/iſto"s matters and yours ſhould be proclaimed openly 
at the Croſſe? Heere's a ſtirre indeed. 

Scmpr Cry,bawle,and makea noylſe;all's one, we care not:eyrher 


; looke to pertorme your promiſe, or ro end your daics, Dye you 
mult, or clſe doe as wee will hauc you, 


Elicia, Ah wor 1s mee! put yp your Sword ; hold him,hold him, 
Parmens; for ſcare leſt the foole ſhould kill her in his madnefle. 

Celeſtina. luſkice, Iuſtice zhelpe neighbours, Iuſtice, [uſtice for 
heere be Ruffans, that will murder mee in my houſe. Murder, 
murder, murder. 

Semipr. Rufhans,you Whore ? Rutfians, you old Bawd? hauc 
you no better tearmes ? Thou old Sorcereſle ; thou witch, thou ; 


* looke for no other fauour at my hands,but that I ſend thee poalt vn- 
tohell; you ſhall haue letters thither, you thall (you old Inchan. 
' trefle) and that ſpeedily roo, you ſhall have a quicke diſpatch, 


_— 


I — 


Celeſt. Ay me, 1am flaine. Ay,ay, Conteifion, Confethon. 

Parmeno, So, {orkill her,killher ; make anend of her, ſince thou 
haſt begunne; be briefe, be briete with her ; leſt the neighbours 
may chance toheare ys, Ler her dye, let her dye;let vs draw as few 
C112M1CS VPON VS AS WEECAn, 

Cclefiiza. Oh, oh, oh! \ | 

Eliciz, O cruell-hearted as you are ! Enemies in the higheſt na- 
ture; ſhameand confuſion light vpou you ; the extremity of [u- 
[tice fall vpon you, withit's greateſt vigour, andall thoſe that haue 


; ha4 a hand. in it» My mother is dead, and wirh her, all my 


|. happinefle, 


V 2 Sempr,' 
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| Sempronio, Flye, flye, Parmeno, the people beginne to flocke ht- 
| therward. See, ſee, yonder comes the Alexazz, 

' Parn, Ay me, wretch that I am ! there is no meanes of eſcape 
| for vs in the world ; for they hauc made good the docre, and are 
| entring the houſe, 

| Sempronio, Letvsleapeout attheſe windowes ; And let vs dye 
| rather {o, then fall into the hands of luſiice. 

| Parm, Leape then, and I will follow thee. 
| 
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ACTVS XI1J. 


THE ARGVMENT. 


| (4 LIST O awakened from ſleepe, talkes awhile with himſelſe; 

\* — anon after hee calls vnto Triſtan, and Jome other of bis fer- 

' wants. By and by Caliſto falls aſleepe agaive; Triſtan goes | 

| downe, and fland's at the doore. Sola comes weeping vnto him; 

| Triſtan, demanding the cauſe, Sola deliuers vnto him the death 

' of Sempronio azd Parmenc, they gor and acquaint Caliſto 
with it, who knowing the truth thereof, makethpreat lamentation. 


INTERLOCVTORS. 


Califlo, Triſtan, Sofia. 


= Alito, O how daintily hauel flepr! Ever ſince that 
| {weete ſhort ſpace of time, fince that harmonious 
w4 diſcourſcl imoyed; I hauc had exceeding eaſe, ta. 
IL ken very good reſt; this contentment and quietude 
=, hath procceded from my ivy, Either the trauaile of 
n= my body cauſcd fo found a (lepe; or elſe theglory 
and pleaſare of my minde : Nor doe I much wonder, that both the 
one and the other ſhuuld linke hands, and ioyne together to cloze 
the lids of mine eyes, ſince I trauail'd the laſt night with ray body 
and perſon,and tooke pleaſure with my ſpirit and ſenſes. True it is, 
that ſorrow cauſeth much thought ; and overmuch thought,much 


hin- | 
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hindreth ſleepe - as it was mine ownecale within theſe few daics, 


+ when [ was much diſcomfited and quite out of heart,of ever boping 


, to inioy that ſurpaſſing 7g poneage which I now poſſeſſe. O my 


{weete Lady, and deareſt Loue, Melibes, what doſt thou thinke on 


. now ? Artthou afleepe, or awake ? Thinkſt thou on mee, or ſome 
| bodyelie? Art thou vp and ready, or art thou not yet ſtirring ? 


” waar - 


; not? wasita meere phantaſie,or was it areall truth > But now I re- 


= Sw Y_——  ——  — 


| come vp: ariſe, I ay, get youvp quickly and come hither. 
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O moſt happy, and molt fortunate Caliſts, if ir be true, and thar ic 
be no dreame, which hath already paſſed ! Dream'tI, or dream't [ 


member my lelfe, I was not alone, my feruants waited on me, there 
were two of them with me; it they ſhall afirme itto benodreame, 
but that all thar paſt was truc, I am bound to belecue it : I will com- 
mand them to be called ,for the further cantirmarion of my ioy.T r;- 
flanico, Why tho Where are my men ? Triſtanice, Hye you and 


Triſtan. Sir, I am vp, and hcerealready. 
Calijlo, Goe, runne, and call mee hither Sempronio and Parmens, 
Triſtan. I ſhall, Sir. 


f Now-ſleepe, and take thy reſt, 
Once griew'd,and pained Wight ; 
Since ſhee now loues thee beſt, 
Who is thy hearts delight. 
I Let ioy be thy ſoules gueſt ; 
And care be baniſh't quite ; 
Since ſhee hath thee expreſs 
To be ber Fawourite, 


Caliſto. 


Triſtan, There is not ſo much as a boy in che houſe. 
Caliſto. Open the windowes, and ſce whether it be day or no ? 


—  — 
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Triſtan. Sir, itis broad day, 

Cal;ſto, Goe againe, and ſceif youcan finde them; and ſee you | 
wake me not, till it be almoſt dinner-rime. | 

Triſtan. 1 will goedowne and ſtand at the doore,that my Maſter | 
may take out his tull ſleepe ; and to as many as ſhall aske for himy | | 
ſhall anſwer that hee is not within, O what an ovt-cry doel heare | 
in the Market-place ! whats the matter a Gods name ? There is | 
ſome execution of Iuſtice xo be done, orelſe they are vp fo carely | 
to ſee ſome Bull-baiting, I do not know what to make of this noyle, 
it is ſome great matter, the noyſe is ſo great; but lo, yonder comes 
Sofia, my Maſters foot-boy ; hee will rellmee what che bulineſle is, 
Louke how the Rogue comes pulling and tearing of his hayre ; he 
hath tumbled into one Tauerne or other, where he hath beene [cut- 
fling. Burifmy Maſter chance to ſent him, hee will cauſe his coar | 
to be well cudgelled ; for though hee be ſomewhat fooliſh,punith.. | 
meat will make him wiſe; but mee thinkes hee comes weeping. | 
What's the matter, Soſia ? Why doſt thou weepe ? Whence com'it | 
thou now! \Vhy ſpeak'it thou nor ? : | 
Solt4, 
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Seſis, Q miſerable that I 2m ! what misfortune could berr. ore? 
O what great diſhonour ro my Maſters houſe ! O what an vntortu- | 
nate morning is this ? O vnhappy young men! y | 

Triſtan, What's the matter, man > Why doſt thou keepe ſuch a- 
Joe? Why grieu'ſt thou thus 2 What miſchiefc hath befalne vs ? 

Sofia. Semproxio, and Parmeno ! | 

Triſtan. What of Serepronio and Parmens ? W hat meanes this | 


| foole? Speake alittle plainer,thou tormenr'ſt me with delayes, 


So{ia, Our old companions, our fellowes, our brethren. 

T r:{an. Thou art eyther drunke or mad ; orthou bringeſt ſome | 
il! newes along with thee, Why doſt thou not tel] mec what thou | 
haſt to ſay, concerning thele young men ? | 

Sofia, That they lie flayne 1n the ſtreete, | | 

Triflan, O vntortunate miſchance ! Is it true 2 Did(t thou ſce | 
them ?- Did they ſpeake vnto thee ? 

Sofia. No. They were e'nalmoſt paſt all ſenſe 5 but one of them 
with much adoe, when hee ſaw I beheld him with teares, beganne | 
to looke a little towards me, fixing hiseyesvpon me, and lifting vp ' 
his hands to heaven , as one that 15 making his prayers vnto God ; ; 
and looking on mee, as if hee had ask't mee, if I were not ſorry for | 
his death ? And ſtraighrtafter, as one that perceiu'd whither he was | 
preſently to goe, he let fall his head, with teares in his eyes, giving ' 
thereby to vnderltand, that hee ſhould never ſee mee againe, till 
we did meete at that day of the great Iudgemeng. | 

Triſtan, Youdid not obſerue in him,that he would haue askt you | 
whether Caliſto were there or no ? But ſince thou haſt ſuch manife?? | 
proofes of this cruell ſorrow, let vs haſte with theſe dolefull ridings | 
to our Maſter. | 

Sofia. Maſter, Maſter, doe you heare, Sir ? | 

Califto. What,are you mad? Didnot I will you,I ſhouldnot be 
wakened ! | 

Sofia. Rowze vp your ſelfe,and riſe: for if you doe not ſticke vnto | 
vs, we are all vndone, Sempronio and Parmeno lic beheaded in the | 
Market-place, as publike malefactors ;. and their fault proclaimed ' 
by the common Cryer. 

Califisg, Now heauen helpe mee ! What it's thou tell'ſt mee ? 
krow not whether I may belceue thee, in this thy ſo ſudden and 
forrowtfull newes. Didft thou ſce rhem ? 

S;ſia. 1 ſaw them, Sir, 

Califlo, Take heede what thou fay't; for this night they were | 
with mce, | | 

Sofia, Burt roſe too earely to their deaths, | 

Caliſto, O my loyail ſeruants! O my chicteſt followers! O my | 
faichtull Secretaries and Counſellours in all my affaires, Can it | 
be, that this ſhould betrue ? O vnfortunare Cal:fo! thou art dif- | 
honoured as long as thou haſt a day to liue ; what ſhall become of ' 
thce, having loſt ſucha paire of truſty ſeruants 2Tell mce,for pitty's : 

take. 
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fake) Soſia, what was the cauſe of their deaths > Vhat ſpake the 
Prolamation ? Where were they ſlainc > by whatTuſtice were they 


; beheaded? 


Sofia. The cauſe, Sir, of their deaths, was publiſhed by the cru- 


| ellexecutioner, or common hangman, who delivered with a loud 
| voyce; Iuſtice hath commanded, that theſe violent murderers be 
' put to death. 


Caliſts. Who was it they fo ſuddenly flew > who might itbe ? 


| itisnot foure houres agoe {ſince they letr me, How call you the par. 


| 


| 


ty whom they murthered ?*' What was hee fora man ? 

Sofia. It was a woman, Sir, one whom they call Celeſtina. 

Caliſlo, What's that thou {ayeſt ? 

Soſia, That which you heard me tell you, Sir. 

Caliſto. If this be true, kill thou me roo,& I will forgiue thee. For 
ſure, there is more ill behinde; more then was either ſcene, or 
thought vpon, it that Celeſtina be flaine, that hath the ſlaſh ouer 
her face, 

Sofia. It is the very ſame, Sir: for I ſaw her ſiretchr out in her 
owre houſe, and her maide weeping by her,hauing receiued in her 
body aboue thirty ſeuerall wounds, 

C.liſio. O vofortunate young men ! How wentthey > Did they 

ſee thee ? Spake'they vntothee ? 
_ Sia. O Sir,had you ſeenthem,your heart would haue burſt with 
gricte: Oneofthem had all his braines beaten out in moſt pirtifull 
manner, and lay without any fenſe, or motion inthe world : The 
other had both hisarmes broken, & his face ſo ſorely bruiſed, that 
it was all blacke and blue,and all of a goare-bloud, For, that they 
might not fall into the Alguazils hands, they leapt downe our of a 
high window ; and fo being ina manner quire dead, they chopt 
off their heads, when, Ithinke, they ſcarce felr,what harme was 
dune them. 

Caliſlo, Now I beginne tohaue a taſte of ſhame; and to feele 
how muchl am roucht in mine honour: would I had excuſc.] them 
and had loft my life, ſo I had not loſt my honour, & my hope of at- 


— ——  ——__— 
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— 
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; chieuing my commenced purpoſe, which is, the greateſt griefe and | 


diſtaſte that inthis caſe I teele.O my name and reputation, how 


vnfortunately doſt rhou goefrom Table ro Table, trom wouth to 
mouth ! O yee my ſecret, my ſecret ations, how openly will you 
now walke rhorow every publike ſtrecr, and open Marke:z.place? 
What (hall become of me? Whither ſhall I go ?It I goe forth to the 


dead,l am vnable ro recouer them, and it I ſtay heere, itwi!l be | 


deemed cowardize, VVhat counſell ſhallI rake? Tell me, Soſa, 
what was the cauſe thev kild her ? 


Soſie. That maid: Sir)of hers, which fate weeping and crying ouer - 
her,made knowne the cauſe of her death to as many as woul4 hcare | 
it; ſaying, that they flew her, becauſe ſhe would not let thein ace | 


with her1n chat chaine of gold, which you had lately giuen her, 


C, aliff9 P | 
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| foinddena difaſter. O my toves, how doe you goc declining, and 
, waining from me !But it 1s an anctent Prouerbe; T hat the higher a 
| manclimbes, the greatcr is his fall, Laſt night 1 gained much ; to | 

| 
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Cal, O wretchcd and vnfortunate day ! O fſurrow,able to breake | 


| evena heart of Ada mant ! How gce my goods from hand to hand, 
| and my vame from tongue to tonguc? All willbe publiſhed and 
come tolight,wharfcever I heve ſpoke ,either to ker,or themgy hat. | 


{ocucr they knew of my doings;& whatſocuer was done in this buſi. 
nefle.I darenotgo forth of doures;1 am athamed to looke any man 
inthe tace.O miſerable young men! that yee ſhould tuffer death by | 


|, 


daylI have loſt much. Your Sea-calmes arc rare,& {cldome, I m:ghr 
-Eaue beene liſted inthe roll of the happy, if my fortune would bur 
hauc allayd cheſe rempeftuous winds of my perdition, O Fortune ! 
how much, and thorow how many parts haſt thou beaten mce ! 
But howſoeucr thou doſt ſhake my houſe,aud how oppoſite ſocuer 
thou art vnto my perſon, yet are aduerſities to be endured with an 
equzll courage: and by them, the heart is prooucd, whether it be 
of Oke, or Elder, ſtrong, or weake ; there is no better Say, or | 
Tovchitone inthe world, to know what fineneſle, or what Characts 
of Verive or of Fortitude remain in man. And therefore come what 
will come, fail backe,fall edge, 1 will not deſiſt ro accompliſh her 
de{ire, for whoſe ſake all this hath hapned. For it is better for mee 
to purſue the benefit of that glory, which I expect, then the loſle of 
thoſe that are dead, They were proud, and ſtout, and would have | 
beene laine at ſome other time, ifnot now, The old woman was 
wicked and falſe, as it ſeemes, in her dealings, not complying with 
that contract which ſhee had made with them : fo that they fel out 
about the true mans cloake; taking it from the true owner,to ſhare 
it amongſt themiclues. But this was a iuſt iudgement of God vpon 
her, that ſhe ſhould receive this payment, for the many adulteries, 
-which by her interceſsion and meanes haue beene committed. 
Soſia and Triſtianico ſhall prouide themſelues ; they (hall accompany 
me, in this my defired walke ; they ſhall carry the Scaling-ladders, 
for the walls are very high, To morrow I will abroad, and fee ifI 
can reuenge their deaths ; if not, I will purge my innocency with 
a tained abſence, or elſe faine my ſelfe mad, that I may the betcer 
intoy this ſo taſtefull a delight of my ſweet Lou ; as did thargrear 
Captaine Y1y/ſes,to ſhunne the Troiane warre, that hee might lie 
dulcing at home with his wife Penelope, 
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ACTVS XII1). 


THE ARGVMENT. | 


ELIBRA # much affiited; ſhe talkes withLucrecia,con- 


| cerning Caliſto's /lackneſſe in comming, who had vowd that 
' zight to come aud viſit ber, Thewhich hee performed. And with 
bim came Solia,and Triſtan ; and after that he had accompliſhed | 
his deſire, they all of them betooks them to their reſt. Caliſtogers | 
him home to his Palace ; and there begins to complame and la- | 
ment, that he hadſtaiedſo little a while with Melibea ; and begs 
of *hcebus, that bee would ſhut his beames, that he might the 
ſooner goe to renew hug deſire. 


— 
i 


INTERLOCVTORS. 


HMelibea, Lucrecia, Sofia, Triſtan, Cal:ſto. 


= Elibea. Me thinks,the Gentleman, whome we looke 
\ for,ſtayes very long. Tel me(Lucrecia) what think & | 
thou 2 willhe come, orno ? | 

Lacrecia, -T conceiue ( Madame) he hath ſome | 
iuſt cauſe of ſtay, and it is nut in lis power to | 
— AA come fo | Br as you expect, 

Mclibe:, Good ſpirits be his guard, and preferue his perſon | 
from perill, For, his long ſtay doth notſo much grieve mee:butIam 
afraid, !elt ſome misfortune or other may befall him, as he 1s cn 
his way vnto vs. For, who knowes, whethcr he coming ſo williag!y 
to the place appoigted,and in chat kind of fathion, as ſuch Gentlc- 
men az hee, on the like occaſion , and the like houre vie to goe; 
whether, or no, I ſay, hemay chanceto light vpon thenight-watch, 
or be met by the Alguazils, and they nor knowing him, haue fer vp- | 
| on him, and he to defend himfelte, harh cither hurerhemyoc chey 

him? Or whether ſome roguiſh Curre oc other with his crue) 
tecth (for ſuch dogs, as they make nodifterence of perſons, ) hauc! 
| X perhaps ' 
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perhaps vu rtunately bit him » Or whether, hc hath fallen vpon | 


the Co . or into ſome dangerous pit, whereby he may recciue , 


ome hacme ? But ( ( Ay me) theſe arc but i6conuenicnces which | 


$31y CENceined loue bri INT forth ,and my troubled thoughts preſent | 


oO 
voto me. Ge odnes forbid, tizat any of rheſe misfortunes ſhould! VC- 


{a'l hin ! Rather ler him tay as long as it [hallpleaſe himfelfe from | 


commng to vittmee, Bur harke, harke, what lieps are thoſe that 

'Loxre in the ſtreet 2 And to my thinking likewiſe, I heare jome 
ra1ki'1,, on this fide of the garden. 

. Triſtan, {et the ladder herc ; for, though itbe the higher, 


[yer 1 oe ir 10 de the better Place, 
EO jan. Get vÞ Sir: Andi will along with you, For, we know not 
' whu 1s there within, they are ta ixing(lam {urc ) whe .ere they be. 


Cal;ft. Stay here (you foole) I will in alone; for | heare my 
Ladv and Ai {r1s. 


> 1D OOEIOTGy ooo 


yours then her owne life, O my deare Lord, take heed how you 

leare, Teane not downe ſo high; you kill me, if you doc: I ſhall 

[wound in ſecing it. Come downe, come downe gently, I pray. 

vow more leaſure in comming downethe ladder; as you Jouve mee, 
zmenor ſo faſt. 

C Caliſto. O divine Image z O precious pearle ; before whom, the 
whoic world appeareth foule ! O my Lady and my £ glory; F im- 
Orace and hug thee 1n mine armes, and yer I not belecue it + ſuch a 

rurbation of pleaſure {eazeth on my perſon,that it makes menot 
icele the fulnes of that toy I poſleſle; 

Melibea My Lord, fithence I haue intruſted my ſelfe in your 
hands, ſince I haue heenc willing to cumply with your will, let mc 
not be worſe rhoughr of for being pittifull, then if I had bene coy 
| and mercilefle. Nor doe nbt worke my vndoing, for a delight ſo 
; momentary and pertormed in {o ſhort a ſpace. Fur, Actions that 
 ercill, afterthey are committed, may eaiicr be reprehended then 

amended.Rej toyce thou in that, wherein [ retoyce ; which is, to {ce 

and (raw neere vnto thy perſon, to view and touch thee. But do 


woos our anne wilker wr" On re ro ger rT—_— —_——o err er 
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Mcultbea Your {eruant, your flave, Califlo, who prizes more | 
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9 offer etcher to aske ortake that,which vcing taken away, 15 nct | 
in thy power toreſtore, T; ke h ced (SIT) that you £0e not abour | 
9 C1 crthrow that, which with all the wealth ;n the world, you | 


are NT AICIETOTC: Aa1re, 


vol have {o kindly con eb d VPÞON mie ; Nor (MaGa. ne) ) do]! H0peC, 
| ' lay ſohat ir 4 COM! man VO Ne, or it you {Loutd, 
vr Haug INDE POWET TO COMaine My {elte within th> limits of your 
__ mand. Joc NOT LM 19fe ſuch a Pin Of COwRidizevnen INC ; 
: Of [ cel} VOU, 1151101 Gan Ly Man that is a man, totorbearc in {uch 
acale, and to condition ſo hard with himſelte: ; much iefle in mee, 


| 102ingas I do, and having ſwumme;,as I bauc-lone all my life long 
j 


— - — 


— YO Oo _— 


Calo. Deare Lady, 1 {nce for to cbtaine this fivour, I have | 
2<n.r my whole lie, what JOuy were It in me, iGrctuſe that which | 


thorow | 
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thorow this ſea of thy deſire and mine owne love. Will you then 
after my ſo many trauels, deny me entrance into that ſweer 
haven, where I may find ſome caſe of all my former ſorrowes ? 

oMelibea, As you lou me (Caliſto) though my tongue take 
liberty to talke whar ir will ; yer, I prythee, ler not thy hands doe 
allwhat they can, Be quiet (good Sir ) ſinceI am yours, ſuffice ic 
you content your ſelfe in the inioying of this outwardnes, which 
is the proper fruit of Louers, and not to robbe me of the 


greateſt ewell, which Nature hath inrich't mee with ; Conkider | 
beſides, That it is the property of a good ſhepheard, to fleece, | 
but not to flay his ſheep ; to theare them, bur not ro vncaſe them, 


Caliſts, Madame, What meane you by this 2 Thar my paſſions 
ould notbeat peace? Thar I thall runne over my torments 
anew ? That 1 ſhall ceturne to my old yoke againe ? Pardon (Sweet 
Lady )thcſe my impudent hands,it roo preſumprtuouſly they preſſe 


; vpon yuu, which once did neuer thinke ( fo all rogether were they 


vaworthy)not to touch, no not ſo much as any part of thy garments, | 
that they now haue leaue to lay themſclues with a gentle paime | 


onthis Cainty body of thine, this moſt white, ſotr, and delicate 
fleſh, 
Melibea. Lacrecia, goe alidea little, 


Witneſſes as ſhe of my glory. 

Melibea. Sowould not, when I doe amiſls, And had I but 
thought that you would haue vi d mee thus, or beene bur halfe ſo 
violent, as I now ſee you are, I would not haue truſted my perſon 
withſuch a rough and cruell conuerſation. 

Sofia. Triſtan, you heare what hath paſt, and how the geare goes. 

Triſtan. I heare.ſo much, that I hold my Maſter the happieſt 
man that liues., And I aſſure thee (though I am buta boy toſpeake 


of) me thinks, I could giue as good- account of ſuch a buſineſſe as 
my Maſter, 


Svſia, To ſuch a iewell as this, who would not reach out his | 


hand ? Butallow him this fleſh to his bread, and much good may 


itdoc him, For, he hath paid well for it : for a couple of his ſer- | 


uats ſerued to make ſauce for this his Loue. 

Triftaz. I had quite torgot that, Bur let them die, as- inftru- 
ments of their owne deſtruction, And let cthers as many as will, 
play the fools vpon afhance to be defe.led. But for mine owne part, 
well remember when ſeru'd the Count, that my fathergaue mce 
this Councell: that I ſhould take heed how I kill'd a man, Of all 
other things,that I ſhould beware of thar. For ( quoth hee ) you 
ſhall ſeerheMaſter merry and kindly imbraced, when his man 
(poore ſoule ) ſhall be hanged and diſgraced. 

Melibea, O my life and my deate Lord, how could you fnde in 
your heart, that I ſhould loſe the name and cruwne ot a Virgin, 


for ſo n:omencary and ſo ſhort a pleaſure > O mypoore Mother, 


&2 : it 


_ And why Madame ? I ſhould be proud tohaue ſuch | 
es 


— 
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| If thou didſt but know what wee hane done, with wir willingnes 
wouleſt thou take thine owne death ? and with what vi9ience and 
iriforcement giue mce mine? How cruell a butcher wouldit thou , 
become ot thine owne blood ? And how dolefull an end ſhould 1 
; beeof thy dayes? O my moſt honoured father,how have I wrong'd | 
\ thy reputation? And giuen both opportunitie and place to ihe | 
vtter ouerthrowing and vndoing of thy houſe > O Traitour that I | 
am ! Why did I not firſt looke 1nto that great erzor, which wou!d | 
inſue by thy entrance, as allo that great danger ; which I could not 
but expect ! | 

Selia. You ſhould have ſung this fong before. Now, it comes | 
too late : you know, it iS an old {aying ; whena thing 1s done, it 
cannotbe vndone, There is no fence for it, but what, it the foole 
Caliſio ſhould hap to heare me ? 

Caliſto. Isit poſhble? Looke and it be not da y already: Me 
thinks, we haue not been here aboue an houre, and the Clock now 
ſtricks three, | 

HMelibea: My Lord, for Towes loue, now thatall that I have, is | 
yours; now, thatl am your Miſtris ; now, that you cannot denie | 
my loue; deny mee not your ſight. And on ſuch nights as you thall 
re{olne to come, let your comming bee by this ſecret place, and at 
the ſelfe ſame houre: for then, ſhall 1 Rill looke for you prepared 
with the ſame ioy, wherewith I now comfort my ſelf in the hope- 
full expectation of thoſe ſweete nights that are to come, And fo 
for this preſent, I will take my leaue, Farewell (my Lord ) my 
hope is, that you will nor be diſcovered, for it is very darke ; Nor | 
I heard.in the houſe, for it isnot yet day, 

Caliſlo. Doe you hearethere ? bring hither the ladder: 

_ Sir, it ishere ready for you to come downe. 

Melibea. Lucrecia, come hithes, I am now allalone. My Loue is 
gone, who hath left his heart with me, and hath caken mine with 
him. Didiſt thou not heare vs, Lucrecta ? | 

Lucrecia, No Madame, I was faſt 9p of 

So(ja. Triſtan, wee muſt goe very foftely, and nor ſpeake a 
word, For, iuſt about this time, riſe your rich men, your co- 
uctous money-mongers, your penny-fathers, your Venercans and 
Loue-ſicke ſoules, ſuch asour Maſter ; your day-labourers, your 
plough-men and your ſheepheards ; who about this rime vnpinne | 
their ſheepe,and bring them totheir ſheepcorts to be milk't, And 
it way be, they may heare ſome word eſcape ys, which may wrong 
eliher Caliſto's or Melibea's honour, | | 
' Triſtan, Now you lilly Aſſe, you whoreſonne Horſe-currier, you ' 
; would have ys make no note, not a word,bue Mumrme ; and yet 

thy telfe doeſt narne her. Thou art an excelient fellow ro make a 
Guigeor Leader to conduct an Army in the Moores Countrey? | 
ſo that prohibiting, thou permitteft ; coucring, thou diſcouereſt; | 
defending, offendeſt ; bidding others hold their peace, thou thy | 

| ſelfe.. 
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ſeit: ſpeak'lt alowd, nay, proclaimes it; and proclaiming, makes | 
antwer thereunto, But though you are ſo ſubtill witced and of (ov | 
diſcreeta temper, you ſhall 'not tell mee in what moneth our | 
Lady day in harveſt falls. For we know that we haue more ftraw 
1n the houſe this yeere, rhen thou att able to car. | 
Califto, My Maſters, what a noiſe make you there ? My cares | 
and yuurs arenogalike, Enter foftely, I pray, andleaue your -prat- 
ling, that hepa the houſe may norheare vs ; Shut this doore, 
and let vs gotake our reſt, For, I will vp alone to my chamber, and 
therediſarme mee. Goe get you to bed; O wretch that I am, how 
ſurable and naturall vnto mee 1s {olitarineſle, filence,and darkenes. 
I know not whether the cauſc of it be, that there commeth now to 
minde, the treaſon that I have commutred in taking my leaue of 
that Lady, whom I fo dearelie loue, before it was further day 2 Or 
whether it be the gricte, which I conceive of my diſhonour, by 
thedeath of my feruants ? 1,1 ; this is it that greiues mee , this is 
that wound whereot I bleed, Now, that I am growen a little 
cooler ; now, that that bloud waxeth cold, which yeſterday did 
boile in mee ; now that I ſee the decaying of my houſe, my want 
of ſervice, the waſting of my patrimony, and the infamie which 
lights vpon mee by the death of my ſeruants > what haue I done ? 
How can I poſſibly containe my (elfe 2 How can I forbeare any 
longer,bur that I ſhould preſently expreſle my ſelte,as a man much 
wronged ? and ſhew my ſelfe a proud & ſpeedy reuenger of that 0- | 
pen inturie! which hath been oftered mee ? Othe miſerable ſweer- 
nes of this moſt ſhort and tranſitorie life ! who is he ſo couctous 
of thy countenance, who will notirather chooſe to die preſently, 
then to inioy a whole ycere of a ſhamfull life > and to prorogue ur 
with diſhonour, looſing the good report and honourable memory 
of his noble Anceſtours > Eſpecially, ficthence that in this world, 
wee have not any certaineor limited time - no not ſo much as a 
moment or 4 minute. We are debtours without time : wee ſtand 
continually bound ro preſent anger Vhy haue I not gone | 
abroad ,and made all the inquiry I can,after the fecrer cauſe of my | 
open perdition ? O thou (ſhort delight of the world, how little do 
thy pleaſure laſt? and how much doe they coſt > Repentance | 
ſhould nor be bought ſo deare. O miſerable that Iam, when (hal! | 
I recoucr ſo great a loſſe > what ſhall I doe > what counſell thall 
take > To whom ſhall I diſcouer my diſgrace 2 why do 1 conceale 
it from the reſt of my ſervants and kinſetolke 2 They clip and note 
my good namein their Councell.huuſe and publike Aſſemblie, 
and make mee infamous throughout the whole Kingdome: and | 
they of mine owne houſe and kindred muſt not know of it; | wil] 
our amoneſt them, Burt if I goe our and tel[ chem tharl was pre 
ſent, it is too late ; ifabſent, it is too ftoone. And ro provide mee 
of friends, antient ſeruants, and neere allyes, it will ask | 


time;as likewiſe that we be furniſh'd with Armes,and other prepa*}. 
rations 
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| rations of vengeance. O thou cruell Iudge, what il! payment haſt | 


— 


—— — 


thou made mee of that my fathers bread, which ſo often thou haſt 
eaten? I thought, that by thy fauour I might have killd 
athouſand men without controlment. O tþ ou falſifier of faith, 
thou perſecutorof the truth, thou man moulded of the baſer ſort 
of earth! Truly is the proucrbe verified in thee; that for want of 
200d men thou waſt madea Iudge. Thou ſhouldſt haue conſidered, 
that thy ſelte, and thoſe thou didtt put ro death, were ſcruants to 
my Anceſtors and me, and thy tellowes and companions, But when 
the baſc to riches doth aſcend, he regardeth neither kindred nor 
friend. Who would haue thought, that thou wouldſt have wrought 
my vndoing? But there is nothing more hurttull, then an vnex- 
pected enemy. Why wouldſt rhoy that it ſhould be verified of 
thee, That that which came out of eEzxa, ſhould conſume fra, ? 
And that [ hatcht che Crow, which pick't. out mine eyes? Thou 
thy ſe'fe arta publike delinquent, and yet puniſheſt thoſe that were 
private offerdors. But I would have thee to know ; that a private 
faulr is lefle then a publike, and leſle che inconuenience and danger: 
Ar leali,according rothe Lawes of Athens, which were not written 
in blood, bur doe Wo that it 15a lefle error,not tocondemne a de- 
linquenr, then to puniſh the 1nocent, O how hard a matter is it, 
ro fallow a iuft cauſe before an vaiult Iudge ! How niuch more 
this exccſie of my ſeruants, which was not tree from offence ! But 


| coniider with all {j [t:* of all Stoicall Paradoxe, their guilt was not 
_ equall, though their 1afterings alike, What deſeru'd the one, for 


' that which the other did ? TI hat onely becauſe he was bis com- | 
' panion, thou ſhouldſt doome them both ro death ? But why doe | 


| Italke thus > With whom doe I diſcourſe? Am i in my right wits? 


What's the matter with thee,Caliſfo > Dream'ſi thou, {leep'ſt thou, 


' or wak'ltthou ? Stand'ſt thou on thy teete ? Orlieſt thou allalong ? 
| Conſider with thy ſelfe that thou art in thy chamber.Doeſt thou 
' not ſeethet the offendor is not preſent > With whome doeſt thou 


contend? Come againero thy ſelf; weigh with thy ſelfe,that the ab- 
ſent wereneuer fond iuſt. But if thou wilt be vpright in thy iudge- 
ment, thou ruſt keepe an eare for either party. Doeſt thou nor 
ſee, thar the Law is {uppoſed to be equall vnto all ? Remember 
that Romnlus the firſt tounder of Rope, kill d his owne brother, be. 


| cauſe he tranſgreſſed the Law.Confider that T orquaius the Koms awe 


— — 
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{lew his owne ſunne, becauſe he exceeded his Commiſhon, And 
mzny other like vnto theſedid this man doe. Thinke likewiſe with 


—_— 
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thy telte, rhar if the Iudge were here preſent, hee would make | 
thee this Anſwer; that rhe Principall and ti:e Acceflary, the Actor | 


' and Conſenter, doe merit equall puniſhment, k;owbeir, they 


were bothnotwirhſtanding execured,for thar which was comirted 
but by one. And if that other had uot bis pardon, but reeciued 
a ſpeedy iudgement, it was, becauſe the fault was notorious, and 
needed no further proofes : as alſo that they were cakenin the very 

Act 
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A of murther, and that one of them was found dead of his fall ' 
from the window, And it is likewiſe to be imagined, That thar 
weeping wench which Celeſtine kept in her houſe, made them rv 


; haſten the more by her wofull and lamentablenoyſe : And that 


the Indge, that he might not make a hurly burly ofir, thathe 
miphrnor detame mee, and that he might not ſtay till the people 
{9u!d preſſe rogether,and keare the proclaiming of thar great in- | 


famy, which could nor chooſe but follow mee, hee did {enrence | 


| them fo carly aShedid ; and the common Hangman, which was | 
; the Cryer, could doe no otherwiſe, that he might cumply with ' 
' their execution and his owne ditcharge, All which, if it were | 


' done as I conceiue itto bee, I ought rather toreſthis debtor, 
| and rhinke my ſelfe bound vnto him the longeſt day of my life, not 
' as tomy fathers ſomerimes ſeruant, but as ro my true and natural! 
| brother, Bur put caſe it were not ſo;or ſuppoſe I ſhould not contter | 
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itinthe better ſcnce,yet call,Calzfo,to mind the great toy and ſolace 
thou haſt had, bethinkerthy ſelfe of thy ſweets ny and Miftrifle, 
aad thy whole and fole happines : and fince for lier fake thoy ©- 
fteemeſt thy life as nothing for to doe her feruice, thou 2rt not to 
make any reckoning of the death of others : and the rather becauſe 
no ſorrow can equall thy received pleaſure, O my Lady and my 
life, thar I ſhould euer thinke to offend thee in thy abſence ! And 
yet 1 ding as Ldoe, methinks, it argues againſt mee, that I hold 
if {mall e{iceme thar great and ſingular fauour, which I haue re- 
ceived at chy hands. I will now no longer thinke on griete; I will 
no longer entertaine friendſhip with ſorrow. O incomparable 
v00d ! O inſatiable contentment ! And what could I haue asked | 
more of heauen,in requitrall ofall my merits in this life ( if they be | 
ary) then that which I have already recciued > Why thould 1 not. 
con:ent my ſelfe with ſo great a blefling 2 wiicl: being fo, it ſtands | 
not with reaſon that TI ſhould be vngratefull voto hin, whohath | 
conferr'd vpon mee fo greata good : | will therefore acknow!eilve 

it, I will not with carecraze my vnderſtanding, lelt that being lott, 

[ ſhould fall from ſo high and fo glorious a poſſeſſion. TI defireno 

other honour, no other glory, no other riches, no other father nor | 
mother, no other friends nor kinsfolkes. Inthe day, I will aide | 
in my chamber: 1n the night, in that ſweere Paradiſe, in that plea. | 
fant groue, that greene plot of ground amidſt thoſe {weere trees 


and freſh and delighrſome walks, O night of ſweet reft and quiet! | 


| Othatthou hadſt made thy returne! O bright ſhining Phebas, drive | 
' on thy Charriot apace,make haſte to thy, 1tourneys end, O comtort. | 


able and delightful: ſtarres, breake your wont,ant appeare before 
your time, & out of your wented and continued courſe! O dull ane! | 
[low clocke, 1 with to ſee rhee burned inthe quickeſt anc] louelie!! 
fire that Love can make, For didft thou but expect that which 1 
doe, when thou firikelt rwelue, thou wovldſt never indure to bee | 
tyedto the will of the matter that made thee! O vee tyemartoa:! ; 
> > 
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nd winterly months, which now hide your heads and live 1n dark. , 


rcs and vbſcurity! Why haſte yee not to cut off theſe tedious daies 
with your longer nights? Me thinks, it1s almoſt a yeere, lince [ 


ſaw thar ſweete con:iort and molt delighttull refreſhing of my 


raue's, But what doc Iaske > Why likea foole doe I, out of im- 


' paticncie defire that which never either was or ſhall bee ? For your 


naturall courſes did never lcarne to wheele away. For to all of 


 themthere isanequall c curic , to all of them one and the ſelte- 


{ame ſpace and tinze, Not ſo muchas to lite and death, bur there 


| is a {crtled and limitedend, The {ecret motions of the high firma- 


ment of hcauen, of the Planets and the North. ſtarre, and of the 1n- 
creaſe and wane of the Moone, all of theſe are ruled with an equall 
reyne,all of theſe are moued with anequall ſpurre. Heauen,Earth, 
Sca, Fire, Wind, Heate and Cold, What will it benefit me, thar 
this clocke of yron ſhould firike twelue, if that ot heauen doe nor 
hammer with it > And therefore though I riſe neuer ſo ſoone, it 
will ncuer the ſooner be day. But thou my ſweete Imagination, 
thou, who canſt onely helpe me in this caſc, bring thou vato my 
Phantaſie the vnparaleld preſence of that glorious Image, Cauſe 


| thou to come vnto my eares that ſweete Mulicke of her words, 


' thoſe her vawilling hangings oft without profic, thar her prety, | 


I prythee leaue off; Forbeare, good Sir,it you loue me ; Touch me 
' not ; Due not deale ſo diſcourteoully with me, Out of whole ruddy 


| doing:which ſhe would euermore be out withall. Befides,thoſe her | 


lips, me thinks,I hearetheſe words {till ſound, Doe not ſcek my,va- 


- amorous imbracements betwixtcuery word;that her looking of her 


_ — — 


{clic from me; and clypping mee againe ; that her flying from mee 
and her comming to mee;thoſe her ſweete ſugred Kifles z and that 
her laſt ſalutation wherevith ſhee rooke her leaue of miec. O with 
what paine did it iſſue from her mouth ! with what reſuicitation of 
her ſpirits ! with how many teares, which did ſeeme to be ſo many 
round pearls, which cid tall without any noyſe from her cleare 
and reſplendent eyes ! 

Soſia, Whar think(t thou of Caliſſo? How hath he ſlept 2 Ir is 
row vpon foure of the ciocke in the atter-noone, and he hath ney- 
ther 2s yet called vs, nor eaten any thing. 

Trim. Hold your peace, tor fleepe requires no halle. Beſides, 
on the « ne (ide, hic is oppreſſed with ſadnes and melancholy for his 
ſcxvents : aud onthe outher fide tranſported with that gladſome de- 
light and {1ngular great pleaſure, which he hath inioyed with his 
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AMeclibea. And thou know i, that where two ſuch {irong and con- | 
trary paſſions meete, in whumſocuer they (hall kouſe themſclues, | 


with what forcible violence they will worke vpon a weake and 
tecble ſubiect, 


$ oſ:a,Doit thou thinke that he takes any great gricfe and care for | 


thote that are dead?If ſhe did notgrieve more,whom I ſee here out 
of the window goe along the ſtreet, ſhe would not weare a vayle 


of | 
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| that colour as ſhe does, 
Triſtan. Who is that, brother !? 


— —_ = 


is Flicia, Celeſtina's ſeruant, and Sempronio's triend : theisa good, 
pretty, handſome, wel-fauoured wench, though now (poore foule ) 
thee be left tothe wide world, and forſaken of all, For ſhee ac- 


- — —— -. 


' friend. And in that houſe, where you ſee her now entcr, there dwels 


ſelfe {o tobe, thatcan purchaſe her fauour at ancalie rare,and winne 
her to be his friend, Her name is Areuſa, for whole ſake, I know, 
that vofortunate and poore Parmeno indured many a miſerable 
night. And I know,that ſhee (poore fovle) is nothing pleafed wich 
his death. 


--, SCTTSOS 


THE ARGVMENT. 


of Elicia, which Elicia recounts vnts Areula the deaths, which 
had mſued vpon the loue of Califtoand Melibea. 4nd Areuſfa 
and Elicia agree,and conclude together that Centurio ſbould re. 
uenge the death of all thoſe three, pon the two young Lowers. Thit 
done, Eliciatakes her leaue of Areuſa, and would not be intreated 


to ſtay, becauſe ſhee would not loſe ber market at home in her accu. 
flomea Lodgmg. 


So{ia, Come hither and ſee her, before ſhe be paſt, Scelt thou | 
that mournefull mayd,which wipes the teares from her eyes! Thar | 


counted Celeſtiaa her mother, and Sempronio her chictelt and buſt | 


a very fayre woman, [he is exceeding wel-fauoured, very freſh and | 
lovely, the is halfe Courtezane , yer happy is hee, and counts him. | 


— = — —  -— — 


\ REVSA Vtters iniutions ſpedches to aRuffian, called Cen- | 
turio, wbo takes his leaue of her, occaſioned by the comming mn 
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INTERLOCVTORS, 


Elicia, Centurio, Areuſa. 


PEST Lic, What ayles my Couſin, that ſhee cries,and 
' Fx FAIRY takes on as ſhee does ? It may be ſhee hath al- | 
\ J& ready heard of that ill newes, which I came to ' 
I + | bring her : it ſhe haue, I ſhall have no reward cf her | 
WI 


tor my heauy tydipgs. ay 29s on,weepe 
= thy bclly-full; let thine eyes breake their banks, 
and ouertiow thy boſome with an eternall deluge; for two ſuch men 
were not euery where to be had; it is ſome eaſe yer vnto mee, that 
thee ſo riſenrs the matter, and hath fo true a feeling of their deaths, 
Doe, teare, and rent thy hayre, as (I poore ſoule) haue done before 
thee: and thinke, and conſider with thy fſelfe, thatto fall from a 
happy lite,is more miſerable then death it felfe,O how I hugge her 
in my heart! How much more, then ever heeretofore, doe I now 


 loue her; that ſhe can expreſſe her paſſion in ſuch lively colours,and 


paint forth ſorrow to it's perte and true life! 

Areuſa, Get thee out of my houſe, thou ruftanly Raſcall ; thou 
lying companion ; thou cheating Scoundrell ; thou haſt deluded 
mee, thou Villaine ; thou haſt plaid bob-toole with nee, by thy 
vaine and idle offers ; and with thy faire words and flattering ſpea- 
ches (A pocks on that ſmooth rongue of thine !) thou haſt rob'd me 
of ail taat I haue, I gave thee (you Rogue) alerkin and a Cloake, 
a 5word and a Buckler,and a coup'e of Shirts, wrought with a thou- 
ſand deuices, all of needle-worke ; I furniſt:ed:thee with armes and 
a Horie, and placed thee with ſucha Matter, as thou waſt not wor. 
thy to wipe his ſhooes, And now that ] intreat thee to do a buſineſic 
tor mee, thou makeſt a thouſand frivolous excuſes. 

Centurio, Command mee to kill tennce men, to doe you ſeruice, 
rather rhen to pur me to walke a League on foot for you. 

Areuſa- Why then did you play away your horſe? You muſt be 
a Dicer with a murraine; had itnot beene tor mee, chou hadſt becne 
hang'd long fnce, Thrice haue I freed thee from the gallowes ; 
foure times haue I disimpawnd thee, firſt from this, and then from 
that Ordinary,when as thou might'ſt hauc rotted in priſon, had not 
I redcem'd thee, and paid thy debrs. O that I ſhould have any 
thing todoe with ſuciia Villaine ? that I ſhould be ſuch a foole ? 
tha: I ſhould have any affiance in ſuch a falſe-hearred, white-liuer'd 
ſlave ? that I ſhould beleeue him and his lies ? that 1 ſhould once 
ſuffer him ro come within my doores ? Whara diuell is there good 
in him ? his hayre is curled, and ſhagg'd like a water Spaniell ; his 


face ſcotchr, and norchr; he hath beene twice whipt vp and downe | 
the Towne z hee is lame on his ſword-arme, and hath ſome thirty | 
whores | 
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whores inthe common Stewes, Get thee our of my houſe,and that 
| preſcntly roo ; looke mce no more in the face ; gyo_ not to mee; | 
| no nota word; neyther ſay thou, that thou did'ſt cuer know mce | 
' leſt,by the bones of my father who begot me,8& of my mother,who | 
brought me forth ; [cauſe 2000, Baſtinadoes to be laid vpon thar 
Millers backe of thive, For, I would thou ſhouldſt know, I haue a 
friend ina corner, that will not ſticke rodoe a greater matter then | 
that for mee, and come off handſomely with it, when he has done, 

Centurio, The foolc is mad,l thinke. But doe you heare, Dame? 
ifI be nettled, I (hall ting ſome body z if my choller be moucd, I | 
; ſhalldrawe rearcs from fome ; I thall make ſome body pur finger | | 
; intheeye; [ ſhall, yfaich, Bur for once, I will goe my wayesand ſay 
nothing ; I will ſuffer all this at your hands, leſt ſome body may 
come in, or the neighbours chance to heare vs, 

Eltcia. 1 will in, tor that is no true ſound of ſorrow, which ſends 
forth chreatnings and reuilings, | 

Arcuſa, O wietch that] am; Is you, my Elicia? I can hardly | | 
belecuc it, But what meancs this ? Who hath cloath'd thee thus in 
; ſorrow ? What mourning weede is this > Beleeue mee (Coulin) | 
{ you much afright mee. Tell me quickly, whar's the matter ? For I | 
| long to know it- O,what aqualme comes ouer my ſtomack ! Thou | 
halt not left me onedrop of bloud in my body, 

Elicia, Great ſorrow, great loſle; that which I ſhew, is bur | 
little ro that which I feeleand conceale, My heart is blacker then 
my mantle; my bowels, then my veyle. Ah, Coulin,Couſin; Iam 
notableto ſpcake through hoarſeneſle ; I cannor for ſobbing, ſead 
my words " Ava out my breſt, 

Areaſa. Ay miſerable mee z why doſt thou hold me inſuſpence ? 
Tell mee, tel] mee, 1 ſay, doe not you teare your hayre, doe not you 
ſcratch and martyre your face, deale nor fo ill with your (elfe, Is 
this euill common to vs both ? Appertaines it alſo vnto mee ? 

Elicia, Ay, my Couſin ! my deare Loue, Sempronio and Parmeno 
are now no more they liue not; they are no longer of this world; ' 
dead, alafle they are dead, | 

Areuſa, Whar doſt thou tell mec> No morel intreat chee; for | 
pitty hold thy peace, leſt I fall downe dead at thy feer, 

.  Elicia, There is yetmore 11] newes to come vnto thine cares, | 
Liſten well cothis wotull wight, and ſhee (hall rell thee a longer 
Taleof woe; thy ſorrowes haue nor yet theircnd; Celcſtina, thee | | 
whom thou knewſt we!l ; ſhee whom ] eſteemed as my Mother ; | 

ſhee who did cocker mee as her childe, ſhee who did couer all | | | 
my infirmitics ; ſhee, who made metro be honoured amongſt my | | 1 
equals ; (hee by whoſe meanes1 was knowne thorow all the City | | | 
and ſuburbs of the ſame, ſtandsnow zendring vp an account of all | 
her works, I ſaw her with theſe eyes ftabb'd ina thouſand places. | 
They ſlew her in my lap, 1 folding her in minearmes. | 

Areuſa, © ſtrong tribulation ! O heauy newes worthy our be- | 
| + wavling! * 
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wWaylnsg ! O ſwiſt-footed misfortunes ! O incurable d ru ton ! 
( ) intreparable lofſe! O how quickly hath toreune turned! about 
her wheelc ! VVho flew them ? How did they dyc? Thou hat made 
mee almoſt be{des my ſclte with this thy newes,and to ftand ama 
zed as one, who heares a thing that ſeemes tobe 1m; offible, It +: 


not cight dayes agoc lincc Ifaw them all aliuc, Tellme (gc od | 


friend) How did this cruell and vnlucky chance happen *? 

Elicia. You {hall know. Tam ſure ( Coutin) you haue already 
eard rell of rhe loue betwixt Calo and that twole Meliber. Ani 
vou likewite ſaw how Celeſtina, at the interceſſion Of Senteros jo, (v 
a5 ilice might bepaid for her paines_ vndertcuke the charge of 
tha: buſineſfle, and to be the tneanes toeftect it for him; wherein 
inee vied ſuch diligence, and was {ocarefull in the fol! lowing of it, 
that thee drew water ar the ſecond ſpitting. Now when Cal:/fo 


law 10 good and fo quicke a diſpatch, which he neuer r hop ed to | 


hauc ofe Atcd, amongſt diuers other things, hee gaue this my vn- 
tortunatc Aunt a chaine of gold. Andas it 15 the nature of that me. 
tall, that the more we drinke thereof, the more weethirit ; ſhee, 
when the faw her {elte ſo rich, appropriated the whole gaineto her 
jeite, and would net let Sempronis and Parmeno have their parts, 
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it being betore 22reed vpon betweene them, that whatſocuer Ca- | 
lifogave her, they ſhould ſhare it alike, Now , they being come / 


home weary one morning from accompaning, cheir Maſter, with 
whom they had beene abroad ail nighe, being in great choller and 
heate, vpon I know not what quarrells and brawles, (as they them- 
{clues ſaid ) that had beryded them, rtlicy demanded part of the 
chayne of Celeſt;na,tor to relicue chemfelues therewith. Shee ſtood 
vpon deniall ofany fuch couenant or promiſe made berweene 
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them ; athrming the whole gaine to be duetoher; and diſcove- | 
ring withall other petty matters of ſome ſecrecie. For, (asitin | 
the "Proucrbe) when Gofſips brawle, then our goes all. So that 


they being mightily inraged, on the one fide neceſſity did vroe 
them, which rents and breaks allthe louc in the w orld; on th e 0. 
ther 11de, the great anger and wearinefle they brought chither with 
them, which many times workes an alteration in vs, And beſides, 
they jaw thar they were forſakenin their fayreſt hopes, thee break. 
ing her faith and promiſe with them: $So rhat they knew not in 
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the wor!id what to do; and {0 continued a great w] tile PON terires | 
with her, ſome hard words pathng to and fro berwecne them, Bur | 


inthe end perce:aing her couetous diſpoſition, and finding that ſhe 


{ill perſcuered in her denyall, they layd hands vpon their ſtvor ds, | 


and hackrand hew'd her in a thouſand PICCCS, 

Arcuſa, O vntor:unate woman ! Vaſt thou ordained to end thy 
dayes in lo miſerable a manner as this > Bur for them, I pray what 
becaine of them 2 How came they ro their end ? 

Elicia. They, as ſoone as cuer they had commitied this foule 
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murder; that they might auoyde the Juſtice, the .1/-a/ze paſſing by | 
y | 
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| by chanceat that very inſtant, made mee no mere adoe, but leapr 
preſently out at the windowes; and being ina manner dead with 
the fall, they preſently apprehended them,and withour any further 
' delay, chopt oft cheir heads, 

Areuſa. O my Parmeno,my loue ; what ſorrow doel feele for thy 
take? How much doth thy death rorment mee ? It grieues me,tor 
rhat my great loue, which in ſo ſhort a ſpace, I had ſettled vpon | 
him, {thence it was not my fortune co inioy him longer. But be- | 
10g that this ill fucceſic hath inſued, being that this miſchance hath | | 
hapned, and being that their lives now loſt, cannot be bought, ©: 
reltored by teares, doe not thou vexe thy {cife ſo much in grieuing | 
and weeping out thine eyes : | gricue as much,and belceuc,thou hati | | 
but little aduantage of mee inthy forrowing ; and yet thou ſceſt | 
with what patience I beare ir, and paſſe it over, 

Elicia, O ! I grow mad. Owretch that I am,I am ready torun 
out Of my wits! Ay me, there is not any bodies -gricte, that is like * 
to mine; there is not any body, that hath loſt chat whichT haue loſt! 

© how much berter,and more honeſt had my teares beene in ano- | 
ther perſous paſhon, then mine owne! whither {hall I goc? tor 1 
haue lott both money, meate, drinke, and clothes; I haue loft my | 
friend, and fuch a one, that had hee beene my husband, hee could 
| not have beene more kinde vnto mee, O thou wile Ce/eftina, thou | 
' 1auch honoured Matrone, and of great authority ; how often did'ſt 
thou couecr my faults by thy ſingular wiſdome? Thou took t paines, 
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| wa (: [ rooke pleaſure; thou went'ſt abroad, whil't I ſtaid at home; 
thou went'ti in tatters and ragpges, whil'lt I did ruffle in Silkes and 
| Satens ; chou ſtill cameſ} home like a Bee, continually laden,whil'tt 
' I did nothing but ſpend, and play the varthrifr : for I knew | | 
not elle what to doe. O thou worldly happineſle, and ioy., which ' | 


while(l thou art poileſled, artthe leſſe eſteemed ! Nordoſt thou e- | 
uer let vs know what thou art, till we know that thou art not; f:n- | 
ding our loſſe, greater by wanting, then in inioying thee; neuer | | 
| knowing what we haue,till wehaue thee not, O Caliſto and Melzbea, | 
| occalioners of to many deaths ! let fome ill attend vpon your loue; 

' let your ſfweere meate have ſome ſowre ſauce; your pleaſure, paine; 

 lecyour ioy be rurned into mourningithe pleaſant flowres whercon 

| you tooke your itolne ſolace, lerthem be turned into Serpents aud 

; Snakes ; your ſongs, let them be turned into howlings 3 the ſhady | 

| rrecs of the garden, lt them be blaſted and withered with your loo- | 

| kinz onthem ; your ſweet ſenting, blofſon.cs and buddes, ler them ( 

| be blacke and diſmall ro behold, b TW, 

Arcu(a. Good Couſin, content your ſelfe, I pray, be quiet; 1n- | 


; toyne tilence to your complaints ; ſtop the Couduit-pipes to your | 
| tearcs; Wipe your eyes; take heart againe vnto you. For when tor- 
| tune thuts one gate, ſhe vſually ſets open another ; and this eſtate of | 
| yours, though it be neuer ſo much broken, it will be ſoldred, and 
' ma.'e whole againe : And many things may be reuenged,which are 
| impollivlc 
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| impoſſible to be remedicd ; whereas this hath a doubtfull remedy, | 
' and a ready reuenge. ; 
Elicia, But by whom ſball we mend our ſelues > Of whom ſhall * 
' webereucnged, when as her death, and thoſe that ſlew her, have | 
' brought all this affliction and anguilt, vpon mce? Nor doth the ' 
\ punithment of the delinquent lefſe gricue me, then the errour they | 
committed, What would you have me todo, when as all the bur. 
| then lies vpon my ſhoulders? I would with all my heart thatT were 
now with them, that ] might not lic heere, to lament and be- 
waile them all as I doe. And that which grieues mce moſt, is, to 
ſce that for all this, that Vallair.c Califfo, who hath no ſenſe,nor fee- 
ling of his ſeruants deaths, goes euery night ro {ce and viſit his 
filth Aelibca, feaſting and folacing himſelte in her company, whi- 
leſt ſhe growcs proud, glorying to lee ſo much bloud to be ſacrifi- 
ced to her ſeruice, | 
Areuſa, Ifthis be true, of whom can wee reuenge our ſelues ber. | 
ter? And therefore, hee that hath eaten the mcate, let him pay the | 
| {kor;leaue the matter to mee, let mealone to deale with them: For, | 
' if I can buttracke them, or but once find the ſent of their footing, |: 
, or but havethe leaſt inkling inthe world, when, how, where, and | 
' at what houre they viſit one another, nener hold me true daughter | 
| ro that old paſty-wer.ch whom you kne w tull well, if I doe nor give 
them ſowre ſauce to rhceir {weete meate ; and make that their louc 
diſtaſtefull, which now they ſwallow downe with delight ; and if I 
imploy in this buſineſſe that Ruthan,whom you tound mce rayling 
againſt, when you came into the houſe, ifhe proue not a worſe Ex- 
ccutioncr for Caliſto,then Sempronio was for Celeſtina, never truſt me 
more, Q! how quickely the Villaine would fat himſelte with joy, 
and how happy would hee hold kimfelfe jt I would bur impoſe any 
ſcruice vpon him! for he went away from me very ſad and heavy, 
10 ſee how courſely I ved him : and thould I but now fend for him 
againe,aud {pcake kindly vato him,he would thinke himſclfe taken 
\ pin [ome ſtrange ſweet rapture; ſo much will he be rauiſhed with 
ioy. And therefore tell me (Couſin) how I may learne, how this bu- | 
{incſle goes, {or I will ſer ſuch a trap for them,as, it they be taken in | 
it, (ball make Metibea weepe as much, as now the Jaugheth, | 
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Elicia, Mary, I know ({weete Coulin) another companion of 
' Parmend's, Caliſto's grxoome of the ſtable, whoſe name is Soſia, who 
| accompanies him eucry night that hee goes; I will fee, what I can | 
| ſuck t.om him; and this (I ſuppoſe) will be a very good courſe for | 
| the matter you talke of, 

Areuſu, Buthcare you me, Couſin, I pray doe me the kindneſle, | 
to fend So; hicher vato me, I will rake him in hand a little, I will 
enzertaine talke with him ; and one while I will fo flatter him, an. * 
other while make him ſuch faire offers, that in theend, I will diue | 
into-him, and reach the very depth ot his heart, andTearne from 
him, as well what hath bceae alrcady, as what is to be done heere- 

after. | 
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| after: Ar leaſt learne ſo much as we deſire to know,or may ſerue our | 
rurne ; and when I ſhall have effe&ed this, | wilt make him and his ' | 
o Maſter to vomit vp all the pleaſure they haue eaten, And thou £1j. | 
' c1a) that artas deare to me, as mine owne ſoule, doe not you vexc | 
' your ſclieany more, but bring your apparell, and ſuch implements | 
as you haue, and comeand live with mee; for there where you are, | 
you {tall remaine all alone : and ſadnefſe (vou know) is a friend to | ; 
ſolicarinefſe, What wench ? anew Loue will makethee forget the | | 
oL1 : one Sonne that is borne, will repaire the loue of three that | 
b-dead, With a new ſucceſſour, we receive anew the ioy(ull me- 
. 110ry,and loſt delights of forepaſled times. If I haue a loafe of bread, 
+ ra peany in my purſe,thou ſhalt hauc halfe of ir, And I have more 
compathon of thy ſorrow,then of thoſe that did cauſe it, True it is, 
that the loſle of that doth grieue a man more, which hee alread 
_ poſſeſieth, then the hope of the like good can glad him,be itneuer fo 
; ceriaine, You ſee,the matter is paſt all remedy;an 1 dead men cannor 
| be recald: you know the old ſaying: Fie vpon this weeping,let them 
' dye, and we live. As for the reſt that remaine bchince, leaue that 
| tome; [ willtake order for Caliſfo and £HMcltbea ; and I ſhall giue 
| them as bitter a potion to drinke, as they haue giucn thee. O Cou- 
{in, Couſin, how witty amI when Iam angry to turne all theſe their 
plots vpſide downe ! and though I am bur young, and a Girle to 
lpeake of, to breake the necke of theſe their deviſes, I ſhall ouer- 
' throw them horſe and foote, F | 
Elicis, Bethinke your ſelfe well, what you meane todoe, For, I 
protuiſe you, though I ſhould doe as-youu would haue mee, and 
{nould ſend Sofia vato you,yet can-I nag beperſwaded that your de. 
fire will take efte, For thepuniſhmenr of thoſe who lately ſuffred 
for diſcloſing their ſecrets, will make him ſeale vp his lips,and looke | 
a little better to his life, Now for my comming to your houſe,and |, | 
to dwell with you; as the offer is very Rinde, fo 1 yeeld you the beſi | 
kinde of thankes I can render you ; and Joze blele you tor ir, and 
helpe you in your neceſſity ; for therein doſt thou well ſhew, thar 
kindred and Alliance ſerue not for ſhadowes, but ought rather tobe | 
profitable and helpfull in aduerſity; and therefore, though I ſhould | 
be willing todoe, as you would haue mee,in regard of that deſire, 
which I haue to inioy your ſweet company; yet can it not conueni- | 
ently be done, in regard of that loſſe which would light vpon me;for | 
I know,it cannot but be greatly romy hindrance ; the reaſon there- 
of I need not to tell you, becauſe I ſpeake 70 one that 13 intelligent, 
and vnderſtands my meaning ; for there, Couſin, where I am, 1 am 
well knowne ; there am I well cuſtomed ; that houſe will never 
loſe the name of old Celeſtina; thither continually reſort your young 
wenches bordring thereabouts, louing creatures, willing wormes, 
and ſuch as are beſt knowne abroad, being of halfe blood ro thoſe, 
whom Celcſtisa bred vp ; there they drive all their bargaines, and | 


there they make their matches, and doe many other things belies, 
(as, 
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| matter itis, to forgoe that which we have beere vied vito ; and to 
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(as you know well enough) whereby row and then 1 reape ſome 
profit, Beſides, thoſe few friends that T baue, know not elſewhere 
to ſeeke after mee. Moreover, you are not ignorant, how hard a 


alter cuſtowe, is as diſtaſtefull as death : A rolling ſtone never ga- 
thers moſſe, and therefore I willabide where Iam : And it for no 
other reaſon, yet will I ſtay there,' becauſe my houſe-rent 1s free, 
hauing a full yeere yet to come, and will not let it be loft, by ly- 
ivg idleand empty ; ſo that though every particular r:aton may 
not take place, yet when I weigh them altogerher, T hope 1 hall 
-eſt excuſed, and you contented, It is now high time for mce to be 
cone ;; what wee haue talked cf, 1 will take that charge vpon mee z 


and ſo farewell, 
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| : True ArRGVMENT. 


' DLEBERIO, ard Alila, thipking that their daughter Meli- 
bea had kept her virginity Vnſpotted aud vntoucht whichwas 

| (as it ſeemed) quite couttay; they fall i talke about marrymg of 

| Melibea,which diſcourſe of theirs, [be /o tmpatiently enaurea,and | 

| was ſogriened im hearing her father treate of it, that (hee ſent in | 

| Lucrecia to interrupt them, that by ber comming in, ſhe might ot- 


 caſron them to breake off aoth therr d;ſcourſe aud purpoſe, 


INTERLOCVTORS, 
Melibea, Lacrecia, Pleberio, Aliſa. 


5 | Leberrh. My wiſe, and friend Aliſa; time (methinks) 

S P Auk tips (as they fay) from betweene ovr hands; 2nd our | 
EG ] dayes dee glyde away like water downe a River. 
(X77 #1 There is not any thing that flyes fo ſwift, as the life 
SL>) Of man : Leath ſtill tollowes vs, and heeges vs in | 
on euery fide; whereuntowe our ſelucs now draw nigh, Weeate | 
| row (according to the courſe of nature)to be i} ortly $nder his ban. | 
ner ; this wee may plainely perceiue, it wee will but heh01d our e- | 
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quals, our brethren and our kinsfolke round about vs; the grave 
hath Cceuoured them all , chey are all brought to their laſt home, 
And ſithcgge we are vncertaine when we ſhall be called hence, f(ce- 
ing ſuch ctfraine and infallible ſignes of our ſhort abode, it beho. 
ueth vs (asitis 1n the Prouerbe) to lay our beard a ſoaking, when 
we ſec our neighbours ſhauing off, and to feare, [eſt that which de- 
tell chem yeſterday, may vetall vs to morrow, Let vs therefore pre- | 
pare our ſelues, and packe vp our fardles, fortogoethis inforced | 
:Ourney whſch cannot be auoyded. Let not that cruell and doletull 
ſounding trumpet of death, fummon vs away on the ſudden and 
; vnprouided, Let vs prepare our {elues, and fer them inorder whi- | | 
| leit we haue time, for it is better ro preuent, then to be prevented ; 
| let vy$conferre our ſubſtance on our ſweet ſucceſſour; ler vs couple 
| our onely daughter to a husband, ſuch a one as may ſute with our 
| ettate, that wee may goe quietly and contentedly out of this world. 
; Thewhich with r.uch diligence and carcfulneſſe, wee ought from | 
; benc forth to endeuour and pur in cxecution : and what we hauc at | 
other times commenced in this matter, we ought now toconſum- | 
mate it, I»would not by our negligence haue our daughter in Guar- 
dians hands; I like not the ſhould be a Ward; ſhe is not ft for mar- 
riage, an therefore much better for her to be ina houſe of her 
owne, then in ours : by which meahes wee ſhall free her from the 
toungs of the vulgar; ter there is no vertue ſoabſolute & ſo perfect, 
'which hath not her detraRing and foule-mouthed ſlanderers, ney- 
ther 15 there any thing, whereby a Virgins good name 1s kept more 
! pure and vnſpotted,then by a mature and timely marriage. Whoin | 
all this City will rctuſcour Alliance? who will nor be glad to inioy 
ſuch a lewell , in whom thoſe foure principall things concurre, 
which are demanded and defired in marriage? The firſt, Diſcretion, 
Honeſty and Virginity. The ſecond, Beauty, Ihe third, Noble 
birth and Parentage. The laſt, Riches. With ail theſe nacure hath 
endowed her, VV hatſoeuer they ſhall require ofvs,they ſhall find ir 
to be full and perteR, 

Aliſa, My Lord Pleberio, heaven bleſſe her, and fend her foto 
doe.that we may ſee ourdeſires accomplithed in our life time. And 
I am rather of opinion thatwee ſhall want one that is equal! with | 
our daughter, conſidering her vertuc and noblenefle of blood, then 
that there are ouver-many that are worthy to weare her ; but be- 
cauſe this office more properly appertaineth to the father then the 
mother, as you ſhall diſpoſe of her, ſo ſhalll reſt contented,and the | | 
remaine obedient, as ſhall beſt beſeeme herchaite carriage, her ho. | | 
neſt hife, and mecke diſpoſition. | 

Lucrecia. But if you knew as much as I doe, your hearts would 
burſt in ſunder. I,I, you miſtake your marke, (hee is not the wo- 
man you wot of ; the belt is loſt z anill yeere1s like toattend vpon | | 
your vld age. Cal:ſts hath pluckt"that Howre wherein you ſo much | 
glory, Thereis not any that can now new filme her, or repaire oor | | 
| Z 0! ' 
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tot Virginity, for Celeſt;za 1s dead, the Cnely curer of a crackt mai- 
dcn-head, you haue awaked ſomewhat of the latef} ; you ſhould 
have rifcn a little carelier, Harke, harke ; good Miſireje Melihea, 
harke, Ifay, | 
Mdibea, V\ hat does the {oole there ſneaking in the corner? 
Lucrecta. Come hither, Madame, and vou ſhall heare how for. | 
ward your father and mother are for to prouide you a husband,you 
{hail be marcied out cf hand, our of hand, Madame. 
Melibes. Forallloves ſake ſpeake foftly ; they will heare you by | 
' andby; letthem talke on, they deginne to doat ; for this month | 
they have had no other talke ; their minde hath cume on nothing 
{{i:z it may be their heart rels them of the great Joue which I 
bearc to Cal:{fo, as alſoof that which for this months ſpace hath 
ped between vs. I know not whether they have had any inkling |; 
ot our mceting? or whether they have ouer-heard vs? nor can I de- 
(1{c in the world, what ſhouid be the reaſon, why they ſhould be fo 
hor vpon the matter, and more cager for the marrying of mec now, 
ther; ever heeretofore : but they ſhall miſle cf their purpoſe ; they | 
ſhall labour it in vaine:for to what vie ſerues the clapperan the Mil, 
it the Miller be deafe? Who is he that can remoue me from my glo- 
ry > Whocan withdraw me from my pleaſure > Caliſio is my Soule, 
my Life, my Lord ; on whom I haue fer vp my reſt, and in whom 
I have placed all my hopes ; I know that in him cannot be decei- 
ucd. And fince that hee loues me, with what other thing but love 
canlT requice him > All thedebts in the world receiuc their pay. 
ment in a diuers kind; but loue admits no other payment, but loue. 
I glad wy ſelfe in thinking on him; 1 delight my leltein ſeeing him 
and reioyce my ſelte in hearing him. Let him doe with mee what 
he will,and diſpoſe of me art his pleaſure , if he will, goe to Sea, I 
will goewith him , it hee will round the world, I will along with 
him; if he will {eli mee for a flaue in the enemies Countrey, I will 
not reſiſt his deſire, Ler my Parents ler me inioy him, ifthey meane 
to intoy me; let them not ſettle their thoughts vpon theſe vanities, 
nos thinke no more vpon thoſe their marriages. For, it is better to 
be well belou'd, then 11l married ; and a good triend is better then 
a bad husband, Let them ſuffer meeto inioy the pleaſure of my 
; youth, ifthey minde to iniay any quietneſle in their age; if nor, ' 
they will but prepare deſtruction for me, and for themiclues a Se- | 
| pulchre. 1grieue fornothing more, then for the time that I have | 


loft 1n Notinioying fig) any ſooner, and that lice did not know me, ; 
| 
| 


as {cone as he was knowne vnto me, I will no husband ; I will nor 
fully the knots of matrimony, nor treade againſt the matrimoniall 
ſieppes of another man ;z nor walke in the way of wedlocke witha | 
ſtranger, as I finde many haue done, in thoſe ancient bookes 
which I haue read, which were farre morediſcreete,and wiſer then 
11 ſelfe; and morenodle in their eitate and Linage, whereof ſome 
were held among the heathens for goddefles: as was Yervs, the | 
mother 
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mother of Exeas and of Cepid, the god of loue, who being married, 
broke her plighted troth of wedlocke: as likewiſe divers others, | 
who were inflamed wirh a greater fire, and did commit moſt nefa- | 
rious and inceſtuous errors: as cAfyrrhe,with her father, Semyr amis | 
with her ſonne ; Canace with her brother ; others alſo in a moze * 
cruell and beaſt!y faſhion, did transgreſſe rhe Law of Nature : as | 
Paſiphae,the wife of King Mines ,witha Bull:and rhefe were Queenes 
and great Ladies, vnder whole faults (conſidering the toulneile of | 
them) mine may paſle as reaſonable, without note of ſhame, or dis- | 
honeſty. My loue was grounded vpon a good and iuſt cauſe, and a | 
farre more lawfull ground, I was wooed and ſued vnto,and captiua- | | 
| 
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ted by Caliſts's good celerts; being thereunto folicited by that ſubcil 
and cunning Miſtris in her Art, Darne Celeftina,who aduentured her 
ſelfe in many a dangerous Viſit, before that euer I would yeeld my 
ſelfe true priſoner to his loue, And now for this month, and more 
| (as you your ſelfe haue ſeene) hee hath nor failed, no, not ſo much 
as One night, bur hath ſtill ſcaled our garden walls, as if hee had 
cometo the ſcaling ofa fort ; and many times hath beene repulſed, 
and aſſaulted ifin vaine, being driven to withdraw his fiege. And | | 
yet for all this, hee continued more conſtant and reſolute (till, and 
neyer would giue ouer, as one that thought his labour robe well | 
beſtowed, For my ſake,his feruants have beene ſlaine ; for my ſake, 
hee hath waſted and conſumed his ſubſtance; for my fake hee 
hath fayned abſence with all his friends in the City ; and all 
day long hee hath had the patience to remaine cloſe priſoner in his 
owne houſe, and onely vpon hope (wherein hee counted himſelfe 
happy) to ſce mee in the night : Farre, farrethercfore from mee be 
all ingratitude ; farre be all flattery and diffimulation towards ſo 
true and faithfull a Louer ; for I __ (in my regard to him) ney- 
ther husband,father,nor kindred, for in loſing my Califto,I loſe my 
life, which life of mine doth therefore pleaſe me, becauſe it plea- 
ſeth him; which I defireno longer to intoy then he (hall ioy in it. | | 

Lucrecia. Peace, Madame, harke, harke, they continue ia their 
diſcourſe, | | 

Pleberio, Since (wife) mee thinkes you ſeeme to like well of this 
motion, it is not amiſſe, that wee make it knowne to our daugh- 
ter ; wee may doe well to tell her how many doe defire her,and 
what ſtore of ſutors would be willing to come vato her, tothe end 
that ſhe may the more willingly cntertaive our deſire, and make 
choyce of him whom ſhe likerh beſt, For in this particular, the 
Lawes allow both men and women though they be vader paternal! | 
power, for to make their owne choyce, 

Aliſa. Whatdoe you meane, husband ? VVhy doe you talke, 
and ſpend time in this! Who ſhall be the meſſenger to acquaint 
our daughter Melibea with this ſtrange newcs, and ſhall not affright | 
her therewith? Alaſſe, doc you thinke that ſhe can tell what a man ' | 
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coniunction of man and woman, children arc >cgor or no Doe 
youthink that her {imple,and voſpotred Virginity, can ſuggelt va- 
to her any filthy defire,ot rhat which as yet ſhe ne:ther knuwes, nor 
, vnderſtandeth ; nor cannot ſo much as conceive what it meanes? 
It is the leaſt part of her thought, Yelecue 1t,(my Lord Phberio)ſhe 
doth not ſo much as dreame on any ſuch matter ; and aſlure your 
| ſelfe, be hce what hee will be, cyther noble or bale, faire or foule, 
' we will make her to take whom it pleaſeth vs : whom we like, him 
| {hall ſhee like : ſhee ſhall conficme her wiHl to ours ,and (ha!l thinke 
that fit, which wee thinke fit, and no further ; for I know, I trow, 
how I have bred and brought vp my daughter. 

eMelibea. Lucrecia, Lucreaa z runne,hye thee quickly ,and goe in 
by the backe doore in the hall, and breake off their diſcourſe with 
ſome fained errand or other, vnleſſe thou wouldſt have me cry our, 
and rake on like a Bedlam; ſo much am I out of patience with 
their miſconceit of my ignorance, 

Lucrecia, I goe, Madame, 
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ACTVS XVII. 


THE ARGYMENT. 


L1CIA wazting the chaſtity of Penelope, determines to caſt 
off the care and ſorrow wbich ſhe had conceined vpon the deaths 
of thoſe for whom ſbee mourned, highly tothis purpoſe commending 
Areula's counſel; ſhee gets ber to Areuſa's houſe, whuher likewiſe 
| comes Solia, out of whom, Areula, by faire and flattrmg words, 


drew thoſe matters of ſecrecy which paſt betwixt Caliſto and 
Melibea, 


| 
| 


' would not hauc wronged his delights, nor abridged his pleaſures, 
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INTERLOCVTORS, | 
Elicia, Areuſa, Sofia. 


DER S Licia. Idoe my ſelfe wrong, to mourne thus, 


Few doe viſit my houſe;few doe paſſe this way. | 


AS 
@ - \\D + I can heare no muſicke nor ſtirring berimes tn 
AE, the morning ; I haue no amorous ditties ſung 
WH Jp & {2 by my Lovers at my windowe; there are no 
71 2 / 9), frayes, nor quarrels before my doore; they do 

& GAVE” & notcut and {laſh one another anights for my 
ſake, as they were wont todoe : and that which moſt of all grieues 
me, ts, that I ſce neither penny nor farthing,nor any other preſent to 
come within my doores, But for this, can I blame no body but my 
ſelfe; my ſelf: only is in fault; for had I followed the counſel! of her, 
who is my true and faithfull Siſter, when as I brought her the other 
day the newes of this ſad and heauy Accident, which hath broughe 
all this penury vpon mee, I had not liu'd alone mur'd vp betweene | 
two walls ; nor others loathed to haue come, and ſcene mee, The 
diuell (I chinke) makes mee to mourne thus for him, who, had 1 
beene dead, would ſcarce, perhaps, haue ſhed one reare for mee. 
Now I dare boldly ſay, that Aresſz told mee truth, Siſter (quorh 
ſhee) neuer conce1ve, nor ſhew more ſorrow for the misfortune,or 
death of another, then he would haue done for thee. Sempronio, | 
had I beene dead, woald haue beene ne'r a whit the lefle merry, he 


— 


And why then like a foole ſhould I grieue and vexe my felte, for one 
that is dead and gone, and hath loſt his head by order of Law 2; 
And what canltcll, whether being a cholericke and haſty-hayre- | 
braind fellow as he was, he might have killed mee roo, as well as he | 
did thatold woman,whom I rcckoned of as of mine owne mother 2 
I will therefore by all meanes follow Areſa's counſell who knowes * 
more of the world then I dee ; and goe now and then to vilit her, | 
that I may learne ſomething from her, how [ may liue another day, , 
O wbarta ſweet participation will this be > what a delightfuil con. ; 
verſarion ? I ſee it is not faid in vaine; That of more worth 1s one | 
day of a wiſe men, then the whole life of a foole; I will therefore | 
put off my mourning weedes, lay afide my ſorrow, diſmiſie my 
teares, which haue hitherto bin fo ready to offer their ſeruice to my 
eyes, But ſithence thar it is the very firſt office that we doe,as foone 
as weare borne, to come crying into the world; I nothing wonder 
that itis ſoeaſie to beginneto cry ; and (o hard to leaue off. Buc 
this may teach onewit, by ſeeing the hurt irdoes to the eyes ; by 
ſeeing that good cloathes and neat dreffings, make 2 woman ſeeme 
faire and handſome, rhough ſhee be nothing fo, nor ſo; making 


her ofold,young and of young, younger. Your colour'd ey 
anc 
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and your Ceruſles which give women ſuch a pure white & red,whar 
are they,but a ſlimy clinging thing, a kind of bird-lime,wherewith 
men are taken and inſnared > Come then thou my glafle, come hi- 
ther againe vnto me; and thou to my Antimenium ; for | have:too 
much already wronged my eyes,8 almoſt marr'd my face with my 


biubbring & weeping, I will on with my white Vailes,my wrought | 


Gorgets, my gay Garments, my more pleaſing Arrire, and fuch 


other apparel!, as ſhall ſpeake pleaſure. I will preſently provide | 


{ome Lye for my hayre, which row through neglect, hath loft ir's 


bright burnjſht hiew, And this being Cone, I will count my Hens [| 


wiil make vp my bed:for it glads a womans heart, to ſcethings near 
and handivme / ina her.l will have all well (wept and made c!cane 
before my doore, and the ſtreete that buts vpcn ir, ſprinkled with 
watcr,as well to kcepe itcoole, as to lay the duſt , to the end, that 
they who paſſe by, may plaincly thereby perceive, that I have bg. 
niſht all griefe,and ſhaken hands with ſorrow. But firſt of all, I will 
cocand viſit my Couſin, ro know whether Sofia have beene with 
her or no ? Anc what good ſhee hath done vpcn him ? For I have 
not ſcene him ; ſince 1 told him that Arexſa would faine ſpeake with 
him, I pray 7eve, I may finde her all alone; for ſhee is ſeldome any 


more without Gallants, then a good Tauerne is without drunkards, } 


the dooreis ſhut, there ſhould be no body within ; I will knocke, 
and ſee, Tha, tia, tha. | 

Arenſa- Who's at doore ? 

Elicia. 1 pray open it; 1t 1s Elicia. 

Arenſa. Come 1n,good Couſin, heauen reward you for this kind- 
neſſe ; beleeue mee, I thinke my ſelfe much beholding vnto you, 
that you would take the paines to come and viſit me, I maty, 
wench, now it is as 1t ſhould be ; now thou pleaſeſt mee, thou canſt 
nor imagine what contentment my eye taketh, to ſee that babit of 
mournipg and of ſorrow, to be changed into garments of ioy, and 
ofgladnefſe z now wee will intoy one another; wee will laugh and 
be merry; now I ſhall have ſome heart to come and viſit thee ; thou 
ſhalr come to my honle, and I will come tothine; it may be that 
Celeſitaa's death will turne to both our goods ; for I tinde, that it 
is better now with mee,then it was before ; and therefore it is ſaid, 


, thatthe Gead doc open the eyes tothe living ; to ſome by wealth; 
' to other {ome by liberty, as it 15 with thee, 


| 
| 


[ 


| 


Elicia, I heare ſome body at the doore, we are too ſoone cut off 
from our diſcourſe, for | was about to aske you, whether $9{7z had 
beene heere or no ? | 
Areuſa. No,not yet; ſtay,wee will talke more anon, How loud 
hee knocks ! I willgoe downe and fee who itis, Sure;cither he is a 
mad-man, or our familiar friend, Who iſt that knocks there ? 
Sofia. Openthedoore, Miſtreſte: its Soſia,feruant to Calſto, 
Arenſa, Now in good time: The Wolfe is in the fable, Hide 
your ſelf, ſiſter, behinde theſe hangings, and you ſhall ſee how I 


will 
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will worke him; and how I will puffe him vp with the wind of mv | 


faireand flattring words. And afjure your ſclte,thar before we two | 


| part, I will make him wholy ours ; he ſhall rtot goe hence the {ame | 


— I <p e— 


Solia that he came;but with my {moothand inticing termes,my ſoft 
and gentle handling of him, I will quite vamaw him,and draw trum 
him all that hee either knowes concerning his Maſter or anv bod: 
elſe, as hee drawes duſt from his horſes with his curry-combe. | 


' What? MySofia? My inward friend ? Him whom T with fo well | 


vnto, though perhaps he knowes not of it > Him, whom T haue lon- | 


| ged to know,led only by the fame and good report, which I heare of | 
| him? What? Hethart 1s ſo faitirfull to his Maſter! So good a friend 
; cohis acquaintance ? I will imbracethee (my Loue) I will huge 
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an.i verily perſwade my felte, that there arc more vertues inthee, 


ten I have been told of, Farce hath been too ſparing of thy praile; | 
come (iweer heart) let vs goe in, and {it downe in my chamber; for | 
It does me good to looke vpeu thee, O! how thou doſt reſemble : 
my vitzrtunate Parmeno! How ltuely doth thy perſon reprefent 
him vato mee? This is itthat makes this day to thine ſocleare, 
that thou arr come to viiit mee, Tell mee (gentle Sir) did you cuer 
know mce vefore ? 

Soſia, The fame (gentlewoman) of your gentle and (weete diſ- 
polition of your £ 000! graces, diſcretion and wiidome, flies with fo 
{(wift a wing ,and in ſohigh a pitch, through all this City, that you 
need not much to maruell, it you be of more knowne, then know- 
ing, For there 13 notany man, that ſpeakes any thing in praiſe 
of the faireſt anJ beautifulleſt in this City, but that you are ranked 
in the firſt place, and remembred,asthe prime and clucteſt amongſt | 
them all. | 

Flicia. This poore ſilly fellow, this wretched fonne of a whore, | 
to ſee how hee exceedes himſelfe,and ſpeakes beyond the compatlle | 
of his common wit ! hce doth not vic to talke thus wifely, He thar | 
ſhould ſec him goe to water his horles, riding on their Dare ridge | 
without a Saddle, and his naked legges hanging downe deneath his | 
Canuaſle trocke, cut out into foure quarters ; and ſhould now fee | 
kim thus handſome,and well ſuited,boti in his cloake,and orher his | 
cloathes, it would giue a man wings, and tongu?; and make him | 
crow, as this Cockrel! doth, 

Areuſa, Your talke would make mee bluſh, and runne away to! 
ſhame, were there any body heere, to heare how you play vpon me, 
But (as it is the faſhion of all you men) you neuer goe vnprouiccd of | 
ſuch kindeofphraſes as theſe: theſe talſe and deceirfull praifes arc 
roo common amongſt you ; you haue words moulded of purpoſe, 
roſerue your turne withall,and to ſuite your ſelues as you {ce cauie, 
to any woman whatſoeuer : yet for allthis, am aotatraid of you, | 
neyther will I ſtart, or budge from you. Bur 1 muſt tell you (Ssſta) 


by the way;this praiſing of me thus, is more then needs,for _— 
thou 


thee in mine armes;for now that 1 tee thee, I ſee report comes ſhort: | 


F 
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; thou ſhovldſt comend me,yer ſhould 1 loue thee, And that thereby 
| thou ſhouldſt thinke to gaine my loue,is as needleſle ; for thou haſt 
| gained it already, There arc two things, which cauſed re (Soſa) 
| for to ſend for thee, intreating thee to take the paines to come and 
| ſee me; wherein if 1 finde you to double,or diſlembvle with mee, 1 
| haue done with you, Whatthey are,l will leaue them to your ſelſe 
| torclate, though | knew it is for your owne gocd, which makes 
mce to doe as I] dce, 
| Seſia, Heaven forbid that] ſhould vſcany ccpping with you,or 
| feeke by ſubriity to deceiue you. I came hither vpon the afſurance 
chat] had of the great fanors which you intend,and now do me;hol- 
ding my ſelfe not worthy to pull off your ſhooes. Do thou therefore 
direft my rougue; anſwer thou for mee to thine owne queſtions : 
for I ſhall ratifie and confirme wharſoeuer thou ſhalr propound, 
Areuſa, My Love, thou know'ft how dearely 1 lou'd Parmene. 
Ard as it is in the Proverbe, Hee that loues Belrraw, loues any 
thing that is his ; all his friends were alwaies welcome, vnto 
mee ; his good ſeruice to his Maſter did as much pleaſe mee, as 
it pleaſed himſelfe. When hee ſaw any harme towards Caliſto, 
hee did ſtudy to preuent it. Now as all this is true, fo thought T it 
000d tO accquaint thee with it, Firſt then did I ſend for thee, that I 
might giuethee to vnderſtand how much I love thee ; & how much 
I ivy and euerſhall, in this thy viſiting mee; nor ſhalt thou loſe a- 
' ny thing by ir,if I can helpe it,but cather turneto thy prefitard be- 
nefit, Secondly,fince that I have ſetled my eyes, my loue and affeQi- 
. en cn thee, that I may aduiſe thee ro take heede how thou commedſt 
in danger; and beſides, toadmonilh thee, that thou doenot dil. 
couer thy ſecrers to any : For you ſee wher 11] befell Parmeno and 
Sempronzo,by imparting things of ſecregy vnto Celeftina; tor I would 
not willingly ſee thee dye in ſuch an 1[l taſhion, as your fellow and 
companion did; it is enough for mee that I haue bewayled one of 
 youa'ſready, and therefore I would have you to know, that there 
Came one vnto mce, and told me that you had diſcouered vnto him 
the loue, that is betwixt Calzffoand eMelibea; and how hee wanne 
her; and how you your ſelfe night by night went along with him; 
' and many other things which now I cannot call to minde. Take 
| heede (friend) for not to keepe a ſecret, is proper onely vnto wo- 
| men, yet not vnto all, but ſuch as are fooles and children. Take 
| heede (I fay} for heere-hence great hurt may come vnto you : and 
| rothis end did Nature giue you two cares, and two eyes, and but 
one tengue; to the end that what you ſee and heare, ſhould be 
doubleto that you ſpeake, Take heede, and doe not thinke your 
friend will keepe your ſecret, when you yourſelfe cannot keepe it; 
when therefore thou art to goe with thy Maſter, Caliſto, to that La- 
dics houſe, make no noyſe, leſt you be heard; for ſome haue told 
me, that every night you keepe a coyle, and cannot containe your 
{elues, as men rranſparted and ouer-ioyed, 
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Soſia, © what buſte-bodies, and what idle-headed perſons be 


; they who abuſe your cares with ſuch friuolous tales ! whoſocuer 
' told you that hee heard any ſuch matter out of my mouth, hee rold 
| you an vntruth ; and ſome others, perhaps,becaule they {ce me goc 


| ani 
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ghts when the Moone ſhines, to water my horſes, whiſling, and 
ſinging, and ſuch like kinde of mirth, to driue away care, and to 
make me forget my toyling and my moyling, and all this before 
tenne a clocke at night, conceiue an cuill ſuſpition; and of this 
luſpition, make certaineries, and afhrme that to berrue, which 
themſeclues doe falfly ſurmize, And Califts is not fo madde,or foo- 
liſh, that at ſuch an houre as that, he ſhould goe about a buſineſle ot 
ſo great aconſ{equence, but that he will firſt be ſure that all abroad 


is quict, and that cucry man repoſes himſelfe in the ſweeteneſſe of 
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his firſt ſleepe : and lefle are you to ſuppoſe, that hee ſhould goee- | 
uery night vnto her ; tor ſucha duty will not endure a daily viſita- | 
tion. And that you may (Miſtreſſe) more maniteſtly fee their jalſe- | 
hood; for (as the Prouerbe is) A lyer is ſooner tane,then he that 
is lame; wee haue not gone eight times a-month ; and yetthele | 


lying babblers ſticke not to auouch, we goe night after night, 
Arcuſa, If you loue mee then (my deare Love) that I may accuſc 


them totheir faces, and take them in the nooze of their tallchood, 
acquaint mee with thoſe daycs you determine to goc thither ; and 


| itthenthey ſhall erre in their report, I ſhall thereby beatluree ot 


your ſecrecy, and their roguery ; for that being nor true, whicl: 
they tell mee, your perſon ſhall be ſecured trom danger, and I freed 
trom any tvdden feare of your lite, hoping long to enioy you. 

Seſiz. Miſtreſſe, let vs not ſtand any longer vpon examination of 
witneſſes, This very night, when theclocke ſhall trike rwelue,they 
haue appointed to mect by the way of the garden ; to morrow, you 
may aske them what they know z whereof ,ifany man (hall give you 
true notice, I will be content that hee ſhall ſcorch and norch me 
tora foole, 

Arcuſa, And on which ſide of the garden (my {weer-heart ? } be- 
cauſe I may contradid them the berter, if I finde them varying, 

Soſ:a. By the fircete where the far Hoſtefſe dwe!s, wht cn the 
backeſide of her houſe. 

Flicia, No more (good man Ragge-tayle) 1t is enough, we necy 
no more. Curſedis hee who makes juch Muleters acquainted wit! 
his ſecrets The Blockhead hath ſwallowed the bayre 3 hee Nath 
let her vahinge him. 

Areuſa. Brother Sofia, this that thou haſt ſaid, ſhall ſuffice to 
make knowne thy innocency,and their wickednefſe ; and {o a g004l 


ſpeed with thee: for I have ſome other bulineſſe ro diſpatch, ani] 


feare mce I haue ſpent roo much time with you, 


Elicis, O wiſe wench! O whataproper diſmiſſion, well vettt- | 


ting ſuch an Aſſe, who hath ſo eaſily revealed his ſecrets, 
Sofia, Courtecous ſweet Miſtreſſe, pardon mee, if my long Ray 
Aa hath 
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nath beene troubleſome vnto you, And it it plates YOU TO 2c | 
cept of my ſeruice, vou ſhall never light vpon any that ſhall more 
——_ witline oly head in adventure bs life. And fo vour owne beſt wiſhes 
|. atteud 1 you. 

Arc:{n. And you to0. SO; Are ycu gone, Mulcter ? How proud- } 
iy rhe Villaine poes his way! T have pur Atricke Vpou you (you 
Rogue) I have bored you I wiſle,thorow the noſc > Dada it 

rurne my dacke to thee, and withdraw my ftaucur (rom the. will 


| 
»aue{your coat ſoundly cudgelled for rhis CCate, Buoy = 
| 


Sf eake? Siſter comeforth, tel me what doſt thou him, 
whom I ent away ? Hauc ] not Hay dfomely playd myart with 
him ? Thus know I tow to landle ſuch fellowes ; thus doe Tuch | 
| Aſſes goc wut of my hands, beaten and laden with blowes ; thus | 
| your baſkfull fooles,and no berter do I vic your difcreerer men thar 
2rc timorous; and your deuour perſons that are paſſiouate;and your 
chaſte men,when they are once ſet on fire, Learne of me therefore, 
Couſin : for this is anorher kinde of Art then that of Celeſtiza; it 
is a tricke beyond any that the had inher budget ; though the rooke 
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; nice for a foole, becauſe I was content to be fo accounted at her 
; hands. And fittence now that wee have {queez'd the Orange, and 
a wrung out of this toole as much as wee detire to know ; I thinke it 


0 


nor amiſſe, that we goc to ſeeke out that dogs-face, athis houſe, 
| whom on Thurſday laſt I rated fo bitterly our of mine. You hall 
| make ſhow, as though you were deiirous to make vs friends, and 


that vou had carneſtly ireated me to come and {ce him, 
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ACTYVS XVIII. 


THE ARGVMENT. 


Eir,1ClA,being reſolued tomake Areuſa and Centuriofrieuds, 
a: Arcula haabefore inſlruited ber, they goe to Centurio's 

hauſe ; where they mtreat him to revenge their friends deaths 

vpon Caliſto and Melibea, which be promiſeth them to doe. And 

2s 1t 15 the nature of ſuch Ruffiansas he, not toperforme what they | 

| | promuſe he ſeekes to excnſe himſelſe, as youſhal fee ta the ſequel, | 


| INTER» 


——— -— - 


— —_ 


The Spaniſh BAvv De. 


INTERLOCVTORS. 
Elcia, {enturio, Areuſa. 


ll Licia, VV ho's at home heere > 
ALAN Centurio. Boy,runne and fee: Who dares preſume to 


SENS Ml emer my houſe, and not firſt haue the manners to | 
knocke at the doore > Come, come backe againe, | 


\ 


Bar Sirrha; I now ſee whoit is. Doenort couer your 

-— face (Miſtreſſe) with your mantle, you cannot hide 

your ſelfe from me. For, when I ſaw E/ic;a come in before you, I 

knew ſhee could not bring with her any bad company, nor any 

newes that could offend mee, bur rather that ſhould pleaſe and 
cclight mce, 

Areuſa- If you loue me (Siſter) let vs not in any further; for the 
Villaine ſtands vpon his pantofles,and begins toloake big; think - 
ing, perhaps, that I am come ro cry him mercy, Hee had rather 
hauc ſuch company as limlſelfe then ours; come, let vs goe, for I am 
the worſe rolooke vpon him ; Tam ready toſwound with the very 
ſight of tuci: an ill-fauour'd face, Think you(Siſter) that you haue 


vs'd me well, to traine methus along to ſucha walkeas this? Is ita | 


fitthing, that we (hould come from good company, andenter in 
h&ere to fee this villainous fellow, that flayeth off the skinnes from 
dead mens faces, that hee may goe diſguyſed and vnknowne ? 

Elicia, If you loue me, come backeagaine ; I pray you doe not 
you goe, vnleſſe you mcane to leaue halfe your mantle behinde you. 
I will hold you faſt, indecde I will not let you goe. 

Centurio, Hold her as you loue me,hold her. Donot let her goe. 

Elicia. 1 wonder, Couſin, what you meane by this ? you ſeeme 
to be wiſer then [ am. Tell mee,what mawis fo fooliſh, or ſo voyd, 
of reaſon, that is not glad to be viſited, eſpecially by Women 2? 
Come hither, Centurio ; now truſt mee, I {weare, ſhee ſhall im- 
brace thee, whether ſhee will or no; it ſhee will be angry, let her, 
I will beare the blame of it. 

Areuſa, Irabrace him? Mary gup with a murraine ! I had ra. 


ther ſce him vnder the power and rigour of the Law ; and had ra- | 


ther ſce him dye by the hands of his enemies,then that I ſhould doe 


the ſlaue ſuch a kindneſle, No, no, I hauedone with him; I haue | 


nothing to ſay tohim ; as ion as [ liue, hc and I ſhall be two, And 
wherein (1 pray) am I ſo beholding vato him,that I ſhould imbrace 


.him ? nay, ſo much as once vouchlafe to looke vpen ſuch a profeſ- 


ſed enemy as hee ? 1 did but intreat him the other day,to haue gone 
but a little way for me about a buſineſſe that did as much concerne 
mee as my lite z and doe you thinke that I could ger him to goe ? 
Speake him faire, intreat him, doe what I could for my life, hee Riill 
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; bur challenge them the field Command me to kill rhis or that man; 
; rocut offa leg, or an arme ; to flaſh any woman over the face, thar 
| thall tandin competirion wath thee, and deface her beauty ; ſuch 
' triflesas theſe, ſhall be no ſooner ſaid, then done, But doe not (I 
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aniwer'd mee,No. And ſha!!I imbrace a Villaine, that regards me 
r.o more then {o ? 

Centurio, Cemiand mee, Miltrefle, inſfuch things as I know : 
exerciſe mee in my Art, and imploy mee in ſuch offices as apper- 
raige to my protcthon : as,to light for you with three men at once; | 
or {ay they ſhould be more, for your ſake, I would nat retufe them, 


COINS 


prythee) intreat me to walke atoote; nor to give theeany money; 
tor thou know'it ! haue it not, Gold and Silver will not tarry with 
mee; they are flinchers, they will not abide with mee, I may cut 
three Capers, and yernot ſhake one poore blarke out of my bree- 
ches : DU man giues that which hee has not; you can have no more 
cf a Cat, then his skinne, Heart and good will, but not aragge of | 
moncy. I live heere in a houſe as you ſee, wherein you may throw a | 
bowle and meet with neuer a rubbe; ail the moueables that ] haue, , 
are not worth a button ; my implements are ſuch as you ſee heere | 
before mee; an old Iarre, with a broken brimme; a ruſty Spit with. | 
out a point , the bed wherein I lye, is bound about with hoopes of | 
Bucklers, which I broke in fight ; my feather-bed, a bundle of bro- 
ken pykes; my ſhcetes,ſhirrs of torne mayle , for my pillow, I haue 
a pouch h11'd with pibble-ſtones, And ſhould I beſtow acollation 
on you,l hauenothing in the world that I can pawne,ſaue this poore 
ragged and thred-bare cloake,which I haue on my backe, 

Elicia. Solet mee proſper, as his words doe exceedingly pleaſe 
mee ; why, hee isas obedient to you, as a ſeruant ; tee ſpeakes to 
youlike a Suppliant, and hee hath faid nothing, but what ts reaſon. 
What would you more of a man? I prythee, as thou lou'ſt mee, 
ſpeake vnto him, and layaaſide your difplcaſure ; ſuffer him not to 
live thus ſad and melancholy, but ſpeake kindely vnto him,and put 
him out of his dumps, ſince hee offers his perſon ſo willingly to 
your diſpoſall. | | 

Centurio, Offer iny felte, Elicia? I fweare vnto thee, by the Chrif. 
croile Row, by the whole Alphaber,and 6llabicarion of the letters, 
that my arme trembles,to think what I wouid execute for her ſake; 
for it is, and cuer ſhall be my continuall meditation, to {kudy how | 
I may plealc her, but itis my vnhappineſle, thatir neuer hits right, 
The laſt night I was adream'd, that in her quarrel! I challenged 
foure men into the field, all of them well knowne vnto her, if I 
ſhould name them; and mee theught I flew one of them and for 
the reſt which fled, he that ſcap'rbeſt, left his ft armeat my foore. * 
Much bertcer ſhould | have beſtirr'd my ſelte, had it beene day,and 
thatT aad beene awake, if the proudeſt of them ſhould hauc once 
preſumed bur to haue roucht ;her ſhoo. 

Areuſa. Itake thee at thy word 5 now wee be friends; and in | 
good 
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good time haue wee met, I heere pardon whart is paſt, but vpon | 
condition that you reuenge mee vpon a Gentleman, called Ca/-{fo, 
who hath wronged both mee, and my Couſin, | 
Cexturio, O ! how I rurne Renegado > How faine would I re- 
new the condition? But tell mee; has hee made euen with the : 
world ? ; | 
Arenſa, All's one for thar, take you no care, | 
Centsrio. Well, ſeeing you will haue it fo, ler vs ſend him to dine | 


, in hell, without company. | 


' aduiſe you; this night (it you will) you may take him napping, 


_—Y 


I know whither hee goes, at what hourc, and with whom. Burrell 


Areuſa. Bur doe you heare ? Interrupt me not; Faile me not, I | 


Centurio. No more, I apprehend your meaning ; I know the 
whole courſe oft his loue; how hee carries himtfelfe in it ; how ſuch 


and ſuch ſuffred 1n the buſineſle : as alſo where you two are galled ; 


mzce, how many accompany him ? | 

Areuſa. Onely two; and thoſe young fellowes. 

Cemurio. This 1s too ſmall a prey, too poorea pittance ; my 
{word will haue but a ſhort ſupper ; it would fare farre berter at 
ſome other time,then that which now you haue concluded on. 

Areu(a. No,no; this is but toſhift vs off, and to excuſc your not 
doing it. It will not ſerue your rurne, you muſt give this bone to 
ſome other dogge to picke; 1 muſt not be fed with delaies , I will 
ſee whether ſayings and doings cate together at your Table ; whe. 

er deedes and words fit both at one bootd with you ? 

Centurio, If my ſword ſhould but tell you the deedes it hath 
done, it would want time to vtter them, What does impeople 
Church-yards but it? Who makes Surgeons rich but it? Who ſets 
Armourers aworke but it > Who hewes, and vnriuiteth che fineſt 
maile butir > Who driues before him, and ſhivers in pieces the | 
bucklers of Barcelons,burt it?VVhoſlices the helmers of Col/ataynd,but 
it > Who ſhreds the Casks of Almazen,as ſhort as if they were made | 
of Pumpions,but it> Theſe twenty yeeres hath it found mee food ; 
by meanes of it am I feared of men, and beloued of women, onely 
your ſclfe excepted; for it, the name of Centurio was giuen to my 
Grandfather; tor it, my father likewiſe was called Centurio, and io 
am I. 

Elicia. Bur I pray,tell me,what did your ſword,that your Grand- 
father ſhould gaine his name by it > Was hee by it made Captaine | 
of a hundred men? | 

Cemturio. No, hee was made by it Champion to an hundred wo- 
men. 

Areuſa, Wee will haue nothing to doe with your Pedigree, nor 
famous Ads of old, if you will doe thatI ſpake to you of, reſolue 
ſuddenly, for wee muſt be gone, ; 

Cexturto, Tlong more for thisnight,wherein I may gue you con- | 


tent, then you long to be reuenged. And that every thing my be 
| one 
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done to your good jiking; make y our owne choyce,what death you 

will have him dye, For I can ſhew you a Ecad-roll (if you will ſee 

it) wherein there are ſet downe ſome ſeuen hundred and ſeventy fe- 
uerall ſorts of deaths; which when you have ſeene, you may chooſe 
| that which likes you beſt, 

| Zlicia, If you loue mee (Arenſa) let not this matter be put into 

| ſuch amad-mans bands, hce 15 too bloudy for the buſineſle : and it 

| were better to let all alone, then that the City ſhould receiue ſuch a 

ſcardall ; ſo that our ſecond harme ſhall be worſe then the f(t. 

Arcuſa. Ipray content your ſelfe,Siſter, bold your peace, Name 
that City vnto vs (if you can) which 1s not full of hurly-burles, 
and where ſome ſcandals doe not ariſc. 

Cenurie. The affronts and diſgraces which arc now in requeſt, 
and wkerin I am moſt converſant,are banging a man over the ſhoyF 
dcrs with a ſword, having it's ſcabbard on ; dry-bcatings, without 
crawing of bloud z thumping him ont e breſt,or making his head 
riog noone with the pomell of my ſword, or by fallifying of a thruſt 
oz blow, to give him his payment where-hee leaſt lcokes for it, O- 
 thers 1 ve like Sives, pricking them full of holes with my ponyard; 
' ſomeIcutina large {ize,giuing them a fearefull ſtocada, or mortall 

wound : and now ard then I vie my cudgell, or baſtonado, that my 

' {word may keepe holy-day, and reſt it ſelfe from it's labour, 

| Elicia, For loues ſake ha done,tell vs of no more.Baſtonado him, 
[ pray thee : for I would hauc him beaten, bur nor ſlaine, 

Centurio. 1{weare by the whole generation of Turke and Terma- 
aunt, that it is as poſſible for this right arme of minecobaſtona- 
do a man, and not kill him, as it is for the Sunneto ſtand ſtill in the 
Firmament,and ncucr move. 

Areuſa. Siſter, let not you and I forrow for the matter ; why 
ſhould wee feemeto pitty him ? Let him doe with him what hee 
will; let him kill him, as hee findes himſelfe humour'd, when hee 
comes tu doe the buſineſle : let Melzbea weepe as well as you hauc 
done befare her : and folet vs leaue him. Cepturio ; fee you giuea 
good accompr of that which is committed to your charge. Take 
your ownecouurſe; any way, {0 as you reuenge vson him,ſhall con- 

' teritvs 3 but in any caſe take heed, that hee doe not eſcape without 

| paying for his crrour, 

| Cent. O Heavens | he is going to PlutoI warrant you already, I 

| will ive him his paſſe-port, I warrant you, vmeſſc hee betake him 

| tohishecies, and runneaway from me, Deareſt in my affe&ion, it 

' glads mee to the heart, rhatT haue this occaſion offred vato mee 

| {though it be but ina trifle) and a matter ſcarceworth thanks , that 

| you inay know by this, how farre I would (if occaſion ſerued) in- 
{crce my ſelfe tor your ſake, 
Areuſa, tAMars Cirect thy hand aright. And fo farewell, for it is 
time for vs to be gone. 
Centurio, Well, adieu, Goe your waics, like a coupleof head- 
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| ſtrong and pertinacious whores as you be, Now will I bethinke my 

{cifte, how I may excuſe my ſelfe of my promile ; and in ſuch fort | 
cov, that ticy may be per{waded, that I vied all poſhble diligence | 
for to execute their de{ire,and that it was not of negligence, for the | 
freeing Of 1i1.y ſelte from danger, 1 will faine my ſells licke ; Bur | 
what will that profit me? for then they wiilbe ar me againe when ] 

am well, Againe, if If all cllthem that I haue beene there, and 

chat I forced them to flye, they will aske mee who they were 2 how | 
many in nueaber,aud in what place I buckled with thera ? and what | 
2pparcll they wore ? and bv what markes I knew rhem tobe ſuch | 
and fuch ? and the divell awhitſhall I beabletore!1them: Andthen 

all the fat isintiic fire, What counte!l then ſhall I take, that may | 
cumply with mine own ſatcty,and their delire ? 1 will ſend for lame 
T hraſo, and his co:npanions, and tell them, that becauſe this night 
' I hail beotherwile imployed,they would goeand make aclattering 
with their Swords and Bucklers in manner of a fray tor to feare, ana 

affright cerraive young men, whom they ſhall fie in ſuch a place, ' 
which {cruice was faithfully recommended vnto mre to execute, | 
This I know is a ſure courſe, and nv other hurt can follow thereuy- | 
ON, ſaue to make them fly, and ſo ger them home to ved, | 
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ALISTO, going with Sofia and Triftan to PIcDeriC's gar- | 
den tv vi{it his Melibea,who ſtatd looking for him, attended by 

Lucrecia;z Sofia recounts vnto Triſtan allt hat which bad paſſed | | 
betwixt himand Ateuſa. Caliſto remaining m the garden will | | 
Melibea : Thraſo and his companions come, ſent thither by the Bo 
appointment of Centurio, for the fulfillng of that which hee bad | | 
prounſed to Areaſa ,and Elicia. por whom Solia fallts forth. | 
Xow Califto bearmg fromthe garden where hee remanmea with | | 
Melibea, the claſhing and clattering which they made, would | | 


| 
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that bis daies were finiſhed; for this is the recompence whic h ſuch 


| Lonersreceine, V/hbence they may learne, that it us better for thew 
not to lone at all, then ſo to lone, 


INTERLOCVTORS, 


Sofia, Triſtan, Caliſto, AHMelibea, Lucrecia, 


<7 of. Sofily, that wee may not be heard, As wee goe 
© from hence ro Pleberiv's garden,I will tell thee all(bro- 
29>, Wa ther Tri/ian) that paſſed this day, betwixt Arenſa, and 
EPA my ſeltc, taking my felfe now to be the happieſt man 
S224 inthe world. Thou {halt vnderſtand then, that vpon 
the good report which ſhee heard of mee, ſhee fell ex- 
tremely in loue with mee, and ſent me word by Z{;c;a, that I would 
doe her thekindneſſe, as to come and ſpeake with her, But omitting 
many other ſpeaches of good counſell, which then paſt betweene 
vs, thee made preſent ſhew vnto mee, that ſhee was now as much 
mine,as euer ſhee was Parmeno's. Shee requeſted mee, that I would 
continually come and viſit her ; and that ſhe did nor doubt, but thar 
ſhee ſhould long inioy my loue. AndI fweare to thee (brother)by 
that dangerous way wherein wee walke, and as ever eny good may 
heereafter befall mee, that twice or thrice ir was as much as euer I 
| coulddoe for my life, to forbeare from boording her bur that ve- 
ry ſhame did hinder mee, ſeeing her fo faire, and ſo well clad, and 
my ſelfe in an old Mouſe-eaten cloake : Rill as {hee moued and ad- 
uanced her ſelfe, ſhee did breathe forth a moſt ſweet and redolent 
odour of Muske ; and I neuer ſtirr'd, or heau'd my body, but I ſent 
' fortha moſt ranke ſent of that qu rey. which had got within 
| my ſhooes : Shce had a hand as white as ſnow, and euer and anon, 
. as ſhe pull'd oF her gloue, thou would have thought, thar ſhe had 
. ſcattered flowres ot Orenges about the roome; 1o that as well in 
regard of this, as alſo becauſe at that time (hee was ſomewhat bulie, 
| I was content to deferre my boldneſle till another day : as likewiſe 
| becauſe all things at the firſt ſight are not ſortractable , for the 
| more they are communicared, the better are they vnderſiood in 
their participation, 
Triſtan. Friend Soſia, another more ripe and mature braine, and 
| better experimented in matters of the world then mine 1s,were ve- 
| ry neceſſary to be your aduiſer in this bulineſſe , yer as farrefotth 
| as my tender age,and the meanes of my naturall parts and wit ſhall 
be able toreach vnto; I will tell you what I thinke, This woman, 
(as you told me your {elfe)is a knownand a noted whorezand there- 
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fore whatſoeuer hath pali betweene you, flatter not your ſelfe, but | 
| rather belecue, that her words doe not want deceit, Her offers, I | 
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 periwade mee were falſe, though I know not to what end ſhe made | 


— 


them, Itiſhee ſoue thee, decaule thou art a Gentleman ; how many 
vetter then tliy ſelte hath ſhe reiected ? If becauſe thou art rich;ſhe 
knowes well cnough that thou hait no other duſt, then that which 
clings to the Curry-combe. If becauſe thou arr nobly deſcended, 


, andot high Linage; ſhe knowes thy name is Sofa, and fo was thy 
| Zathersz and thathe was borne and bred in a poore little Hamlet, 
' getting his living by following the Plough-tayle, and breaking 
| Clods ofcarth, tor which thy ſelfe art more fit then to make a Lo- 
; uer, Bewie, Seſza, and contider with thy elfe, if ſhe doe nor 20e 


a bir\ling, to ſee if the could get out of thee, the ſecrecy of this 
walke, whereby to worke ſome heart-burning, and breed no good 
bloud betwixt Caliſ/o and Pleberio,out of thatenuy which ſhe beares 
to Melibea's pleaſure, Beware (T ſay :) tor Enuy (I tell yon) isan in. 
curable 1nfirmity, when it is once ſettled : {hee is a gueſt that is al. 


' waics more troubleſome, then thankfull for ber lodging, and is ne- 


uer merry, but at other folkes miſeries; nor cuer lavghes, but ar a 
ſhrewd turne, Now then, it this be ſo: O! how this wicked wo- 
man will decctue thee with her {ſmooth and ſubill words, whereof, 
ſuch as ſhe are neuer to ſceke, but haue them {till ready in the deck, 
and more perfect then their Pater noſter > With this venemous 
vice, ſheewill not (ticke to Garnne her ſoule, ſo as ſhee may pleaſe 
her appetite ; ſhce would taine turne all things topituruy, and ſer 
men together by the cares, and onely tor to content her damnable 
deſire. O Rufhanly Strumpet ! O mankind Queane ! V\ ith what 
white bread hath ſhee gituen thee crooked pinnes, tochoake thee » 
Shec cares not how ſhee ſells and barters her body, ſo as ſhee may 
truck and exchange it for ſtrife and contention. Heare mee, Soſa, 
and if thou doeſt as thou may'{t preſume vpon ir, that it is as Ite!] 
thee, deale (if thou wilt be aduiſed by mee) as doubly with her, for 
he that decciues the deceiuer, you know what I meane: and it 
the Foxe be crafty, more crafty is hee that catches him, I would 
haue thee make a counter.mine againſt theſe her wicked, and diuel. 
liſh imaginations, Set vp ſcaling ladders to meere with her lewd. 
neſle ; and then cry quittance with ber, when ſhee thinkes her {elfe 
moſt ſafe and ſecure; and laugh at her afterwards, when thou art 
by thy ſelfe all alone in thy ſtable : the bay horſe thinkes one thing, 
and hee that ſaddles him, another, 

Sofia, O Triſtan! thou diſcreete young man ; more haſtthou 
ſpoken then could be expeRed from one of thy yeeres. A (ſhrewd 
{uſpition haſt thou raiſed in mee, and I feare mee too true; bur be. 
cauſe wee are hard by the garden, and our Maſter is clo{c at our 


| heeles, let vs breakeoff this diſcourſe, which is too large tor the pre. 
; ſent, and deferre it to foine htter opportunity, 


oO —— — 


— —'u—— - 


Cal;ſto. Doe you heare there ? Set vp the ladder, aad fee you 
make no noyſe ; for mee thinkes { heare my Miſtrelle rongue. Sure 
it 13 {hee, ſhes talking troſome body, who.c'r itbe, I will get m 
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' ſee if Ican heare from her any good token of her loue to mee, in 
this my abſence. 
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vpto the top of the wall, and there will I ſtand harkning awhile, to | 


| Melibea, Sing on (Lucrecia) if thou lou'ſt mee; I prythiee ſing on; 
| for it does my heart good to heare thee ſing on, I ay, till my 
| Lord come. Be not too loud, and let vs goe alide intorhis greene 
| walke , that they that paſſe by may not heare vs, 


| \_ 0 that1 kept the Key, 

| | which opes to theſe faire flowers, 
| T o plucke them day by day, 

L When you doe leaue theſe bower' 

ucTecla. 5 The Lillies and the Roſes, 
Put on their neweſt colours, 

And when thy Loue repoſes, 
T7 hey breathe their freſheſt odours, 


Melibea. O how ſweet is thy muſick to mine cares ! it makes my 
heart euen to meltand diflolue for ioy, 1 prythee giue not over, 


C Sweete is the fount the place, 
1 dranke at, being arie ; 
More ſweete Caliſto'sface, 
| Iz Melibea's eye. 
 CArndthough thatit be night. 
His ſpeht my heart will cheere, 
And when hee downe ſhall light, 
Lucrecia, $0 howT'l clippe my Deare ! 
T he Wolfe for ioy doth leape, 
4 To ſee the Lambkinnes mooue, 
T he Kidde ioyes inthe teate , 
| And ther toy ft inthy Lone, 
Nener was loning witht, 
of 's friend deſired ſo; 
Ne's Walkes of mare delight, 
Nor mghts more free from woe. 


AMelibea, Friend Zacrecia, me thinkes, I ſee that which thou fin- 
eſt, repreſented moſt lively vito me ; me thinks, I ſee himas per- 
KO with theſe mine eyes, as if hee ſtood iuſt before mec. Goe on; 
for thou doſt exceeding well, and with an excellent Ayre : I will 
beare a part with thee,and helpe thee as well asI can, 
Sweet trecs who (bade this mold 
Of earth, your heads downe bend, 
lth FWhen you thoſe eyes behold 
| Me q > 410f my beſt-leued friend. 
q in. +  Faireſtarreewhoſebright appeare, 
CTC 1 Doth beantifie the thye, 


1 


Why wake yee not my Deare, 
"Lf be aſlceping lie? 


M elibea. | 
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Melibea, Heare mee now, I prythee ; I will ſing alone, 


F Toubirds whoſe warblings prooue 

Aurora drawg&h neere, 

Goe flye,and tell my Lone, 
Molibes 37 hat 1 expet# him heere. 
" ]} Thenieht doth poaſting mooue, 

| Tet comes bee not againe 3 
| God grant ſome other Loue 

Doe not my Lowe detaine+ 


Caliſlo, T he ſ\weetneſle of thy voyce hath rauiſh't mee , I cannot 
endure to [et thee live any longer in a pained expeRation, O my 
ſwcer Millrefſe,and my lifes happineſle; what woman could ever be 
borne 'nto the world, that ſhould beable to depriue thee of thy 
= deſcruingnelle > O interrupted melody ! O muſick ſuddenly 

roke off ! O thort-timed pleaſure! O my deare heart, why didft 
thou not continue thy pavinr ar ag interrupting thy toy, and 
cur plying with both our defires ? 

2/-1;bea. O pleaſing treaſon ; O ſweete-ſudden paſſon ! What? 
my Lord > my ſoule; Is it hee? I cannot belecue it; where haſt 
thou beene, thou bright ſhining Sunne ? In what place haſt thou 
hid thy brightneite trom me? Is it not a pretty while ſince that thou 
heard'ſt mee > Why diſt thou ſuffer me to ſend forth my words in- 
ro the Ayre, ſenſelefſe and fooliſh as they were, and in this hoarſe 
Swanniſh voyce of mine 2 looke on the Moone,and fee how bright 
ſhee ſhines vpon vs : looke on the Cloudes, and ſec how ſpeedily 
they racke away : harken to the gurgling waters of this fountaine : 
how ſwcer a murmure,and whata pretty kind of purling they make, 
ruſhing along theſe treth herbes, and pleaſant flowres : harken ro 
theſe hizh Cypreſles, how one bough makes peace with another by 
the interceſſion ofa milde,gentle, & temperate wind, which moues 
thera to and fro, Behold theſe (ilent and quiet ihades, how darke 
they are, and bow excellently well prepar'd for the couering and 
concealing of our ſports. Lucrecia > why, how now friend > what 
are you doing ? art thou turn'd mad with pleaſure > Let me alone 


with my Louc; touch him not, I charge you ; doe not you plucke | 
| and ha!e him from me ; doe not burthen his body with your heauy | 


— 


— 


armes. Let mee inioy what is mine, you ſhall not poſſeſſe any part | 


of my pleaſure, 

Caliſto. Deare Lady, and glory of my life; if you loue me, give 
not ouer your ſinging; let not my preſence,which glads thee,be of 
a worſe, and morc vafortunate condition, then my abſence which 
did gricue the. 

Melibes, Why (my Loue) would you have mee ſing > or how 
can I ing ? for my delitc of thee, was that whiclfruled my voyce, 
and made mee to ayre my notes, But now that thou art come, that 
deſirediſappeares, it is vaniſhed, and the Tone of my voyce dif- 
Rb » * _ tempred, 
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rempred, and out of rune, And becauſe you, Sir, arc the pattcrne | 
of conrteſie and good behauiour, howcan you in reaſon require my | 
tongue to ſpeake, when as you cannot rule your owne hands, and | 
keepe them quiet ? Why doe not you forget theic tricks,and learne | 
to leaue them ? Lay your command vpon them to be quier,and will | 
them to lay aſide this offenſive cuſtome, and conſiver (my deareſt } | 
that as to fec thee, whileſt thou carrieſt thy jelte quietly and ciuiliy, | 
is the greateſt —_— that eyther my heart or my cye can inioy ; 
ſo is tas diſpleating vnto me,r9 ſee thee handle me fo roughly, Thy 
honeſt ſporting pleaſeth mee, but thy diſhoneſt hands offend mee, 
c{pecially when they are too farre out of reaton, And, though love 
oittimes forget reaſon, yet amongſt your well-eaucated, and nob!e 
and generous ſpirits, kindneſle keepes a decorum, and reuels not 
Out with decency; let ſuch (Sweet-heart) be our imbraces, ſuch and 
ſo modeſt be our dalliance (my deareſt Caliſto, my Loue,my Lord.) 
And {ince I wholy ſubie& my lelfe to your pleaſure be it your plea- 
ſure, totake & make ſuch worthy benefit of my affection, preſence 
and ſeruice, as beſt beſeemes true Lovers, and is agreeable to both 
our high births and breeding, Burt alas filly woman, why ſhould I 
direct you? No, I willnot, Doe, Cali/to,doe whar you will, and ſay 
what you will, Iam yours to vſe; pleaſe your felfe, and you ſhall 
pleaſe mee. 

Caliſtlo, Madame, feruency of loue loues not to be idle ; pardon 
then, 1 pray you,it I have beene too buſie, 

Lucrecia., Now never truſt mee againe, it I harken to them an 
longer. Heer's a lite indeede ! O how I teele my ſelfe melt with- 
in, like ſnow againſt the Sunne; and how ſqueamiſh my Miftreſſe 
{cemcs, becaule, forſooth, ſhee would faine be intreated ! Afſu- 
redly,had I becne in her caſe,and haue loſt ſo much time, I ſhould 
thinke the worle of my lelfe the longeſt day of my life. 

Melibea, Sic,ſhall I ſend Zncreciato ferch you ſome ſweet-meats ? 

Caliſts, No, Lady; no other ſweet-meats for mee, ſave onely to | 
imbrace this thy body,ta fold it within mine armes,and to haue the 
poſſeſſion of thy beauty. Euery where a man may cate and drinke 
{or his money;that a man may haueat any time;it 1s eucry where to 
be bought : but that which is not vendible, that which inall the 
woric 15 not to be matched; and ſaue one!y in this garden, not to 
be found againe fromone Pole to the other, Why with you me not 
rather thar I ſhould not ler {lippe the leaſt moment, in inioying (o 
{weere a treaſure ? | 

Licrecia, My head akes with hearing; and yet their rongues ake 
not with talking, nor their armes with colling, nor their lips with 
kiiing. Sure, they will make mee gnaw the hnger of my gloue all 
tO PIECES, 

Caliſfo, O my deare Miſtreſſe ! I could wiſh it wouldneuerbe 
Cay, thar I might {ill inioy that ſweet happineſle, and fulneſſe of | 
content, which my ſenſes receiue in che noble converſing with this | 


thy | 
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thy delicate, and dainty fweere Selfe, | 


- 


Melibea, $17, 1t 1s I that inioy this happineſle, this fulneſſe of * 
content, It any body gaine by ut, itis1; andT muſt acknowledge 


' my ſelfe molt inhnirly beholding vato you,that you would vouch- 


@& * 5/{2. Out,you Rufkanly Raſcals; come yee to fright thoſe that | 


; tharthey doe not kill him, tor there is no body with Him bur a little 
; Pagethatcame with me, Giue me my cloake quickly, it lies vnder 


| by andby; you come for wooll, doe you > Burt if you ſtay a little 
; longer, I thali ſend you home withour a fleece,l ſhall p!ume you,l 


” — cllCT—— TO OO C———_ ———— 


; thou know'ſt not whom ? Lucrecia, come hither quickly ; for Ca- 


I 


EE I” 


, Curaces, If you loue me,come back;l wil helpto arme you my ſelte. 


ſateto viſit mee in ſokinde and louing a manner, as a0 thankes arc 
able to requite ſo great a fauour, | 
teare you not ? Had I bin ware of your comming, or had you ſtaid | 


any longer, I would haue ſent ſome of you packing, and haue given | 


you ſomewhat that ſhould have ituck by you. Our, you Rogues, 


Caliſto. Madame, this is Soſea's voyce ; ſuffer mee to goc and ſee, 


you 
/ o 
Melibea. O vofortunate thatT am! I pray do not go without your | 


Caliſto. Thar(Multrefle) whictra {word,a cloak, and a good heart | 
cannor doe, can neucr be eflected by Curace,Caske or Cowardice, | 
0/12, Yea? are you come againe ? [ thall be with you to bring 


ſhall,you Raſcals, 
Calijte, Lady, if you loue mee, let mee goe. The ladder ſtands 
ready tor mee. 
Mecljbea. O miſerable mee ! VVhy duſt thou goe (o furiouſly and 
fo fait > and all diſarmed as thou art, to hazard thy like among'it 


liſto is gone to thrult himſelteiato a'quarrell, Let vs take his Cura. | 
ces, and throw them ouer the wall; tor he hath lett them heere be. | 
hinde him. | 
Triſtan, Stay, Sir, doe not come downe. They are gone; it. 
is no body but lame 7Thraſo, and a company of other Rogues with | 
him, that made a noyſe as they paſt by : And Ssf14 15 come Dacke a- | 
gaine, Take heed, Sir, hold fait by the lacder, tor teare Icit you tall, 
Califtlo, Oh,oh. Lookevpon me. Ay me! I ama dead man : oh, | 
Triffan. Come hither quickly, Soſza, tor our vntortunate Mater | 
is falne from the ladder, and neither ſpeakes nor wagges. | 
Soſia, Maſter, Maſter, doe you heare, Sir? Let v5 call a little at | 
this other doore, Hee heares on neyther care ; hee 1s as dead as 4 
doore-nayle; there is no more life in him, then in my great 
grand-father, who dy'd ſome hundred yeeres ſince, O toule mil. 
happe ! What will become of vs ? | Ip 
Lacrecia. Harke,harke, Madame ! what great miſchance 15 thus: 
Ucibea. © wretch that] am ! what doeT heare ? | 
Triſtan. O, my Maſter, my maſter is dead ! and with him all | 
my happineſſe, all my goud ; hee is taine headlong aowne z hee 15 
dead, hee is dead : and (whicii 1s a tearefull thing) ſuddenly dead 
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| Opirifull, pitrifull, O horrible fight, Helpe Soſa, helpe togather 
vp theſe braines, that lye ſcattered heere amongſt the ſtones, and 


I«t vs put them againe into his head, O vnfortunate Maſter ! O vn- 


lucky day ! O ſudden and vnexpected end ! 


Mclibea. O diſconfolate woman that I am ! What a thing is this? 
What vile miſhap, that hath thus diſturbed our quict ? V hat miſ- 
chance ca poſhbly proue ſo cruel],as that which I now heare?H4 
mee (Lucrecia) to get vp this wall, that I may {ce my ſorrow, vnleſle 
you will haue mee fill my fathers houſe with cryes and skrikes, 
What ? Is all my ioy turned into fmoake ? 1s all my pleaſure lofi ? 
All my glory come to anend * 

Lucrecia, Triſtan, wha'ts the matrer.,(my Loue) why doſt thou 
weepe ſo bitterly?why rake you on ſo,beycnd all meaſure & reaſon? 

Triſtan, | bewaile my great miſery ; I bewaile my many for- 
rowes. My Maſter Calif/o hath falnc from the ladder, and is dead; 
his head is in three pieces; hee dyed ſuddenly, and lamemably 
rorne and daſhr to pieces ; beare this ſad meſſage to his new friend, 
that ſhe muſt neuer more expect her pained Louer, Soſa, doe thou 
take vp his feete, and let vs carry his body hence, thar hee may nor 
in this place ſuffer diſhonour, though hee haue ſuffered death, Let 


' mourning goe along with vs, let folicarineſſe accompany vs ; let | 


diſcomfort waite vpon vs let ſorrow apparell vs; let mourning 
weedes couer vs ;z and let vs puton fad habits, 
Melibea, Ay me,ofall other the moſt miſerable! So ſkortatime, 


' to poſleſle my pleaſurezſo ſoone,to ſee my ſorrowes come vpon me? | 


Lucrecia, Madame, teare not your face, rent not your hayre : 


W hat > but euen now all pleaſure > and now all ſorrow 2 Qut alas! 


that one, and the ſelfe-.ſame Planet ſhould ſo ſuddenly affoord an 
effect ſo contrary ? where is your courage ? Fyc,what a faint heart 
haue you 2 pray you rife from the ground; let not your father find 
you in {o ſuſpitious a place: for if you continue thus, you cannot 


' chooſe bur be heard, Why Madame, Madame,] ſay keare you me ? 
| Doe you heare, Lady ? Ofall loues,donot fall any more into theſe 


_— — —  — 


ſwounds. Be as valiant and couragious 1n induring your ſorrow, as 
you were hot and hardy in commutiing your eriour, 

Mclibea, Heare you what moane his poore ſeruants make ? | 
heare you how wotully they lament his loſſe? wailing and weeping, | 
praying,and anſwering each to other,they carry away from mee all | 
my good, all my happinefſe ; my dead 1oy, my deareſt Loue, they 
carry away from me; my time is come; I am buta dead woman; [ 
can liue no longer,tince 1 may no more inioy the toy of my heart. 
O that I ſhould ler thee goe! that I ſhould hold that lewell no faſter 
which I ſolately held in my hands, O vngratctull mortals! O yn- 
thankefuil as wee be, who ncuer know our happineſſe, varill wee 
wantit ! 

Lucrecia, Vp,vp,Madame; for it will be a greater diſhonor vato 
you,to be foundthus heere 1 the gatden, then eyther the pleaſure 


-- 
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| you receiued by his comming, or the ſorrow which you take for | 
his death, Come,[et vs into your chamber, And goe lay you downe | 
on your bed; and I will call your father, Vee will faigne ſome | 
other 1!], fince to hidethis, it 1s impofhble, | 
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ACTVS XX. 


THE ARGVMENT. 


LY CRECIA comes zoPleberio's chamber,aud knackes at the 
doore. Pleberic askes ber what's the matter ? Lucrecia in- 
treates him to come preſently to ſee his daughter Melibea, Plebe- 
rio71es, andgoes freight to Melibea's chamber. Hee comforts | 
; ber; demanding what ſhee ayleth? and where was her prufe ? 
| Melibea/aignes her paine to be about her heart. Melibea ſends 
| ber father forth for ſome muſical Inſtruments. Shee and Lucrecia 
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| get them, when hee was gone, to the top of a Tower, Shee ſends a- 
way Lucrecia, andſbuts the doore after her. Her father comes to 
i the foote of the Tower, Melibea diſconers vnto him all the whole 

| buſineſſe of what bad paſſed. That done, ſhe throwes her ſelfe downe 
| fromthe top of the Tower. | 


2 
| INTERLOCVTORS. 
| Pleberio, Lucrecia, Melibea. 


EF Leberio. What would you, Lucrecia, \\ hat mMEares 
| this excceding haſte, and with ſo great importu- 
| nity, and troubledrefle of minde ? What ayles 
| my daughter > What ſudden ficknefle hath feazec 
FP &| 0! her, that I cannot have the leyſure to put on my | 
we SR) cloathcs ? nay, ſcarce fo much time as to rife ? | 
| © Laevitia. Ie. it you will ſec Þer alive, come quickly, 
| Whar her griefe is, I know not; Nay, {carce know I hor, 
| 2 
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| ſo disfigured is her face, 


| Pleberio, Come, let vs goc quickly ; lead the way zinafore ; liit | 
vp the hangings open this ſame window ; fct it wide open, that? | 


may haue l;gbr enough to rake a fvil view of her, V\ by, how row 


daughter > Whar's the matter ? W at is your paine ? Vhece lies | 


weakeneſlſe and teeblenefle ? Looke vpon me, davghtcr ! Iam thy 
father : Speake vnto mie, for pittics fake ſpeake ; and tel! mneethe 


— 


—_— — — — 


Send not my gray hayres with forrov; to the grave ; thou knoweſt 
[ haue no other good but thee; no other worldly happineſie, Open 
thy gladſome eyes, looke cheerctuily vpon mce, 

AMelibea. Ay mee ! What ſhall I doe ? 

Plcberio.” What woe can equall mine, to ſce thee in ſuch woful! 


tell preſently into a wound, and lies in thar extremity ,and in a man- 

ner ſenſleſle, that ſhee is not able to come and fee thee. Be of good 

chcere, plucke vpthy heart ; and fo raile vp thy ſpirits, that thou 
may'ſ riſe and gocalong with mee to viſither, Tell mce ({fweete 
ſ{oulc) the cauſe of thy ſorrow, 

Melibea, My cure is remedilcfle, 

Pleberio, My deare daughter, the beſt beloved of thy aged ſa- 
ther ; tor pitries ſake, let not this thy cruell torrent, cauſc thee to 
deſpaire of recoucry, being carryed away with the violence and ir- 
firmity of thy paſhon : tor torrow fill allaulteth the weakeſt hearts, 
and conquers them moſt, that are moſt cowardly : it thou wilt but 
tcil me thy grieſe,it ſhall preſently be remedied; tor neither phy lick 
nor Phyſicians, nor ſeruants ſhall be wanting, for the recovery of 
thy health, whether it confiſt in herbes, in ſtones, or in words, or 
remaine more ſecret inthe bodies, and bowels of beafts. Doe nor 
then vexe me any more; torment me no longer; force me not out 
; of my wits; make me nor madde,but ell me, good daughter ,whar, 
; and wheres your paine ? 

Mel. I tcelea morcall woung,cuen in the very midſt of my heart, 
the anguilh whereof is ſogricuous vnrto mee, that it will ſcarce (ut. 
ter mee to terch my breath, much leſle to fpeake + there is no ma- 
lady like vato minezit 15 of adifterent nature from all other dileaſcs. 

, And before youcan come to cure it in my heart, you muſt firit take 
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cauſe of your griefe, that wee may the ſooner prouide a remeCy, | 


plight? Your mother,as ſoone as euer {hee bur heard you were il], 


it > What a ſtrange thing 1s this ? What faintnefic doe I fee ! What | 


- 


— 
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' out my heart ; for it lies cuen in the hidden and moſt ſecret place | 


thereof, 
Pleberio, Too too ſoone haſt thou received this feeling and ſerie 
; of elder yceres ; youth ſhould be a friend to pleaſure and mirth,and 
an enemy vnto care and ſorrow, Rite then from hence, and let vs 
goc and rake ſome freſher ayre alung by the Riucr fide; come, and 


away your felfe; for if you flye and ſiiunne mirth, there 15 nor 


-—O 2 ——— > — 


make merry with your mother; you th;all ſee, that will eaſe and ri! | 
away your paine. Take heed what you doe ; doe not willuily catt | 
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| 
any thing ia the world more contrary to your diſeaſe. | 
- Melibea, Let vs goe whither you pleaſe: and if ic ſtand with your | 
liking,Sir,ler vs goe vp to the top of the Leades ; for from thence I | 
may 41nioy the pleaſing ſight of « ty Ships that paſſe to and fro,and | 
| perhaps it may giue ſome caſe to my griefe. | 
Pleberio, Come, let vs goe and rake Zucrecia with Vs. | 
Melibea, With a very good will. I pray (father) will you cauſe | 
ſome mulicall inftrument to be ſent vnto me, that by playing there- | 
on, or linging thereunto, I may ſee if I can drive away this gricfe ; 
' for though on the one ice, the torce and violence thereof doth 
' much torment mee z yeton the other fide, Idoubt not but thoſe | 
| ſweet ſounding Inſtruments and delightfull harmony, will much | 
| lafſen and mitigate my ſorrow, 
| Pleberio. This (daughter) ſhall preſently be done: I will goe 
| my ſelfe, and will itro be prouided, | 
Melibea, Friend Lucrecia, this place (me thinkes) is tco high; I | 
am very loth to leaue my fathers company. Iprvthee make a ſtep 
down vnto him,and intreet him to come tothe toot of this Tower; 
{or l have a word or two, which I forgot to tell him, that he ſhould |: 
| deliver from me ro my mother, | 
| Lucrecia, I goe, Madame, | | 
HMclibea, They haueall of them left me, Iam now alone by my | 
ſelfe, and no body with mee. The manner of my death falls fit and | 
pat to my minde; it is ſome eaſe vnto mee, that I and my beloued 
Caliſlo (hall ſo ſoone meet againe, I will ſhut and make faſt the dore, 
thar no body may come vp to hinder my death,nor diſturbe my de-* 
parture,nor to ſtop me in my iourney,wherin I purpoſe to poalt vn. 
co him;nor doubriag,bur to viſit him as well this very day as hedid ; 
mee this laſt night. All things tadge aright, and haue falne out as | 
| 


— — _ 


_—_— 


| luckily, as I could wiſh it; I ſhall now haverime and leyſure e- 
nough, to recount to my father Pleberio, the cauſe of this my ſhort 
and {udden end, I confeſſe, I ſhall much wrong his (iluer hayres, 
and offer much iniury to his elder yeers; I ſhall work great wo vnto | 
| himby this my errcur ; I ſhall leave him in great heavineſſe and | | 
deſolation all che daies of his life: Bur admit my death will be the | 

death of my deareſt parents, and put caſe,that the ſhortning of my 
daies,will be the ſhortning of theirs 3; who doth not know, but that | 
others haue beene more cruell torheir parents then Iam ? Prufeas, | 
King of B ythinia, without any cauſe, not induringthat paine,which 
| doe, flew his owne father Prolomy, King of Zeypr, flew both tather 
and mother,and brother and wife and all for the louc of his Miitris. 
Oreſtes kil'd his mother,Clytemneſftar and that cruell Emperour Ners, 
onely for tle fulfilling of his pleaſure, murdred his owne mother, | 
1 heſe, and ſuch as they, are worthy of blame, Theſe are true Pur- | 
' ricides; notl ; who with mine owne puniſhment, and with mine | 
owue death, purge away the guilt, which otherwiſc, they might | 
moe juſtly lay vpon mee for their deaths, There nave beene _— | | 
Cc ar * 
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| | far morecruell, who haue flaine their own children, and their owne 
| brothers, in compariſon of whoſe errours, mine 1s as nothing ; ar 
leaſt nothing ſo £reat. Philip, King of Aacedon , Herod, King of 14- 
' ryue ;,, Conſtantme, Emperour of Rome z Lasdice, Queene of Cappado- 
| cca; and Medea the Sorcerefle ; all theſe flew tlieir owne ſunnes and 
| deare!t children, and that without any reaſon or 1uſt cauſe, preſer- 
- ving their owne perſons {ti!l in ſafety. To conclude, that great 
cruelty of Phraates, King of the Parthians, occurres to my remem. 
branc-, who, becauſe hee wou!ld haue no ſucceſſour behinde him, 
nurdred Grodes, bis azed father, as alſo his onely ſonne, beſides 
{ine thirty moreot his brerhren, Theſe were delits worthy blame 
| ndced ; becauſe they keeping their owne perſons free from perill, 
Gutchcred their Anceſtours, their ſucceſſours, and their brethren. 
True it is,that though all chis be ſo, yetare we not to imitate them 
:nthoſe things wherein they did amifle ; but it is not in my power 
to doc otherwiſe, And thou great Gouernour of the heauens, who 
art ivitnefſe to my words, thou ſec'it the ſmall power thatI have o0- 
ucr my paſhon; thou ſeeſt how my liberty is captivated, and how 
my ſenſes are taken with that powerfull loue of that late deceaſed 
Centieman, who hath depriued mee of that loue, which I beare to 
' NY INS Parents. 
Pleberio. Davg tier Aelibea, what make you there alone ? 
what is it you would youu have with mce? {hall I come vp to you ? 
Aelibea, Io (gooe father) content you where you are, trouble 
not your ſelte,nor irive to come to me; you ſhall but diſturbe and 
- interrupt that thort {peach which Iam now to make vnto you, 
Now, by and by ſalt thou be ſuddenly wounded , thy heart ſhall 
preicntiy be prickt with gricie, and ſhall bleede abundantly, to fee 
te death of thy onely daughter, My end drawesneere; at hand is 
my.reſt,and thy paſton; my eaſc,and thy paine; my hoarc of keep- 
33 company and thy cimeof {olitarinefſe. You ſhall not need (my 
77{t honoured father }ro fecke out any inſtruments of muſick to al- 
{vage my ſorrow z nor vie any other found, fauerthe ſound of bels, 
tor ioring my kncoil, and bring my bedy to the graue. And, if | 
thou cantt harken vato mec tor teares, 1f thine eyes will giue thine 
cares leave to heare,/thou ſhalt heare the deſperate cauſe of this my 
{orced, yet ionfull departure; fee thou neyther ſpeake nor weepe 
{MCIIupt me nor, cyticr with tearesor words, vnlefſe thou mcan lt 
_moreheereatter tobe tormented, innot knowing why I doe kill my 
ſeite, then thou ari now fſorrowtull to feemy death, Neither aske, 
nor agfwer mee any thing z nor queſtion meany further, then what 
ol mint owneaccordT ſhall willingly tell theez for when the hearr 
is ſurcharged with forrow, the earc is deaſe togood counſell ; and 
| ut fuck a tyne,good and wholfome words rather incenſe, thea allay 
; rige, Keare ( my aged lather) the laſt words that cuer I ſhall ſpeake 
| VELO YOU, And 1f you entertaine them, as | hope you will, you will 


rather excuie, tie condemac my errcour. I am fure, you both well 
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perceiue and heare that moſt ſad and doleful lamentation, which is | 
made thorowout all this City; I am ſure you heare this great noyſe | 
and ringing of bells, the skriking and cryings out of all ſorts of peo- | 
ple, this howling, and barking of dogges, this noyſe and clatte. | 
ring of Armour, Of all rhis, haue I beene the caule; I, even this : 
very day, haue clothed the greater part of the Knights, aud Gentle- | 
men of this City in mourning, I, cuen this very day, have left ma- | 
ny {eruants orphaned, and quite deſtitute of a Maſter, { hauc beene 
the cauſc,that many a poore ſou!e harh nuw loſt it's almes and re- 
licfe, [ haue becne rhe occaſion, that che deal ſhould hauc the com. 
pany of the moſt complete Gentleman; tur his 2004 graces and qua- 
ities L1areuer was borne, I haue beene the occalion,that the living 
have loſt the onely Patterne and _—_ of courtelie, of gallant in- 
uentions, of witty deuices,ot neatneſic and decency in his cloathes, | 
of ſpcech, of gate, of kindineſſe, and of vertue, I hanebeene the oc. 
caſion, that the carth doth now inioy the moſt roble body, and the 
freſheſt flowre of youth, thac ever was created in this age of ours, | 
And becauſe you may ani! amazed and aiioniſhed at the found 
of theſe my vnuſuall and vnaccuſtomed crimes ; 1 wilt open the 
buſineſſe. and :makethis matter appeare more cleare vnto you, 

It isnow (Ceare father) many dayes ſince that a Gentleman called 
Caliſto, whom you well knew, as likewiſe his Anceſtors, and nov/c 
Linage,did languiſh ard pine away for my loue, As for his vertues 
and goodneite, they were generally knowne to the whole world, 
So great was his loue-torment, and fo little both placeand oppor- 
unity T4 ſpeake with me, that he was driven to diſcover his paſhon 
toa cratty an! jubtill woman, named Celeſtina, which Celeſtina,com- 
ming as a 1uiter vnto mee in his behaife, drew my ſecret loue from 
forth my boſome, and made mee to manifeſt that vnto her, which | 
concealed trom mine own mother; ſhe found the meanes to win me 
to her wi'l; ſhee made the match betwcene vs ; thee plotred how | 
his defire and mine ſhould take eflte&t. And ithee dearcely loued me, | 
I was nor therein deceived ; ſhee made vp that lad concluſtton of 
that ſweete and vnfortunate execution of his will ; and thus being 
ouer-come with the lou of Caliſfo, I gaue him entrance into your 
houſe; hee ſcaled your walls with ladders, and brake into your gar- 
den; brake my chaſte purpoſe, by taking from meethe flowie of 
my Virginity, And thusalmoſt this moneth have wee liu'd in this 
delighttull errour of loue. And as he cane this laſt night vnto mee, 
as hee was wont todoe, c'eniuſt about the time that he ſhould huuc | 
returned home (as ill fortune would hauc it, who inthe murcadility 
of her nature, ordererh and diſpoſeth all things, according io her | 
disordered cuſtome) the walls being high, the night darke, the lad- 
der lighr and weake,his ſcruants that brought it, vaacquainted with | 
that kinde of ſcruice, hee going downe {omewhat haltily ic ice a 
fray, which he heard inthe ſtrecte betweene his ſeruants and lone 


others that then paſſed by, being in cholier, making more haſte 
| Cc 2 then 
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then good f| 10a he ſhopld ncuer come ſoone enough, no; 
eying well his ſteps, he {ers his foot quite behdes the rounds,and ſo 
feil downe, and with that wofull and vnfortunate fall, hee pirchr 
vpon his head,and had his braines beaten out, and daſhr in pieces a- 
cain{t the ſtones and pavement of the ſircete, Thus did the deſti- 
nies cut off his thred ; thus cut off his life without confeſſion ; cut 
off my hope; cut off my glory; cut off my company, Things 
therefore being thus; tell me (tather) What cruelty were it in me, 


| hedying disbrained, that [ ſhould live pained all the daics of my 


life > His death inuiteth mine ; inuiteth ? nay, inforceth mee, that 
itbe ſpeedily effected, and without delay; ir teacheth mce, thar [ 
ſhould allo fall headlong down, thatI may imitate him inall things. 
It ſhall nor be ſaid of mee, that thoſe that are dead and gone, are 
ſoone forgotten. And therefore I will ſeeke to content him in m 

death, ſince 1 had not time to giue him content in my life, O my 
Loue, and dcare Lord, Califfs, expect mee, for now I come, Bur 
ſtay a little, though thou doſt expe mee z and be not angry, 1 
prythee, that I delay thee, being that I am now paying my laſt 
debt, and giving it my finall accountto my aged father, ro whom 
I owe much more. O my beſt beloved father, I beſeech you,if euer 


| = did loue mee in this painefull forepaſſed life,that we may borh 


—_ - 


rogether. I would faine ſpeake ſome words of comfort.vnto you, 
betore this my gladſome and well-plealing end, gathered and col- 
lected out of thoſe ancient bookes, which for the bettering of my 
wit and vnderſtanding,you willed meto reade, were it not that m 
memory failes me, being troubled and difquiered with the lofſe and 
death of my Loue: as alſo becauſe I fee your ill indurcd teares 
trickle ſo faſt downe your wrinckled cheekes, Recommend mee to 
my moſt deare and beſt-beloued mother ; and doe you informe her 
at large of the dolefull occaſion of my death, Iam glad with all my 
| heart, thar ſhee is not heere preſent with you ; for her ſight would 
but increaſe my ſorrow, Take (aged father) the gifts of old 
age; tor in large daies,large gricfes are to be endured, Receive the 
p:cdge and earneſt of thy reucrend age; receiue it at the hands of 
thy beloued daughter. Iforrow much for my fſelfe, more for 
you, but moſt for my aged mother : and ſoIrecommend me to you 
both, and both of you vnto your more happineſle, ro whom I of. 
fer vp my ſoule ; leaving the care to you, tG6couer this body thar 
; ISnow comming downe vnto you, 


c interred in one Tombe, and both our Obſequics be ſolemnized | 
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ACTVS XXI. | 


THE ARGVMENT. 


PLEBRZRIO returning weeping to bus chamberyhis wife Aliſa 

demands the cauſe of this ſo ſudden an 1l!? Hee relates vntoher 
the dearh of her aaughter Melibea ; (hewing vnto ber, her bruiſed 
body, an1/o malung lamentation for ber, hee giues a concluſion to 
this Traoick Comedy. 


INTERLOCVTORS, 
Aliſa, Pleberio, 


FRET: Why Plberio? my Lord ! what's the matter > | 
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Mag extreme and violent manner ? I haue lycn ever ſince 
"ER 2 in a dead ſwound, fo was I ouercome with oricte, | 
JARS) Y when I heard that our daughter was fo ill, An | 
— ow {caring your pittifull lamentations, your loude | 
cryings, your vnaccultomed complaints,your mournings and great | 
anguiſh, they haue ſo pierce! my very bowels, made ſo quicke a | 
patiave to my heart,and have ſo quickned and reutued my troubled | 
and benummed ſenſes, that I haue now put away the griete, which | 
I entertained:thus one griefe driues out another;and ſorrow expel- | 
leth ſorrow. Tell mee che cauſe of your cormplaint z Why doe you | 
curſe your honorable 01d age? Why do mn defire death? Why doc 
you teare your milke-white hayres vp by the roates > Why dee 
you ſcratch, and rend your reuerend face ? Is any ill befalne Ae- 
lbea? For I pray you tell mee; for if thee be not well, I can- 
not live, | 
_ Pleberio, Out alas! Ay mee; (my molt noble wife.) Our fo- 
lace is in the ſuds ; our ioy is turi'd into annoy ; all our conceived 
hopes are veterly loſt ; all our happinefſe is quite ouerthrowne ; ler 
vs now no longer delire to liue. And becauſe vnexpected ſorrowes 


leauea greater impreſſion of griefe , and becauſe they may ov 
Cc 2 thee 
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| thee the ſooner to thy graue ; as alſo, that I may not alone by my 


| ſelfe bewayle that heauy loſſe which belongs to vs both ; looke our 
| and bchoJd her,whom thou broughtſt forth,and I begot,daſh't and 
| broken all to pieces, The cauſe I vnderſtood from her felfe, but 
| layd open more at large, by this her ladde and ſorrowfull ſcruanr, 
| Helpeto lament theſc our latter daies,which are now growing to an 
| end, O yee good people, who come to behold my forrowes, and 
' you Gentlcmen, my louing friends, doe you alſo affiſt to bewayle 
| tiny miſery ! O my daughter ! and my onely good! it were cruclty 
ic ince, thar I ſhould out-liue thee, My thrceſcore yeeres were fit- 
icr for the graue, then thy twenty ; but the order of my dying was 
alrred by that excremity of gricfe, which did haſten thy end. O yec 
| wy koary hayres, growne foorth to noother end, ſauce ſorrow ; it 
| would beter have ſuted with you, to hauc beene buryed in the 
| carth, then with rheſe golden trefſes which lye heere before mce, 
| Tcotcomeny are the dayes that I have yetto live ; I will com- 
' p/aineand cry out againſt death; T will accuſe him of delay ; how 
| long will hee ſuffer mee to remaine heere after thee ! Ler my life 
- new leaue mee, fince I muſt leauethy ſweet company, O my deare 
| wife, riſe vp from her, and if any lite be left in thee, ſpend thar 
| little with mee in teares and lamentations,in ſobbes,and 10 fighes ; 
' butincale thy ſoule reſterh now with hers, if out of very griefe, 
| thou haſt left this life, why wouldſt thou lay rhis heauy burthen on 

mce { why let mee remaine heerealone, and have no body tohelp 

me in the vnſheathing of my ſorrowes ? In this, yce women have a 

great aduantage of vsthat are men; for ſome violent griefecan 

make you goe out of the world withour any paine z or art leaſt caſt 

you into a {wound, which is ſome cale to your ſorrowes, O the hard 

heart of a father, why doſt thou nor burſt with griefe > why doe not 

your hearr-ſtrings crack in ſunder,toſeethy ſelte bereau'd of thy be- 

loucd heyretFor whom didſi thou build theſe Turrets > For whom 
. get l honours? For whom planted trecs? F'or whom built ſhips? 
O hard-hearrced earth,why doſt thou beare me any longer ? Where 
{hail my diſconſolate old age finde any refting place ? O variable 
fortune, and full of change, thou Miniſtreſle, and high Stewardeſſe 
ofallremporall happinefſe ; VV hy didit thou not execute thy cruell 
anger vpon mee? Why didſtthou not ouerwhelme him with thy 
. mutable waues, who profeſſes himſelte to be thy ſubie@ ? Why 
; didſt thou not rob rree of my patriumony ? Why didſt thou nor ſer 
; fireon my houſe > Why didſt thou not lay waſte mine jinhericance? 
Why didſt thou not ſtrip mee of ;my great reuenewes ? Vhart is't 
[ would notthou ſhould haue done, lo as thou hacſt left mce thar 
flouriſhing young plant, ouer which thou ought'ſ not ro have had 
ſuch power! Thou mighr'ſt,O tortune(fludtuant,and fluent as thou 
art) haue giuen mea {orrowtull youth,and a mirthtfull age; neyther 
1aue therein peruerted order. Beircr could I have bornethy blowe, 
betrer indured thy perſecutions, in thar my more ſtrong, and Oaky 


age, 


— 


_ — — ” - OOO CoIOS. 2 TONY IIrno—o ooo ono ———— ——eO— oo RO fe Ce eee [Xn 


Tn m—_—  w_— - - 
” 


CT ee HO —_— 


The Spaniſh B A VV Do 


age,then in this my weake and feebledeclining, O life fulfill 'd with 
ericte,andaccompanied with noughr but miſery! O world, world ! 
much haue mcn ſpoken of thee, much have men writ concerning 
thy decetts; and much have I heard my ſelte : Andmine owne wo- 


| tullexperience 1s avle to ſay ſomething of rhee, as one who haue bin 


——— 


inthe vatortunare fayre, and haye often bought and ſold with thee, 


but neucr had any thing that ſucceeded happily with mee. As one | 


who many a time heeretofore,cuento this preſent houre, haue filen- 


ccd thy tallc properties, and all becauſe I would not purchaſe thy | 


diſpleaſure, «nd pull thy hatred vpon mee : and that thou ſhould(t 
not vatimely plucke this flowre from me, which this day thou haſt 
cropt by the mightineſſe of thy power, And therefore now will I 
goe without teare, like one that hath nothing to loſe ; or as oneto 
whom thy compeny is now odious and troubleſome ; or like a 


TT ——E_ — 
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poote traveller, who feareleſle of theeues, goes ſinging on his way. | 


- [thought in my more tender yeeres,that both thou and thy aRions | 


were gouerned by order, and ruled by reaſon: Burnow I ſee thou | 


art Pro and Cop; there is no certainty inthy calmes : thou ſeemeſt | 


now vato meto bea Labyrinthoferrours , a fearetull wildernefle; 


| an habication of wilde Beaſts ; a Dance full of changes; a Fentull | 


of mire, and dirt ; a Coumry fullof thornes ; a ſtcepe and craggy 
mountainz, a fie!d full of ittones ; a meddow full of Snakes and Ser. 


— 


—— 


pents; a picatant garden co looke to, but without any fruitez a | 


tountaiae of cares, a river of teares, a ſea of miſeries; trouble with. 


out profit z a iweet poyſor, a vaine hope,a falſe toy, and a true (or. 
row. O thou falſe world! thou dolt caſt before vs the baytes of thy 
beſt delights, and when we have ſwallowed them, they ſeeming ſa- 
uoury vnto vs, then doeſt rhou ſhew vs the hooke that muſt choake 
vs. Nor can we auoyd it, becauſe together with vs, thou doſt cap- 
tivate our wills ; Thou promiſeſt mountaines, bur performeſt 
Mole-hils : and then thou 'doſt caſt vs off, that wee may not 
putthee in minde of making good thy vaine promiſes, We runne 
thorow the ſpacious kelds of thy ranke vices, retchiefly, and with 
a looſe reyne; and then doeſt thou diſcouer thy amouthes vato vs, 
when thou ſeeſt there is no way forvs to retreat, Many 11216 torfaken 
thee, fearing thy ſudden forſaking of them. And well may they file 
themſelues happy, when they ſhall ſee, how well thou haſt rewar. 
ded this poore heauy ſorrowfull old man, for bis long ſeruice, Thou 
doſt put out our eyes, ard then to make vs amends, thou anointeſt 
the piace with oyle: thou breakeſt our head, and giueſt vs a plailter; 


_—— 


after thou haſt done vs a great deale of harme,thou giueſt vs a poore | 


cold comfort ; thou doſt hurt vnto all, that no man may boaſt,that 
others haue not their croſles as well as wee ; telling chem, thar it 1s 
ſome caſe tothe miſcrable, to haue companions in their miſery. 
Bur | alas, diſconſolate old man ſtand all alone. I am (inguler in my 


| 


: 


ſorrowes;l am gricued,and have noequall companion of my oricte, | 


No mans misfortune 1s like vnto mine; though Ireuolue in my 
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' in thelike, If { ſhall ſeek e to comtort my lelte with the ſcuerity and 
| patience of Pars eArilins, who having loft. twoſounes in ſeuen 


daies, bore this brunt of fortune with ſo vndaunted a courage, that 
the people of Rome had rather neede to be comſorted by him, then 
he by them z yet cannot this ſatishe mee, for hee had rwo more re. 
mn aining that were |:1s adopted {onnes. What companion then will 
ti <y allot me of my miſery ? Pericle;,that braue Athenian Captaine ? 
or valiant Xenophors ? Tuth, they loſt ſonnes indeed bur their ſonnes 
vcd out of their ſight, hawivg loſt their lives abroad in forraine 


Countrics,far from home ; fo thet it was not much for the onc,not | 


to change countenance, but to take it cheercully : nor for the other 
to anſwer the meſlenger, who brought him the il! tydings of his 
ſcnnes deaths, that he ſhould receiue no puniſhment, bernth him- 
(clfe had received no griete; tor all this is farre differing from mine; 
Ieſle canſk thou ſay (thou world repleniſhed with euill) that Anaxa- 
goras, and I, were alike in our loſle ; that wee were equall in our 
vricfes : and that I ſhould ſay of my dead daughter, as hedid of his 
onely ſunnc, when he ſaid ; Being ci at I was mortall, I knew, that 
he whom had begot was to die, For my Melzbea,willingly and out 
of her owne election, killed her felfe before mine eyes, inforced 
thercunto through the extreme paſhion of her loue, fo great was 
[cr torment ; whereas his ſonne was ſlaine in battel!, ina iuſt and 
lawfull warre. O incomparable loſle ; O moſt wretched and for- 
rowtull old man thatI am! who the more | ſeeke after comfort,the 
leflereaſon doe I inde for my comfort; for much more miſerable 


| doe I inde my misfortune,anddoe not ſu much grieucat herdeath, 


— 


' the ſea. But ſuch kinde of deathsas theſe, thovgh they rake away | 
life, yer they giue reputation ; and many times, wen are inforced to 


2 — ——  — 
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; as I doe lament the manner of her veath. Now ſha!l I loſe together 


with thee (moſt vnhappy daughter) rhoſe feares, which were dai- 
ly wont to aftright mee, Onely thy deach is that which makes mee 
ſccure of all ſu{pirtions and icalouſies, What ſhall I doe, when 
{hall come into thy chamber,and thy withdrawing roome and ſhall 
finde it ſolitary and empty ? What thall I doe, when as I thall call 


' thee, and thou ſhalt not anſwer me 2 Who 1s he that can ſupply thar 


warit which thou haſt cauſed? Who can ſtop vp that great breach in 
my heart which thou haſt madetNeucr any man did Jole that which 
I hauc loft this dav. Thogh in ſome fort, that great fortitude of Lam- 
bas de Anria, Duke of Genoa, {:emeth to ſure with my prelcnt eſtate 
and condition, who ſecing his fonne was wounded to deatlf, rooke 
him and threw him with his owne armes foorth of the ſhippe into 


vixdergoe ſuch actions, for to cumply with their honour, and ger 
themiclues fame and renowne , Bur what did inforce iny daughter 
todyec, but onely the ſtrong force of luue ? What remedy now, 
{thou flattering world) wilt thou aftoord my wearifome age ? How 
wouldſt thou haue me-ro rely vpon thee, I knowing thy falſchoods, 

| thy 
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thy gins, thy ſhares, and thy nets, wherein thou intrap'ſt and takeſt 
our weakeand feeble wills > Tell me, what haſt thou done with my 
daughter? where haſt thou beſtow'd her ? who ſhall accompany my 
difaccompanied habitation? who ſhall cheriſh me in mine old age ? 
who with gentle viage ſhall cocker my decaying yeeres? O Loue, 
Love,l did not thinke thou hadſt had the power to kill chy ſubiects! 
I was wounded by thee in my youth:! did paſſe thorow the midſt of | 
thy flames. Why didſt thou let me ſcape? Was it that thou might'ſt 
pay me home (for my flying from thee then) in mineold age? I had 
well thought, that I had bin freed from thy ſnares, when I once be- 
| gan togrowe towards forty; and when l reſted contented with my 
wedded confort, and when I ſaw I had that fruit, which thisda 

thou haſt cut down, I did not dreame that thou would'ſt in the chil. 
dren haue taken vengeance of the parents; and I know not whether 
thou woundeſt with the ſword, or burneſt with fire, Thou leaueſt 
our clothes whole, and yet moſt cruelly woundeſt our hearts ; thou 
makeſt that which is foule, to ſeeme fayre and beautifull vato vs, 
Whogaue thee ſogreat a power ? who gauethee that name which 
ſoill befirrerh thee > If thou wert Loue, thou wouldit loue thy ſer. 
uants; and if thou did(t loue them, thou wouldſt not puniſh them as 
thou doſi, If robe thy fellow, were toliue merrily,{o many would 
not kill themſelues,as my daughter now hath,& infinit of vs. What 
\ end haue thy ſeruants and their Minifters had > as alſothat falſe 
Bawd,Celefiza, who dy'd by the hands of the faichfulleſt compani- 
ons,thar cucr ſhe lighted vpon in her life, for their true performance 
inthis thy venomous & impoiſoned ſeruice ? They loſttheir heads; 
Caliſto,he brake his necke;and my daughter,toimutate him,ſubmir. 
ted her ſelfe to the ſelfe-ſame death, And of all this thou waſt the 
cauſe, they gaue thee a ſweete name , but thy deedes are exceeding 
ſowre : thou doſt nor give equall rewards ; and that Law is vniuſt, 
which is notequallalike vatoall, Thy voyce promilſeth pleaſure,bur 
thy a& ions proclaime paine; happy are they who haue not knowne | 
thee, or knowing thee, haue nor cared for thee, Some ledde with, I 
' know not what error, haue not ſtickt trocall thee a god; But I would 
| hauc ſuch fuoles as theſe toconfider with themſelues,it [auors not of 
' a Deity, to murder or deſtroy thoſe that ferue and follow him. O 
thou enemy toall reaſon ! To thoſe that ſcrue thee leaſt,thou giuett 
thy greatelt rewards, vntill thou haſt brought them art laſt into this 
thy troublefome dance, Thou art an enemy to thy friends, and a 
tricud to thy enemies; and all this is, becauſe thou doſt not gouerne 
; thy {elite according to order & reaſon. They paint thee blind, poore, 
and young ; they put a Bowe into thy hand, wherein thou drawelt, 
' and thootelt ar rancom;but more blind are they that ſerue thee, For 
rhey never taſte or fee the vuſauory & diſtaſiful cecompence,which 
they receive by rhy ſeruice; thy fre is of hot burning lightning, 
which (corches vnto death, yerleaues no imprefſion or print of any 


| wound atall. The (ticks which thy flames conſume, are the ſoules | 
| an} * 
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and lives of humane creatures, which are ſo infinit, and ſo number- 
leſſe, thar it ſcarce accurteth vnto me, with whom I ſhould firſt be. 
gin;not only of Chriſtzans, but of Geptiles 8 of Iewes; and all forſooth 
in requitall of their good feruices,VVhat ſhall I ſpeak of that Macias 
| of our times; and how by louing, ke came to his end ? Of whoſe ſad 
and wofuil death, thou waſt the ſole cauſe. Whar feruice did Paris 
do thee? What Heſeza? What Clytemneſtra? What eEegiſthw? Allthe 
world knowes how it went with them, How well likewiſe didſt thou 
requite Sapho, Ariadne, and Leander, and many other beſides, whom 
{ willingly filence, becauſe I haue enough to do in the repctition of 
mine own miſery? I complaine me of the world,becauſe ] was bred 
vp init; for had not the world given me lite, I had not therein be. 
got Mclibea; not being begot, thee had not beene borne; not bein 
borne, | had not lou'd her; and not louing her, I ſhould nor have 
mourned.as now I do,in this my latter and vacomfortable old age! 
O my good companion! O my bruiſed daughrer,bruiſed cuen all co 
pieces ! Why would(t thou not ſuffer me to diuert thy death ? why 
wouldſtthou nor take pitty of thy kinde and louing mother ? why 
did thou ſhew thy ſelfe ſo cruell againſt thy aged father > why 
haſt thou left me thus in forrow?why haſt thou lefr me comfortleſle, 
| and all alone,in hic lachrimarum valle, in this vaile of teares and ſha- 
| dow of dearth ? 


FINIS. 


To the Reader. 


| L 0 heere thy Celeſtine, that wicked wight, 
Who did ber tricks wpon peore Louers proone ; 
| CAndin her company, the godof Lone. 

Lo, grace, beanty, delire, terrour, hope, fright, 
Faith, falſehood, hate, lone, muſicke, griefe, delight, 
Sighes, ſobs, teares, cares, heates, colds, girdle, gloue, 
Paintings, Mercury, Sublmate, dung of Done, 

Priſon, force, fury, craft, ſcoffes, Art, deſpight, . 
Bawds, Ruffians, Harlots, ſeruants, falſe, vniruc : 
TE? And all th effetts that follow on the ſame - 

As warre, ſtrife, loſſe, death, infamy and ſhame. 

All which and more, ſhall come onto thy wiay. 
But if this Booke ſpeake not his Engliſh plaine, 

Excuſe hims : for hee lately came from Spaine, 
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